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State Honse Tonr: A Review by Keith 1ewison

On Saturday, November 6% the Johannine Society took a tour of the Rhode Island State House; it was
ungder the direction of a certain Mr. Ham, a generous volunieer decent. Along the tour — which Mr. Flam
supplemenied with original rhyming poetry — we ail learmned new facts abont both the State House and Rhode
Idland’s history and government.

The interior of the State House is beantifully designed; from the dome which is one of the five largest free
standing structares of its type in the world, to the Senate and Honse chambers which are each intricately decorated.
There is afso a series of interesting Busts around the sacond floot lobby which include individoals such as Martin
Euther King Jr. Also, many hisiorical paintings decoraie the building — these include partraits of General George
Washington and Rhode Island Revolutionary War hero Nathaniel Green. Both of these paintings are in the
Governor's greeting room which is lavishly decorated. However, the most impressive object in the entire building
iz a giant chandler which hangs within the huge dome. Also, we learned that it had recently been bronght down
in order to replace marny of the light bulbs se that it wounld be fully functional for Senator John Chafes’s funeral.
Finally, as we left through the Smith Street exit we couldn’t help but notice a surviving cannen from the Battle of
Gettysburg staring us down. Overall, we learned that Rhode Islands beautiful Capitol which we often pass by holds
many reasures behind its heavy wooden doors.,

In addition to the opportunity to view the building in all its glocy we had the benefit of Mr. Ham retetling
mnxch of Bhode Island history to us. This was most interesting for it was supplemented with many of his colorful
insights into Rhode Island and Rhode Islanders. For instance, I learned at least two new interesting facts about
Rhode Island, first, that Rhode Island is ¢he only state in the Union which does not have a balance of power,
instead the legislative branch runs the entire show possessing 1he power both to gvetrule the Governer and appoint
judges. The other fact is that Rhodz Island has more different types of licence plates than any other state. Finally,
special thanks to Mr. Ham for sharing his tme.

Fall Movie Night: A Review by Keith Lewison

On Wednesday, December 1% the Johannine Histarical Society had its first Movie Night. The film viewed
wias The Jrformer which is 2 famous Irish history film and was precleded by an introduction to the film's setting
and historical backpround by Irish hislory expernt Professor O'Malley.

This film bry legendary director John Ford is a melodeamatic 1935 classic. The aciion is very loasely
based on Liam O'Flaberty’s novel of the same name.  The story is fascinating in that the entire plot ttanspires in
one iwelve-hour period. In this time the slow-witied Gypo Molan, wonderfully played by Victor McLaughlin,
snitches on his comrade-in-arms, Frankie, ia order to gain the twenty pounds reward which be needs for be and his
girlfriend’s passage to America. However, he recklessly spents the money and is brought before an [RA tribunal
accnsed of weason. He is then morially shot while fleeing his [ormer comrades and drags himself to dramatically
die in front of a church altar — but not before being forgiven by Frankie’s mother.

This injeresting film gives insight into the social conditions in Ireland after the turn of the 1ast century.
Ang furthermore, it represents an age and ant of film which has been long lost to oor generation, The
melodramatic scenes and sparse script accompanied by dark foggy “Dublin® streets speak to us of a bygone era.

ice Project: A Revi mer
On Satrday, November 4%, a small, but bard-working group of Johannine Society members completed a
pioject to benefii the Providence Preservation Sociely’s Revelving Fund, which is committed to developing
abandoned property into homes for less fortunate fimilies, while mainlaining their historical value. Working in
tandent, they removed trash and debris, raked leaves and eliminated a mysierious concrele pediment. Cur



voluniesrs wers assisted by three hongrary members, Caitlin Condon, Pal Ferrucei and Qscar Mayorga, We thank
them and all those whoe belped to make this day a success.

Musenm of Work and Culture; A Review by Keith Lewison
On Saturday, February 5, the Johannine Society accompanicd Professor Manchester and many of her

students to the Museum of Work and Culture, in Woonsocket. The mpsenm yun by the Rhode Island Historical
Society opened within the last couple of years and is constantiy being added on to. Furtherzore the museumn and
Woonsocket itself are part of the Blackstone River Vailey Naifonal Heritage Corridor, which was established by the
Federal government but is run jointly by Rhode Isiand and Messachusetts. This “Federal Park” runs from
Worcestar to Providence and s datted with many historic places and museams.

The Musenm of Wock and Culture is itself concerned with the indostry of the area from the Industrial
Revolution on, and more importanily the immigrants whe made it all possible. Primarily, the museom focuses on
the French Canadinns who were recruited off their farms in Guebec doring the Civil War years. Hers they were
able to make as much in one month as they did in a whole year farming in Canada. By the tumn of the century
seventy pergent of the Woonsocket area was French Canadian.

The museum also concerns it self with the rise of the labor movement in the area — making iis peak in the
1930's with the Independent Textile Union, recreates a French Canadian farmsiead, a local church, mill
conditions, tenement housing, and local parochial schools. Owerall, it was a very nice musenm which gives great
insight into the lives and conditions of the local factory workets from the Industrial Revoluton through the
Depression Ern, til the present day. It is a must visit for anyone intercsted in the local hisiory.

Upcoming Events:

On March 13 or 14 {date still to be confirmed) Dr. Nan Sumner-Mack of the History and Black Studies
Depts will speak on the tapic of the black Muslim movement in the United States, Next year, she will be teaching
a two semester course oovering African-American history up 10 the present. She is interesting in meeting students
who mury consider taking her clags. This will centainly be an evening no one wonld want to miss.

In April, we are considering a trip to the Joba F. Kennedy Museum angd Library in Derchester, MA,
We will be tenting a bus on a Saturday moming for this purpose. Please look for more information soon.

Check oot our bulletin board for upcoming events and pictures and reviews from Iast
semester, It's located in lower Slavin near the book store. If you have any suggestions,
please iet us kmow, It's your club! Al suggestions will be taken seriously. Call any one of
our officers:

Acting President, Joe Creamer, 272-9885
Treasurer, Brendan Lefebvre, x4355
Secretary, Keith Lewison, x3614
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