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Abstract

Corruption is generally defined as the misuse of power for personal gain. The
initial aim of this paper was to find a way to eliminate corruption. Even though
corruption is a global problem, the research of this project is focused on Afritamsna
particularly on the country of Angola.

The review of the literature consists of an analysis of the main causes atsl effe
of corruption and of how they have a correlation to poverty and underdevelopment. |
found that the specific case of Angola fits perfectly into all of the camsksftects of
corruption that are mentioned in the literature review.

In an attempt to find solutions for the problem of corruption, a collection of
interviews were performed. Through a combination of the research, the interamnelvs,
the real-life experience of living in Angola, | found that corruption cannot lokcatad

within the economical and political system that we currently live in.



Introduction

“When a contradiction appears in flesh and blood — when we live it — we are
never the same again. The disturbance cuts deep, making an open wound.
When the contradictions start to accumulate, piling up one on one, oozing
slowly, not healing, they become intolerable. As a privileged person with
countless opportunities but wrestling with nagging doubts and no longer
willing to coast or conform, I began to search increasingly driven by the desire

for meaningful purpose” (Smith, 1997: 2).

The above quote sounds like my own justification for deciding to develop my
senior thesis project on the topic of corruption. Having grown up in Angola, | lived in a
society that has lost the sense of justice and rule of law for the substitutaohigrer
law of bribes and corruption. Having the privilege to study in a western nation, | have
been able to look at Angola from the outside, which only allowed for the rise of a
stronger sense of revolt against what goes on in the place that | call home.

Corruption is most commonly defined as the exploitation of power for private or
political gain. After a long period of civil war, Angola evolved into a societyithailed
by corruption above anything else. | have see that corruption has become the norm and
that it is generally accepted as the reality of our every-day livespit@at being
generally accepted, the effects of corruption in Angola are evident. Wailgtion has
greatly profited from its richness in natural resources in the last seaenofepeace, it is
perceptible that these earnings are being deviated from the majorityArigb&an
population which still lives in levels of extreme poverty. In the face of tlaess, tthe
primary question for this research is: How can corruption be eliminated?

Although my motives for pursuing this topic were mainly related to my living

experience in Angola, it is important to mention that corrug@nglobal issue that is



present in every single nation of the world. | decided to focus on this topic mainly
because of what | have seen in my country, but also because Africa rembaims as t
poorest continent on earth, and also as one of where corruption flourishes with the
greatest vivacity. | believe that corruption might have a significant ivegatpact in the
poverty and underdevelopment of African nations.

| began my research process with the development of the review of literature,
which explores the main causes and effects of corruption, emphasizing its links to
poverty and underdevelopment. Through the literature review, | found that a lot of the
causes of corruption overlap with its effects. This lead me to conclude that the aads
effects of corruption create a vicious cycle which is extremely hard wwugef.
Nonetheless, this only increased my motivation in finding a way to eliminatgtornr.

The research process of the literature review was complemented witenvie
that | performed with some key knowledgeable people of providence that haditealt w
corruption in different ways. After living in one of the most corrupt countries iicafit
came as a coincidental irony that | ended up pursuing my college education inlome of t
most corrupt states of the United States. The truth is that, after decidingshibeis
would focus on corruption, all the life decisions that | had made until now, from coming
to this country, to deciding to attend Providence College, to becoming a Global Studies
major, seemed to come together in a harmonious way, almost making me believe that
writing this thesis had been the underlying purpose of all my efforts unknowingly.

During the interviews process | focused my attention on possible solutions for the

elimination of corruption or for effective ways to go against it. | was also &nmadusly



engaged in the analysis of the current anticorruption movements to better understand the
strategies.

With the combination of the research process, the interviews, and my personal
experience in Angola, | come to the sad conclusion that corruption is ineradictite wi

the current economical and political system that we live in.



Literature Review
Executive Summary

The purpose of this literature review is to study the links betweermption and
poverty, based on existent studies from various authors. Throughout thishewekill
be an emphasis on developing nations in Africa for they are sothe gfeatest victims
of both corruption and poverty in the world.

With that in mind, this review will start by understanding wb@truption is through
various definitions. In a general sense, corruption consists offititeuise of power for
private gain, but in order to acquire a broader view on the topic, #ratlite review will
expound upon how different standpoints influence the different definitions dérime
Following, the main causes that factor into the occurrenceooumt acts will be
analyzed thoroughly to provide a deep understanding of where corruption fromes
and also of why it creates such a vast range of effectcouiatry’s economy, growth,
and society. Finally, the various consequences of corruption will bererplwith an
emphasis on its links to poverty and underdevelopment. Lastly, it widhben if these
authors share an overall consensus on how all the major effects of corruptioniddahd i
major and frightening effect of increased poverty.

This literature review will be concluded with the ties bedwevhat | came to know
through my research and what | had already perceived and expériehde living in
Angola. Finally, I will conclude with a reaction to my findingshieh will allow me to

continue to pursue my research into a more specific area of this topic.



Introduction

To corrupt literally means to destroy, from the Latin woodruptus By the most
common definition, corruption is the dishonest exploitation of power for prioat
political gain (Uslaner, 6). Corruption is an illegal activibat has been around since
very ancient times and that has grown to be present throughout the many diféeticam
of our world, both developed and developing. To attest to the ancient nature of
corruption, Kaufmann (1997), Director of the World Bank Institute lggadne work on
Governance and Anti-Corruption, presents the following quote:

[The King] shall protect trade routes from harassment by eosytstate officials,

thieves and frontier guards...[and] frontier officers shall make gdad is lost... Just

as it is impossible no to taste the honey or poison that one magt find tip of one’s
tongue, so it is impossible for one dealing with government fund®naste, at least

a little bit, of the King's wealth.

—From the treatise The Arthashastra, by Kautilya (chief stenito the King in

ancient India), circa 300 B.C. - 150 A.D.

Along with its primordial nature, corruption is now considered a glasale. This
illicit acquisition of personal wealth or power has been wediifieel in every society on
earth, from the banks of the Congo River to the palace of the Dutahfeayily, from
Japanese politicians to Brazilian bankers to the New York Citycealiepartment
(Coolidge & Rose-Ackerman, 1997).

Whenever government officials, or those in power, use a nation’s cesoiar their
personal benefit, these resources are denied to the good of the economy acigthefs
that entire nation. For this reason, corruption stands may stand astadleolis the
development of nations where it prevails, and also as both as causebamikifor

overcoming poverty. Even so, as this review will show, there are sdm defend that

corruption can have some benefits.



This review will analyze how corruption might have a direct i@hato poverty, and
how the elimination or the reduction of corrupt activities could pos®hdylicate or
diminish poverty. To deeply understand how corruption has such damaging éffect
whole nation, this literature review will dig deep into the rootghisf social phenomenon
and analyze the reasons that lie beneath it by expounding upon its caages.
Following, it will examine the leading effects of corruption andvhas a whole, they
stand as an obstacle to economic and social development and, congedaetité
endurance of poverty. A final section will present some conclusions based on mgdindin
throughout this research.

In this review, | will focus mainly on African nations. | cho&&ica for several
reasons. First, because | have lived in Africa for most of fey ilh a country where
corruption seems to be the strongest law, and | have witnessédats en a day-to-day
basis. Second, even though many nations have improved their standéuisgofnd
reduced levels of poverty during the last few decades withbémefits brought by
globalization, Africa still remains as the poorest region ofwbéd, and | am interested
in studying whether or not corruption is one of the major contribdtsr¢his. Third, |
suggest that corruption stands as the biggest barrier to mammai\ftountries that are
now living a time of transition. Corruption is an important constraoth for foreign
investment and for national development, and these nations could be takindpettech

advantage of the available opportunities for their significant overall benefi
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The Roots of Corruption

The Concept of Corruption

Even though there is a general agreement among writers dncanaption is and
what it involves, there has not been an overall agreement on one finidodeof the
term. The reason for this is that there are many differergppetives from which
corruption can be viewed.

In a more market-oriented perspective, Nathaniel Leff (1964) afr@lmh University
states that:

Corruption is an extra-legal institution used by individuals or growgsin influence

over the actions of bureaucracy. As such the existence of corruptice peticates

only that these groups participate in the decision-making procesgteater extent

than would otherwise be the case (11).

