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Br.ack & WHITE

February 2005

~ An Independent Publicaton ~

Volume 1, Issue 1

An Inaugural Ed1t10n

You, sir, are no
Jack Kennedy

BY: THE LEFT

Conservatives, in their de-
fense of the war in lng, con-
tinually correlare the Bush Doc-
tmne of preempion to a pre-
cedent supposedly established
by the Kennedy administraton
during the height of the Cold
War. [1%s standard policy to use
the chetosie of an adversary to
garoer support [or one’s pwn
cause in the game of politics—
4 serategy this administration
brilliantly employs as it links
George W Bush's Yee-haw for-
eign policy to Kennedy's fortu-
iouws policy. Kennedy, in re-
gards 10 modern political
pames, 35 the pa-to Democrat
for Republicans. They con-
stantly conjure images of the
Demacrat’s conscience in their
campaigns to haphazardly
lower Amedcan pxes—rvyven if
Kennedy would never fathom
the benefit of lowenng taxes an
the have-mores duting titnes of
natonal struggle.

These days, pundits have
again created comparisons be-
taeen Kennedy and Bush—ik-
ening the latter’s sceond inan-
gural call ro arms in a continu-
ously expanding conflict ro
Kennedy's inaugusal call to the
common guod. Columnists and
Bush supporters labeled his lat-
est indictment of foreipn sov-
creignty a defining omgon oo
Amenca's fune in the world
Just 2z Kennedy's speech ush-
ered in “a new peneration” of
ideas and idealism. Bush,
thaugh, faded to address dhe
larger ideals of peace in the way
Kennedy melodically ealled
upan the naton and the world
to “begin anew the quest for
peace.”

Forty-four years apo, John

Continved on Page 2

President George W. Bush at a campaign stop in
Portsmouth, NH in late Octobet,

Our MissioN
e agree on .u'arbiqg, A
Yes, sir,
Edvcation, guns, drgs, school prayer, pays, Sefense stunding, toozs—ypou
wame B, wpe diragres,
You ktow why?

Becawse I'ne o Eh-fivared, bleeding-bears, lberal, spphead communiss,
Yes, sic And I'm a gun-totiog, redneck son-of-a-bich,
Xag, you are.,

We agrtee about that,

- The West Wing -

Dichare marks the ateps a sociery has made roward understand-
ing irs own democmtc evoludon. There is ne queston that owr
society is comprised of countess divisions—some pronauncedly
poladzing, athers subte disagreements, To ignore these divisions
fotpets the debates, compeomises, and discosgions that founded
thiz nation and broughr 1t to realms of success unfathomable by
even the most foreard-looking Agures of cultural history,

This evolution is documented by the words of Harmilton in
the Fedeyalist papers and the famous exchanpes between Lincoln
and Douglass. While honest debate has been abandooed by many,
it is the Intention of this publication to provide n modest forum
of innBectual discourse between different outlocks oa Amen-
can culiure.,

Ideolagy will undoubredly lead the way of our wdting, buc it
will not biind our pragmatiam, Hreakiog the argumenis of na-
ticgal intexest ine a liberal/conzervanve, Ked /Blue framework
is too simplistic. We approach our sudicnee in an effort wo change
minds and zlter the language of debate within our own ideclogi-
cal circles. When we allow ourzelves 1o be steered from reason
with a4 hengeem adherence o our idealism, we fail to see the larper
piciure of cut goale. Tt is the means upon which we are divided,
for it is eare that cur ideclogies compete for different ends.

As the editors of this publicaton, we hepe o live up 1o the
preceding mission m 2 geatune effort o create wue, honest de-
bare on this campus. We welcome your respanse, for we can caly
thrive if we engage your involvement.

For George W,

1t’s clear . . .
BY: THE RIGHT

Despite 2 gloory forecast
of gray blanketing the skics,
vismbilivy was erysizl clear from
at least ene comer of Washing-
ton on [nanguradon Day—the
president’s podium.

George W Bush mer the
cyes of a watchful nation and
proved yet again thot he 15 o
man endowed with grear clae-
ity of viston. On Thussday,
January 20, the day of his sec
ond inanguration, President
Bush revealed a vision of
America’s mission that was
clear, coherent, and right on
target.

