DEFINITIONS: INFORMATION COMMONS TO LEARNING COMMONS

INFORMATION COMMONS - LEVELS ONE and TWO:
· Physically located on one or more floors of a library

· Providing access to traditional library services, high-touch - general information, library catalog access, reference services, reserves, circulation, ILL, etc.

· Constituting a high-technology-rich environment, high-tech – networks, public access machines of various types as needed

· Providing resources (hardware, software, support) for what was formerly a “computer lab” plus various specialty computer labs (e.g., scanning lab, multi-media lab, etc.) integrated in terms of space, desks, staff, training, etc., into the traditional library services

· With the full range of productivity software (e.g., MSOffice, SPSS/SAS, ArcView, Maple, Adobe Acrobat, Photoshop, OmniPage, Illustrator, Premiere, etc.)

· Using the “electronic continuum of knowledge media” (Beagle) often call the  virtual commons
· Various collaborative learning and work spaces
· Beagle’s “continuum of service: 1. search & retrieval, 2. processing and interpretation, and 3. packaging, presentation and production

· Near-seamless integration in terms of space, services, resources, services desks, staff and appropriate cross-training
· Library-centric
Can be seen as (per Beagle and the American Council on Education)

LEVEL ONE – INFORMATION COMMONS  - an adjustment –
e.g., a computer lab with basic productivity software in the library, with resource access and some coordination; minimal space design implications   - library-centric
LEVEL TWO – INFORMATION COMMONS  - an isolated change –

e.g., a computer lab with a broad range of multi-media productivity software and formats, access to all resources and extensive integration of space, resources and staff into the continuum of services, with significantly altered patterns of service, aligned with institutional mission  - library-centric
LEARNING COMMONS - THREE and FOUR:
· Includes all aspects of the Information Commons, but to a greater extent –

· Clearly and explicitly aligned strategically with the institution-wide vision and mission – a dynamic and active partner in the broad educational enterprise

· Imbues most of the library with the integrative perspective

· Includes traditional (high-touch) and technology rich (high-tech)

· Fuller range of technological resources, more seamlessly integrated
· More, more varied and more adjustable collaborative work spaces

· Extended “continuum” to emphasize more creation and construction of knowledge

· *Not* library-centric – brings into and includes within the “library” many formerly external functions and activities, and extends into the former homes of these functions and activities: e.g.,
· Faculty development center / center for teaching & e-learning

· Integration of “library” into a course management system – WebCT, Blackboard, etc. 
· Centers for writing, learning support (tutorials), special programs (e.g., Honors), learning communities, career counseling

· Many collaborative work spaces of greatly varied types, sizes and adjustability

· Greater emphasis on the far end of the continuum, e.g., creation and construction of knowledge in Institutional Repository and Open Archives type activities

· Faculty “shared offices”, collaborative spaces in library

· May include such less-traditional library functions and activities as exhibitions, readings, performances (music, dance, theater, etc.), gaming, lectures, dances, panel discussion, institution-wide fora on important / current / controversial topics, putt-putt, design-to-fabrication-laboratories, etc.

Can be seen as (per Beagle and the American Council on Education)

LEVEL THREE -  LEARNING COMMONS – a far-reaching change  –

add faculty development/teaching & e-learning center, course management system integration, virtual reference; more collaborative and not library-centric
LEVEL FOUR -  LEARNING COMMONS – a transformational change  –

add closer strategic alignment, greater functional integration, Institutional Repository (e.g., D-Space), writing / authoring across the curriculum involvement including an integrated laboratory, greater involvement within and beyond library of fuller range of institutional functions and activities in breadth and depth; planning, design, knowledge (and perhaps product) creation / construction / fabrication and not library-centric
