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Bir.aAck & WHITE

~ An Independent Publication ~

February 17, 2005

Volume 1, Issue 2

AMERICA’S NEXT DOMESTIC DISPUTE

Defending the Constitution Defending Marnage under
against inequality Canadian Fire
BY: THE LEFT sY: THE RiGHT
A young woman prowicgup  that remaias. First it was the Bonsh loy-  from slivery. Following them
in the hidwest disowned by hex The movement, though, did | alists who soughe refuge in  were the drafe dodgers. Most

family bacause she is a lesbian
moves away w the Northeast
and falls in love with 4 caring
woman and commits her life to
her partner. Fifteen years later,
that woman, now a successful
attorney who contchotes her
bme and money to 3 local
homeless shelter is hit by a
drunk ddver on her way bome
from work. She is in 2 persis-
tent vepetitive state wath no
hope for recovery. Years ago
she told bet parmer in camoal
convegsation that she would
ncyer want 10 live as 2 veg-
etable,

Because she is oot macoed
and her partnership is not rec-
ognized vnder the princples of
comymon law, the only peaple
whao can act aa her behalf are
thz parens who threw her out
15 years apo. Her partner, the
woman she has confided in for
years, has no dghts 1o visilation,
letalone the legal xight o maks
medical decisions on ber behalf

This is a completely hypo-
thetical simaton, but ope pot
unfathomatle Place yourself in
the same sitaation. Who wonld
you trust with marters of life
and death in your state of in-
capacifation? Youw're ntoletant,
loathing parents or the person
you lover

Gay marriage was put oa
the political ageoda several
years ago when Vermont sanc-
ticned lega) civil unions be-
tween same-sex couples. Sinoe
thar precedent-setting oocasion
{one hidden from cameras ba-
hind the closed dooss of the
Vermont statehouss), courts
and pray-ciphis activists have ac-
celerated the movement toward
cading the only sodally-accept-

able form of discriminaton

not come without conse-
quence. Putting such  divisive
issue on the political platform

Canada after the successful
campalgn of Washingron's
Conbnental Army. Then came

the fugitve slaves riding the

durdnp a presidential election
Underground Railroad away

Contnoed on Page 2

~ COMMON GROUND ~
PC FoR THE NEXT (GENERATION

New beginnings being the promises of new ideas and new
commiiments. Tt is not often that lasting institutions have the
opportunity to truly rejuvenate their misson. Eardier this month,
Providence Callege turned jts future over to a new generation
with the intmyduction of s aext president, Fr. Bran
1 Shanley, OF

Ax long last, our comounity has taken a dixection that seems
to vafue the contributions of thosé individuals who make dhis
instituting viable—the Providence College student body. Fr
Shanley is a welcome addiion to the College because of his
corviction that the PC community is built upon the engage-
went of the stadents, Hawever, Fr. Shanley faces great chal-
lenges a5 our College yeatns to join the ranks of Notre Dame,
Georgetows, Boston College, and Holy Cross in the pentheon
of Catholic mstitutions commired to higher learning,

Fr. Shanley must follow throngh on his commitment to the
students, 23 we have become increasingly imelevant to the out-

going president and others in the administration. The official
nmpmnempnpummmdﬁﬂ::dﬂemunafﬂm{:uﬂegc
administration theough the Office of Smdeat Services. Student
Congress, our clected tepressntatives, cannot legidate indepen~
dent of administratve involvement. Fr. Shanley must allow the
student body to grow inte responsible adults and evoid parenting
our evolution into the weal wordd,

The College is standing on the biink of greamess. New buiki-
ingpmimlﬂwpmpcﬂedﬂumpusmudmunngasmﬂe
furure, a0 t the ouigving presideat should be
proud of as he leaves Eacking Hall To continue the institation’s
puzh toward further preatness, though, Fr cannat sy
#way from mitiog the bar for faculty and smudeats alike. Fie
mnst commit the Collsge to recruiting the best rmodeats, en-
couraging 4 diverse campus community, and providing students
with new opportunities in their fields of sedy. Without this
commitment, we simply cannat compete with othez leading
Catholic achools for the hest and the brighi=st studenis and
professocs.

At47, Fr. Shanley truly represents a new generation of lead-
ership at Providence College. Wee galate the Board of Trustees
for encouraping 4 paseing of the torch at Providence College.

racently, zralous Bush-bashers
joined the exodus. Aod now
in eady 2005, it seexns that an-
other Amercsn demographc
might suan be cossing the 49th
parallel in szarch of their own
Canadian baven—homosexu-
als.

