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INTRODUCT ION

Over the past two decades scholarly interest in the process of
state constitution-making has been on the upswing. Recent conventions in
Michigan, New York, Maryland, Connecticut and Hawaii have become case
studies for modern constitutionalists. During the 1960's Rhode Island,
which possessed one of the most antiquated basic laws in the nation,
attempted to rewrite its fundamental charter. The State's Constitutional
Convention lasted over four years, and its product was soundly defeated by
the electorate, But the issues raised at that long-standing assembly and
the political power struggles which took place there offer the student of
politics a unique glimpse into the processes of our American brand of

democracy.

The Providence College Archives, which endeavors to collect material
relating to modern Rhode Island History, is happy to place this Collection
at the disposal of serious scholars, The vast majority of the material
was the gift of Patrick T. Conley, Associate Professor of History at the
College. Professor Conley, the leading scholar on Rhode Island constitu-
tional development, was a research staff assistant at the Convention, and
he also led the movement for ratification. Realizing the important academic
value of the subjects considered at the Convention, Dr. Conley kept a
meticulous file of its proceedings and debates. These records he graciously

deeded to Providence College in 1971,

The quality of the Collection was enhanced by gifts of files from
Mario R. DiNunzio, also an Associate Professor of History at Providence
College and a Convention research staff assistant, and from two of the
leading delegates, Stephen A. Fanning, Jr., and Domald E. McKierman, both

ot Providence. At presenft ti"is Collection offers the researcher the most



complete record of the several attempts made during the twentieth ceagury
to modify the State's Constitution. The records on the struggle for
ratification also provide an invaluable research source rounding out the
historical record.

Included with the Collection are microfiche copies of pertinent
documents relating to Rhode Island constitutional development prior to 1964,
These documents date from the Charter of 1663 to the amendments adopted at
the limited Constitutional Convention of 1958.

Scholars interested in the Convention have, at present, two published
sources surveying the various aspects of these proceedings., Elmer E. Corn-
well, Jr., Chairman of the Political Science Department at Brown University,
and Jay S. Goodman, Professor of Political Science at Wheaton College,

produced in 1969 a study, The Politics of the Rhode Island Constitutional

Convention, under the aegis of the National Municipal League. Professors
Conley and Goodman also collaborated on an article, "A Clear Dichotomy,"
analyzing in detail the local government article of the proposed constitution.

This monograph appeared In the National Civic Review for September, 1967.

Indispensable for any researcher is the three-~-volume Report of the Proceedings

of the Constitutional Convention included in this Collection. This source,
published in 1971, provides an accurate account of the various debates and
convention business.

Researchers interested in Rhode Island's Constitutional History are
also directed to the Dennis J. Roberts Papers housed at the Providence
College Archives. Mr. Roberts, Governor of the State for eight (8) years,
was Chairman of the Constitutional Convention. The Roberts Collection
contains papers on the State's limited convention of 1958 as well as the

former Governor's records of the 1964-1969 Convention and ratification
ii.



campaign,

This Collection is divided into fourteen sections. The first thir-
teen (13) correspond to the history of the Convention, from its origins
through its rejection. They are organized sequentially, with appropriate
explanations for each division. The last section 18 a list of documents on

Rhode Island constitutional development.
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Box 1
Folders 1-2E

Folders 3-7

Boxes 1-7
Folders 8-100E

Boxes 7-8
Folders 101-131

I. Pre :

A. Prior to the call of the Constitutiomal
Convention, the Rhode Island General Assembly em-~
powered a blue-ribbon commission to study the
State's existing constitution and make recommenda-
tions to the Assembly. Chaired by the prominent
barrister, William H, Edwards, the Commission
(popularly known as the Edwards Commission) reviewed
the entire process of constitution-making and issued
a far-reaching report.

The Commission's minutes, final report and mis-
cellaneous files are included in this section.

B. These folders contain listings of the
delegates elected to the Convention and the rosters
of the standing committees.

II. Journal of the Constitutional Convention

The Journal of the Constitutional Convention
contains the official synopsis of the sessions, be-
ginning on December 8, 1964, and concluding on
February 17, 1969. 1In all, there were over ninety
(90) separate meetings.

The Journals, arranged chronologically, provide
the record of delegate votes, including divisions of
the house, attendance figures and committee and
special reports. Official correspondence from Con-
vention Chairman Dennis J. Roberts is also included.

III. General Orders

The General Orders served as an agenda for each
meeting and contained a brief listing of all the pro-
posals offered by the delegates with recommendations
for or against passage by the various committees.
They are dated June 21, 1965, through January 9,
1967, the cutoff date for offering proposals.

