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David Ignatow 

AS IF 

My rosy-cheeked brother-in-law chatted in bed, handing out choco-
lates from a box. We were relieved for him and for ourselves. We 
edged out, promising we'd visit him tomorrow. We did-on the surgeon's 
table, his mouth firmly closed, as if in thought that death should show 
itself with rosy cheeks. 
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