Some have glready bepun 1o
call it “The Freedom Specch,”
as the woeds “freedom,” “free”
and “liberty” were prooounced
neatly 3 dmez  Many of the
wsual pundits have blasted its
focus on freedom, calling it an
excessive distrnetion from
many of the country’s more
pressing issues which went un-
mentioned throughout the ad-
dress, However, the aticntive
onecs in the audience knew that
Bush madked the occasion with
oothing Jess than what iF war-
ranted—an oration on his
presidency’s defining moments
anth objectives,

Bush’s initial efiosis in of-
fice weye violendy distupied
and forever redefined as a re-
sult of an infamous “day of
fire” {to use his cwm ing
descoption. of September 11,
2001}, To expect that an ad-
dresz marlong the siart of his
secood term would not owtline
his vision for a sustained re-
sponse to this cvent is entizely
unfair and unwizse. The presi-
dent had no choice but 1o dwell
an the impormnce of freedom

——— — e S

Continued on Page 3
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..You, sit, are no Jack Kennedy

From Page One: E Kennedy stood before the Amedcan public
and ralled npon our parents and grandparents to serve fhe inter-
ests of cur naton. “Ask aotwhat your country can do for you..”
Wi were entrenched within the only war truly compazable to the
WWar on Terroz, For i was a war that was fought with wespons but
won theeugh the pragmatic prudence sparked by Kennedy's frst
speech as the President of the United States. It was Kennedy’s
truc belief in the ideals of democtacy and liberty that allowed his
speech to transcend the oreign conflices of the Cold War and
mobilize the domestic agenda that rewrore Amercan history—
an aspect of political leadership the Bush adminisiradon has failed
for four years 1o incorpocate inte its plans,

There are links in language berween the rvo speeches, Kennedy,
cardy in his address said, “let every naton know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, thar we shall pay any poce, bear any burden, meet
any hardship, support any frend, oppose any foe to assure the
survival and success of liberty” Before accepting this excerpt as
docrrine for preemptive inva-

can liberty both within our borders and throuphout the world,

Qur endeavors in [raq, which saw its greatest success last week-
cod through open elections, will continue under the current ad-
ministration. The president lzid no hope for a pegcetul solubon,
even though we have won all that we can troly win—we plowed
the s0il of Mesopowmmia for 3 fuhate of democracy. What, then,
iz the virtue of continued strugples for American soldiers® What,
thew, is the vitme of extending the towrs of our steetched mili-
tary?

The president answered that question by laying out a preview
for expanded invasion: “The best hope for peace in onr world is
the expansion of freedom in all the wodd” He reads a good
sound byte, but fails to light the “Hre that can cruly light the wodd”
in the fashioo that Kennedy was able to. Bush, though, made
alusions o this eternal siruggle for worddly liherty (conbnued
war) throughout the speech. Here's what he had to say:

“...50 itis the policy of the United States to seek and support
the grewth of democratic

sions of foreim sovereign pow-
ey, reflect on the rest of

Kennedy's message:
“...If 2 free soceny cannor
help the many who are poor, it
cannot save the few who are
ach.. ."

“...We offer a special
pledge—to coavert qur pood
words into good deedz—in 2
new allizoce for progress—ro
asgist free men and free gov-
crouments in casting of the
chains of poverty..."

... To those mations wha
wonld make themselves aur ad-
versary, we offer not a pledge
hut a requese that both sides
hegin anew the quest for peace,
before the dark powers of de-

It was KENNEDY'S TRUR BELIEF IN THE
IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY AND LIBERTY THAT
ALLOWED HIS SPEECH TQ TRANSCEND THE

FOREIGN CONFLICTS OF THE COLD WAR AND

MOBILIZE THE DOMESTIC AGENDA THAT

REWROTE AMERICAN HISTORY -
OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP THE BusH
ADMINISTRATION HAS FAILED FOR FOUR

YEARS TO INCORPORATE INTO ITS PLANS.

movements and {nsdnibons in
every natons and culture, with
the wlimate goal of ending nx-
anny in our wotld. .." Well, un-
less you'te China or Sawdi
Arabia with full service
McDlonald's open for Amed-
can investors to vat lunch on
business tops.

dore nerve-wracking 1o the
5} million Americans who
didn't vare for him and the
majodiy of Ameticans weary
of his Yee-haw diplomacy,
Bush said this: “Democtatic
reformers faciag repression,
ptison, or exile can know:
Amesica sees you for who you
are: the fumre leaders of your
free country” Where was this

AN ASPECT

srruction unleashed by sciance
eopulf all humanicy in planned or aecidental self-destructon. ..

*...30 let us begin anew—isemembedng on both sides that
civility is not a eipn of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to
proof. Let us never nopotiste oot of fear. But let vs never fear o
negotdare, ..