IV. Committees

The delegates formed fourteen (l4) committees to
evaluate specific proposals and to draft recommenda-
tions for the whole Convention. These proposals and
resolutions are classified in numerical order according
to the committees' area of specialization. Along with
each proposal and resolution is material outlining
their development, such as research staff analyses and
changes by the Committee on Style and Drafting.
Alphabetically arranged, the committee folders also
contain the minutes and reports of the hearings and
meetings of the committees, correspondence and those
research papers requested by the committees. To fa-
cilitate access, separate listings of the proposals
(pages 7-18 ), research staff reports (pages 19-22),
research staff studies (pages 23-25) snd pesclutioms
(pages 26-29) are provided the reseswcher. 1



Box 8
Folders 132-133F
Folder 134

Folders 135-136A

Folder 136B

Folders 137-137B

Box 9
Folders 138-166A

Folders 167-172A

Box 10
Folders 173-180A

Boxes 10-13
Folders 181-316C

Box 13
Folders 317-327B

Folders 328-334

Boxes 14-16
Folders 335-440

51, 53, 55, 56 and 57

2, Proposed twelve (12) month budget for
the Convention

3. Financial reports of the Convention,
1965-1968

4, Committee correspondence

5. Minutes and/or reports of Committee
meetings for 1965

B. Committee on Education
1. Proposals 37, 56, 57, 63, 83, 124, 138,
149, 184, 189 Section J, 199 and 10002, along with
pertinent research staff analyses and reports sub-
mitted by private groups

2, Committee action on assigned proposals,
Research Staff Reports 7, 13, 14, 19, 30 and 40 and
Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council Report #5 on
the Convention

3. Committee correspondence, minutes and/
or reports of Committee meetings and public hearings
for 1965 and miscellaneous materials

C. Committee on Elections and Right to Vote
1. Proposals 6, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24,

27, 33, 34, 41, 42, 47, 49, 54, 58, 59, 66, 68, 74,
79, 80, 89, 92, 106, 118, 120, 131, 137, 147, 179,
180, 181, 186, 188, 189 Section B, 189 Section G,
189 Section H, 189 Section N, 200, 201, 202, 203,
204, 205, 10011, 10012 and 10015. Also included are
various substitute proposals offered as refinements
of original proposals, research staff analyses and
Committee memoranda to the Convention.

2. Summaries and status reports on election
qualifications, Research Staff Reports 5, 17, 18 and
32 and other analyses on elections and voting rights

3. Minutes and/or reports of Committee
meetings and public hearings for 1965

D. Committee on Executive Department

1. Proposals 2, 10, 11, 23, 28, 32, 39,
43, 53, 55, 78, 103, 111, 112, 121, 133, 134, 150,
157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 172, 174, 175, 176, 182,
189 Section F, 189 Section 1., 10013 and 10022, Also
included are various drafts and substitute versions
of proposals, research stali analyses, public testi-
mony and Committee memoranda to the Comwention. 5




Boxes 16~17
Folders 441-469

Box 18
Folders 470-489

Boxes 18-20
Folders 490-551A

Box 20
Folders 552-553

Folders 554~575C

Boxes 21-24
Folders 576-708H

Box 24
Folders 709-724

Boxes 25-26
Folders 725-760B

Box 27
Folders 761-776

Boxes 28-30
Folders 777-860A

2, Research Staff Repoxts 1, 2, 4, 6, 8,
9, 9A, 10, 11, 21 and 25, reports from the University
of Rhode Island Bureau of Government Research and the
League of Women Voters of Rhode Island, and miscellaneous
correspondence and printed material

3. Minutes and/or reports of Committee
meetings and hearings for 1965-1966

E. Committee on Judiciary
1. Proposals 35, 36, 62, 64, 65, 67, 81, 90,
104, 117, 119, 126, 127, 128, 148, 152, 153, 166, 167,
210 and 10003. Also included are research staff
analyses and various substitute proposals,

2, Committee action on assigned proposals
and Research Staff Report 3

3. Miscellaneous reports and studies on the
judicial system, including the Condon Commission Report
reviewing the Rhode Island judicial system, and minutes
and/or reports of the Committee meetings and public
hearings for 1965-1967

F. Committee on Legislative Department

1. Proposals 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 16, 29, 30, 31,
40, 48, 50, 51, 60, 61, 69, 70, 71, 73, 75, 76, 77, 82,
85, 87, 88, 91, 94, 95, 96, 100, 114, 115, 125, 136,
139, 140, 141, 142, 144, 145, 151, 156, 163, 164, 165,
168, 177, 183, 186, 189 Section D, 189 Section E, 189
Section I, 189 Section M, 190, 191, 192, 194, 195, 198,
206, 207, 208, 209, 10001, 10010, 10016, 10017, 10020,
10021, 10027 and 10028. Also included are research staff
analyses and substitute versions of proposals.

2., Material relating to the status of pro-
posals before the Committee and Research Staff Reports
15, 16, 23, 23A, 23B, 27, 28, 34, 37 and 39

3. Reports and studies on various aspects of
the legislative branch and the minutes and/or reports
of the meetings and public hearings of the Committee
for 1965-1966

4, Sub-Committee on Unicameralism
These files contain the minutes and/or
reports of meetings, public hearings and informal
discussions for 1965-1966 of the sub-committee, along
with various printed articles on unicameralism.

