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David Ignatow

WITHOUT RECRIMINATION

It is wonderful to die amidst the pleasures | have known and so
to die without recrimination towards myself and others, free of
guilt at my shortcomings, happy to have lived and happy to
know death, the last of living, my spirit free to sing as when | felt
it bom in my youth. The youth of it returns in dying, moving off
from anger that racked its throat.

With death before me, I look back at my pleasures and they were
you whom | held close in loving, and in the poems I've written
for this truth, which is their beauty and lets me die in pleasure
with myself. | did not fail my life.
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