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Using Alaska’s Coast in the Oil Crisis

The Wrong Discussion

hhcHam. Rata
The Lerr ErnTon

What iz wrong with explor-
ing the Alaskan coastines for
il reservest Char country is fac-
ing an oil crisis that has driven
the cost of gaz vp to wo dal-
lars and fftecs rents through-
out New England. Families are
faring double digit increases in
their gas and hcatmg bills,
Roundnip tickers oo major air-
lines continue to climb. Why
shouldn't we open our own re-
serves for exploration?

Because searching for oil
is't a5 simple as locking for
yeur keys. Exploration is a nice
word. It conjures images of the
rugged curiosity that opemed
the frontier 1o Amedean pic-
neers. Explonng for oil involves
peemanent ecological damage.
To find these mscrves, we will
have to dill hundreds of feet
into the majestic lands of the
Artic Mational Wildlife Refuge
in Alaska,

The ANWR bill sets 2 dan-
gerous peecedent thar could
slide down the slope that may
ane day weaken the
consecavation legacy of cne of
the GOP's greatest icons, Pres-
dent Thecdore Roosevelr. His
uncommon devoton to the
pems of Amedca’s landscape
spatked the glodous lore of our
namral wonders. The Grand
Canyon sod Yellowstone MNa-
tonal Park have become inter-
aanondl icons of the Ameyican
experience. ANWR shares a
namural beauty and inspiring
backdrap with these MNatonal
Parks. Poking holes in the awed
Alaskan scenery would be com-
pamble to putting & cigarerre
ontin the cyes of Shoart’s grear
poriraits

Why destroy the pictur-
esque eegion whean 95 percent
af the Alaskan coasthine is al-
ready open o il explomtion?

Make the arpument that the
ANWE wpon will provide a
msolule answer 1o Amedcs’s of
dependency all that you'd like.
Just keep in mind that geologi-
cal zod enexpy experts almast
universaily acknowledge that
these il felds~—if they exist—
will provide the couniry with

Security and Diversity

Pat Brown
T Ragar Eorror

Anyone who's had the bur-
den of recently filing wp his car
with pas knows thar Amenica's
curzent enefgy situation is far
from perfect. With prices at the
pumps neacng record highs, it
scems that any measure
could be taken to ceduce miu-

Cuntinu:d o Page Twn

~CoMMON GROUND~
FarewELL PC

Micoael Baw & P&t Broww
CorFounpims Enirons, BLaos & BFame

We statted this publication thres months age with the hopes
of mising the bar oo campus. We promized ourselves, as well
a5 caf readers, that we ke the highmad in our debate and
open o forum of dialogue shout the impormnt fopics of the
day. We've: done our pact and we can only hope that our work
brought about a discourse in your dorms, your classes, and
your lunch tables,

Chur ime at Providence College is coming to 2 faa) end.
Like cur classmates, we are leaving Providencs Callege changed
people-—hopefully for the better. Each of us in the Clags of
20035 i= mking a new raad towand our fanrre. Geaduute schools,
Iawr schools, and aven medical schools ace just exire oo some
of our trips. Others ace jumping zight into the work force to
begin careers. Bach year, 2 new class leaves PC znd 2 younger
group takes its place, But the institution remains, building on
each contdbution from those who have left it behind in the

past.

Black & IFbite will continue to print undet new Irademship,
While we are transiioning to 2 new cliss of writets, our mds-
gion will remain inmet we will continne to provide intellectual
debate; we will keep our blog open to every idea and opinion;
we will push the College 10 be more open o the virtues af
student leadership.

An independent voice at Providence College has emerged
duriog our theee month campaign. We have been accapted by
the srudeat body and the faculty, With the bopes of future
transprazency and openness io a new adminisiration, it is the
bope of the grmduating editors that Blxk e Wbt will be 4
wrue alierpative source of news, opinicas, pnd information
that will rival the readership of othee campus publications.

While we have expressed concerns with the Collage in the
past, we have done o beeause we hope to sae a place we love
Jive to its absolute potentil. We are both walking down the
aisle of the Dunk with the pride in knowing we will soon be
graduates of Providence College.

eling costs would be 4 welcoms
one.

Combine these prices with
the pesistent volanlity of of-
exporting markets like Venesn-
ela, Russia, and the Middle
East, andd the Simuation appeacs
bleaker, Americans are oot only
being forced to purchase oil at
expenzive rates, they must also
do so from conncries with
whom they don't enjor the co-
ziest of diplomatic and secusity
rlatons.