While Leff presents corruption almost as a facilitator and anrehaof power to
those who practice it, Carl Friedrich (1963) takes a differpptaach, stressing how
corruption stands as a destructive factor to the interest of the public:

The pattern of corruption can be said to exist whenever a powerr holae is

charged with doing certain things, i.e., who is a responsible functiaraoffice

holder, is by monetary or other rewards not legally provided or indteddke
actions which favor whoever provides the rewards and thereby doegealamthe

public and its interest (168).

Corruption can also be judged through the lenses of morality and. dthit® New
Oxford Annotated Bible, in the book of Exodus, when God defines the rulesishat
people must follow to have be given his protection, it is cleaalgdt “You shall take no
bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, and subverts the cause of tasare in the right”
(The New Oxford Annotated Bible, Exodus 23:8). In contrast to Leff aislifich, the
Bible views corruption as a sin and as an act of immorality.

Along with perceiving corruption and bribery as acts of immorditgas (2003) and
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Bayley (1966) also view it as being unethical, but contrary tptéeous view, there are
no links to religion. Instead of religion as the basis for his vi@agley links corruption
to what he refers to as “political prostitution”, where the csatvant sells his public
office and his responsibility to the highest bidder for personal gaias,Eon the other
hand, takes an economics-oriented approach to the topic by analjznmdirect
relationship between corruption and economic freedom. As corruption es@spmic
freedom diminishes, and as economic freedom diminishes, corruption k&ags Ais a
consequence of diminished economic freedom, the improvement of the lighapsls
of the poor are undermined, thus, corruption is an unethical act, far dreatly affect
the lives of the less favored.

There are obvious points of variance among the multiplicity of diefnst of
corruption. However, there are some main points that can be sealh ah them:
corruption always involves two sides, the corruptor and the corruptetplies a misuse
of authority and a violation of responsibility toward a system; and it involvesthiéice
of the public for private benefit. Most importantly, from the def@ definitions of
corruption, it is clear that its grasp extends to various sect@sciety, from economics,
to morality, to the law, and of course, to the lives of the people. Ini@ido the many
different views on the concept of corruption, authors have also distiegldifferent

types of corruption.

Categories of Corruption
Both Mbaku (2000) and Rose-Ackerman (2006) make an interesting tistinc
between political corruption and bureaucratic corruption. While buresuc@tuption

is mostly used by civil servants to acquire additional compensatrahdémselves, their
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relatives, and their friends, political corruption is used litgriallthe world of politics, to
build political parties, political machines, and to help politicianstwa and retain their
leadership positions.

Mbaku (2000), author of the book ‘Bureaucratic and Political Corruption ircaafri
goes on to identify four different categories of corruption. The fys¢ is calledcost-
reducing corruption and it involves the attempt by civil servants to redneecost of
regulations, taxes for example, to ultimately reduce the nap®iding costs of a firm
or a business. This reduction of regulation costs will then brirgcanomic gain to the
civil servant and to the firm, or to one of the firm’'s employeesther words, it will
bring gain to the corrupted and to the corruptor. The second categoajleid cost-
enhancingcorruption; this type of corruption is usually used when the government
regulations impose a price ceiling on the sale of certain prodysstsrally for the benefit
of the consumers, and it is an attempt to charge consumerseahat approximates the
price of the free market price. This is obviously a drawbacktiie good of the
consumers. The third type of corruption benefit-enhancingand it is said to be
prevalent in Africa and in developing nations. It consists of antillicost of public
benefits that is done by civil servants for the advantage of onedodivor a group. The
recipients of these benefits then share them with the ciwlasts according to a
previously settled agreement. In contrast, the final categobgngfit-reducingand it
involves the illegal appropriation of public benefits by civil servainés are supposed to
go to private citizens, for their own personal convenience. Ogai@,ahis is obviously
prejudicial to the lives of private citizens.

Knowing what the term corruption means and having an idea of iterefitf
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interpretations is not sufficient to truly understand this phenomenon and tsorelated
to poverty. It is important to unravel the reasons that drive humaakddhese actions,

and the causes that lie beneath them.

The Causes of Corruption

When analyzing corruption, it is difficult to separate its causa® its effects,
because, like Rose-Ackerman (2006) says, “many causes of corruigtioseam to be
consequences of corruption” (4). Still, much research has attemptexhatoine both
sides of the coin separately. When looking at the many different causasugftion, it is
easier to group them into two different categories. While s@uses can be considered
generators of corruption, those at the root of the problem, othengegpetuators of
corruption, meaning that aside from serving as motivators forréaian of corruption,

they are also the causes for its perseverance.

Generators of Corruption

Generators of corruption are causes of corruption, which are deeggdrin the
background of a system. The central factors are: culture, history, and nedotatces.

1. Culture

Rose-Ackerman gives a good explanation of how these factors azeatgea of
corruption when referring to the aspect of culture by saying‘tinsatn the invariance of
cultural variables over time, we have reason to believe thatahsality runs from
culture to corruption and not the other way around” (17).

Mbaku (2000) gives the example of corruption in Africa, where thelpenypect
their leaders to be kind, generous, and caring for the less frtones. The author adds
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that, based on that expectation, civil servants are expected to anaices based on
personal norms, which obviously creates opportunities and public accefptante
development of corrupt acts. Another reason for corruption in Africefased by Ekpo
(1979) by arguing that it may just be the modern extension of thefothw tradition of
gift-giving. Similarly, Johnston (2005) refers to the very weltegated culture of gift-
giving in Japan and to how the idea of “I'm good to you and you willdzel go me” is
very well accepted and seen as a very reasonable thing. Johnstam goasate that it is
difficult to distinguish when this gift-giving tradition of Japan dsne as an act of
corruption, or just as an act of recognition to the receiver ofgttie Because this
distinction cannot be made clear, corruption can easily be camouflagmayh this
tradition, therefore increasing the opportunities to engage in it (28-32).

It is commonly known that different cultures of different societies very much
linked to their major religions. La Porta et al. (1997) examine tebigion may have an
influence in the levels of corruption. The authors view Catholic,eBasdrthodox, and
Muslim religions to be very hierarchal which destroys the watibn for civic
engagement, and, as a result, should help reduce corruption. On the other leand, w
Paldam (1999) tests the impact of 11 different religions on corrughierauthor comes
to the conclusion that although corruption does appear to be lower in coumthes
greater adherence to Reform Christianity and tribal g higher levels of corruption
are seen in countries with a greater influence of Pre-RefGhmstianity, Islam,
Buddhism, and Hinduism.

A very strong connection is also seen between culture and thevalags of a

certain society. Johnston refers to loyalty as a great imdkiéo the levels of corruption.
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The author examines how the sense of loyalty in many Afmedions grew to become
an unwritten law following their tribal tradition that, “the maosell-off among the
villagers were obliged to help the least well-off among them.'gblkes on to say: “ it is
precisely this sense of loyalty and obligation that provides thenstgroint of much of
Nigeria’s corruption” (64).

Similar to the value of loyalty is the value that people ¢gové&amily. Limpset and
Lenz (2000) create a scale to measure “familism” by sungegpeople’s ideas, first on
unconditional love and respect to one’s parents, regardless of thes; &ndtsecond on
the percentage of people who think that divorce is unjustifiable. In¢baclusion, the
rates of familism are positively related to corruption. Ekpo (1918®) discusses values
having an influence on corruption by keeping a main focus on pride. The stdakes
that great pride in the nation, in the government, or in business) isngortant
contributor to low corruption levels. Ekpo underlines that pride cannotdagecr from
one day to the other and it takes generations for it to be inherém@ people of a nation
(26). As Ekpo concludes, the history of a nation is also a very iamgofactor to
consider when analyzing the causes for certain acts, in this case, tqticorr

2. History

Many authors refer to the heritage of nations as one of the impstrtant
influences in the level of corruption in certain nations, especallfrica. Different
authors tend to emphasize the relationship between history and corrupigontiney
refer to African nations because of their colonized past. Johnston (RGDEEs this
belief by stating that the colonizers of African nations pursueategiies that only

considered the good of the lives of the colonizers and the colonizingn.ndhe
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colonizers in Africa “not only locked their firms and market slsdbut also neglected to
create a class of local entrepreneurs” (39). Ekpo (1979) goes support Johnston’s
view and adds that aside from the people from these nations fekimgished and
discriminated by the way they were being treated, they began actinguptive ways:

Because government was carried on by aliens, citizens devetopetitude of

irresponsibility and felt obliged thwart government in every possialg, including

cheating. Cheating of ‘foreign devils in government’ becameiradimas a patriotic

virtue (14).