On February 1, the Cana-
dian Minister of Justice, Irain
Cotler, introduced same-sex
marriage [epislaton into the
federal parfiament, Bill C-38,
the Cmi Marmage Ad looks o
redefine “mardage, for civil
purpases,” as “the lnwful uaico
of two persons to the exchusion
of all others.” Secondly, it
grants religions officials the
feedom to refuse performing
mardages "that are not in ac-
cordance with their relimous
belinta"” Finally, C-3B contains
provisions whick seek to
amepd eight federal Jaws,
which, wivong other things, will
include rxtending legal benefits
1o pame-sex couples which op-
posite-5£T Gaed currently enjoy.

Canadians have long
awnited the inwoduciion of the
Cim! Marriage A ever since a
stream of decisions from pro-
vincial and fedetal high courts
began disrnissing the traditional
definitions of mardage, Samily
and spouse in the 19905 In

_2003, courts of appeal in
Ontado and Brdsh Columbia
ruled that the definition of
mardage as the unton ¢f 2 man
and a worman violated guann-
tees of constmutional equakity
under the Capadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms (2 Cana-
diza version of the TRE, Bill of
Rights, if you will). By the ame
the Supreme Conrr upheld the
constirutonality of deaft same-

Continved on Page 3




2 ) Brack & WHITE

Febtuary 17, 2005

Protecting the liberties of the Constitution

Continued from Page One: year may have cost the gap-ni
movement years of progress. Many, inchuding myself {an un-
abashed ally o the pay-rights movement), wished the gay-rights
wing of the Democtanc Party waited until they bad an influential
ally somewhere in Washingion. Bot, we must continue (o look
toward the creation of 3 new commitment ro sodal equality 2nd
fight hatder agninst the intolemble crusade ageinst homosexual-
ity bmsmsd by the Religious Right.
fany claim that same-sex mardages will destroy the tradi-

uonal fumily Onur society, though, has never fully embraced the
ideals of traditional marnage. Neardy balf of all marnages end in
divorce—the staggerng majodty in those states which are so
devoutly opposed to the idea of same-sex marrage. A taditional
marrisge is dependent upon the mutual love and respect of rwo
people who commit their lives to the happiness of one another.
Without that love and respect, couples who entet into a legal '
and/oz spiritual bond are maldng a mockety of the unicn.

The Bible-Belters (and

are categoncally denied to same sex parmers. pposing same-
sex marriages opposes the concept of equality that “All men” ac
cndiled 1o undet the premice that denying such o union would
hinder one’s pursuit to happiness. Our nadon has a marred his-
tory of insttuticnal disermination that we have only bepun
clean in tecent peoerations. Within our parencs’ lifetime it was
Megal fior a black man to marry a white woman, fior such a mar.
dage would jeopardize the traditional family. Malang this com-

ison becomes slippery, Il admit, if cos subscobes to the school
of thought that marrage is a path toward the raising of children.
Marrage, though, is an instimdon based on mual love and ze-
spect, a5 | established eaclier. If we degeperate the debate of
tradinomal marriage to those that produce childeen we would be
ignonng the happy unions of millions of Amercans who choose
aot 1o and cannot bear children. 5o, lets move the debate to the
next Fﬂlﬂt.

Enucting a constitutional amendment restricting the dghts of
Ameticans is, well, unconsztm-

equally misled Christians) who tiopal, It's been done once with
condsmn such uniops often WE HAVE AMENDMENTS THAT PROTECT THE the implementaton of prohi-
Lage their arguments upon theix FREEDOMS OF SPEECH, NO MATTER HOW biten. Let me know how that
spiritual beliefs, No proponent one worked cut?

of gay-mardage, oo materhew  ABSURD THAT SPEECH MAY BE. WE HAVE AN We have amendments that

suppoztive they appear to the
cause, would ever expect & law
to ttanscend the barders of
Church and State. Individual
religions would be free 1o set
their cun rules for mattiage
just as they can roday. (The
Catholic Church, fat txample,
daes nat allow s believers ta
remarry in the Church aftec 2
divoree) But basing a constitu-

AMENDMENT THAT PROTECTS ONE'S RIGHT TO
OWN A SEMI-AUTOMATIC ASSAULT RIFLE
DESPITE THE ALARMING NUMBERS OF
AMERICANS KILLED BY FIREARMS EACH YEAR.
WE HAVE AN AMENDMENT THAT PROTECTS
CITIZENS FROM THEIR OWN IMPRISONMENT.