Enter the Arctic Mational
Wildlife Refuge (ANWER, pro-
nounred “an-wHARE) onto the
scent, ANYWR, a 19.6 million-
acre chunk of rerritory in
northeastern Alaska roughly
the size of South Carolina, has
long been herolded as a preat
potznbal resecvoir of ol by in-
dusery and other pro-develop-
ment forces Located mere
miles to the east of the largest
115 oil Bald ever discovered
and still in operation - Prudhoe
Bay - ANWR moay indeed help
facalivats a simultmneous redoe-
don in gas prices as well as de-
peadence upon forcipn sources
of oil

QF course, there's a carch.
At legst, thats what certain en-
vitonmentalists would have you
believe. They'es concerned that
any oil exploration oc produc-
tinn within the refupe sould
disrupt and destroy the many
wildlife habitats which ANWER
houses. According to the LS.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the
refuge’s “rich papeant of wild-
lite” inchudes 36 species of fsh,
45 spedics of land and marine
mammale, and more than 160
species of birds. Indeed, even
the most cursory of glinces at
photos of the refuge is suffi-
clent to vindicare its fides of
“America’s namral treasure
chest™ and the “Serenpen of
Condtived on Page Thres
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From Page One: The Wrong Debate

the wil to last for less than 180 dnyamdpmwdeammi:mlﬂ?
percent of the global community’s ¢il berweea acw and 2020. Ts
six months o great enough beaefit w justdfy the destructon of 2
natural reasure? Is one year?

Dioes six months of limited oil dependence validate the mas-
give ecological disasters that would ensue? Doee it subsmntie
the inherent risks of spills that would cost Amencan's billions of
dollars in clean up costs? What sbout the 129,000 wild cagbou
that are unique to the refuge?

The argoments against ANWER outeeigh those in support of
drilling—e on the logistcal level. Dalling will not make
us sotficiently independent Gom Venernelan pil—the country
that prevides us with the vast majerity of our ol since the OPEC
crisis from 30 years ago. We'll have 4 six month party and face an
&ven greater political and energy cosis when we oansiton back
to totul dependence on our international parmers. ANWR is not
the rght answer. Its not even the tipht debate,

We love our 3UV's, don't

An enviropmental 3UV would cost roughly $800-§1,000 more
than the standard gas chuggng shell. That ain’t chump change,
Il admit Bur, when you factor in the cost of hlling 25 gallon
tanks every three days at §2.15, the average dover would save
more than $1,400 annually. So, in simple ferms, 2 one-nme $500
investment can save you §1,400 per pear. Considenng most SUV's
lagt zeven 1o 10 years, each of you driving your “Pimped” Ex-
plorers and Cherckees will save $10,000 to $15,000 over the next
decade. That's a season tcket package at Fenway Park, a neor SUV,
a fantastic weekend in Vegas, or 2 minimal dent in college loans.

This i& just cne sclution to the glunonous and matedalisnc
aura of our success, ('] even argoe it's the best ene our there—
it allowss us to continue to appear plutronous and matedalistic
while acting responsibly.)

We can do better, though.

The federal government should be opening its research facili-
tes and is checkbooks 1o these willing to search for a viable
source of reoecwable energy.

wet We have absolutely no The US. avto industry contin-
problem shoving fifty doflars ues 1o slip beoeath the effi-
actozs the counter at PC Wart DDES SIX MONTHS OF LIMITED OIL dency of foreipm bybdds With
to drve our cbnoxinusly un- the copperative efforts of
necessary trucks to baligames DEPENDENCE VALIDATE THE MASSIVE Dem_:-it's enginescs a!:ld
and internships, The bill Con- Washington's Rolodex of in-
s passed last month to dusiry sciennsm, renewable on-
o 2 domssee, bos pat ECOLOGICAL DISASTERS THAT WOULD oo e et ve-
iso't the dialogue we should be vive the American suro indus-
facilinating, It is past time that ~ ENSUE? IDOES IT SUBSTANTIATE THE 1ty and bring substantive jobs
Congress steps up to the auto Ea:i: to the Amercan heart-
industry to pass stct repula-
ons on emissions gndgt;lzs INHERENT RISKS OF SPILLS THAT AR, is a sexy mpig. The
mileage and commission an ' opponents of drilling can sead
honest discussion amongenvi-  WOULD COST AMERICAN’S BILLIONS ~ prctuses to Siecea Cluh sympa-
roamental enginecrs zbout the thizers with a caption reading,
virtue of altecnatve and renew- “Save this Laondscape—Op-
ably energy, OF DOLLARS IN CLEAN UP COSTS?  pose Drilling” The bill's sup-

A catly as 2001, the Na-
tinnal Academy of Sciences
declared that fuel-efficient
SETV's (SUVs thar will get vp
10 47 percent mote miles per
gallen compared to today’s
standard nks) were only a few
years down the aszembly line.