Blundo (2006) adds that it must also be taken into account that tbaiaiol
administration was not spared from corrupt behaviors and irregularities.

In addition to a nation’s historical background, Sandholtz and Gray (2003 atdal
nation’s geography can also have some impact on the levels of camrupe authors
demonstrate that neighbor countries may share similar norms tidlest towards
corruption, and these might carry over from one neighbor country to hiee a$ they
engage in trade. Another major impact that has to do with a nagengraphy is the
richness in natural resources. In the opinion of some authors, thislsmrbe a
contributor to the increase of acts of corruption.

3. Natural Resources
Authors Leite and Weidemann (1999) and Johnston all argue that an abumdance i
natural resources creates opportunities for rent-seeking, whicrsagban an individual,
organization or firm seeks to make money by manipulating the ecorandior legal
environment rather than by trade and production of wealth, givingtais®rruption.
Leite and Weidemann demonstrate that when a country’s GNi3g@lational Product)

is built up mainly from a natural resource industry, oil for exanphe level of

corruption in that nation is significantly high. Johnston backs up these findingyibg:s
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“Governments with budgets relying heavily on oil or mineral aotton are particularly
exposed to international and domestic corruption through public procurement; under
invoicing, financial fraudulent practices, dishonest banking, and so on” (36).

As mentioned earlier, all these generators of corruption tend &b thee origin of
why corruption exists. In addition to these, the factors that ares iames created by
corruption itself, and that take part it its perseverance, lacevary important to this

analysis.

The Perpetuators of Corruption

Many of these factors are considered perpetuators of corruption eebaysan be
both a cause and a consequence of corruption, in other words, at thensartigtithey
are motivators for corruption, they are also causes that keepptorr in existence. For
this reason, the distinction between the causes and the effedsgftion are unclear.
Authors identify the main perpetuators of corruption as: leveisemuality associated
with social elites, level of economic competition, the structuréhefgovernment, and
poverty.

1. Inequality

In his analysis of corruption, Uslaner (2008) emphasizes inequalithea main
cause for the phenomenon. The author says that people who live in cowunitiienigh
disparities between poor and rich, get caught in the “inequality &nagh even though
they are hardly ever happy about it, they make payments and eimgageupt acts
because there is no way out, it is their only option. Therefore, inggbaktomes not

only a cause for the occurrence of corruption, but also a cause for its continuation.
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In this inequality, the ones who stand on the side of the richlase/s a minority
of the population; they are therefore denominated as the elitese# gocieties. Mbaku
(2000) takes a look at the elites in African nations and how theythawepart in the
perpetuity of corruption. Even though most of these African nations sigmificant
high levels of poverty, these elites are able to maintain signifiy high standards of
living, thanks principally to corruption. Mbaku goes on to say that “coonphias
emerged as an important structure that is used to defend antimalite privileges”
(41). The author concludes by saying that, even though corruption hasdifowthe
accumulation of wealth and well being for a small percentagaeopopulation, it has
predominantly impoverished and marginalized a large majority of the Africangoeopl

2. Economic Competition

Rose-Ackerman (2006) states that when government laws restrigbetton
among firms, profits increase and politicians are given the opportonitgtermine these
profits, in return for an agreed share. In contrast, when there is competititnigns do
not have as much room to offer their “services” in exchange fbedrthus there is less
motivation for corruption. Henderson (1999) supports this idea when he al@ies t
corruption is negatively related with the various indicators of ecandraedom. In
addition, Neeman et al. (2003) assert that economic freedom catiyabtidetrimental
to development because the income that is generated from corruptidre edlocated
abroad instead of being reinvested in within the nation.

Economic competition and economic freedom are dependent on decisions and
regulations imposed by the government. Likewise, other economic aiadl fagtors are

determined by the way government is structured, including the problem of corruption.
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3. Government Structure

Authors seem to agree that democracy and parliamentarisgom@irgutors to the
reduction of corruption. Conversely, systems with powerful presidentpeaceived to
be more corrupt. Kunicova (2005) does a study of a sample of mord@Barountries
and shows that corruption is higher in regimes where the presigewesr is spread
across both legislative and non-legislative functions. On a differet®, Moe (1985)
brings up the point that competition in politics and a democratiersydb not guarantee
that corruption will be diminished. As earlier distinguished in titgsature review, in
contrast to bureaucratic corruption, political corruption is used to paiitical parties,
political machines, and to help politicians capture and retain lgesdiership positions.
Thereby, in a corrupt environment, powerful politicians can eradibate competition,
subverting the selection process. Mbaku (2000) adds that this is venyordynseen in
African nations and illustrates that idea by saying: “Once gownent is captured, the
new regime erects substantial entry barriers, making cetl&@h competitors have
virtually no chance of capturing the government legally” (37). Thissequently turns
into another corruption mechanism, in which the government promotese aofris
corruption and also perpetuates it, not allowing for change.

In addition, Mbaku states that in many African nations, the stateeived as an
instrument for wealth accumulation. Thus, the holders of power oppressieadidii
society to misery. This misery that society is put through i$ leotmajor effect of
corruption and another cause for its persistence, and it will berddrated in the

analysis of the final major factor of corruption in this literature revigoverty.
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4. Poverty

Gray and Kaufmann (1998) state that the biggest reason for widdsppeuption
throughout developing countries does not come from a difference in thes geaplive
in these nations compared to people who live elsewhere, but frororttigi@ns in these
nations, which are ripe for corruption. They go on explaining that “thesatiain to earn
income is extremely strong, exacerbated by poverty and byalwdv declining civil
service salaries” (9). Ekpo (1979) on the other hand, defends thakuifferels of
poverty influence the levels in which corruption is carried. The awtfioms that when
poverty is elevated to a degree of starvation in a nation, itssas/a discouragement for
corruption. Additionally, poverty above that level need not necessarilgohducive to
corruption, but Ekpo does agree that it is a factor that mightvatetit. He goes on to
emphasize that, above all, poverty is a major effect of corruption.

There are many causes of corruption and, as it as been s&d, sarhe of these
causes are also its effects. This is the basis for Johns@B0%)( statement of how
“corruption breeds corruption” (37). Even though some of the effects haee
previously mentioned, it is important to have a clear view of wieget generators and

perpetuators of corruption can generate.

The Consequences of Corruption

The consequences of corruption have been analyzed by a number of altbors
for the most part, perceive them as being significantly dargafgr the economy, the
governance, and the people of a nation. This analysis of the authevs’ ofi¢he effects

of corruption begins with the impact of corruption on overall productivity and
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investment, followed by its impact in the public sector and, finaith works which
claim that corruption creates inequality and poverty.

The sector in which there appears to be the greatest varietgimbns when it
comes to the effects of corruption is the one that deals mitbsiment. Even though
corruption is generally never perceived as something positive, wdasare taking part
in it, there are actually some theories that contradictagssimption. Still, most authors
come to the conclusion that overall, corruption is damaging to the asunthere it
prevails, affecting both foreign and national investment, and consequéetigconomic

growth of a nation.

Corruption: Curse or Blessing for Investment?

When referring to corruption, one generally does not assume thrapiwon can
actually be good. Surprisingly, according to Leff (1964) and Bayl®$&) corruption
can enhance the ability of the private sector to gain accefisetdureaucracy and
contribute effectively to policy formulation. Kaufmann and Wei (1999) tbés theory
“the efficient grease hypothesis” in their analysis int toarruption can improve
economic efficiency and that fighting it would be counter-productive.

Leff defends this theory by stating that corruption can improve gfsionship
between the civil service and the entrepreneurial class. Sinceebsistwners will be
granted greater access to bureaucracy, they will be givash#imee to impact the policy
process and, consequently, their economic performance. Also, corruptionccamage
civil servants to participate more in the private sector and tonbeanore effective

advocates of the programs designed by the entrepreneurial Bagey adds: “in
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developing nations [corruption] is an indispensable means of reconcilinffigrent
wage rates with the claims of traditional society operdimgugh extended family and
clan ties” (728). Advocates of these ideas often give the gleani some Asian nations,
like Japan, where corruption does exist but where foreign investamehteconomic
growth does not seem to be affected by it.

