THE PROSE POEM:

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

Volume 7 | 1998

One Piece At A Time
Mark Vinz

© Providence College

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4)
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these
conditions.

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress)
for the Providence College Digital Commons.
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/



Mark Vinz
ONE PIECE AT A TIME

Tomorrow isour annual Clean-Up Day, the only time the city garbage
truckswill pick up just about anything. All over town, people are comb-
ing through their basements and garages and backyards. Gradually, the
boulevards are filling up with pilesin front of nearly every house—
cardboard boxes full of mismatched dishes, bags of clothes and toys,
battered washing machines and broken tv sets, tires and carpet squares
and leaky hoses.

By dark the first groups of them start to arrive, usually in old cars or
vans, sometimes dragging open trailers. They work each street me-
thodically, alittle here, alittlethere. Even small children help, fanning
out from every stop, calling to come and take alook. Near acorner, a
man in one of those souvenir sombreros is trying out a broken rocker
listing off the curb. He rises, waves, and two other men appear and
loaditinapickup.

Through the night, the piles shrink or disappear, and asthefirst garbage
trucks arrive, only a couple of cars are still prowling, eyes at every
window, quickly now, beforeit’s all gone—one last piece to make the
trip complete, to load and carry off to some other place, some other
world invisible beyond these empty streetsand first light gathering.
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