WHAT aBouT THE 129,000 wiLD
CARIBOU THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE

REFUGE?

porters can easily claim Amen-
can oil independence. It is one
of the few topics that can sphit
the population into clear
sides—Ifor and againat But it
isn't the issue, Do I want io see
holes dug throughout the pris-
tine acreage on the Alaskan

The biggest roadblocks to in-

xoducing these new machines have nor been hardships in tech-
nclogy-——Ford introduced o version of the Explocer in 2003 thar
gets more than 28 miles per gallon. Manufacturers have no in-
ceative to build such automobiles. We'll buy a Suburban that gets
12 miles 1 gallon without a second thought and the povernment
has not reintrodnced reazonable fedeml repuladons on e anm-
motive industry since seat belts wers unversalized.

As a socety, we are incredibly short-teom Focused—no ex-
ample bener displays the deve fior instant gratification over sound
loop-term planning than the ANWR Bl As a consemer though,
it is in our interest 1o push Deteoit in the direction of environ-
mental leadership. Look at these aumbers:

coast? Absolutely oot I don't
think sir months of gas musdfics the destruction of the last re-
maining Amedean fronter, But I'm tired of being 2 member of
the “gang that can't shoot straight.”

The Democrars should seize this oppormnity to reshape the
discussion. Instead of whining to the Mew York Trmes environ-
mental lobby, it is long overdue foz the Prople’s Party to mobilize
it's blue collar base in Michigan, Ohto, Pennsylvania, and the rest
of the blue collar belt in the industdal AMidwest and offer Ford,
Chevy, and Dodge an incentive to ceshape their indusoy.

TNl keep deiing my 34 mile per gallon Dodge Stetus in the

meanime.
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the dyrhic.”

And therein lies the crsis—do we leave ANWE alone out of
appteciadon for its sesthetic termin and wildlife? Or, do we fsk
doing damage to it by drilling for oil? Thoungh this debate has
goeae ungesolved since before Alaska’s entry into the Union in
1959, we can oo longer afford to let this opportunity remain in
limbe. The advantapes to opening up the Arctic National Witd-
life Refuge 1o oil explorzton far ourweigh the disadvantages. For
the sakc of Amencan lvelihoods and our encrgy supply, devel-
opment should commence a3 =oon a5 possible

There a few impormnt arpuments o consider when it comes
to determining what ANWRR fuure should bold. Fiest, one
must keep in mind just how much temtory within the refuge
wolld acrually be aftected by oil exploration and producton. If
oil explomtion ever occurs, it ¢an only take place widkin a 1.5
million acre sxetch of land along ANWR's acrthern coast. This
tertitory, known as the Coastal Plain area, cepresents less than 8
percent of the refupe’s entirc acreage. Thus, the vast majodty of
ANWR’s land is ani even be-

Secure with ANWR

80% of its cevenue, stands to gun From incressed profits, state
and federal xeasuoes will also be beneficiades from ANWR ex-
ploracon and production. Current estimares from the Whice
House Othce of Manapement and Budpet and the Department
of the Interior project $4.2 billion in revenue for state and federal
coffers durng the first fve years of il operapons. Because the
refuge is technically considerad federal land, the whole country is
set te proft rom itz development.

Finally, and most importantly of all, oil cxtracted from the
Arctic Natiopal Wildlife Refuge can serve 25 onc of many vital
ateps which must be taken to release us from ouc dependence on
foreign sources of . An assessioent conducted by the United
States Geological Survey in 2001 found that vpwards of 105 bil-
lion barrels of oil will likely be recovered from underneath
ANWR's Coazral Plain. Last year, the Department of Energy
announced that if AWNWE d ent began in 2013, produc-
tion could peak in excess of 1 million barrels of oil per day by
2025,

Such guanuties would sig-

o

ing considered a5 4 site for de-
velopment.