G. Committee on Local Govermnment
1. Proposals 8, 18, 38, 46, 52, 84, 101,
102, 113, 122, 149, 155, 159, 169, 189 Section K, 193,
10019, 10023 and 10026, along with pertinent research staff
analyses and the various substitute wversions. Of
special importance is Proposal Number 155 om General

Local Government Provisions. 3



Box 31 2. Research Staff Reports 20, 22, 33, 35,
Folders 861-866 36 and 41

Boxes 31-33 3. Various published reports and studies
Folders 867-925 on local government, minutes and/or reports of the
Committee meetings and hearings for 1965-1967 and
miscellaneous newspaper clippings

H. Committee on Personal Liberties
Boxes 33-34 1, Proposals 1, 9, 13, 14, 15, 26, 44, 45,
Folders 926-1000 72, 81, 97, 98, 99, 105, 107, 108, 109, 110, 116, 129,
130, 132, 135, 143, 146, 154, 170, 173, 185, 189
Section A, 197, 1004, 10004, 10005, 10006, 10007,
10008, 10014, 10018 and 10024, and accompanying research
staff analyses, substitute versions and correspondence

Boxes 34-35 _ 2. Committee action on proposals, Research
Folders 1001-1016B Staff Reports 12 and 31, minutes and/or reports of
the meetings and public hearings of the Committee for
1965-1966 and miscellaneous material

Box 35 I. Special Committee to Hold Public Hearings
Folders 1017-1025 These folders contain the minutes and/or
reports of the Committee public hearings, together
with a 1list of the hearings and a summary of the
Committee's proceedings.

Boxes 36-37 J. Public Information Committee
Folders 1026-1066A These files contain press releases, weekly
newspaper columns supplied by the Committee to the
local press, convention reports and miscellaneous
correspondence.

K, Committee on Resolutions

Boxes 37-38 1. Proposals 2, 3, 86, 93, 123, 171, 187,
Folders 1067-1097 189 Section C, 196 and 10009, along with substitute
proposals and memoranda to the Convention
Box 38 2. Resolution 5
Folders 1098-1098B
Folders 1099-1111C 3. Research Staff Reports 26, 29, 34 and

37. Also included are the Committee minutes and/or
reports for 1965-1966 meetings and public hearings.

L. Committee on Rules and Credentials
Folders 1112-1116J 1. Proposals 10005, 10006, 10007, 10008,
10009, 10011, 10012, 10013, 10014, 10015, 10016,
10017, 10018, 10019, 10020, 10021, 10022, 10023,
10024, 10025, 10026, 10027 and 10028

Boxes 38-39 2. Resolutions 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17,
Folders 1117-1122F 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 28, 30, 31, 32 and 37

Rox 139 3. Committee action on the resolutions
Folders 1123-1124G and the Rules for the Rhode Island Constituwtional

Conventiaon 1.



Box 40
Folders

Folders

Box 41

Folders

Folders

Folders

Box 42
Folders

Box 43
Folders

Folders

1125-1133

1131A-1133

1134-1173

1174-~1177

1178-1188

1189-1217

1218-1224

1225-1232

Boxes 43-45

Folders

1233-1260

Boxes 45-46

Folders

Box 46
Folders

1261-1276

1277-1284A

-"L v X ; & 18
1. Material relating to Proposal Nember
25. The Convention referred only one proposal to
the Committee, but the Committee did review every

proposal submitted to the Convention.

2. Status of proposals before the Com-
mittee and Research Staff Reports 24 and 38

3. Minutes and/or reports of the Committee
meetings and public hearings for 1965-1967

4. Committee comments on various proposals

5. Rough and final drafts of the proposed
congtitution, along with Committee correspondence

N. Committee of the Whole
These files contain minutes and/or reports
of the Committee meetings and debates for 1965-1967,

V. Research Staff
A. Staff guidelines, work sheets and correspon-
dence

B. General staff studies and reports on the
origin of Rhode Island Constitution, on model consti-
tutions and on preparing state constitutions

VI. General Items

This material, due to its scope, cannot be easily
categorized. Among the topics are declarations to the
Convention by religious leaders and the Rhode Island
AFL-CIO. The correspondence of delegates Stephen A.
Fanning,Jr., and Donald E. McKiernan and of research
staff assistant Patrick T. Conley relating to specific
matters is included. Other important materials grouped
here are notes on the various drafts of the proposed
constitution,

VII. Committee for Adoption of the Proposed Rhode
Island Constitution

A. Materials relating to the formation of the
Committee formed by Dr. Patrick T. Conley to spear-
head the drive for ratification. Included are a
listing of its members, its speakers' group, state-
ments defending the proposed constitution and other
miscellaneous items.