“...Let both sides unite to lieed in all coroers of the earth the
command of Isaiah—to ‘undo the heavy burdens and to let the
oppressed go free...™

And Baally, “...Only a few pencrutions have been pranted the
role of defending freedom in is hour of maamum danget 1 do
oot shrink from this responsibiliy—I welcome it | do not be-
lieve that any of us would exchange places with any other people
of any other generation The encrgy, the fzith, the devodon which
we liting to this endeavor will light our country and all who seeve
it—and the glow from thar fire can tuly light the wodd...”

These are the words that wrote the firat draft of a vision for
progress—progress against the forces of temptadon into war—
that spared the L5, from engaging in catasiophe. It is this progress
that is unfathomable 1 the current administmbon as they avoid
the hopeful and inspirng lanpuape of pedce in pursuit of selfsh,
invading conflict which smears the histodc definidon of Ameti-

commitment o the democmtic
teformers of Liber: two summers apor Dises the rest of the
democritic world not sex thern for who they are also?

He did ralk to the othet democracies of the wotld, bepging
for thedr friendship: “And all the allies of the United Stares can
know: we honor your friendship, we 1ely on your counsel, and we
depend on your help. Division among free nations is o pnmary
goal of freedom’s enemivs. The concarted effort of free nations
to promore demaocracy is a prelude to our enemies’ defeat.” Some
call it pandening, [ call it grand, near-siphted theroric,

President Bush gave a great inaupuial address in lerms of
delivery and lanpuage. It is undoubredly historc based only upon
the pandiple dizt his second ermwill be the facus of owr children’s
texthooks for what will or will not be tesolved in the next four
years. History will judge this president a5 no modetn president
has been judged before him. But, let's end the fhetoric of com-
padson to Keanedy. The Democrar’s thetorc laid the ground-
work for Reagan's fa Republican) suceess in the Cold War—a
success oaly possible throwgh courageons restraint, Bush's cheto-
ric has laid the groundwork for years of foreign turmoil and dan-
gerous global resentment.

Here's hoping I'm wrong about the messape of Bush's speech.

-n
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...Global freedom guarantees U.S. security

From Page Onc: in his speech. Merely 10 months inro his fiest
term, Amencans’ freedom came under ainck like never before.
At the onzet of his second term, Buszh knows that to presecve his
people’s liberty, he must complete an equation which features the
spread of freedom on 1 plobal seale

This equation is netthet novel nor complex, and Bush explained
it a5 succinctly as many of his predecessors have. He called ad-
vancing the idezls of universal freedom, dipnity, and dghts “ihe
urgent requirement of our naton’s seuriny, and the calling of
our time” ‘The cquaton follows thus: global spread of freedom
= secotity for the homeland.

The truth of this cquation was not lost on Franklin Roasevelr,
who recognized the depravaton of frcedom by fascist repimes 23
3 threat 1o the American way of life, It was not ignored by presi-
dents from John F Kennedy o Ronald Reagan, wha sought to
contin communism and ensure that the seizure of Amedeans’
libersies would nover aceclerre the expansion of an evil empice
Presidenr Bush aleo learned this

or Ravw: “Amerca has need of ideslism and courage, becanse we
have essental work at home—ihe unfinished work of Americn
freedom.””

Though the Amedean experiment with freedom has not al-
ways been perfect, the need “to show the meaning and promise
of hberty” endures and Bush has pledged to fulfill it. It may not
oecur in aur fetime {or ever) but he knows that if he doesa’t
nake an arempt, our naton's sceunty will suffer the consequentes,

More significans, perhaps, was Bush's call for assistance from
the global community. Take note, all who love to label the ad-
ministratdon @35 “goiog at it dlone™ The president, as always, rec-
ognized that such important ohjectives cannos be achieved with-
out the contdbution of our neiphbors and allies. e didn’t iden-
fify the spread of freedom as a wholly American responsibility or
mission, Rather, he nowed its universal scope: “And all the allies
of the United States can know: we honor your fdendship, we rely
on your counsel, and we depend on your help.. . The concerted

effort of free nations M pomaote

equation when he witnessed firse-
hand the danger our country
faces when freedom is at dsk
halfway across the wetld.

Bush may not have bran-
dished a neon sign inscribed with
this equarion, but the message of
his inaugural addrezs was unmis-
takable—Amerdea is net secere
if the world's peoples are de-
poved of their freedom. Tndeed,
he reeogntred as much in his dec-

THE TRUTH OF THIS LIBERATING
EQUATION WaS NOT LOST ON . . . JoHN E
KENNEDY CR RONALD REAGAN, WHO
SOUGHT TO CONTAIN COMMUNISM AND
ENSURE THAT THE SEIZURE DF AMERICANS
LIBERTIES WOLILD NEVER ACCELERATE THE
EXPANSION OF AN EVIL EMPIRE,

democeacy is 2 prelude to our
enemies’ defeat” 'To his credit,
Bush not only understands
freedony’s expansion as a prereq-
uisite for America’s securiry, but
for the security of every naton.

