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MEIIGIR, &b,
—ore—

AsouT the year 1719, & person who wag a vitizen of the county
of Frederick, and subject to paradysms of lanacy, when influenced
by such fits, usually made exeursions into tha wilderness, and in his
rambiles westwarily, f810 in on The waters of Tireenbrier viver. At
that time, 1he country on the weslern waters were but Inle knoweo
to the English inhabitants of the then colonies of America, being
cluped by the T'rench, who had commenced set{lements an the Ohio
and i3 walers, westof the Alloghany ruounteins,  The lunatic being
gurprised ta find waters ranning a different course from any he had
betore known, relurned with ile inlslligerce of his dizeovary, which
dirf, wbound witl, garme.  Thisz soon excited the enterprize of others,
Twoe men fropn New England, of the nume of Jacoh Marlin and
Stephen Sewell, took up a residence uypon Greenbrier river; but
soml dlisagreeing in sentiment & guarrel acensioned their separation,
anit Bewedl, fur the saka of peace, quil thelr cabin and made Tis dvode
in a large hollowr tree,  In this silustion they were found by the Iode
General Andrew Lewis, in the year 1751, My, Lewis was appoinied
agenl for a company of grantees, who obtained from the Governor
and Council of Vireing, an crder for one handred thousand acres of
land Iving om the waters of Greenbrier river,—and did, this year,
proceed to make survevs to complete the quantity of said granted
lands: and finding Marlin and Sewell Living in the neighborhood of
cach other, ingnired what conld imduce them 1o live separate in a
wililerness so disiant fromn the habitutions of any other buman beings,

They inforimed hita that difference of opinicr had oceasioned their
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separation, and that they bhad since enjoved more tranguillity and a
better understanding ; fov Sewell said, tkat each morning when they
arase and Marlin came out of the great house and he from his hollow
tree, they saluted ¢ach other, saying—geod morning Mr. BMarlin,
and good marning Mr. Sewell, so that a good understanding then
cagisted hetwoen thein; but it did not last long, for Bewell removed
ahout forly miles furiher west, to a creole that still bears his name.
There the Indiana found him and Jkilled him.

Previous to the year 1755, Mr. Lewis had completed for the gran-
tees, under the order oF counel, upwards of Gfty thousand acres j—
aid the war then commencing betwean England and France, nothing
further was done in the Tudiness until the vear 1961, when kis ma-
Jjesty issued his proclamation commznding all his subjects within the
bounds of the colony of Virginia, who were living, or who hal made
settlements on the western waters, {0 remove from them, os the
Inndls wers claimed by the Indians, and good policy required that a
peacenhle understanding should be preserved with them, to prevent
hostilities on their pard.  The crder of coameil was never afterwards
carried into effect, or his majesty’s consent obfained to confirm if.

At the commencement of the revolution, when {the state of Vir-
ginia begon to assume independence, and held a convention in 1976,
soane eforts were made to have the order of conneil sstahlishod under
ke nerwr order of Vkangs then bogivning 1o toke place. Bt o was ot
confirmed; and commissioners were appointad, in 1777, to grand cer-
iificates 1o each individual who had made setilements on the wesiern
waters, in the state of Virginis, previous to the vear 1768 and since,
with preference according to the time of improvements, which certifi-
cates gave the holder a vight to four hundred acres for his seitloment
claim, and the pre-gmption of one thousand more, i &0 woagh wera
found clear of prior claifms, and the halder chase to acceptit. The
bllowing year, 1779, Gresnbrier was separated from Boletourt
county,—atd the connty took its name from the river, which was
g0 named by old Colonel John Lewis, father 1o the lite General, and
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one of the grantess under the ordw of council, whe, in company with
hiz son Andrew, exploring the country in 1751, entangled himself
in a bunch of green briers on the river, and declared he wounld ever
after call the river Groeabrier river.