Kaufmann and Wei refute Leff's and Bayley’s ideas by argtinagy it can only be
true in a very narrow sense, when bad regulation and officiak$raemt are taken as
exogenous. Through a survey-based study, Kuffman and Wei show thatryctmicaff
and Bayley's idea, managers of the firms that pay more bribeaverage end up
spending more rather than less time negotiating with governméaialsf therefore
decreasing efficiency. Through their study, they conclude that tiresea disadvantage
to those paying the bribes as well as to the society in general. With respecidest that
Asian nations stand as proof of the truthfulness of the “efficigmegse” theories, Wei
(1997) argues that among these Asian nations, foreign investopsefer to go to less
corrupt countries.

Gray and Kaufmann (1998) state that corruption “impedes log-tereigforand
domestic investment” (8). To argue that corruption is, in fact, @diager to foreign
investment, Wei (2000) deduces through his calculations that if India ceduce its
corruption levels to the same levels as Singapore, its almligfttact foreign investors
would be the same as reducing its marginal corporate taya?@ percentage points.
Habib and Zurawicki (2001, 2002) support Wei's idea of corruption degefareign
direct investments, and they add that corruption has a bigger impdotedgn direct

investment than on local investment. Mbaku (2000) adds, with examples io&rAfr
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Nations, that corruption takes a big part in dissuading national emtegpseto invest
within their own nations due to the sense of instability broughheyphenomenon. He
also mentions that corruption can significantly distort global tradethe flow of
investment, in addition to enhancing illicit activities of drug olephnd other forms of
internationally organized crime.

Wei (2000) realizes that if corruption reduces both domestic andgriore
investment, one can only conclude that it also reduces a nation’s ecogramwih rate.
Tanzi and Davoodi (2001) provide evidence for corruption lowering growth twoss-
section of 97 countries. An empirical study by economist Mauro (198Xyssthat a
country is likely to achieve aggregate investment levels of alg®r cent less than a
relatively uncorrupt country, and lose about half a percentage pogros$ domestic
growth per year.

With diminished foreign and domestic investment and reduced growtRpses-
Ackerman (2006) comes to prove, corruption also leads to the misaloadtipublic

resources.

Effects of Corruption in the Public Sector

Through a systematic study on the effects of corruption, TanzZDamdodi (1997)
conclude that corruption distorts public expenditure away from needdth leal
education funds. Mbaku (2000) asserts that, in countries in which corruptibedase
pervasive, the cost of public goods is very much inflated. He eXespghis by saying
that, in African nations it is not uncommon for people to bribe doctors and nurses in order

to get treatment at government-owned hospitals or clinics wheMieeses supposed to be
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free for the citizens of the country. Mauro (1998) and Kaufmann (1997) previdence
that corruption lowers government spending on education. Additionally, Teartzi
Davoodi also found that corruption reduces the public investment of a ceuntry
infrastructure. Wei (2000) states that “an increase in corrupaurces the quality of the
roads, and increases the incidence of power outages, telecommuniaat®rafed water
losses” (11). Welsch (2004) brings a new aspect to the tabbephyriag the relationship
between corruption and pollution. The author concludes through his studigsotnat
environmental regulation can be a result of corruption and that dorugtes increase
pollution levels.

Gray and Kaufmann (1998) state that this distortion of state tE®ndemines
the state’s ability to raise revenues and leads to higher ahdrhigx rates which are
imposed on fewer and fewer taxpayers. Mbaku also expounds upon the sat subj
demonstrating how this misallocation of public resources in Africeeases the costs for
taxpayers. He stresses how “Africa’s taxpayers now lhageer and higher costs for a
civil service that rarely produces benefits for society” 8J2The author goes on to
describe that, in these countries, people must pay twice for sethkeeeducation and
healthcare which are supposed to be offered free of charge ggubmment, first in the
form of taxes, and secondly in the form of bribes.

Finally, Gray and Kaufmann observe that corruption underminessthie’s
legitimacy. Mbaku even posits the possibility that “eventualig, department may come
to totally specialize in the extraction of bribes from thegie sector with little emphasis
placed on performing its traditional duties — serving the public” (73).

In the end, as engagers of corruption accumulate wealth and thefrédse
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population lives the effects of corruption, most authors agree thaftthlese causes can
join together and create one major effect of corruption: increasddparpetuated

poverty.

Final Consequence: Poverty and Underdevelopment

In his concluding remarks on how corruption is related to poverty, 2080) sums
up many other effects of corruption and realizes that they lajearedd in the worsening
of poverty. He enumerates:

Corruption lowers economic growth, biases the tax system to fagaich
and well-connected, reduces the effectiveness of targetingcwdl orograms,
biases government policies towards favoring inequality in asastrship, lowers
social spending, reduces access to education by the poor, axakexthe risk of
investment by the poor (14).

Similarly, Rose-Ackerman (2006) lists several channels throlgthvwhe poor are
hurt by corruption and through which their level of poverty is never dsete First, as it
has been analyzed above, the poor will receive lower level odlssmnvices; secondly,
infrastructure investment will be biased against projects atththe poor; thirdly, the
poor will face higher tax rates for fewer services; fouttlejrtability to escape poverty
through the use of indigenous, small-scale enterprise is diminished.

Johnston (2005) clearly refers to poverty as being the main effecrfption by
stating: “The main effect was increased poverty: already-jmalviduals pay more and

thus get poorer, with this vicious circle lowering their likelihoodgeftting out of the

poverty trap” (47).
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Conclusion

This literature review confirms that based on a variety of e dhere is a general
consensus on the idea that corruption is directly related to povéyg, dne important
and necessary aim in the fight of poverty, especially in Africations, is the fight
against corruption. But how can this be done?

From this literature review, | realized that, differently frarhat people commonly
think, bad governance is not the only reason to blame for corruptiesci€brruption
goes much deeper than that. It can be inherited in a nation’s histoay,country’s
richness, or even in the way people have evolved to be.

Throughout my research process, | could not help tying my findings&b Mhave
experienced living in a corrupt nation. As | read about the main sanskeconsequences
of corruption, the facts and my personal experience matched sotlyetfet | was
almost sure that all the authors were referring to the spesidmple of Angola. Angola
is extremely rich in natural resources; it has the histobaekground of an ex-colony,
the corrupt neighboring countries, and the numbers confirming very higls lefe
poverty, inequality, and underdevelopment. Consequently, and confirmingatitese’s
points, it has recently been rated as th& 22ost corrupt nation in the world by the
Transparency International organization. Just like in other corrupgnsatin Angola,
corruption has been a part of every-day life for so long now, thaisialmost become a
norm of the everyday life.

In addition, one of the findings that struck me the most is how theegzaardd
consequences are extremely interrelated. It demonstrates hawptmorris a vicious

cycle fueled by a wide variety of reasons. Taking this intoideration, it is extremely
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different to come up with effective ways to fight corruption. Thi®irelation between
causes and consequences is an indicator of how anti-corruption activéigghting for
a change that seems extremely difficult to achieve siooe ©f these causes are deeply
embedded in the roots of certain societies. In addition, even the ¢hate® not lie at
the foundation of life in these corrupt nations still seem so ertyeoorrelated to each
other that the fight against corruption is carried out againgnaendously vast scope of
problems. Which cause must be confronted first? How do you tacklesam tisat has
been around for so long that it has become a part of people’s lives?

After understanding the complexity of the issue of corruption,gaser to imagine
why attempts of fighting against corruption have generally besfestive. My next step
in my research will be to analyze a variety of differeierapts in the fight against
corruption in order to gain a better grasp of what it is that theyngssing. | would like
to have a clear idea of what these movements have accomplished yatitewlefforts
have generally not been very successful. | believe the problgint e that these anti-
corruption movements are not confronting the fundamental grounds of corruption. |
predict that since corruption seems to be so embedded in people;ssipeesally in
African nations like Angola, true change in corruption would have to clsome a

change in our current political and economical system.
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Methodology

The literature review was the first step in the researcthenapic of corruption.
It served both as a foundation of my understanding of causes and efffexdrruption
and as the trigger for the questions that allowed for a furtheysamalf this topic. The
following steps of the research can be considered the communagemgnt part of the
research. The community engagement was composed of two magmset)i interviews
of people who are or have been engaged in anti-corruption efforts erediffforms; and
2) my personal experience in Angola, in which | played a more disey role, but

which also included some informal interviews with the people of Angola.