B. Dr. Conley's correspondence with various
elected officials and the Democratic State Committee
Anted Qontemhar. 1847 -February 18, 1969



Box 46
Folders 1284-1289

Box 47
Tapes 1-9

Folders 1290-1306

Box 48
Folder 1307

Folders 1308-1324

C. Miscellameous items pertaiming to the
referendum and Dr. Conley's appointment book

D. Recordings of radio and television
interviews of Dr. Conley and debates held during
the ratification drive

VIII. Clippings
Newspaper clippings from Feb.4, 1964-Nov.3,

1971, concern, primarily, the ratification effort
and the referendum,

IX. History of the Rhode Island Constitutional
Convention, 1964-1969

A, The Politics of the Rhode Island Consti-
tutional Convention by Elmer E. Cornwell, Jr., and
Jay S. Goodman

B. Material relating to a proposed history of
the Rhode Island Constitutional Convention. Included
are drafts of histories of the various committees and
related items.

C. Included with this material is the official
Report of Proceedings of the Convention. This

three-volume compilation is the most complete
record of debates and votes of the Convention.



The titled proposals are limted in owherteml
order with a cross-reference to the bewes and folders
in which they are deposited. 1In cases where two
listings appear for location, the proposal was
acted upon by more than one committee., Proposal
Numbers 1-210 were submitted by Convention delegates and
1004-10028 by qualified electors, Two unnumbered pro-
posals appear at the end of the list. Numbered but
untitled proposals appear with asterisks and denote
proposals offered on the floor of the Convention but
never printed. For further reference to these items,
consult the official Reports of Proceedings and the
Journals of the Constitutional Convention.




PROPOSALS

Proposal Box Fokder
Number Short Title Number Number
1 Search and Seizure--Wiretapping 33 926-927

2 Lotteries 14 335

37 1067-1068
3 Lotteries 37 1069-1073
4 House of Representatives 21 576-577
5 The Senate 21 578-579
6 Voting Qualifications 10 181-183
7 Legislative Power and Composition of the 21 580-581

Legislature

8 Election of State and Local Legislators 21 582-583

28 777-779
9 Property Rights 33 928-929
10 Acting Governor 14 336-338
11 General Offices of the Executive Department 14 339-341
12 President of the Senate 21 584~585
13 Self-Incrimination 33 930-931
14 Due Process 33 932-933
15 Slavery 33 934~935
16 State Lottery 21 586-587
17 Means Qualifications 10 184-186
18 Abolishment of City and Town Governments 28 780-783
19 Legislative Elections and Terms of Office 10 187~188
20 Term and Election of General Officers 10 189-196
21 Election of General Officers 10 197-201
22 Abolition of Property Qualification 10 202~206
23 The Governor and Lieutenant Governor 14 342-344
24 Elections and Terms of State Officers 10 207-208

8.



Numbex Short Title -

25 Preamble of Constitution of the State of Rhote
Island and Providence Plantations

26 Constitutional Rights and Principles

27 Voting Qualifications

28 Distribution of Powers

29 Of the Legislative Power

30 House of Representatives

31 The Senate

32 The Executive Power

33 Elections and Terms of Office

34 Of Qualifications for Office

35 Of the Judicial Power

36 Impeachment

37 Education

38 General Local Government Provisions

39 Continuity of Government in an Emergency

40 Of Amendments

41 Of the Adoption of this Constitution

42 Election of Members of General Assembly

43 Merit System

44 Religious Freedom

45 Unalienable Rights

46 General Local Government Provisions

47 Municipal Elections

48 Composition of the Legislature

49 Restricting Candidates to One Place for Each
Office on Any Ballot

50 Compensation of Members of the (General Assembly

33
10
14
21
21
21
14
11
11
18-19

19

28
15
21
11
11
15
33
33
28
11
22

11

22

936-944

209-219

345-350

588-594

595-600

601-607

351-369

220-229

230-239

490-509

510-513

138-146

784-785

370-374

608

240-244

245-246

375-377

945-946

947-948

786-787

247-249

609-610

250-252

611-612
9.



Proposal Box
Number Short Title
51 State Income Tax
52 General Local Government Provisions 28
53 Protection of Salt Water Resources 15
54 Voting Qualifications 11
55 Line of Succession to Governorship 15
56 Education 9
57 Education 9
58 Elimination of the Master Lever 11
59 Elimination of State Residency Requirements for 11
Those Voting for Presidential and Vice-Presiden-
tial Electors
60 Constitutional Amendments 22
61 Legislative Conflict of Interest 22
62 Judicial Power 19
63 Education 9
64 Judicial Power 19
65 Judicial Power 19
66 Suffrage Requirement 12
67 Judicial Power 19
68 Elimination of Absentee and Shut-In Balloting 12
69 Sessions of the Legislature 22
70 Legislative Compensation 22
71 Night Sessions 22
72 Constitutional Rights and Principles 33
73 Distribution of Powers 22
74 Qualification of Electors 12
75 Of the legislative Power 22
76 House of Representatives 22

Felder

p) 613-614

788-789
378-379
253-254
380-383
147-149
150-151
255-257

258-260

615-616
617-618
514-515
152-154
516-517
518-519
261-262
520-524
263-265
619-620
621-622
623-624
949-950
625-626
266-268
627-628

629-630
10.