After peace was confirmad between Fnplind and Fronce, in the
yaar 1761, the Indianz commenced hestilities, in 1763, when all the
inhalitants in Freenbrier were totally cutl ofl, by a party of Indians
beaded by the Cornsfalle warrioe. The chief setilements were on
Muddy creek, These Indians, in number ahoul sixty, introduced
themselves into the people’s houses under the mask of friendship,—
and every civility wag offered them by the people, providing them
victuals and accommaodations for their entortainment, wheo, on a
sudden, they Lilled the men and made prisoners of the women and
children. From thence they passed over into the Levels, whers some
familizs were collected at the house of Archiball Clendenin, (whers
the Hon. Balard Smith now lives.) There were between ffly and
eme hundred peraing, men, women and chiidren.  Vhere the Indians
were entertained, as at Muddy creek, in the most hospitable manner.
Clendenin having just arrived from a lunt, with tlree fat elks, they
were plentifilly feasted.  In the mean time so ald woran, with &
sore leg, was showing her distress to an Endian, and inquiring if' he
could adminisier to her relief; he said e thought he could—and
drawing his tomabewle, instantly killed ber avd all the mwen dloost,
that were in the house. Convad Yolkom only escaped, by being
eome distance from the house, when fhe ouleries of the wommen and
children alarmed him. He fled to Jackson’s river and alarmed the
people, whe were unwilling to believe kim until the approach of the
Indians convinced them. A1l fled before them ; and they pursued
on to Carr’s creek, in Hockbridge county, whers many (amilies
were killed and talzen by tkem, At Clendenin’s a scene of much
croelty was performed; and a negro woman, who was endeavoring
to escape, killed her own child, who was pursuing her crying, lest
she might be discovered by its cries. Mrs. Clendenin did not fail
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to abuze the Indians with termes of reproach, ealling them cowards,
fre. ullbough the tomahawk was drawn aver her head, with Lhreats
of instand death, and the scalp of her hushand lashed ahowt her jaws,
The prisoners were all taken over 1o Muddy creel, and o pordy of
Trulinng retnined them there Gl the return of the others from Curc’s
creel, when the whole were taken oll togedlicr. On the day they
started from the foot of Keaney’s Knob, going over the moundain,
Mrs. Clendenin gave ker infant child to a prisoner womsn to carry,
a3 1he prisoners were in the centee of (he Line with the Tndinna in
frond and rear, and she escaped inio a thiclel and conecealsd herself
undil they all passed by,  The cries of the child soon made the To-
dians mguive fo the mother, whe was missing; and one of them
gaid he would soon bring the cow o her call,  Tuking the child by
the haels he heut its hraing ouf againgt o tree, and orowicg it dewn
in the palk, all warched over it 401 its guts wore all trawpled out
with dhe horses,  Bhe (old me she returnad that night, in the darl,
0 her own house, & distance of more than wen wmilez, and coverad har
husbiand's corpae with vaile, which lay in the yard, where he was
illed in endeuvoring (o eacape ovar the fenee, with one of his chil-
dren in his arms; snd then she wenr into o corn-fizld, whers great
fear came opon her, and she imagined she saw o mun standing by
her, within a {aw steps.

The Indians continued the war till 1754, and wilh wnuch depreda-
tion on the frontier inhabitants, making incursions as far as witlin a
faw miles of Staunton.  An ewd, however, was put to the war in (he
fall of that vear, by the march of an snoy under the cormnand of
Colonel Bouguet, & Brilish officer, who assemhled, with his regular
troops, at Fort Pitt, some companies of mililia (rom Augnsta connty
and other places,—which, I believe, cither volunteered their services
or were such as were andercd on the frontiers to profect the inhabi-
tunts during the wer.  Colocel Bouguer held a treaty with {he Tn-
dians somnewhere near Muskingum, and the Indians delivered up

many prisoners, who returned o their frisnds, and a peace was con-

a1

clyded, which confinued undil the yeur 1774, 1 do not remember of
hearing it alleced by ang one, whal oocasioned the war of 1748,
baing then very young; bt aboul 1that iime the British sovernment
hal pussed an set 1o lax the American colonies; bt on the remon-
sirance of the praple ad the oppozition of some of the British poli-
ticians, ther repealed tha low. T have since thoagkt that they wers
urged Lo il by private British apency, as it i well known that 1hey
ware influenced that way o comcence ke war In 1774, In the
spring of bl year, (Gereral Liewds represented the county of Bole-
tourd in the Assembly, end his brother, Colonel Charles Lewis, re-
presented the county of Augusia, of Willinmalurg, then tke vapitul
of our government.  Trhring the sitfing of the Assenibly, in the
mondb of April, or My, governmend. received nlalligence of the
hostile appearance of the Tndians, who had fallen upon the traders in
the nation and put thew a1l to dzath, end were wuling other arrange-
ments for war

Generul Lewis and bis Trother Charles sont on express immedi-
ately 1o the frontior sellleiments of their respeclive counties, request-
ing them 1o put themselves in a posture of defence.  They had, vach
of them, ke cormand of (he wilitia in their counties, st lhat time;
and T was ovdered by Gensral Lewis, to send out some scouts 1o
watch the warrior path beyond the settlements lalely made in Gresn-
brier, which had recommencad in 1769, We were (b in nunber,
antl i no condiion 1o eppose an attack from any considerable foree.
Bul succor was promised us ss svon as ey conld arrive from he
Asserubly ; and, in the mesn time, arrangements were made for
carrying on ua expedition aguinst the Shawanese, between the Eurl
of Dunwors, whe was the Governor of Virginin, and {he Lewised,
hefore they left Willimnshurg : the (Governor to have the command
of a narthern division of an army of volunteer militia,—or otherwise
drafts to be collected fom the conntivs of Fredericl, Shenandoak,
aed the setllements towards Tort Pitt; Genernl Lewis (o have the
vommand of a sauthern division of like troops, collected from the