protect the freedoms of
specch, no matter how absoed
that speach may be. We have an
amendment that protects one's
night 1o ovm & sEmi-aulomanc
assanlt dile despire the alam-
ing numbers af Americans
killed try fireacms each year, We
have an amendment that peo-
tects ciczens from their own
impiisonment. Establishing a

tional law on the beliefs of o=  JESTABLISHING A CONSTITUTIONAL LIMIT ON  consttutiona! limit on the
ligious doctrines not only blurs dghts of Ameticans wonld be
the lines of establishmeat, it THE RIGHTS OF AMERICANS WOULD BE equally insulting to Thomas
flagandy ecases them. Jefferson 2nd the Founding
A eie l you B i EQUALLY INSULTING TO THOMAS [EFFERSON St it
gay-mattiage opposition s net  AND THE FOUNDING FATHERS AS DROPPING  rblieving yourself on the
a rahgmus isaue but lock ot the erounds of Montcello,
p-oanmu- {0 same-seX marrage dage may be revolting o those
ace Eniserritios ticanisitcn GROUNDS OF MONTICELLO. who fear the image of two
with hidden rceligious agendas: dudes holding hands, but per-

The Family Research Councll {ingline reads, “Defending Family,
Faith, and Freedom), Forus on the Family (the lead article on
their website last Monday wag titled, “Choosing a Religious
Hame"), Jerry Farwell, the Catholic Church, and the united front
of self-labeled Evangelicals that Karl Rove pandered to through
out the 2004 elzction. Occasionally the Right will solicit a secular
opponent to combar the azpument that religioe is infiltrang our
constitution, bur that’s 2 political ploy more transparent than phac-
ing minordies oo stpe with & llly-white candidate.

Others will undoubtadly claim thar opposing same-sex mar-
tiage is oot discomination beeguse mardage does not provide
benchmarks benefits of universal civil ghts. But it is intmnsically
disctiminatery on the premiss that betermsexoals have access 1o
more than 1,400 governmenal beaefits theengh marriape that

somal preferences of what is and isn't comfortable is a terrble
precedent for amending the constitution.

Protecting the freedoms of the constituioe—the pursuit of
Iuppm:ss-un 2 nehble endeavor. Equality is above partisan poli-
tice. Ensanng that every Amedcan has the dght to their loved
one making medical decisions on their behalf; that every Ames-
can haz access to the sacular banefitn of marnape; that every
American be allowed to love whomever God allorwed them to fall
in love iz the most achle Aght o wege

History will mmember those who stood tn opposition to the
encial equality of same-sex marriage with those who fonght for
the pmte:nnn of shvuy and barrcaded the halls of higher edu-
cation against integration,

What side of history are you on?
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Protecting the traditional view of martiage

sex mattiage legislation in eardy Contipued from Page One:
December, 2004, more than half of Canada's thitteen provinces
and tenitories had already begun issuing mardage licenses to
homosexual couples.

The used by these courts in their deasions contains
profoundiy disturbing implications which I will atempt to con-
vei by mckling some of the major apguments put forth by same-
5EX MATARE Rroponenis,

First, those who scek the exiension of mardage titles and
benefits to homosexuals argue that procreation s not a fonda-
mental characreristic of the wiion. Indeed, an Ontano coutt
tuled in 2002 that procreation *js becoming an mr.tcaamgly nar-
rovw and shaky footng for the insdmtdon of marnage” especially
becanse some hererosexmal spouses cannot or do not have chil-
dren. What's more, they argue, advances in medemn technology
and the adoption option basically mean that, yes, hemosexuals
can “have" childeen.

Such an approach blatantly ignores some important realifies
For starters, the majodiy of marded couples de have childeen
and by natural means, no less. Truth be told, the statc has 2

cathee than following a path laid oot by madition”

What's more, she and the courts believe that excluding same-
sex couples from madeal recognition is an affront to their dignity.
It rejects their personal aspirations and implies that they lack che
abiliry ro form loving and lasting relationships, and that coe ferm
of reladonship i& more important than another.