More importantly, though,
industry experte have coo-
cluded that only 2000 acres
withio the Coastal Plain ares
it=elf would be needed for dall-
ing to take place. This reladvely
miniscule ameount of land 1s
equivalent vo (101 percent of
ANWER's texnitory. These 2000
acres are aleo located ca a flar,

THE SECURITY OF THE 115, HOMELAND 15 ES-
SENTIALLY A MATTER QF PROTECTING AMERICAN
LIVELIHOODS AND THE MEANS WHICH RENDER
THESE LIVELIMOODS POSSIBLE. WHEN WE RELY
UPON CORRUPT COUNTRIES AND REGIMES TO
FROVIDE THESE MEANS, WE ARE MAKING QUR-
SELVES VULNERABLE TO A PERSISTENT AND
POWERFUL THREAT TQ OUR VERY WAY OF LIFE.

nificandy reduce the oeed for
ofl impors fom volatlke mar-
kets like Russia, Venezuela, and
Saudi Arabio, and thereby bel-
ster our nadenal secunity While
some of us may be weombort-
able moking 4 cormladon be-
tween out enerpy supplies and
out secunty, it is a reality none-
theless—one that has been
painfully apparent aver the last
three decades.

reeless smetch of wnde, 70
miles swway from che sefuge’s scenic mountaing and texrain. What's
more, techaology employed by the ol indusay would allow drill-
ing 10 eccur only durng the eight-month loag winter, whea ice
covers the Coastal Plain and oo wildlife 15 present. This means
that all roads, airstps and platforms would melt come summer
time, leaving mere dents in the landscape.

Graned, the gil indusiry is not immune o mstakes, and the
realines of uaforeseca spills and accidents would undoubtedly
manifest themselves dudng ANWR's development. Similady, to
think that fumes and cahanst fom preducdon will not reach
other sectors of the refiege is prossly naive. Nevertheless, the
precision capabilities of dalling techoclogy and the tiny porton
of land that developers themselves would be desling with cast a
strong shadow of doubt over environmenalists’ doomsday fore-
casts of toml disruption and destenetion. In ey, indusidal ae-
tivity at the nearhy Prudhoe Bay oil fielde hos proven the com-
patibility of t and wildlife. During the Gelds’ Arst
year of nperation In 1978, the local caribou herd totaled 6,000.
Today, after mére then 2 quarter-century of activity, the herd
exceeds 27 000 members

A s=cond im t apument to keep in miad s the eco-
nomic benefits zod pronwth which ANWR development is sure
e biing, Perhaps the most difficult point of conptention for the
mosty Demaoccatic oppasition to refute is the abundance of jobs
which oil exploration and production in the refoge will penerate.
The International Brotherhpod of Teamsters, one of the countrys
most pwerful labor unions and long-sanding ally o the pary
of JFK aad FDR, has continued to lend its support to ANTR,
development knowing that it will creare berweea 250,000 and
735,000 pew jobs

While Alaska, which already depends on oil for more than

Ar the coszr of the 19805,
President Jimmy Carret told Congress that “an attempt by any
cutside force to gain control of the Peggian Gulf region will be
reparded as an sssault oo the vied interesm of the United States
of Amesca” {Vital interests beiag oil imports, among others),
Similady, during his second term in the Owal Ofiice, President
Clinton went 50 fat as to equate the ofl-reserve potennal of the
Caspian Sea basin with American national security.

The security of the U5, homeland is essenntally 3 marter of
protectiap Amencan livelihoods and the means which render these
livelihoods possible. When we ccly upon corrupt countxies and
repimes 1o provide these means, we ane makiog ourselves ruloer-
able to a peesistent and pawerful threat to ouz very way of life.
O development within the Arctic Nadonal Wildlife Refuge is
one way of ensuring that the pillars propping up our way of life
are subject to owr own control and therefore pose no threat 1o
CUT SECULTY:

Admittedly, ANWR development is not the snd way of cnsur-
ing this. Alternative sources of enerpy fram hydrogen to corn-
based ethanol must continue to be integrated efficienty and eco-
oomically inta our day-to-day lives, and I long for the day when
cars will operaiz on epvironmentally-friendly fuel sources.

Undl that day comes, though, and the encipy infrastructure
no looper depends on crude oil for its opemtions, we must sirve
ta inctease our owm producten, reduce our depeadence on vola-
tile foreign markets, and coosequenty, strengthen our own secu-
aty. The ANWR's Coastal Plain presents us this oppostunity, and
the chance to genenate significant economic growth while doing
minimal damage to the envitonment. It alone will not solve qur
enexpy problems, but it is an excellent spangboard from which to
continue trying.
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A Democratic Thanks to the GOP

Dan EacHuR
ThE Lerr

Those who know me might be sos-
prised 1o hear me say this, but [ love Tom
Delay, Why would I not want the down-
fall of g leading Republican whose pelin-
cal style is probably moze caustic than any
othar Republican? Because Dielay's years
of hubtis and greed have Anally culminated
into a litany of ethical abuzes so blatant
that they thizaten the health of the entire
Republican Party. Every day that Tom
DeLay temains the House Majodty Leader
is a gifi to the Democrabc Party,