2]
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countics of Augusta, Botetourd, and the adiacent counties below the
Blue ridge.  Colonel Charles Tewis was to comrmand the Augosta
troops, and Colonel William Fleming the Boteiourl troops, under
General Lewis, The Governor was 1o take his rouie by the way of
Pitsbure, and General Lewis down the [Kenawha—the whole army
to assemnble at the mouth of the Great Wenawha, on the Ohia river.
Gereral Lewis’s army assembled in Greenbrier, at Carp Union,
{mow Lowisburg) about the 4ih September, 1774, amounting in all,
to about eleven hundred men, and procesded from thence on their
march, on the 11th day of said month, The captains commanding
the Augusta volunteers, were Caplain George 3alhews, Cuplain
Aleander BI*Clenachen, Caplain John Dickenson, Captain Jobn
Lewis, Caplain Benjumin arrison, Caplain Willien Naul, Caplain
Josaph Haynes, and Caplain Samuel Wilson,  Those cormanding,
ihe Botetourt campanizs, wera Caplain Maitbew Arbucklo, Caplain
John Murray, Captein John Lewis, Capiain James Tobertson, Cap-
tain Robert M Clenachan, Captain Jumes Ward, and Captain Jobn
Stuart,

In the course of the summer, and not long afier we received
notice of 1he hostile appesrance of the Indinns, they came up the
Kenawha, and killad Walter Kelly, Kelly had Legun a settle-
ment aboul bwelve miles below the Great Falls. When they made
theattacl, Colonel Joln Fields, of Culpeper county, was at Kelly's,
about to make some surveys on military alms, or otherwise. He
had with him, several of hiz neighbors and one or two negroes. [
had sent an exprasa to them, with advice to remaove immediately, as
it was spprehended (hat the Tndians wers ahont to brealk out, and L
expected they were in great danger. Kelly was, [ believe, a fupi-
tive from the back parts of South Caroling, of a bhold and intrepid
disposition, received my miellizence with caulion, and sent off his
family and stock for Greenlrier, with his brother, & young man of
equally suspicious character. But Fiells, irosling more {o his own
cansequence and better knowledge of public facts, endeavored Lo
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persuade Kelby there was no danger, as nothing of the kind had been
hefora heard of, and our GGreenbrier intélligence not worth noticing.
O the evening of (he same day, and bheibre Eelly's brother and the
fumily had got aut of hearing of the guns, the Indians came upon
Kelly and Flields where they were taking Ieather from a tan trough,
at 2 small distance from their eohin, fired on {hem, and killed Kelly
unan the spat,  Fields ran into the cubin, where their guns were,
#ll unloaded. He piclced up ong, and recollecting i was not charged,
ran ot of 1be honse ints 4 corn-Geld within a few sleps of {ho door,
and lefl his negro #irl and Seotch boy erying at the door.  The boy
was Eilled, and the girl carried off.  Fields made his escafi, but
never saw an Indian.  Kellv's brother mformed me thet he heard
guns fre shortly afier he had darted with the fomily, and expected
his brother and Colonel Fields were killed. I prepared to go and
e what was the consequence; raised aboul ten or fifieen men, &l
procezded on our way lo Kenawha about ten miles, when 1 met Calo-
nel Fieles naked, all buat his shirt.  His limbs were grievausly Tace-
rated wilk briers and brush, his bady worn down with ftigne and
colll, having run in that condition from the Kenawha, upwards of
elghry miles, through the woods. Tle was then, [ Fuesa, Upwards
of fifty vears old, of a hardy, strong constitution. He was alter-
wards killed in the battle of the 10th of October following, A fa-
tality parsued the famdly of Kelly ; for the Indians came to Green-
brier, on Muddy creek, and killed young Kelly and took his niece

) prisoner, about thres weeks afler they had killed her father,

About this time {he disputes between the Drilish government and
the calenies began 10 run Ligh, on account of the duties upun tea
imparted infn this country ; and much suspicion was entertained that
the Indians wera urgead by the British agents to begin a war upon us,
and to kill the traders then in the nation. Howeaver that might be,
facts atierwards corroborated the suspicion,