The defenders of taditcnal merdage have duly noted the
cbvious flaw in these commonly heard arguments. IF constitu-
tional righty, including those permining to marriage, are dezived
from purely subjective nations of what one is entitded to, then the
social order would collapse. More importanty, the argument for
cqual recopnition of sexual preferences—and the conrts” accep-
tance of i—paves the way for every ype of sesmal reladonship
to be included under the definiton of marrage. If personal sexual
choice and not procreation is the primacy presequisite, and tech-
nology can crank out babies if need be, on what grounds would
the courts deny mardage licenses to three (ot thirteen or thirty)
conscntng adults who've professed their mumal lowe? Crioa
serlint cifizen and 4 minot? To 2 man and his best friend—of the
cantmne breed? To 2 brother and his sister?

vested intetest mn seeing that they

= Call it far-Ferched, but the pas-

do—thar is, the cxpansion and per-
petuaiion of its population.
Though same-sex macriage advo-
cates claim that hetergsexnal
conples will go on having bebies,
there is evidenre o the West that
points (o the contrary. Birth rates
in Carada and much of Western
Eurcpe are on the decline due to

ACCOMMODATING BOMOSEXUALS UNDER
THE UMBRELLA OF MARRIAGE 1S NOT ONLY
IMPRACTICAL, BUT DETRIMENTAL ‘TO QUR
UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IT MEANS TC BE
HUMAN IN ‘THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL SENSE
OF THE WORD.

sage af Bill £-38 lays the fonnda-
fion for precisely this scenaro.
The truth of the matter is that so-
ciety must show favor when it
comes to marriage, st as it dis-
criminates—in the most basic
sense of the word—in other situ-
ationa Oaly vetenns quality for
veterans’ beoefits, ooly students

decades of L lawrs o di-

vorce and human reproduction. Opening the door to same-sex
marige and liheralinng smndards even further defies prodence
under these drumstances

But, pethaps an even more destructive undettooe to the de-
emphasgs on ptocreation for mariage is the eguation of artificial
conceprion with natual concepticn. By claiming that reproduc-
tve techaologies allow bomosexual couples to “have" children
just like heterosexual ones do, the courts have set 2 disturhing
precedent. Ttonically, in order to recognize the indmacy of rela-
tions between homosexuals they are willing to ignore aad de-
grade the intimacy nvolved in natucal conception by equating it
with what poes on in a2 perd dish.

Alonp those lines, the conrts have demonstrated that they
are at peace with children prowing up in an environment which
distocts their perception of personhood. To quote one same-
sex mardape opponent, A child mised by his natural pacents
lives in the presence of his onging. Those wio live with adeptive
mothers and fathers zee a milecdon of their odgins; those who
live wih two meo ot o women see only a partial, m:nmplne
reflection” In the view of the Canadian judiciary, such piece-
meal self-knowledge is not ar all disaprecable.

Sn, if not procreation, then what conetnures the foundation
of martiage? Essentially, the courn’ messape has been that mar-
dage is predicated upon sexmal prefersnce. In 3 1953 decision,
Supreme Court justices acknowledped “the mnge of human pref-
erences and possibilites” when it comes to sexuality and lifestyle.
The judiciary seems to have subscribed to the proponents’ phi-
losophy thar macdage is purely a matiet of pereonal choice. Ax
the same-sex martiage advocate B Geaff claims, “each inds-
vidual should—ung, mur—be free (o choose his or her life course

with financial difficuldes qualify
for federal need-hased grants. Similary, only a man and a woman
qualify for mardape.

QOur exdstence 28 a soclety and 25 4 species has always depended
wpon traditional mardage; it simply does oot and cannet depend
upon same-sex celationships. A child's development is cultvared
by mothers and fachers in ways that are exclusive m them and
most beocfcial for the child’s sodal and emotonal well-bei
well ag his sense of idendry  Throuph the parciis’ intereourse
and example, the fullest truths about human persoohood are made
manifest. The law must thezefore recognize thar our greatest in-
terests are contingent upon the union of a man and 2 woman and,
ves, it must show preference for this type of relationship.

The Canadian Civif Marviage At should serve a5 2 Tond wake-
up call for sodety o devote maore cnepy to seengthening the
instimtion of mardage and the connseling of men and women
who seek to cntcr into it As a ooted pay writer has observed,
“steaights have done more damape to martage thao pays” Di-
vorce rates and TV shows in which spouses are mweated a5 com-
modities seem o vindicate his claim.