DieLay gained natonal arention as the
architect of 4 cedistrcting effort aimed at
sending more Republicans to Conpgress.
Met coly was thie effort in blatant viola-
ton of the Texas Constitution, it was also
surrounded by major ethical lapses. The
redisrricting efftct was possible because the
Tewns GOP was zble to gain conizol of
the state legislature, thanks in pact 1o an
effort by a group called Texans for a Re-
publican Majozty Pelitical Action Commit-
e (TRMPAC), co-creared by none other
than Tom Delay. In 2002, TRMPAC sent
$190,000 to the Republican Haticnal State
Elecnons Commirtee. Exacdy rao weeks
later, the same commires seoc $190,000
to legislative candidates supported by
TRMPAC. The problem comes from a
Texas law that expressly prohibire corpo-

mte donatons (o smte taces. Since the
ongindl money inchuded corperate dona-
tions, it appears that TRMPAC colluded
with the GOF in a not-sa-subtle vicladon
of Texas law Delay claims he has oo
knowledge of the mnsacdons, but with a
GOP copumittes immived, one has o wona-
der how the Coogressman was ignornt.

When the ilegal redismictng effore fi-
nally got underway, the only opticn that
Texas Democeate had to uphold the b
was to actually Jeave the state. Narurally,
Dielay decided to respoad by abusing his
power 283 Congressman. Del ay used con-
tacts in the FCC to track down the abeent
legishators, an act so far outside the pale
that DeLay waz asdmonished by the House
Ethics Comminze. The committes alsc
frowned on Delay's solicitations of dona-
tions from Westar Enerpy just befoce 2 vote
that wus important to the company, and
for offeting a hahe to former Bep. Mick
Smith {(R-CA) owin suppart for the Medi-
care reform bill,

Just aa Delay was beginning o feel heat
from the press following these and many
other ethics volatons, he saw 2 glimmer
of hope in the form of 1 dying woman in
Florida. Even though he had previcusly
beea in favor of removing a feeding tube
from his cen father, DieLay jomed the fight
to kecp Tetrd Schiave alive. Unfoctunarely
for DieLay, this time even his hypocrdsy

cowlda’t save him, and his bizarte diatnbe
against the courss following Terzi’s pass-
tng made things cven worse. Delay’s at-
tempt 10 Use 4 brain-dead woman and her
family's mapgedy for his cwn politcal pain
backfired and, as the polls sugpested that
the public was mmiing against him, so did
his fellow Republicans  Senator Lincoln
Chafee (R-F.1.) said, “We've got to uphold
the highest standards of legality and ech-
ics... You can't have your leader under 2
cloud” Even extremist Rick Santorum (R-
PA) called for DeLay to better explain bis
actons © the public

But these Senators are oaly spealing cut
agatnst Delay because they bave difficult
re-election races in 2006. The real GOP
opinien abour Delay comes fom Honse
Majodty Whip Roy Bluat (R-MO), who
stated Sunday that “Tom TheLay will sray
2% Jeader™ Delay pever could have ar-
tained power if his cthical violations were
not tolerated in his owm party, and he would
oot remain 3 Jeader of House Republi-
cans if his colleagues did not condane his
actions, Delay serves as evidence that the
GOP is corzupt to the core, and it is my
hope that rank and fle Republicans across
the oation and eepecially in his home dis-
trict will eondema his unethical ways. And
as for Delay remaining as leader, all I can
say to Rep. Blunt is, “Thanks."

Holding the UN Accountable

EvLE IIRENNEN
Tue Ricut )

In recent years, there has been 1 prowing tension between the
Urited States and the United Nanone Though the U5, was coe
of the nadoens msttnmental in founding the UM, it has now be-
come clear to many Ametcans that the intezoational body is in-
creammgly ineffective and desperately in need of reform. Itis
tirough this hope for reform that President Bush nominated
Undersecretary of Srute, Jobn Belten as the American
Ambassodor to the TN

Bolton has been a long tme ¢ritc of the UN., along with
many other Amedcans. He has sedously questioned the abiliry
of the organization to meet important world issues with acnon,
rather than mere discussion. He is quoted as baving said that “if
you cemove ten floors from the UN. headquarters, it would not
make 3 difference” - 2 enmment which bas drawn cddcism from
many in Washington, cspecially Democtatic opposition o his
nominaton. These citcs have galled him in congressional hear-
ings and demanded that he apologize for his cofical remarks, First,
I wonder if we should demand apologics from leading Demo-
rrats Jike Sen. Ted Kennedy who repearedly called President Bush
a liar or from former Vice President Al Gore, who labeled the
President a traitor dusing the 2004 campaigr. Second, 1 believe
Joha Boltoo's past comments about the UN., thaugh harsh at
times, erc complerely accorate. Can anyone hmuti_r,r argue that
the United Napons i oot in need of complete reform from the
rep down? Bellon's cdicism was not an effort to destroy the

LN, but rather challenge it to do a better job. T am confident
that this is the same reasoning that Democtate would use to x-
plain their own harsh comments.

