THE PROSE POEM:

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

Volume 6 | 1997

The Goldilocks Compulsion

Russell Edson

© Providence College

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4)
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these
conditions.

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress)
for the Providence College Digital Commons.
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/



Russell Edson

THE GOLDILOCKS COMPULSION

An old man wearing a wig made of yellow yarn is eating porridge as
he waits for the three bears to come home. He knows they will punish
him. And why not? Hasn't he earned it?

He wonders if the papa bear will simply give him a good spanking?
He's certainly earned it.

Perhaps they'll make a meal of him. Bears are omnivorous. What-
ever they decide is okay with him.

Perhaps they'll keep him as a love slave. That's okay, too. It's their
right. Good Lord, if he's nothing else, he's certainly a fair-minded old
man.

And so he waited for the three bears with an almost unbearable
excitement...
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