Proposal Box Folder

Number Short Title M
77 The Senate 2 631-632

78 The Executive Power 15 384-385
79 Of Elections 12 269-270
80 Qualifications for Office 12 271-273
81 The Judicial Power 19 525-526
33 951
82 Impeachment 22 633-634
83 Education 9 155-156
84 General Local Government Provisions 28 790-791
85 Continuity of Government in an Emergency 22 635-636
86 Amendments 37 1074~1075
87 Sessions of the Legislature 22 637-638
88 Promotion of Agriculture, Manufacturing, Recrea- 22 639-640
tion and Tourism
89 Abolition of Absentee Balloting 12 274-276
90 Administration of Justice 19 527-528
91 Land Tax 22 641-642
92 Administration of Election Laws 12 277-278
93 Oaths and Affirmations 37 1076-1078
94 Property Valuation 22 643-644
95 Legislative Compensation 22 645-646
96 Betting 22 647-648
97 Arrests 33 952-953
98 Interception of Communications 34 954-955
99 Firearms 34 956-957
100 Racing 22 649-650
101 Alcoholic Beverage Sale lLicenses 28 792-794
102 Requirements o1 Alcoholic Beverage Wholcesalers 28 795-797

and Race Track Operators b



Proposal

Number Short Title

103 Four-Year Terms for All State and Local
Elective Officers and Terms of Office for United
States Senators and Representatives

104 Attachment of Property

105 Property

106 Disclosures

107 Evidence in Criminal Prosecutions

108 Witnesses in State and Other Courts

109 Witnesses

110 Evidence of Probable Cause

111 The General Auditor

112 The General Treasurer--His Record of Disburse-~
ments

113 Town and City Treasurers

114 State Income Tax

115 Legislative Apportionment

116 Personal Liberties

117 Jury Trials

118 Qualifications for Office

119 Appeals

120 Principal Residence

121 Written Opinions of the Attorney General

122 Illegal Payments by a Town or City Treasurer

123 Sovereign Immunity

124 Education

125 The Governor

126 Number of Judges

127 Judicial Power

Box

15

19
34
12
34
34
34
34
15

15

28
22
23
34
19
12
19
12
15
28
37
9

23
19

19

Folder

-387

529-530
958-959
279-281
960-961
962-963
964-965
966-967
388-389

390-393

798-800
651-652
653-654
968
531-532
282-285
533-534
286-287
394-~395
801-803
1079-1081
157-158
655
535-536

537
12,



Proposal Box Folder
Number Short Title Number I
128 The Judicial Power 19 538-539
129 Wiretapping 34 969-970
130 Capital Punishment 34 971-972
131 Suffrage 12 288-290
132 Creating a Property Owners' "Bill of Rights" 34 973-974
133 0f The Department of Justice 15 396-397
134 Governor's Mansion 15 398-~400
135 Capital Punishment 34 975-976
136 Referendum on Legislation 23 656-657
137 Recall of Public Officers 12 291-292
138 Education 9 159-160
139 lLegislative Initiative 23 658-659A
140 Legislative Session 23 660-661
141 Legislative Rules 23 662-663
142 legislative Power 23 _664-665
143 Declaration of Certain Rights and Principles-- 34 977-978

Claims Against the State or Its Subdivisions
144 Appropriations for Blood Banks 23 666-667
145 Sales Tax--Income Tax 23 668-669
146 Basic Rights 34 979-980
147 Qualifications to Vote ) 12 293-295
148 Advisory Opinions 19 540-542
149 Education 9 161~163
28 804-806
150 Gubernatorial Appointment of the Secretary of 15 401-402
State and General Treasurer
151 lLegislative Vote on Veto 23 670-671
152 l.and Court 19 543 -5&4

13



_Nambexr = Short Title

153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176

177

179

District Courts

Freedom of Political Activity
General Local Government Provisions
Lotteries

Executive Amendment (Conditional Veto)
Attorney General

Local Debt

Item Veto

Expenditures

Executive Budget

Appropriation Bills

Special Appropriations

Legislative Auditor

Judicial Power

Judicial Power

Veto Procedure

Special Legislation Affecting Local Government

Religious Freedom

0f Amendments

State Bond Referenda

Leagsehold Rights

Use of Motor Vehicle Tax Revenue
Protection of Salt Water Resources
Reorganization of the Executive Branch

Passage of Bills

Suffrage

34
29-30
23
15
15
30
15
16
16
23
23
23
20
20
23
30
34
37
16
34
16
16
16

23

12

381~982

807-850
672-673
403-404
405-406
851-853
407-408
409-410
411-412
674-675
676-677
678-682
547-548
549
683-684
854-855
983-984
1082-1091
413-418
985
419-420
421
422-424