Joehn Bolton is exacily who we nged at the ULN., a persca who
is vot afraid to ask the tough questions and held the organization
accountable for im miswkes. In addidon, I think thet if more
people within the TLM. had the same ontspokenness, the crgani-
zaton may have been able oo avoid some of irs recent scandals as
well a5 serengthean its influcnce theoughout the wodd. As much
as those an the Jeft like to claim that ULS. has last respect through-
our the world due to President Bush's foreign paolicy, they are
unwilling 10 hold the reputation United Nations to any kind of
standard,

As far a5 Bolton's nomination goes, there is z2nother obstacle
to him being approved by Congress, which stems Gom allega-
tinns that he pressured intelligenre officials when he did not agree
with their analysis. Apparently, while working i1 the Swre De-
partment, Bolion came (o believe tac Cubs might have been in
possession of weapens of mass desoucton and tred to get in-
telligepce agenes who disagreed Bred. However, these allegatons
seem o he mainly conjecture rather than backed by solid evi-
dence. If such allegadons wese proven true, then Bolton’s ap-
poinmment would be sericusly jeopardized, which would be just-
fied given the intellipence failurcs leading up to the war in Iraq.
If these allepations remain unfounded, I believe that Bolton will
be appeointed the next {15, Ambassador to the U and wall be
the nght man for the job.
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What mortal guidance are you writing off?

Posted by Marine Mom

Exactly whose maral puidance would you kiss off7 The Pope's?
Chasr's? The 11th Circuit Court's? The most fdghtening compo-
nent of your essay is the first sentence— even if modern sqence
were an unalloyed blessing (which it isn't—ask the dtizens of
Hirnshima, o the forcibly-sterilized mentally handicapped, or the
children of thalidemyde users), one would hope that a semester
or two at PC would have taught you that the greatest blessing
known to man has been freedom to worship Ged, most particu-
lasly in the Church of his Son, the world's only religious traditon
with 2 predominant doctrine of forgiveness

That aside, there are a few sthings you ought to be aware of
There is nothing compassionate about dying of thirst. Peaple
who do to doge, cat, and horses what was done to Terd Schiavo
g0 to jail. IF she was, as her hnsband's camp asserted, “not thers,”
compassion would dictate that he arcange for a lethal injection—
even blowing hee head off with 1 shotgun would have beea more
compassionate: But messy. And too real for the right-to-die crowd.

Speaking of which, what ever gave you the idea that “chose
sympathetic 1o the right to die with dignity” opred to stay away
from this Eray? They were the major plagers: neorologist Cranford
and lawyer Felos have both made theis careers on the business of
hastening death. Do same homewark on these two— and be
afraid, be very afmid.

You might alse do some homewnozk on the conflicts of inter-
est all over this case, with Judge Greer as well as other players
being members of the board of the hospice where Terd “per-
sisted & Facility for the terminally il (Terd was aot, and o one
was foolish enough o assert otherwise) whez residents routnely
die within weeks or 4 few months after anival

Nor, by the way, has anyone in the media or Cengress been
foolish enough to assert that the infamous Schizve memo engi-
nated from anyone specifically sssociated with DicLay or Friat,
because thete has never been a shred of evidence to suggest that
That amateurish brain-fart has now been waced ro the staff of
freshman Senator Martnez, who is left looking (deservedly) Like
a schamuck, and the media and Democeats have naturally lost in-
terest because they can’t pin it an any of their favorite bogeymen.