Interviews

In the interviews section of the community engagement | was ynesdrching
for answers for my initial question: how can we fight corruption?hle search for
answers | split my interview research into two differenttieas: 1) face-to-face
interviews with local individuals from Providence, RI; and 2) phonervig® with a
representative from international anti-corruption organization Transpanstecgdtional.

After growing up in one of the most corrupt nations in the world, itardp be
seen as true irony that | came all the way to Amenaget a college education in one of
the most corrupt states of the U.S. — Rhode Island. After dedidatghis thesis would
focus on corruption, it came almost as a blessing that | wag lin such a corrupt state.
Soon enough | was given the opportunity to interview two individuals who were
involved, in very distinct ways, in the famous Providence corruption chsermer

mayor Buddy Cianci. The two interviewees were Mr. Richard Rossstant U.S.
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attorney and lead prosecutor of former mayor Buddy Cianci, and MhadicStanton,
writer for the Providence Journal and author of the book “Prince of Prmatiewhich
centers on the whole case of Buddy Cianci. The interviews weraemtt to concentrate
on this particular case of corruption, but on the views that thesdistioct individuals
hold in regards to the fight against corruption, seeing that they botlattioks to either
stop or to promote awareness of this particular corruption case.irBethiewees were
given a background overview of the current situation of Angola and doymption
seems to almost have become a part of the culture of this counése are some of the
main questions that were posed to the interviewees:

e In a country where corruption seems to be established in sdomtydo

you go against it?

e Do you believe that corruption is negotiable?

e Do you believe that corruption is eradicable?

e If so, what do you believe are the most effective ways to fight corruption?

e If not, what should be done?

In order to better understand the current anti-corruption effortatbdieing done
right now, | decided to interview a representative of the intemma anti-corruption
organization Transparency International. | was offered a phone intewigh one of
their representatives and | posed the following questions:

e What does International Transparency see as the most \effeciys to
fight corruption?
e What have been your anti-corruption efforts in Africa?

e Has Transparency International had results of efficiency?
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e Do you believe corruption is eradicable?
The interviews came as a great component to my research, bpersgnal
experience in Angola adds a very strong influence to the devetbmhéhis thesis and

to the findings.

Personal experience in Angola

My personal experience in Angola has been happening almostlsiaeborn,
and | became aware of corruption long before | decided to do redeathls thesis, just
like any other Angolan citizen does. Nevertheless, after \gritire literature review |
made a visit to Angola with a new set of eyes and ears, open to hear and notispeanty
of everyday life that | could relate to this topic. The goahefresearch in Angola was to
be immersed in the everyday life of Luanda and to try to pasemattention to the
underlying laws of Angolan society. During my stay in Luandaeddrthe national
newspaper, and watched some of the Angolan television news sources, tivber
government and the president are constantly mentioned. | constantly dbgerweay
the Angolans deal with each other and also talked with sortief about their personal

opinions about the government, widespread corruption, and future hopes for Angola.
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Findings

Through the combination of the research done for the literature retew
interviews, and the experience that | have had in Angola, | have cometolesswering
some of the initial questions that have driven me to pursue this topic. What liesaattthe r
of corruption? Are the existing anti-corruption movements effecti@® can corruption
be eliminated? In analyzing the main causes and effects of cormuphave found that
Angola serves as a perfect example of a country that is bylesbrruption, causing a
greater damage to the lives of the general population. Thiorsenft the paper will
demonstrate how Angola serves as a mirror to the better uentirsy of the depth of
corruption in African nations. Holding a better grasp of the realitAngola, and in
general of other African nations, is a useful tool when analy#eg current anti-
corruption strategies. Anti-corruption efforts have been “more notewdor their limits
than for their successes” (Szeftel, 232). This section of the pélpexpound upon what
| have found to be the main reasons for such failure, and whyptiom will continue to

exist as a prevalent problem in our current economic and political system.

The specific case of Angola: A mirror for corruption in Africa
Angola ranks 158 out of 180 on corruption watchdog Transparency
International’s 2008 Corruption Perception Index. A wide number of Afmedions like
Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe, Guinea-Bissau, Democratic Republic of Conigeyid
Sudan, and many others stand on very close ranks to the one of Ahgotaf be seen
on Appendix | and Il). When linking the causes and effects of corrupiianwere

referred in the literature review to the reality that vedi in Angola, there is an obvious
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match between the theory and the truth. By analyzing this linkirdleeroot causes of
corruption in Angola become clearer, also serving as a sweegflegtion of what
occurs in other African nations living in similar conditions.

The literature review divided the main causes of corruption betiveermain
categories: the ones that generate corruption, and the ones ripatugte corruption.
Comprised in the generators of corruption are the history, the cudtadethe natural
resources of a nation. A general understanding of these three aspgbetspecific case
of Angola offers an extremely enlightening view of the underlying cadsasmption.

A defining historical point for the current situation of Angoldahe 500 years of
Portuguese dominance during the colonial period. Authors mentioned intettatulie
review stress the idea that European colonizers were never medcgith the authentic
development of the colony. On the contrary, colonies were merely asad@urce for
natural resources and labor. This applies for the Portuguese catoniZangola also. A
great example of this was the slave trade. Slavery servadpasdigious block to the
development of the African people, removing them away from thed & forcing
them to do labor-intensive jobs without receiving any type of re\{Rodney,105), and
this had an undeniable impact in the current underdevelopment of Afmica.deep
analysis of the historical facts that have contributed to the undésgewent of Angola,
Munslow (1999) states the following:

Under colonialism, the aim was to ensure profits went back to Pbandahat

the growing demands of an expanding white settler population werelittket

was done to provide education, health, agricultural extension and other livelihood-

enhancing support to the mass of the population. (564)

In response to the Portuguese dominance, Angolans began to organae for

movement for their independence. Different political parties Viegraed, mostly based
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on family and friendship ties (Brinkman, 197), to fight for the indeperelericthe
nation. On November 11 of 1975, Angola became an independent nation, but
unfortunately 27 years of civil war followed this long-waited achmesnet. Many blame a
lack of Portuguese will and ability to maintain an orderly ttaosito independence as
the main cause of the beginning of the civil war. After theugoese left, the three main
political coalitions that had fought together for the independence of Angola teefight
against each other, striving to obtain the power over the nation’s nats@lrces.
Munslow (1999) rightly affirms that, ironically, the wealth of Angdias caused the
poverty of its population (552). The civil war lasted until 2002, leavirey dountry
completely destroyed, with an almost stagnated economy, drained thentosts
demanded from numerous conflicts; and with the immense majoritigeopopulation
displaced, concentrated in the capital of the country, along witly wider significant
problems.

The long-lasting period of instability left profound scars on Angslaciety that
cannot be perceived at a first glance. Corruption is a big pértWwhen taking a deeper
look at the effect of all the years of conflict, their connectmoorruption becomes more
evident. Firstly, according to Munslow, “the norm in post-independenceaffpolitical
culture is a ‘winner takes all'’ philosophy” (557). A parallel adevas many times
mentioned in conversations that | have had with Angolans who endured thiadong-
war period. It was often said that when living in times of imgeeinstability, one never
knows what will happen on the next day; thus, when an opportunity conmeake one
self better off, that opportunity will be used down to its verst ldrop of benefit.

Although the country has been at peace for 7 years now, this “wakes all” mentality
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has prevailed and it can be seen in the way that the powerful peoplegofa are
drawing in all of the country’s wealth for their personal advgetdt is also seen in the
way that public officials will not miss a chance to take brild@sople in Angola are
forced to pay bribes to be seen by a doctor at a public hospitakeaare of an official
document, or even to get their children to move up a grade in public s€hodhe
whole, the struggle for each “winner” to take the most he possiolyleads to a society
that literally runs on corruption.