685-686

296 -297A
W



Proposal

Number Short Title
180 Property Qualification
181 Suffrage 13 300-301
182 Interest 16 425-431
183 Bond Referenda 23 687
184 School Committees 9 164
185 Remedies 34 986
186 Of The Senate 13 302
23 687A
187 Of Amendments 37 1092
188 Municipal Elections 13 303-304
189 Section A Declaration of Certain Constitutional Rights and 34 987-988
Principles
189 Section B Of Suffrage 13 305
189 Section C Of the Distribution of Powers 37 1093
189 Section D Of the Legislative Power 23 688
189 Section E Of the House of Representatives and Of the Senate 23 689
189 Section F Of the Executive Power 16 432
189 Section G Of Elections 13 306
189 Section H Of Qualifications for Office 13 307
189 Section I Of Impeachments 23 690
189 Section J Of Education 9 165
189 Section K Of Local Government 30 856
189 Section 1. Of Continuity of Government 16 433
189 Section M Of Amendments 23 691
189 Section N Of the Adoption of this Constitution 13 308
190 Claims Against Governmental Units 24 692-698
191 O0f the Legislative Power 24 699

192 Initiative and Referendum 24 760
15



Proposal
_Number

Shorc Title

193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
1004
10001

10002

10003
10004
10004

10005

Publication of Home Rule Charters

Of the Legislature

Of the Legislature

Permanent Commiésion on Constitution
Freedom of the Press

Property Taken for Public Use
Libraries

Term of General Officers

Term of Members of the Senate

Term of Members of the House of Representatives
Election of General Officers

Term of Office of Senators

Term of Office of Representatives
Prohibition of Lotteries

Limitation on State Debt

Legislative Voting

Reapportionment

Judiciary

¥

Composition of Senate

Teaching, Study and Reading of the Constitution
in Schools

Legal Remedy
Civil Rights
Right of Individuals to Sue the State

Firearms

38

34

24

13
13
13
13
13
13
24
24
24
24
20
34

24

20
34
34

34
38

703

1094-1095
989-990
704

166

309

310
311-312
313

314
315~-316
705

706

707

708

550

990A
708A

166A

551
991
991A

992-993
1112

16.



Proposal

__Number Short Title —
10006 Personal Freedoms

10007 Personal Freedoms

10008 Personal Freedoms

10009 Right to Strike by Government Employees
10010 Bicameral legislature

10011 *

10012 *

10013 Powers of the Governor

10014 Citizens' Rights

10015 Citizens' Voting Rights

10016 Citizens' Rights...the Right of Initiative
10017 Pay of the Legislators

10018 Personal Liberties

10019 %

10020 Proportional Representation

10021 Initiative and Referendum

10022 Natural Resources

10023 Power of Self-Government

34
38

34
38

38
38

24

13
38

13
38

16
38

34
38

13
38

24
38

24
38

34
38

30
38

24
38

24
38

16
38

1113

996-996A
1114

997-997A
1115

1096 -1097
11154

708B

316A
1115B

316B
1115C

434
1115D

998
1115E

316cC
1115F

708C
1115G

708D
11154

999
1116

859
1116A

708E
1116B

708F
1116C

435-440
1116D

860
1116E
17.



Proposal
Number

Short Title

10024

10025

10026

10027

10028

Personal Liberties

b

Binding Arbitration of Labor Disputes with Local
Police Departments

Succession and Disability

Disability of Judges

38

30
38

24
38

24
38

16

20

1116G

8604
1116H

708G
11161

708H
1116J

441-447

551A

18.



XI. Research Staff Reports

This grouping of the warious substantive
reports is listed by the original numerical
order and cross-referenced to the committees
which utilized them. As with the proposals,
if the list indicates two locations, the
report was considered by more than one com~
mittee.

19.



RESEARCH STAFF REPORTS

Research Staff 5OX Folder

Report Number Title Number Number

1 The Development of the Office of Governor in 17 451
Rhode Island

2 Constitutional Provisions of the Several States 17 452
Dealing with the Prosecution of Criminal Cases
Arising under State Law

3 Provisions for the Judiciary in American State 20 553
Constitutions

4 Problems of Gubernatorial Disability, Succession 17 453
and Term of Office

5 State Constitutional Provisions Governing Absen~ 13 320
tee Voting

6 State Constitutional Provisions Relating to the 17 454
Residence of the Governor While in Office

7 Provisions for Public Education Among the State 9 168
Governments

8 Constitutional Provisions Regarding the Separa- 17 455
tion of Powers

9 State Constitutional Provisions Relative to the 17 456
Continuity of Government During an Emergency

9A Continuity of Government in Time of Emergency: 17 457
A Revision

10 The Merit System 17 458

11 A Detailed Summary of the Testimony Presented 17 459
before the Committee on the Executive Branch
at its Public Hearing of April 12, 1965

12 Wiretapping and the Law 35 1002

13 The Board of Trustees of State Colleges in Rhode 9 169
Island

14 Summary Report of the Meeting of the Education 9 169A
Committee Held on Friday, April 9, 1965

15 Legislative Conflict of Interest: Examples of 24 716
State Constitutional Practice

16 Evening Sessions for the General Assembly 24 717~717A°

17 The Development of the Voting Age Qoalification 13 21

20.