The late Pope {of happy memory) did have a simple answer
for this supposgdly complex case. It was the dght one. Not be-
cause be was the Pope, but because he was one of the wsest and
most compassionate men 1o ever draw breath,

“Pop Science” Distorts Debate
Pasted by EKeith Carr

There has been a lot of “pop” medicne theown about con-
cemming Terd, For one thing, her condifion was aot siatic over the
past 15 years. Terr had been in 1 degenesative neurological sate
and was by no means showing any signs that could even possibly
he conceived of a5 “knprovement” Her conditon, known as Per-
sistent Vegetative State (FVE), was documented by several—at
Jeast three—phygicians, one of whom was appointed by the couct.
The dizpnosis was unanimous: PVS, Not a single person, in the
annals of medicine (modem ot nef) has ever made a recovery
from PVS. PVS is not a coma, its not a deep slecp, it's not even
just brain “damage”—rather it's brin “entropy” Terxd Lrerally
did nor have 2 brain, ather than the brain stem, which controls
involuntary bodily functions (i.c. breathing, heartheat, etc). The
scienice 18 very clear on this: conscicusness is carmed out by the

cerebral cortex, an area of the briin whick Terd no Joager
possesed because it bad been replaced by spinal fluid follewing
atrophy. Terd had multiple PET scans and MRI's, concy fo
popwlar myth. The PET scans revealed ne brain acgvity, the MEIs
shewed an empty space accupied by fuid. These have even been
leaked to the public and arc available 16 the curious. {And ng, you
don't need (o be a physician to know what empty space looks like
en an MRI—it"s obvicus even to the layman).

Part of this program meant drrwing vpon aatiquated nevro-
lopical diagnosis from 15 years ago, when it was not certaia o
what extent she had suffered brain damage. Core ideologues ex-
ist in medicine a5 well as politics and there were some who would
go on the record as “unsuze” or the PV3 diagmosiz This fringe
lement was played up by the media, giving the impression that
physicians were split 50/50 on the issue, Tn actuality, thete ar=
very few physicians who would even dispure the disgnoais of
PVS, let alone offer an alternative. Afier all, how could they? Ternl
did not have a brain, that was demonstrated by hee MR, How
could she aot be in PVS? OF course, if you hsten 1o Dr. Frst's
“expert” diagnosis from a 10 minute vides he watched, you might
helieve that Terd was just Ao, a step away from peaning her
memoirs. However, De. Feist (and T struggie to apply the dtle
“D)e* 10 3 man who helieves HIV can be conmcted through
tears oc sweat) has already demanserated, many times, that be is
an inveterate liar, one willing to do or sy anything that catches
the winds of political expedieace. This sintation was not the ex-
ception, but rather the aorm for the good “Dr”

In the end, the court concluded, in the absence of a hving
will, that Terri had expeessed herwishes to many people and would
not wish to be artficially mainmined in a pemsistent vegetative
atate. Nobody made this decision for her—cather the court coo-
clnded that Terry HERSELF had made the decision and expressed
it to many peaple, including her husband, before she suffered her
cardiac arvest and subsequent brain damage. It is unfortunate, yet
understandable, that her family did not want to let her go—I
think that to many who aze not familiar with PVS, her condition
looked like limited consciousness. Sadly, itwas not, but this wasm't
appaseat %o her family who wished beyond hope to see conscions-
ness. But can we seally overdde Terr's desire not 1o be main-
tained a5 4 vegerable becavse her patents (and the U.S. Coogress)
refused 1o accept her diagnosis?

T hardly think that there is 2 *cultute of death” in this countxy,
unless you mean in those red states where Republicans are so
hell-bent on maintaining the barbarie practice of capital puaish-
ment. Those who brawcly stood up for Terri's dght to peacefully
die as she had wanted, rather than be maintained a5 a breathing
copse, belong to 2 culture of compassion, in my opmion. 1 also
believe that many simply stood up for the individual's oght to
determine, in consultation with their physician and in private, one’s
own medical care. Very few people in this country believe that
the president or the Cengress should be micto-managing 20
individual'y health eare—especially when they are openly doing
5o 1o appeal to their conservative constitvency. ically, at
the same Eme that constrvatives want to micro-manage the care
of Terr, they refususe to extend health care to the neediest in
this country. Of course, the open bypocisy of the US. Congress
teally isn't 2 secret, so I won't bother to discuss it further here.

Ia sum, thiz entire issue was a hiphly misuaderstood medical
case, politicized by conservatives wanting to pactray the Demo-
cratic party as part of a “culrure of death.” From the language of
youe post, it appears that they have had some success, at least in
mohilizing their base and promoting their divisive message.



6 Brack & WHITE

Aprl 21, 2005
SHORT TAKES
The Lefi’s Webaite of the Week BLracE 8 WHITE
How do you open people’s eyes 1o the lonacy of moml crusades? Yoo make the public langh. Jea EsT. 2005

Stewart and The Dy Show can pin 4 joke on Republican and Diemocratic apeadas and make even their
staunchest supposters question the ratonale of their ideology,

Eutlier dus week, my high school buddy formarded me a link to technicalvizgin.com—a sanneal
website that asks teens to sipn a pledge to avoid aginaf sex undl “marrisge or college—awhichever
cormes Brst.” 1r's part of theit “everything but” campaign.