And yet, even though those for whom mardage is intended do
aot always get it dght, it is intended For them zlone nonetheless.
Though one may fail to bring about the folfllment of an entty’s
purpose, the failure docsa’t necessitare altecing the esseace of
thar entity. Macriage has 3 partcular design, purpose and mean-
ing Rather than eroding them by admining homosexuals, we
shauld look to rescue and strengthen mardape before the dam-
age becomes irreparable

Fitr avs fuformation on defending traditional marrige, go fo
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Savmg Social Security for our future

BY: THE RiGHT

In recent years the controversial topic of reforming social
seriieiry has been referred to as the third il of Amesican poli-
tics, you touch it and you die, at least politically, Well, it appears
that ali we needed was somcone to come along with a patr of
rubber gloves, because President Bush has just grabbed onwith
both hands. OF course, Democrats are uowilling o take this
chance for fear of achually suppocting the President on anything

Before I explain this tather harsh accusation, I will frsr look
at why this issue is so imporiaat, especially 10 our genemdon,
Today our grandparents Tve off of the money they have saved
up throughout their lives, as well as from the money they receive
Froms the social security fond each month. Soon many of our
parents will be collectng from this fund zad in abowr fifty years
so will we, That is why a certain percentage is taken out of our
paychecks each week, whether it is a job oo campus, or waiting
rables over the summer However, this fund may oot last loog
e.nnugh for us to see the benefits of all the money we are putting
mio it. As seniors are Bving lonper and couples are having fewer
children there are fewer people working and paying raxes to fund
the social secogity system and more pecple taking moeey our of
that system to live on.

This is why the Bush administration has Taid cut a plan ro
reform the existing social security system. Nothing is set in stone
and the President is open to hearng all possible solutions, al-
though be does believe that allowing people to ser up prvate
aecounts is the way ro go. This would allow peaple to volunrarily
take some of the money they would pormally pay into social
security throngh raxes and inwest it povately. Mot only wonld
this gllow people to keep mor= of their own money rather then

pay it into a system that will eventally go bankrupt, but it would
abso allow them 4o gain a higher intercse wte on their money,
higher than anything thar the current government fund can pro-
vide. Such a reform will cast great amounts of money, but our
opticas are either to pay that large amount now and fx the prob-
lem, or not da anything and have to spend a far preater amount
sometime in the future when our refirement money ia ar stake,
The teason why I accuse the Democrats of being afraid of
supporting President Bush is due to the fact that former Presi-
dent Pl Clinton, identified social secutiry a8 a crisis under his
administration. Mowever, today many Democrars woudd have us
believe rthat there is no problem with the current system and that
President Bush is using scare tactics to gain suppoct for his re-
form plan. In addition one of the Precident’s srrongest oppo-
nents in Conpress, Senate Minodty Leader Harey Beid (D-NW),
claimed in a 1999 news interview that he would support a
privatizaton plan similar to the President's to reform sodal secu-
aty, bur new says that he would never allow such 2 plan. So,
which is 1t# Has the Senator simply changed his mind or is he
afraid that the Bush administration might be suceessful and solve
a problem that he and his fellow Cremocrats were unable to solver
Whether Democrats want to admit it or not, socal secudty is
in tronble and if something is not done to address this problem
the system will eventually go bankeupt. The formation of this
syatern was a great success of the Demecratic Parry nnder FDR
that has allowed penerations of Amedcans to live out the twilight
of their lives in dignity. However, as dmes change, we must be
willing to change with them. We must honor past successes and
avoid future fallures, This means that we must be willing ro take
chances, work topether, 2nd not worry about who pets the credic

for sclving problems.

Dean will fix McAuliffe’s train wreck

BY: THE LEFT

Since drioking myself into denial on Flection Might, I have
been gerting into sereaming matches with my fellow Democratic
fiends through the chaonels of the blogosphere. It appears, to
use the lotest cliché of the blog, my partisan allies have heen
“dainkding the Kool-Aid" of the Democratic Leadeeship Counal.
Moderation may be a virtue of Adstotelian happiness, but it is
the sigm of apathetic weakness in the word of partisae polics.

It appears that the sexy appeal of indecision is slowly dissoly-
ing within the Democrate Nanonal Commiaee and it's about
damn pme. The two year rollercoaster of Howand Dean’s jour
ney from irrelevance to front-runoer to late-aight headliner has
msen e the heights of the Party. Conservatives are ecafic. A
Republican ftiend of mine couldn't hide his ple at the prospect
of Ddean’s unorthodox style. The conservatives, though, don't
realize that Dean’s organizing and fundmising wili bdng the DNC
back into relevance mn Adzona, New Memco, South Carolina,
Flagida, Towa, ... OK, I conldn's resist.