Research Staff Box Folder

Report Number Title m_%

18 The Development of Votimg Qualificatioms in 13 3
Rhode Island

19 Summary Report of the Meeting of the Education 9 170
Committee Held on Friday, April 23, 1965

20 A General Statement of the Problems Involved in 31 861
Modern Local Government

21 The Power of Executive Amendment 17 460

22 State Constitutional Provisions end the Experi- 31 862
ence of Other Areas Relative to Annexatiom and
Consolidation

23 Claims Procedure 24 718

23A Accounts and Claims Against the State of Rhode 24 719
Island: Summery Breaskdown of the Years 1963
and 1961

238 Accounts and Claims Against the Btate of Rhode 24 720

Island for 1961 and 1963: Bills Which Were not
Approved by the Joint Committee omn Accounts and

Claims
24 The Style and Draftimg of State Constitutions 40 1132
25 The Govermor and the Budget 17 461
26 The Process of Amending State Constitutions 38 1099
27 Weighted Voting im a lLegislature 24 720A
28 Legislative Sessions and Salaries 24 721
29 Provisions for Official Oaths in State Consti- 38 1100
tutions
30 Constitutionally Created Boards Respomnsible for 9 171
Higher Education: Methods of Section
31 The Rights of Fishery in Rhode Island Waters 35 1003
32 Composition and Basic Powers of the State Board 13 323
of Elections
33 Financial Independence of Local School Boards 31 863
34 Constitutional Provisions Prohibiting Lotteries 24 722
38 1101
35 State Restrictions on the Taxing Powers of 31 864

l.ocal Government
A



Research Staff Box Felder

Report Number Title Rumber Nymber
36 State Restrictions on Local Government Debt 31 86
37 Constitutional Provisions Prohibiting Taxes 24 723

38 1102

38 Appropriate Constitutional Language for the 40 1133
Problem of Dual Office Holding

39 Legislative Control over Expenditures: The 24 724
Audit Function

40 Constitutional Provisions Concerning Public 9 172
Libraries

41 A Compilation of those Constitutional Provisions 31 866
Which Embody the Fordham-AMA Approach to Home
Rule

22.



XII. Miscellaneous Research Staff Studims

These studies were written by the research staff
without any specific committee request. Some were
designed for general committee use and others for a
projected in-depth analysis of the Constitutional
Convention.

23.



MISCELLANEOUS RESBARCH SIAFT IJTUDIES

Box Folder

Title Number Numbeg
Additional Information Concerning State Boards of Elections 13 324
Article Concerning the Judiciary in the New Jersey Constitution 20 554

of 1947

Annexations and Consolidation of Local Governmental Units 31 868

(never released)

Committee of the Whole (draft) 42 1216-1217
48 1321F
Compromise with the Bond Lawyers--Local Government (draft) 48 1324
Compromise with the Convention--Local Government (draft) 48 1323
Constitutional Provisions Concerning Recall 13 326
The Education Committee: A Calm Within the Storm (draft) 10 180A
48 1320-1321
Judiciary Committee (draft) 20 575A-575C
48 1321A-1321B
Legislative Conflict of Interest: Constitutional Provisions 25 725

of Rhode Island, New York and Nebraska

Legislative Department Committee (draft) 26 760A-7608B
48 1321E

A New Local Government Article for Rhode Island (draft) 48 1322

Notes Supporting Centralized Administration and Budgetary 20 554A

Autonomy for State Courts

Personal Liberties Committee (draft) 35 1016A-~1016B
48 1321C-1321D

Proposed History of the Rhode Island Constitutional Convention 48 1308-1324

Report of the University of Rhode Island, Bureau of Government 17 462

Research, on the Executive Department of the Rhode Island
State Government (1961)

Rhode Island Speclial Elections on Bond Referenda--Year 1964 25 727

State Constitutional Provisions Relating to the Administration 13 325
of Elections

State Constitutional Referendum Requirements in Question of 25 726

Local Government Debt )
24,



Title

Strikes by Public Employees: State Constitutional Provisions

Supreme Court Decisions Concerning Interpretations of Lan-
guage in the State Constitution (Memorandum)

A Topical Breakdown of Proposals 38, 46, 52, 84, 155 Relating
to General Local Government Provisions

38

43

31

1103

1225

867

25



XIII. 1
This numerical listing of delegase repolutions

relates primarily to routine conwentiem bwsiness and

to procedural matters on questions before the Con-
vention. Resolutions in Boxes 8-42, Folders 132-
1217 ,were referred to pertinent committees. Resolu~
tions located in Boxes 1-7, Folders 8-100E, were
offered on the floor of the Convention but not
referred to a committee or printed. They are, how-
ever, referred to in the indicated Journals.

26.