Sure it's crass, but when moeal zealots are spouting the message that only technical intercourse
constitutes “‘sex,” teenagers and college students are facing dhe nxks associated with other forms of
gratification. The debate over teaching safe sex or abstinence ignores that we can do both. No one
wants a sodiety whete 15-year-olds are more sexually koowledgably than their older siblings and par-
ents, but nurturing a socicty that peopagates 16-ear-old pasents ignorant so the zesponsibilifies that
come with hormoncs should be mare worrisome to the moral leaders of any denomination,

Want to see abortons decline, STDY disappeat, and more childzen boen into loving families? En-
courge abstinence while tzaching responsibility

That szid, I'm off to gradoation and George Washington University Graduate School of Politeal
Maaapement [t's been fun PC—keep the College on their toes.

- Michael Raia — The Left Editor

Forelpn-born citizens, the constiution and the presidency

Whea you think of whe vou want in the Oval Office, I'd wapet some of the following adjecrives
come to mind: hapezt, prncipled, gutsy, compassionate, inspiting, wise, pamiotic, resonrceful, intelli-
gent, and sympathetic. ot not past and present presidents have acrually Bved up oo these
descaptons, wo'll leave for another debate.)

[ think we can all agree that the Amedean we want leading our couniey should possess these
quatities and similar ones. I'm inclined to believe we can arrive at a copsensus recopmizing the univer-
sal manifestation of these characterstics among all members of the buman tace. What & unformnate,
however, is the lack of consensus over granting these fellow members, who have since become 118,
citizens, the dght/prvilege/bucden (however you want o look at it} of running for president,

Aricke 1T of the Constitution sapulates that “MNo Pemon except 2 natutal boen Cinzen, or a Cifizen
of the Unitad States, at the ime of the Adopton of this Constination, shall be eligible 1o the Office of
President.” Ower the centudes, the interpremtion of this clause hae rendered it impossible for any US.
cidzen born cutside the country to run for president.

Proponents of a consttutonsl amendment to eliminare this clavse and replace it with & length of
citizenship requiremnent have recoguized how snachronistc Aretele ITs precequisite has become. Con-
stitional scholars say that the constraint placed upon foreipn-born ctzens was onginally intended o
prevent a wealthy European with allegiances to other countties from usneping control of a TLS. gow-
ernment and nation n its infapt stages.

Though it has its faic share of flaws, America's democeatic sysrem of governance is cortwinly cne
that bes putgrown itz dispers, The 1.5 Constitutinn and povermment have weatherad enongh storms
in nearly 230 years 1o maks the potential threat posed by foreign-born citizens to the executive hranch
8 moot point, In it dme, the United States hae witnessed the incredible conmiburions which immi-
prants and future citizens have made to its well-being and reputation. If these citizens have proven
themselves to be loyal, industrious and pattiotic, why should they be prevenred fzom bolding the
country'’s hiphest office?

This question is espedially apt wheo we consider how inunigranta have held virtmally every major
post in the arena of public service with the excepdon of the presidency. Madeleine Albrght, 2 nanve
of Prpur, and Henry Kissinger, who spent the first 15 years of his life io Sermany, were both respon-
sible for executing ULS. foreign policy a5 Secretades of State,

It’s worthwhile for s 1o reflect on who is worthy of representing this counay as president. I fail 1o

Enrror's NoOTE:
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THE BEST OVER
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WANT TO
CONGRATULATE
QUR FELLCAY
SEWIORS O
GRADUATION AND
OFFER QTR
MESSAGE OF GOODD
LUCK TC YOU ALL
IN ¥OUR FUTURE

{MHOTMAIL.COM |

sez why the place of birth of Democratic Congresswoman Nydia Velizquez (Puerto Rico) oz my older ENDEAQRS;
brother, 2 2nd Lisutenent in the 135, armed services {Canads), marter more than vittue, chamcter and
pamintsm in the eyes of the US. Constiution. They may oot have come in this word on Ametdcan REMEMEBER:
soil, but they have pledped to forever serve those who inhabit it. What could be more presidental?
- Pat Brown - The Right Editot VERITAS
I WAL, it 2 i
i PCBLacKANDWenre | Dlack @ White s an independent political journal | 75 contrBuTE TO
BLOGSPOT.COM . written, edited, and published by smdents at Provi- BLack & WitiTe
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