Secondly, the fact that the political parties were formed mastbed on family
and friendship ties is something that is still seen in the Aamgphkrties of today. The
practice by those in power of favoring relatives or friendshat is defined as Nepotism.
Not only is it considered a form of corruption, but it is also a soofrcerruption since it
opens more doors for those who have the power to continue to keep tle gnang
them. Interestingly, author Adam Bellow (2003) argues that nepdisiatural to human
beings when he affirms that “since humans are the social bpanaxcellence, it would
be more surprising to biologists if humagigin't practice nepotism” (52). The idea that
the underling cause for nepotism lies in the nature of human beiragts te the
possibility that corruption might also be inherent in human natuiellbw justifies the
idea of nepotism as being a part of human nature by the fact thetnBuare social
beings, and therefore they care for the ones who are close to tieeenistno reason that
the same justification cannot be used for corruption. Corruption ofmutise benefit of
the life of one’s own and of his loved ones. Following this linghaiught, one can
conclude that corruption is also inherent in our nature. If this istiwe is it that we can

fight corruption? | will return to this enlightening point later on, but now | will
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continue to explore the specific case of Angola and its links to matsy widespread
corruption.

Analyzing the culture of indigenous Angola, prior to the colonial irorgss also
an illuminating way of understanding underlying causes of corruption. ofigénal
inhabitants of Angola lived in a tribal system in which all themiers of the tribe
worked together for their own sustainability. It is also importantention that people
were related to each other through family ties, which kept theselg united, living in a
true community. In the booldow Europe Underdeveloped AfriciRodney (1972),
asserts: “In Africa, before the fifteenth century, the predomimaimciple of social
relations was that of family kinship associated with communali€38). This strong
sense of community clashed with the imposed Europeanized systemabé property,
in which only a minority has power over the wealth. The imposed Europeasystem
is analogous to the idea of the domination systenMyrishmael Daniel Quinn (1998)
illustrates the domination system by distinguishing two maougs in the evolution
towards civilization: the takers and the leavers. The takerssesgirédhe ones who
introduced the concept of privatizing food and land, and who began to dominateeove
others — the leavers - by imposing their own rules. Driven byhéoessity of gaining
access to food, the leavers were forced to accept the cofttive takers and to take part
in this new system. This is exactly what happened when the Besig@ncountered the
communal system of indigenous Angolans. However, some chastctéeatures of
African culture could not be completely eclipsed by the Europehe.ifiportance of
family and kinship relations was never erased, but within the sysitgrosed by the

Europeans, they were extorted into the problem that we refemepasism, and created
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almost a necessity for the emergence of corruption to go agaimsé deep study of the
domination system, Wink (1992) states the following:

The irony is that successful defense against a power-margniaggressor

requires a society to become more like the society thattémeat. Thus

domination is a contaminant, a disease that, once introduced, wibraidy

spread throughout the system of societies (40).

In the same line of thought, corruption unfolded as a reaction to this dominant system that
went against the culture of communalism. In addition, we must not tfdige
“‘communalism is one phase through which all human society passedhéR 37),

which might be an explanation for why corruption is a global problem.

Another aspect about Angolan indigenous culture that is worthyeotftiath is the
great importance and power that was held by the king or therled the community.
The leaders were acknowledged as paramount and controlled event afpdbe
community. In addition, they were often offered tribute and welevssl to have
substantial religious power and authority (Library of Country $&d1989). According
to Mbaku (2000), people in Africa also expected their leaders to be kthdenerous,
and it is based on that assumption that civil servants of todastibirexpected to make
decisions based on personal norms. The idea of the leader concentigpioyen is
something that is still very present in the reality of mod&ngola. President Eduardo
dos Santos, current president of Angola, holds both titles of chi¢ditef and of head of
government which allow him to have a supreme say in all threel@amé governance:
executive, legislative, and judicial. Moreover, dos Santos hag Argola for 30 years
now, without holding any presidential elections. It was demonstratéwireview of the

literature that the opinion of the majority of authors is thateatralized government

structure is much more conducive to corruption than one that one thegnseihted. This
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is exactly what is seen in Angola. The president holds all the rpoves the state, and
even though there are no proofs that he takes advantage of this power personal
benefit because the state of Angola refuses to openly publish goveisispending, it is
seen in the multiple luxurious mansions and other indicators ofvish lfestyle that his
spending is well overdoing his officially reported two-thousand dollar monthlyysalar

After analyzing the underlying causes of corruption in the fpecase of
Angola, an overview of its main effects must be done to justifyirtiportance of this
topic. While corruption in Angola does not seem to have too much of a dayreffgct
on the economy of the country these days, its impact on human developchemt the
personal lives of people is severe.

Since the ending of the war, Angola has been taking full advantage mo&in
natural resources, mostly oil and diamonds, to finance the recomstro€tthe nation.
Due to an increasing demand for oil from foreign countries, Angaabkan extremely
successful in its economic growth. According to World Bank repdresethas been an
average GDP growth of 14% in the last six years, and close to 18.6% last 4 years.
Angola has increased its oil production up to $2 million barrels aatay the current
estimate of the nation’s GDP in 2008 was of $95.95 billion dollars. Hawellethis
wealth does not filter through the hands of those in power to thelmatasdst need it. A
very small elite maintains the wealth under its power, while 80%e population still
lives with less than $2 dollars a day. Inequality, as it was ioread in the literature
review, is both a cause and an effect of corruption. In Angola, noti®rtiyne of the
main motivators for people to engage in corrupt activities ofashribes, but it is also

an effect of the corruption that goes on. The gap between the smallitynthat has
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access to the nation’s wealth and the vast majority that dods wety visible. On the
same street one will frequently notice the contrast betweeshihg car driven by the
man in the ostentatious suit, and the hungry child begging for money.

Corruption in Angola has also lead to the misallocation of governrasatirces.
Angola suffers profound problems in the realm of public health and edoicathich
truly affect the future development of the population. The median ageguflans is of
18 years, and about one in every four children dies before reachiageahaf five. It is
truly revolting to see that while the comfortable elite iseabl afford for the services of
private clinics and schools, the overwhelming majority of the popul#iteft with the
terrible conditions offered by public hospitals and schools. Besides afntbe times the
public will still have to pay for these services in the forhbobes. Out of the nation’s
GDP it is estimated that only 1.5% is invested in public healthices; and 2.6% in
public education. As it was showed above, the problem is not that the cdoesynot
have the economic resources to better this situation. Even thoughateen® direct
proofs that the rest of the nation’s earnings are going toward pesgp@maling by those
who have access to it, it is clear that the true necessitig®e nation are being ignored
and pushed aside in the favor of something else. From some aifdh@al interviews
and of my personal experience living in Angola, | have no doubt in my mhiat this
money is going towards the benefit of those who play a role in dkiergment. One
common answer that | heard in regards to this issue, in reéeterthe general attitude of
Angolan government officials was the following: “The money e eré, but we
(Angolans) cannot resist the temptation to put that money into oupoekets. That is

the problem.”
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Looking at the effects of corruption in the real lives of innocedpge is what
truly motivates the search for an effective way to fight agaioguption. On the other
hand, having in mind how the causes of corruption might be so deeply no@tsociety
like the Angolan one, or even in human nature, gives an idea of the cagnplethe

issue.

Anti-corruption efforts: causes for their inefficiency
Even though there has been an emergence of attempts in theadaginist
corruption, their success in the control of corruption in Africa as lveey limited, let
alone the success of its elimination. Through the process of my research, pacsanal
experience of living in Angola, | have found that the current antuption strategies in
Africa, come from too much of a westernized point of view, andimaerstand the true
reasons for the emergence of corruption, which consequently leads them to failure.
Through my research and through the responses that | got from tivéeinteith
one of the representatives from Transparency International, | finadhe agenda of
international organizations controlling corruption encompasses three key components:
1. Economic liberalization, which implies allowing for a freeroeomy,
with less intervention of the government, in which competition could
arise for the benefit of consumers, also forcing a reduction ilevie¢s of
corruption in business;
2. Improved governance, meaning promoting greater accountability and

transparency in government operations; and
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3. Democratization, which emphasizes an overall political refoom t
decentralize government, to allow for competitive partiesattiqgipate in
elections, and to empower the media and other a related freedoms to
publicize and deter governmental corruption (Tangri, 102).