Critics of the speech have
also said that it failed to meatioa
specific domestic policy inida-
tives, despirc ik avert references
to raising education standards,
increasing home ownership,

Taration thar “the servival of lib-

erty in out land increasingly depends on the suceess of liberty in
all the wodd.” ‘That is, Amedeans and their way of life are threat-
ened when moch of the world lves under the snffocating veil of
DppPIession.

The president’s speech met with roadng applavse fom the
hundreds of thousands of speetatars attending the inauguraton
and dghifully so. Bush deserves credit for punsuing the best course
ol Amercan acdon for defending the homeland in the mwenty-
first century—helping provide freedom to those who go with-
out.

The address outlined his wision for a safe, secure, and frec
America with preat cladny and ingeouity. As the presidenr as-
tutely acknowledged, the United States will only exist in true safery,
security and liberty when a fow conditions are met.

When the people of the world can freely and fully profic from
the fruirs of their own labor, when every individual can fully ex-
ercise his dght ro worship Ereely; when the povernmenr of each
nadon is fully accounable ro its poople and defends the free ex-
crcise of their dghrs; when free states recognize their stake in
euch other’s stability, prosperity, secuzity and berry, and Hke the
old adage, do not make war on each other—then znd only then
will Americans e completely safe, secure and free, Bush clearly
understands this

While the president explained how his vision for the county
is fueled by the pucsuit of these ideals, he tempered his address
by cecopmzing the time it will take to fulfill thes: “The great
objectve of cnding pranny is the concentrated work of pener-
tiona™ Furthermore, he wisely acknowledged that the spread of
liberty in the U3, has not always procesded without iaterruption

strengthening the nuelear family,
reforming Social Secuniy, and protectng the unbom—"We owst
always remember that even the unwanred have wosth.” It seems
they were not satisfed by a year-long duel between the president
and Senaror Jobo F Kerry in which both men had plenty o say
about every 1ssuc under the sun. Mot does it seem ke they ce-
member that Bush wall deliver the State of the Unico address
this woek, at which time he will outline his domestde policy
apenda—just as be has oo fovr previcus occasions,

They've also frothed at the meuth over the absence of the
word “Irg” from the speech, as if Bush's references to “outlaw
regirnes” and the “duty and allegiance in the determined faces of
our soldiers” don't speak for themselves. These cnlicisms dem-
onstrate more than jusr a feehle incapacity to read berween the
lines: they are eymptoms of a blind, visceral, and ignocan: disdain
for the president—oac which the nay-sayers haven't been able o
overcome since his victory in 2000,

What makes them even less woethy of sefious consideranon
are the iminal cesults from Sunday’s elecdons in leag. These re-
sultz point rowards s step forward for freedom and democeacy in
that country, and vindicate a key line from Buosh’s address: “Char
zoal instead is to help others find their own voice, amin their
own freedom, and make their own way™

The proof is right before us that the spread of freedom—the
hallmark of the president’s speech and vision—is indeed helping
others make their own way. Lucky for us Bush is committed ta
the cause, because until this way is made available 10 everyone
and each human being becomes “an agenr of his or her own
desting” our natdon's security—and that of every nagon—will e
compromised indefintrely
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SHORT TAKES. THE IRAQI ELECTION

From the Left:

A0 honorable prace was the prze of the Vietnam War. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon spent the firt fout years of his doomed
presidency searching for this illusive victory. While hic spent po-
litical capital stitching the seema for such a peace, thousands of
lucky Ameticans returoed from South Asis withour limbs—uclky
becauze thousands more dida't make it back. These were the times
that brought a young Boston soldier inte the national spottight
when he asked the simple question, “How do vou ask 2 man to he
the last to dic for 2 mistake?”

There are many corrclatdons berween the Iraq conflicr and
the devastznon of Vietnam. Open up the New York Timer from
last weekend and there’s 2 pointed column descrbing the hisron-
cal parallels: initial domesrc suppert thins with casualtes, scl-
diers don't know the cause for which they are sacificing or the
enemy which they 2re Aghting, This wir, however, has something
Vietnam never had. This conflict actually has a real opporuniy
to get out of [rag hooorably while standing on the world's stage.
W never should bave been there, but now is our opportunity o
get the hell out and save face domestically and abeoad.

How, you ask, do you puill out 100,00 Amerdcan ooops while
violence continues to plague the Iragi countryside? Easy, give the
Iragi police efficers guns, kerp a collection of Amercan training
officers in the desert o equip and prepare the Iragi forces for
inevitable civil war (a war, mind you, that is geing o happen
whether we're arcund or not) and ger the rest of our over-ex-
tended toops back under their own roofs with their own fami-
lies.