Howard Dean is the mao for the job, espedially after the train
wreek that oui-going Party boss Terey MeAuliffe has left for the
Party. Dean did net lose the Democnitic nomination for running
a pooT grassroots campaign; he lost because he conlde't sty on
seipt. He bongs the philosophy of emposwerment to the Parry
that kept him in the mee theough the Wisconsin prmary last year,

Diean is capable of organizing and remining supperters. His

strategy to make the DNC a natonal aliance of Jocal parties will
allow the Party ta identify their members, mlk to their members,
and keep their members on hoard. Mareover, by brnging the
smaller oipanizations together, Dean sees the valuable asser of o
local influence in nanonal steategizing. The voices of stare chairs
and counry oganizers will never be muffled under the scrong-
arming pressure of the distanced knowledge of the DSCC and
DCCC

Critics will continue to whine that Dean will pull the party 1o
the left and zlienarc modezate and conservadve blue collay fami-
Lies 10 the Red States. The crtics forger, though, that Dean was
able 1o mlly the working poor early in his run for the White House
by ralking about the issues all Amercans can relate to—the
ecenemy, education, health care, and foreign policy. Maybe the
Party will lose several elections it could have won by redirecong
the language of debate, but I can’t help but to ask whar is the
viriue of electing Republican ideas under the utle of a Demo-
crai?

When we begin talking to Amedcans as people who work oa
farms and in factodes and in offices and on the highways we will
begin to zee the country s more than Red and Blue Howard
Dean knows the importance of talling to Amcdcans like they are
Amescans. He did it for most of 2002 and 2003. Had he not lost
sight of that common ground of Americana the DNC would
never have bad to put the debare of its Rifure oo the threads af
amateur blogs.
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‘SHORT TAKES

From thetor to results: why Bush’s State of the Union halds weight  No douht the wotds "hot ais” were running through the
heads of cortain audience members as Bresident Bush delivered his Saie of the Union address. Sure, the cusiom of America’s chief
executive greeting a joint sessinn of Congress and extending his challenges, invirations and thanks iz 3 hallowed and ceremonial one.
Bu, its chances of degenerating into a zelf-congramlarory festival of applsuse devoid of any orgmal subetance ot flavor always seem
10 be rather high, so why would 2005 be any different?

At fiest glance, it wasn't. Lengthy ovatons from zealous spectators and 2 seemingly endless strearn of pledges from the president
may have given the proceedings an appearance of redundancy and pretentiousness. However, 1 cursory examination glosses over
some important truths which, ance fully comprebended and appeeciacd, cast Bush’s State of the Uning in an entirely different light,
The reality of the ssation was this—legislators in the House chamber and attentive citizens of the country were presented with 2
polifical apenida from 4 president whose tack recowd after one tecm in office is nothing short of exceptional

It's easy to dismniss the ambitious promises of someone wiho can't back them up, this president hoasts a recerd which reflecrs an
nnusuzl degres of sacress in tckling politically rsky challenpes and producing major resulis, like the following: the No Child Left
Behind Act, which overhsuled much of the country’s education systemy the refesal to allocate federal funds for stem-cell tesearch
tequining further destruction of embryos, 4 ban on partial bisth abortion; comprehensive tax relief; and, the first voluntary prescap-
tion dtug benefit in the history of Medicare—an exploit which eluded every com of his predecessors who acempted the same.

In matters of nadonal secunty and foreign policy, Bush hus also made enormous soides, conselidatiog 22 differznt povernment
agencies inta the Department of Homeland Security, reforming the intelligence community through implementation of the 9/11
Commission’s proposals, ousting the Taliban and Saddam Husstin, and supporting landmark slections in Afphanistan and Irag.

Of course, we won't preend that President Bush's initiatives have not met theis Fair share of sethacks and scruting. Though dhe
demand for Socal Secunty, Medicare und Medicawd expendinures is at an all time high and military campaigns are still being waged
averseas, the president must assume some responsibility for the tecord deficits logged in the lasc Fowr years. The State of the Unioa
lines which demanded fscal restraint and that “Taxpayer doHars must be spens wisely, or not at al” should be foremost on Bush’s
mind the next time inconsegquental expenditires are peading his approval. Similacky, considesing the Jofty stams of freedom in the
president’s remaths, he might do well to rewisit some of his policies on granting detainees in Guantanamo Bay fair and expeditous
prosecution, and to pressure wayward partnerz—Russid, China and Saudi Arabia spring o mind—ro drastically cucb human dghts
abuses within their own borders.