Before | began to uncover the underlying roots of corruption, allhese
measures sounded like very good steps to begin a fight againssube However, after
gaining knowledge on the deeper causes of corruption, and aftendoatkexamples of
these efforts in the specific case of Angola, | began to uaaersthy they have not been
successful. Szeftel (1998) confirms this justification when by statingpHosving:

Corruption has survived and prospered despite efforts at institutionabhinchp

reform, precisely because such change has not affectetlutieisl forces which

give rise to it and, frequently, has not even addressed it. (238)

To provide a better understanding of how these measures fail ty,realill give
a true example of how they came to nothing in a particular instansegola. Due to a
strong push by the international community, the World Bank, and Tramspar
International for the Angolan government to hold up to its democratic idiust,
Angola finally took its first step in over 30 years for the flegislative elections. The
legislative elections were held to decide how the differentgsavould be represented in
the Angolan parliament. Unfortunately, during the pre-election periwal, Angolan
government showed its lack of cooperation for the freedom of the. jRepsrts show
that during 2008, several state media journalists were suspended ebdlcayshad
criticized the government in public debates. In addition, the rulingy parMPLA
(Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) — was basically single party

holding enough capital to hold a serious political campaign. While MBampaigns
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monopolized the radio and held big events for the general population, ther watles
remained unnoticed in the MPLA shadow. In September of 2008, MPLA won the
elections with an overwhelming majority of 81.64% of the votes. Bectheseuling
party won with more than two thirds of the votes, Angolan law stiias the new
government will now be composed of solely MPLA’S ministers. This ayao& goes
completely against the initial objective of the anti-corruption &ffaf decentralizing
government and allowing for a greater degree of democratizatioredMer, the year of
2009 was supposed to hold the long-waited presidential elections, but ditenipts of
negotiations of how these will be performed, the elections haae fepeatedly delayed.
President Eduardo dos Santos has proposed for presidential eleotibesheld as
“partial” elections, meaning that the members of the parlriwél be the only Angolan
citizens voting on this major decision. If this proposal is accepteud]lisimply mean
that the efforts made by the World Bank and Transparency Ititatabwere completely
pointless, for the power in Angola will continue to be centralized bea&yen more than
before.

The World Bank and Transparency International often attribute thikird to a
lack of capacity and resources, as well as the absence atgoltll to combat
corruption from government authorities. Although these problems d@eentgiexistent, |
find that they are not the bona fide causes for the lack of suotéisese movements.
Just like 1 find that the clash between the European dominamnsyetd the original
indigenous communalist system is what created a necessitthéoremergence of
corruption, | also believe that the strategies being taketindse anti-corruption efforts

are once again imposing western views that go against the tulturas of African

42



society. Current anti-corruption efforts seem to neglect theuralltand historical
background of African nations in their performance. It is imprta remember that
unlike Europe, Africa did not have a natural political evolution procedslehd to a
democracy. Democracy has been claimed by the west as the right g@ayeaiment, but
the fact that it has lead to development and a greater overafissum western nations,
does not mean that the same will occur in Africa.

In addition, | would like to recall the idea that was mentioned exawhen |
referred to nepotism as a natural inherent characteristicl dfuatan beings. | truly
believe that corruption can be included in this same line of thoughtudncurrent
economic and political system, there will always be an dldaeholds all the power, and
that enjoys the benefits of wealth more than the vast majiritlye general population.
Coming from the premise that humans are social beings, and asyswilth@ways do
what is in their hands to better their lives and the lives of the tha surround them, in
the current capitalist system, where everything is privatelyed, and mostly owned by
a small minority, the urge to find ways to accumulate wealthcame naturally, even if
it requires a disregard of the law. What | am saying isthat corruption should be
accepted because it is inherent in our nature. What | am siythgt anti-corruption
efforts are trying to go against something that resteeatrdot of our nature within the
context of our current system. Consequently, that can only leaduefaecause it is not
negotiable unless our current system is changed.

| have found anticorruption efforts to be analogous to the attermatsntany
parents make into stopping their children into engaging in teenagdt £ commonly

known that our natural sexual desires begin to emerge in our teersageayel no matter
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how many advices are given by the parents, most people stigeng their first sexual
experiences during their teenage years. Hasty (2005) gdas as saying that putting
barriers on corruption will only increase the desire to engageand he describes it in a
way that is alluding my analogy of teenage sex:

By criminalizing sociality and pleasure in the realm of thatestthe global

apparatus of anticorruption only serves to provoke the socioculturakslesi

aims to eradicate and ultimately fetishes the pleasures nfption as locally

desirable and politically legitimate. (272)

Nevertheless, it is important to remark that anticorruption effoeve brought
some positive results. Even though they have not been able to eradicaiption, they
can still be used to alleviate corruption. Most importantly, antigbion movements
have allowed for a spread of awareness of the topic of corruption, iand #tways an
important the first step to take when tackling any socslds— bring awareness to it.
Transparency International has come up with the Corruption Perceptier, Iwhich
measures the perceived level of public-sector corruption in eacm wéithe world. This
index is now published everywhere and has become an influent figurée€ision-

making of international companies and organizations before getting invaived

investments or projects in a foreign country.
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Conclusion
Unfortunately, | have come to the final conclusion that corruption is not
negotiable, and that within our current economic and political mysterruption cannot
be eradicated. Even though it is difficult to come up with solutiores gooblem that is
permanent in our society, | will divide my conclusion into two déférsections. The
first one will expound upon what can be done to alleviate corruptidnnwtite context
that we are living in today. The second will look into a possibieiehtion of corruption

through a drastic systematic change.

Alleviating corruption

Although | have come to the conclusion that corruption cannot be eliminated
within our current system, | still believe that efforts can, ahdukl be made for
corruption to be alleviated. It is important to keep in mind, howeverthisis not a true
solution to the problem of corruption. Reducing corruption and keeping it dusthew
under control would only mean that a larger acceptance of the dominaeanized
system would have to occur. In Africa, this would mostly traaslata wide awakening
to the values that allow society to live within the concepts of justice.

| strongly believe that the soundest effort that can be madéricaAn order to
alleviate corruption must rely on a strong investment in educatittmugh the evidence
of the effects of this measure would only be seen in the longhmough education the
values of honesty and sense of justice can be emphasized to atdeghéeh there will

not be an imperative need to impose punishments and strict restrictions on corruption.
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| remember watching a video about an anticorruption effort beindenma Indonesia
which was started in public middle schools and high schools. An enlighterperiment
was put into practice in these schools. The school’'s conveniencevghae students
were allowed to buy snacks and drinks, was left without anyoreemirext the cash
register. Consequently, the store relied solely upon the good valuke sfudents to
leave the correct amount of change for each item that they took from the #iork this
is an extraordinary example of shaping young citizens into builslirgng values that
will stop them from engaging in corruption in the future.

Although education can have a strong power in shaping people’s values)at ca
be forgotten that as long as there is a small minority hglthe power and most of the
existing wealth, and along with that a vast majority that doegetany type of access to
such wealth, there will always exist a sense of injusticeaamatural urge to better one’s
life, with no regard to the rules of the system. This can baeceded to the concept of
“the bubble” introduced in the bodkecessary RevolutiofBenge, 2008). The idea of
“the bubble” is that two realities will develop, one inside the bubtkecme outside. The
more the bubble grows, the more the people are drawn into it.eveelhis is what
ultimately occurs with corruption in Angola and in Africa. As pedplethe necessity to
go against the system, the bubble of corruption began to emergeg Seebenefits that
may come with corruption, more and more people began to join tiek &ed the result
is the current corrupt society that Angola has turned into. The theory goes otirgyedic

After generations, it becomes hard to even imagine an alternvediyeof living

outside the bubble. But at some point the tensions and inconsistenciegrbetw
life inside the bubble and the larger reality outside of it must be resolved (35).
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It is my also my prediction that accepting corruption as aqgfasbciety will reach its
tipping point, for it is not a sustainable way of living in harmonthimia society. It is for
this reason that | must look into the more realistic view ofngeeorruption as an un-
negotiable problem. As | have mentioned numerous times before, withinuomant
system corruption is ineradicable, which is why | must look intopihesibility of a

drastic systematic change.