MNow 15 the only tme we can daim such an honarable vicrory.
Iraq held successful elections st weekend—the biggest victary
of the Irag War and of President Bush's tenure in Washington. I
didr'r vate for the guy, but Il ler him celebrate this fzar,

The world is ecstaric at the birth of real Iragi democracy. Kol
Annan, Bush’s diplamate foe from the Undred Nations, declared
vlecrions a great victory for the internatonal communiry. Let's
get out of there and let the spinners do their job.

The argument over Bush's legacy would end if we can et our
right now, 0 long as oewly appuint:d Secretary of Siate
Caondalezza Rice can put together 2 conngenacy plao in the ma-
dition of Truman's Monrce Doctane.

Wha 2m T kidding, though? Reasonable people have oo volce
in this White Fouse T they did, de you really think the foreipn
policy advisors who advised one Bush net to iovade Baghdad
would posidon ancthet to willingly creare o frestorm rwelve years
loter?

For the next four yeors, our leaders will be searching for an
honceable victory as this conflict condoues to degenerate into
our peneration’s Viemarn. [f only they could see the light of last

From the Right:

Memorahle symbols usually go hand-in-hand with meraorable
elecnons. In the U5 general electon of 2000, a little-known puy
named “chad” quickly became a housebold name and for many, 2
national scapepoat. A few weeks ago in Ukaine, the orange scarf
and banner became icons of the people’s solidanty and sover-
eignry. Anod this past weelend in Iraq, the stmined index finger
quickly tock its place arnoog the recent imapes of democracy in
acHon,

Early reports from the Independent Eleciorl Commission in
Iruyg state that approximately 60 peccent of the country’s elector-
ate had earned their ewn staing by the dme polls elased on Sun-
day, Joining them were 93 percent of the 280,000 Iraqi expatd-
ates who registered o vote in 14 different natdons around the
globe. All and all, over eight million Iragi citizene mrned 2 pre-
ventve measure for voter fraud into what is likely to become an
endurng symbol of the country’s expesiment with democracy.

The volume of ink dispeosed has both fulfilled the predic-
tons af some and left others seratching their heads in confusion,
“How did this happen?™ asked the latter. “How could it have
nott™ replies the former.

Read the first few pargraphs in the coverage from most na-
tonal newspapers and you're bound to come across something
like “nurnout appeated to cxeced expectanons” YWhat with the
daily focus on apoealyptic theeats from insurgents and scantered
car-bambings in corners of the couny, it's no wonder thar the
numbers have shocked the vsnal suspects and pessimists. Yes,
security condifons are less than sptimal in paees of Img, but the
cauze 13 by no means a lost coe. Propress 5 o reality and for
many, Sunday’s results were mercly the next logical step in it
path.

Take the Friends of Democracy. As a nerwork of ordinary
Trae cisizens and correspondents, it hae endeavozed to inform
the public aboue the day-to-day challenges of life in Irug. Know-
ing that 2 pre-elecdon natonal poll recarded the intentons of
more than 70 percent of the population to vote, Suaday’ uro-
out came a5 no surprise. I might've been slighdy lower than
expecred, but that will be confirmed in the days to come Cne
thing ir for cettain, though - the vast majosity of their respon-
denis had oo second thoughts about easting a ballot,

Of course, we must not be hasty and claim that this auto-
matically marks the cnd of Traq's troubles. The eleciion irself
wis by no means perfect, with many in the Sunni minonty ob-
jecting ta its legiimacy and thrcars of execudon undoubredly
deternng many other from participadog, Nevertheless, one fact
remains inconmeverthle - the majodty of Iragis have taken a
viluabile Brst step towards self-government,

And although s tempting to underscore the wuluable role

weekend’s honorable oppornmniry. played by coalition forces in this drama, Il happily decline. To-
day the brave voters of Iraq deserve more praise, applause, credit
and respect than we could ever provide. The proof is in the ink.

PCBLACKANDWHITE Biack & Wihite 1s an independent political journal To CONTRIBUTE TO

BLOGEPCYTLCOR

Want 1o Responn?
PCBLACKANDWHITE
{/ HOTMAIL.COM

dents, or its alumni .

written, edited, and published by srudents at Provi-
dence College. The views in this publication are in
no way the universal views of the College, its stu-
. but we hope we can ruffle
your feathets just a liede bit.

Brack & Winre
CONTACT US AT
Friar Box 181914
ProvipeNce, RI 02918
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