Though such shoctcomings art sefous and meric equally serous attention, they are exceptons to what is otherwise an impressive
record for the Bush administration. Let vs not forget that this record is belsterad by owrstanding electoral feats, including gains in
¢ach bause of Congress in bath national electons since 2000, and s sweep of the popular vote and the Electon] College in 2004, In
shoct, the president has revealed an extmondinary pift for accumulating political capil in the foom of glectoral mandates sinee Brst
taking cffice,

Mindful of Bush’s impressive legisladve and electoral records as he beging his second teom, we shoudd expect him to spend dhis
capital in equally ambitious ways and to produce egual, if not greater, cesults. While you may criticize these results or attabuie the
president’s record m dhe skills of his allies on Capitol Hill, these's nothing to sugpest that the president will shy away from reforming
Sodal Security, medical linbility, immigmton and federal tax laws, while sirengthening our enetgy supplics and improving our health
care. You may not buy the thewode, bug the record of results is a zure sell. - The RicHy

Unclog politica before the Plumbers bill ws.  Politics should oot be a dirty word in 2 democracy that is zeliant on the peneral
population for guidance. Recent actions, though, by Matyland Republicans have marred the instirton of our gevernance.

Last week, ramors regarding Baltimors Mayor Martin CFMalley’s ([).) sex life surfaced through postings on 1 consesvative website.
The mzn responsible for throwing mud around the Free State was on the Stare payroll and a persona! ally to Republican Gov. Robert
Edich, While Erlich has distanced himself from the charges of conspiracy, bhe has been indicted by public opiniea for assaszinating
the chamcter of his likely challenger in next years gubematornizl election.

O'Malley denied the charpes and Democratz from across the state—even those who have pledged their support in o Party primary
with O'Malley’s chiel Diemocratic val—have called for an investigaron into the Govemor's involvement with the accusations,

Such partisan hackery holds no place in the honest work of goveming the people, but Repoblicans contioue to hold their marks
as excellent character assassios. What hegan with an fll-sought crusade againse Bill Clinton's personal life (1o the sound of $30 million
of wx-payer money), snowbatled through Republican cireles. Max Cleland (D) ~ GGA) was attacked for being an enemy to the United
Stares, Yet, Clland served his nation honorably in Viemam, where he left both his legs and an arm behind,

The concept of bi-partean chivalry is devoid on the GOF, as they anucked the Democratic Senate Leader in last year’s election
with 2 dicty smear campaign that distoreed Tom Duschle’s Senate record, Bug, the GOP was able to win Cleland’s seat und they
succeasfully onsted Druschle, They also prevailed in impeaching Clinton before cooler heads of reason prevailed in the Senate.

The attacks on O’Malley may be the independent work of a rogue poliical hack. The measuces of “winning.” however, are hurting
the country more than the noise-pollunon of Crergfire. While polinics is an ugly game, the Republican Party cannot continue 1o lead
our pation down the path of personal vindication. It may appear a5 ealy 3 minor ssue from a small Mid-Adantc atate bur the
tradition of “Rat-F**ing” that the GOF started with Whatergate will continue to pollute the azena of goveenmeat unt] spmecne
mans-up to the costliness of the GOP Plumbers - The Lerr
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The predictable predicament of the opposition
Rz Shart Taker, The Stente of the Univm:

I love reading the Lefts predictable reaction whensver Re-
publicans mlk Soprial Security; with so many dadly changes in our
wazld, it's something consistent I can cling to. Even uttering the
%' word and “reform” in the sarme hreath sends liberals into con-
vulsions. Now, I den't pretend to be 2 political guoy; T'm Just
going 1o throw cut some rmodom besin dreppings on the Lef's
pempective and see if any of them fAnd a target. ..

..."Socul Security was aever intended to be the sole means
of retirement funds, bt tather it was to act as a safety net for
those without the means to refire comfortubly” Coulda'’t apree
mare 5o, if it was never inteaded to be one's gole cash cow oo
retirement, and if we'd Like to divert our cash somewherz else on
the off-chance we can get 3 better eeturn, why shouldn't the pov-
ernment provide us the opportanity o de sof..

.. “Lat us pot forget the unprecedented risk of committing
our fund—a Pand each of us has already paid into—to the whims
of the stock madiet,” a truly legiti-
mate guestion. Good heavens,
thooght [ might not fnd one in
here But I digress {apart from the
fact that if we were allowed to in-

in the Upited Srates Senate. ..