Necessary System Change

As it was mentioned above in the “bubble” analogy, corruption waltlea point
of depletion, unless a systematic change occurs. Unfortunatelynbtdbave a final
solution for exactly what our current system should be transformedAll that | know

is that it would have to be conducive to man’s natural compulsiorrédaathe self and

for the loved ones that surround him, in a way that this would not go against the law or be

labeled as corruption. Daniel Quinn (1999) is an advocate for systechainge as a
solution to many of the World’s current problems, including poverty badlamage of
the environment. However, | have seen the solution to the problem optorrin many
of his writings. Correspondent to my view of setting up a sydteah allows for the
natural pursuit of human relations, Quinn constantly stresses théhateavhen things
work, the forces thahakethem work are invisible” (11).
One possibility that could encompass the redesign of our systarnd Wwe to
adapt some of the concepts of indigenous Angola, or even of currerlt taivesll
communities that still exist in modern Angola. Tribalism tends ieelevery negative

connotation to chauvinism, but as Quinn puts it “From the point of view of etmolr
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evolutionary biology (...) the success of human tribes is no more dizatem than the
success of bison in herds or whales in pods” (12). The truth tisMinée living in a
communalist system, Angolans enjoyed the benefits of livingtighdh community that
worked together for its own sustainability. The benefits ranga fieeling secure within
the sense of family provided by the community, to not having anyssi¢geo engage in
corruption for everything is owned collectively. It is not a coincigethat humans lived
harmoniously in communal societies for centuries before they dmrenated by the
“taker’s” culture of civilization and everlasting growth.

In reality, it is extremely hard to imagine life in a comele different system
from the one that we are currently living in. More difficutt imagine is how the
transition into a new system would occur. | honestly cannot imagith change
occurring without the use of violence. Seeing that there are #eruaf people who
greatly benefit from the system that we currently liveand also understanding that
adapting to a completely different reality would be difficult &F of us, a systematic
change seems like an impracticality.

Along the four years of being a global studies student, | was intrddiace
number of ways through which real change can occur. Two of theknagtt to me as
possibilities to a transformation of our current system. Firslig, idea of reaching a
tipping point, which was firstly introduced me through the writing$alcom Gladwell
(2000). Gladwell suggests that the “the Tipping Point is the moofesritical mass, the
threshold, the boiling point” (12) that triggers a reaction from the ptpnleSecondly,
Atkisson (1999) presents the idea that innovation can be sparked bghehatfers to as

“Change Agents” (182). | believe that a prime example of a chagget was Ghandi
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who peacefully fought for the independence of India. | believergadtchange could
occur either when corruption reaches its ‘tipping point’ or when an@handi is born
for the advocacy of a more sustainable way of life that is iaesmgent with the natural
characteristics of human beings.

As with many other global issues, | come out of this long reseamotess
without any specific solutions or answers for the problem of coouptlonetheless, |
have gained a rich knowledge in this topic and | will forever continusetwch for
practical solutions for this issue. As | plan my return to dagafter graduation, | will
forever remain outside of the corruption ‘bubble’ and will continue to adedoata
change. Keeping my eyes and ears open, | will await the marh#re ‘tipping point’ or

of the arrival of an African Ghandi.
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Appedix I
2008 Corruption Perception Index in Afric

50

Country
Rank

===
N =1 [=]

U=y
N

=== ==~~~ =M=~~~
ofloflrnffufjur|fu w ffwffw [Iro(fro

U=y
(@)

Niger
Zambia
Nigeria

Sao Tome and
Principe

Togo

Eritrea

Country \ 2008 CPI \
Score

[NSH| 1\S) [\SR| FNSR| [ ON( ¥ O]
[N BN N[0 |f o

Confidence
Range

il

2.9-4.3
2.9 -4.2

3.0 -4.0
2.8-4.0
2.9-4.0

2.1-3.1

1.9 -3.7
1.7 -3.6

2.2-3.3



2.2 -2.9

1 18 ] uibeia | 24 | 18-28
Ll 19 | cameroon [ 23 | 20-27
|l 20 I  Kemya | @ 21 | 19-24
| 21 | Central Africa | 2.0 | 19-22

I
Ll 22 | congoRepublic | 19 | 1820 |

22 | Gamba | 1o | 1s-2s
% | Geneamsn | 10 | 1820
22 | congoRepublic | 19 | 18-20 |

2 1 e |0 | 1524 |
Republic
=

51



1 _
1 -
Congo, 1 1.6-1.9
Democratic
Republic
1 5 -
1 -

R T T N T I,

22 9 .
23 .8 .
24 7 .
25 .6 .
25 .6 .

.0 .

Appendix 11

World Map of Corruption Perception Index

52



TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL

e ol Coabln agaEnt codTuglen

Works Cited

Bayley, David H. “The Effects of Corruption in a&ieloping Nation'The Westerr

53



Political Quaterlyl966: 719 — 732

Blundo, Giorgio. Everyday Corruption and the State: citizens and public officials in
Africa South Africa: David Philip 2006

Coolidge, Jaqueline & Susan Rose-Ackening. “High-Level Rent Seeking and Gamrupti
in African Regimes: theory and cases” World Bank Policy Research WorkpeyRo.
1780. 1995

Ekpo, M.U. Bureaucratic Corruption in Sub-Saharan Africa: toward a search of cause
and consequenced/ashington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1979

Eiras, Ana Isabel. “Ethics, Corruption, and Economic Freedom”, The Heritage
FoundationOctober 14, 2003

Friedrich, Carl Joachim. Man and His Government: An Empirical Theory of ¢2oliti
NY: McGraw-Hill, 1963

Henderson, D.R. “Power corrupts - editorial comment”, The Wall Street Journal
April.1999: 19

Habib M. and L. Zurawicki. “Country level investments and the effect of corruption:
some empirical evidence” International Business Reve@1:10

Habib M. and L. Zurawicki. “Corruption and Foreign Direct Investment”, Journal of
International Business Studi2802: 33

Johnston, Michael. Civil Society and Corruption: mobilizing for refdramham,
Maryland: University Press of America 2005

Kaufmann, Daniel. “Corruption: The Facts” Foreign Poll®97

Kaufmann, Daniel & Shang-Jin Wei. “Does ‘Grease Money’ Speed Up the Wheels of
Commerce?” World Bank Policy Research Working Paper No. 2254. 1999

Kunicova, J. “Are presidential systems more susceptible to political can@jtmimeo,
Department of Political Science, Yale Universi§ew Haven, CT 2005

La Porta, R., F. Lopez-de-Silantes, A. Shleifer, and R.W. Vishny. “Trust in Large
Organizations” American Economic RevielRapers and Proceedings 1997

Leff, Nathaniel H. “Economic Development through Bureaucratic Corruption”, in
American Behavioral Scientist964: VIII: 8-14

Leite, C. and J. Weidemann “Does Mother Nature corrupt? Natural resources,
corruption, and economic growth”, International Monetary Fund Working P2p@9:

54



99/85

Lipset, S.M. and G.S. Lenz “Corruption, Culture, and Markets” in L.E. Harrison and S.P.
Huntington (eds), Culture Matters: How values shape human proiji@ssYork: Basic
Books 2000

Mauro, Paolo ,The Effects of Corruption on Growth, Investment, and Government
Expenditure(September 1996). IMF Working Paper, Vol. , pp. 1-28, 1996. Available at
SSRN: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=882994

Mbaku, John Mukum. Bureaucratic and Political Corruption in Africa: the public choice
perspectiveMalabar, Florida: Krieger Publishing Company 2000

Moe, T.M. “The new economics of organization” American Journal of PoliticenSei
1984:739-77

Paldam, M. “Corruption and Religion. Adding to the Economic Model” Economics
Working Paperd999: 21

Uslaner, Eric M. Corruption, Inequality, and the Rule of LB&w York, NY:
Cambridge University Press 2008

Rose-Ackerman, Susan. Internatinal Handbook on the Economics of Corriiion.
Edward Elgar Publishing Limited 2006

Sandholtz, W. and M. Gray “International integration and national corruption”
International OrganizatioR003

Tanzi, V. and H. Davoodi. “Corruption, Public Investment, and Growth” IMF Working
PapeWashington: International Monetary Fund 1997: 139

Tanzi, V. and H. Davoodi. “Corruption, growth, and public finances” in A.K. Jain (ed.),
Political Economy of Corruptigriondon: Routledge, 2001: 89-110

The New Oxford Annotated Bibldew York, NY: Oxford University Press, Inc. 2007

Welsch, H. “Corruption, growth, and the environment: a cross-country analysis”
Environment and Development Econom¥)4: 663-93

Wei, Shang-Jin. “How Taxing is Corruption in International Investors” TheoNati
Bureau of Economic Research Working Pa§@30, May 1997

Wei, Shang-Jin. “Corruption in Economic Development: Beneficial Grease, Minor
Annoyance, or Major Obstacle?” Harvard University and National Bureauonidftc
Researct2000

55



56



	Providence College
	DigitalCommons@Providence
	4-8-2009

	How to eliminate corruption in Africa?
	Sofia Graça