RESOLUT FONS

Resolution Box Polder
Number Short Title Number Number
1 Administration of the Convention 1 9
2 Extending an Invitation to the Attorney General 1 9
to Address the Convention
3 Authorizing the Chairman of the Convention to 1 9
Arrange for Invocations
4 Sympathy on the Death of Anthony Tarro 1 12
5 Standing Committees 38 1098-1098B
6 Reimbursement for Travel 8 132
7 Amendment of Rule 4 of the Rules of the Con- 38 1117
vention
8 On the Administration of the Convention 8 132A
9 Proposing an Amendment to the Rules 38 1117A
10 Requesting of the General Assembly an Additional 8 1328
Appropriation for the Support of the Constitu-
tional Convention
11 Proposed Amendment to Rule 9c¢ 38 11178
12 Election for the Vacancy in the Office of Dele- 38 1118
gate to the Constitutional Convention
13 Proposed Amendment to Rules-~Limitation on Time 38 1118A
for Submission of Proposals
14 Public Distribution 36 1026
15 Providing for Pages 8 132C
16 Amendment of Rules 38 1119-1119A
17 Rule 21a 38 11198
18 Amendment of Rules 38 1120-1120A
19 Amendment of Rules 39 1121
20 Authorization of Study of Nebraska Unicameral 8 132D
Legislature by Nine Delegates
21 Amendment of Rules 39 1121A
22 Amendment of Rules 39 11218

27.



Resolution
Number

Short Title

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
30
31
32

33

34

35

36

37
38

39

40

41

42

43

Amendment of Rules

Providing for a Transcript of Proceedings of the
Committee of the Whole

Sympathy on the Death of James H. Kiernan

Election for the Vacancy in the Office of Dele-
gate to the Constitutional Convention

Extending Appreciation and Best Wishes to
Delegate Webster

Election for the Vacancy in the Office of Dele-
gate to the Constitutional Convention

Congratualtions to Mr. and Mrs, Nicholas Lambros
Amendment of Rules
Amendment of Rules
Amendment of Rules

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Mc-
Kiernan

Sympathy on the Death of William J. Champion, Jr.

Fifteenth Day of December, 1966, Established as
Last Day for Introduction of Proposals

Sympathy on the Death of Dr. Frederick Alton
Webster

On Procedure for the Constitution Document
Sympathy on the Death of Marco Castiglia

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Augusto W. Sao
Bento

Sympathy on the Death of Raymond E. Jordan

Providing for Submission of the Constitution
to the Electors

Electing a Special Committee to Hold Public
Hearings

Providing for Printing of the Proposed Consti-
tution

39

39

39

39

39

42

42

44

1122A

50

11228
1122C
1122D

63

72

73

81

1122E

91

91

94

95

95

95



Resolution Bex Folder

Number Short Title _ber,  Tepper

44 To Authorize Signing of the Constitution by 6 95
Delegates

45 Of Final Adjournment 6 95

46 Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to John J. 6 95
Tollin

47 Congratulations to Mr, and Mrs. John J. Lallo 7 100A

48 Of Intent of Convention on Lotteries 7 100B

49 To Conduct a Program for Public Education on the 8 133A
Proposed Constitution

50 Providing for Permanent Deposit of Convention 7 100B
Documents

51 To Publish Comparison of the Present and Pro- 8 133B
posed Constitutions

52 Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to Miss Mary 7 100c
C. Heston

53 Relative to Copies of the Verbatim Record 8 133C

54 Extending Appreciation to All Who Assisted in 7 100C
Work of Convention

55 Providing Compensation for the Executive Director 8 133D

56 Providing for Compensation for Certain Services 8 133E

Rendered to the Convention

57 Providing for Payment for Legal Services Ren- 8 133F
dered on Behalf of the Convention

Expenses of Publishing Proposed Constitution to 7 100B
be Drawn from Convention Appropriation



XIV. Documents Relating to Rhode

Microfiche
Card Contents

1 Rhode Island Colonial Charter, 1663

2 Proposed Constitution of 1824

3 An Address to the People of Rhode Island, 1834

4 Journal of the Rhode Island Constitutional Convention of 1842

5 Constitution adopted in 1842

6-7 United States House of Representatives, Report of the Select
Committee on Rhode Island, 1845

8 Petition for a Convention, Henry J. Duff, 1846

9 Rhode Island General Assembly, Report on the Petition, 1847

10 Articles of Amendment, 1864

11 Rhode Island General Assembly, Report on the Constitution, 1882

12 Rhode Island Supreme Court Opinion on the Call of a Convention, 1883

13 Articles of Amendment, 1893

14 Report of Commission to Revise the Constitution, 1898

15 Articles of Amendment, 1903

16 Rhode Island Supreme Court Opinion on the Submission of Constitutional
Amendments, 1909

17-18 Report of Commission to Draft and Report on an Act Providing for a
House of Representatives, 1910

19 Report of Commission to Consider the Amendment and Revision of the
Constitution, 1915

20-25 Rhode Island Supreme Court Opinion Upon Calling a Convention, 1935

26 Articles of Amendment, 1944

27 Proceedings of Limited Constitutional Convention of 1944

28 Articles of Amendment, 1951

29 Proceedings of Limited Constitutional Convention of 1951

30 Articles of Amendment, 1958

30
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