You mention several Ysuccesses” of the Bugh administraton.
There’s Mo Child Lefi Behind, whose extreme standards have
resulted in major sanctions for schools actoss the naticn, inchud-
ing some in my hometown, which boasts ane of the best school
systems in the country (Chadottesville High School, which i3 con-
sistently ranked amongst the nation’s top 100 high schools, iz sbout
to fail under NCLB). And if thar weren’t enough, the govern-
ment isa’t fnding its own intatve, maling it lerally impossilble
for many schocls to meet the program’s requirements...

... Then there's the wat in Ieag. Let’s see, how did that one go?
They had weapens of mass destruction, and then they dids't.
They could attack us at any dme, but that ramed out aot to be
true. Wewere told that Irag and 2l Quaeda wete inextricably linked,
and that Trag was behind the 9/11 anacks, both of which nuned
out to be completely false, except that the war has created a new
safe haven for al Quacda after they had not had a sympathetic
government tn provide a safe haven. We toppled a leader that

posed no threat to the United
Srates and a regime that, though
hoctible, was no worse than many
regimes across the workl that we
acrually support. And in the pro-

WEST,
vest povately, its not “the fund cEss, we have spent hundreds of
we've aleeady paid into" ﬂmtm’n:P B I ,a H I I E:.bil!imis of dollas (with Bush lately

tisking, just owr own investment.
Whatever we put into Sodal Secu-
uty would be 4 completely sepa-
rate issue, accumulating interest
under the old rules). However, as
any investment advisor can tell
you, there are wacying degrees of rak. Some funds give you 2
gmall but historically guarntsed zace of return; others offer hipher
returns but admittedly higher tisks, more subject to the whims of
the atock market. Good wvestors usually pet a vadety of fonds:
some guarinteed 5o they sill bave a nest-egg should the market
tank, but others fskier sc that they can potendally reap greater
rewards than the povernment could ever offer them, Why should
younger workers be denied the apportunity to make thess
choices?...

...IF the Demacrats don's want to find themselves on the
wrang side of histary, they should look for ways tw address the
system's Jooming problems, mther than pretend that there is no
burglar, and ah, by the way, the sound of breaking glass down-
stuirs is just the hot zir gushing from Howard Drean's lunga—
Anonymous Pasting

The oayths of a mandaie
Rz Short Takes, The State of the Liniva

It's bizarrs to call the 2004 elecdon affort a *“success™ for Bush.
Drespite having the advantige of incumbency, Bush ceceived just
under 51 percentof the pepular vote and won re-l=ction by one
single state, the most narcow win for 2 sitting President in listory.
In the House of Representatives, the Democrats would have ac-
tually gained a seat had it not been for Tom DeLay’s illegal redis-
tricting effort in Texas. In Governor’s rces, thets was ne change.
Statehouses across the country are now split evenly between the
two partes, and Democrate have a majornity in egards o overall
aumber of stare legislators. The GOF's only suong victory came

BLOCGERPOT COM

aeking for even mor), lost over
1,500 coaliton lives, with thoo-
sands of others maimed, and kalled
aver 100000 civilian lives, an
amoit that is eqgeivalent to more
than twice the population of
Rhode Island (based on respective populations). Meanwhile, de-
spite a joke of an election, insurgent viclence mges oo, and the
current administration chetotic is strikingly similar to the pre-
Iraq war chetosic, although this time it is directed owards Tean.
Meanwhile, the GOP hzs forced their morality on several fronts
onto the Amercan public. They have given millions to the diug
industry and are about to give millions to Wail Steeet. His eco-
nomic policy is weakening the Amedcan dellar abroad, which
economists tell me iz very, very bad. His mx cuts went mostly ta
the upper class, and whatever cuts the middle and lower class
received has been mare than made up for in rising property tanes
and sales mxes oo the local and state Jevel, Dick Cheoey's former
fand future) company hag gotten rich off the Traq war, and mean-
while, abortica, teen pregnancy, teen sex, teen STL's and divorce
have all dsen under Bush's term. —Dan Kachur,
President Pravidence College Democrats

Democracy can be a bitch

Be: Short Takes, Tit Iragi Electioar

The most poweriil nation that has ever graced the face of
this planet has that, under the tracks of tanks, the barzels
of M-16s, 2nd the open doors of B-2 bombers, we can success-
fully distribute plastic boxes, make people put marked pieces of
paper in said boxes, and ger them counted. For one day. We have
succeasiully proven that we are capable of conquedng a naton
still teetering on the brok of the Middle Ages and forcing our
rmechanism of government on oor humbled foe. Congratulations
are in order. . . Or are they? —Feith Carr
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