The mouth of the Great Kenawha iz distant from Carnp Toion
ahout one bundred und sixty miles—the way mountainous and rug-
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ged. A1 the time we commenced oov march no irack or path was
rnade, and Tart fevr while men had ever seen the place. Uur prinei-
pal pilot was Captuin Matthew Arbuckle.  Qur bread slufi was
packed upee hwrses, and droves of catlle Mirrighed sur meat; of
which we had a plentiful supply, as droves of calbile and pack-horses
came in sueeession alier ne. Bub we went on expediticusly, under
every disadvantage, and arrived at Point Pleasanl about the 1st of
Oclober, where we expecied the Earl of Donrmere would mest us
with his army, who was 10 have come don the river ITom Fort
Pitt, as was previously defermied bLelween the commanders. Tn
this expectation we were greaily disappoinied ; for his lordship pur-
aued a different route, arad had taken kis aparch Tom Pitishurg, by
Land, towards ihe Shawanee towne.  (Feneral Lowis, finding lirnzelf
gisappointed in meeting the Governor and his army at Point Plea-
sant, despalched two scouts up e viver, by lapd, o Fart Pitl, lo
endlesvar ta learn the cause of the dizapponbinent ; and our acmy re-
mained ercamped, W wail Their returm.

Before we marched feom Camp Upion, we were Joioed Ty Colonel
Jobn Ficlds, with a company of men from Culpeper, and Caprain
Thoroas Buford, from Bedind county 3 also three other companies,
under the command of Captain Bvan Shelty, Caplain William Rus-
gell, und Captain Harbert, from ITalston, now Washingion county.
These trocps were Lo compose o division commanded by Calonel
William Christian, who was then convening move men in that quar-
ler of the country, with a view of parsuing us lo the masth of the
Greal Kenwwha, whare the whole army were expected lo meed, and
proceed from thence 1o {he Shawanee towns, The last mentioned
companies completed our army w0 eleven Iondred men.

During the timme our scouts were going oxpress up the river to
Fort Pitl, the Governor had despatched three men, lately fraders
amongsl the Tndisns, down the river, express to (Zeneral Liewis, to
inform him of his new plan ard {be route he was about to take, wilh

instructions lo pursue our march 1o the Skawanes towns, where ke
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saxpected lo assenble with vs. Bot what caleulations he might haye
mwade for delay or other dissppoictments which woubd be lilelv to
bappen G bwo armiss wnder @0 long and diicult o march threnrsh 4
trackless wildernoss, [ never condd guess; or bow he eould su P
they would ussernble a1 & conjuncinre so critical as the business {hen
in question required, was never known o any body.

The Governor's express arvived al our sncampment on Funday,
the Bih duy of October,—and on that dey it was my lot to commusnd
the gnard.  One of the men's peme wos M Culloash, with wham 1
had made some acquaintence in Philadelphis, in the vear 1766, at
the Indian Queen, where we both kappened to lodee.  This man,
supposing T was in Lewis's armey, nguived and was told {hat 1 was
on guard. He made 0L his business {o visit me, o renew our ac—
quaintance ; and in the course of eur conversation, he informed e
he liad recendy lefl the Shawanee towns and gones Lo the Groveroor’s
camp. This made me desirous to know his opicion of our e tind
gneeess I subduing the Tndiwas, and wlhether he wpught they would
be presuniptuos enough o offer to figh us, as we supposed we Lz
a lorce superior to any thing they could appose tous. e answored,
“Aye, they will give vou grinders, and thay before Tong ™ and pe-
peating il with an oath, swore we would xet grinders vary soom. 1
helieve that he and his companiuns left our cumy that evening, tore-
turn toihe Governor's camp,  The roxl MCTENE Two YOug met
bisl et oul very early to bunt for deer; they happened to ramble up
the {Ohic) river two or thres miles, and on = sudden &1l on the
eamp of the Indians, who leal crossed the river the even ing hefore,
and were just aboul fixing for battle.  Thay diseavered the young
el and fived npon them; one was killed, the other escaped, and mot
mta aur cawp just Lefore sunrise.  He swpped just belore ey tent,
and I discovered a number of men collecting round him as I Iay in
my bed. I jumped np and approsched him to now what was the
larm, when 1 heard himn declare thet he had seon above five acres of



.. _ .

4G

land coversd with Indins, s thick as they conld stund one beside
anoiher,

izencrs] Tewis immediately ovdered & detachment of Augusta
troups, under his brether Colonsl Clharles Lewis, and another de-
tachment of the Botetowrt iroops; under Caolomel William Flaminge,
These wore composed of 1he companies commanded by the oldest
¢apraing ; und the junior captains were ordered to stay o camp, o
aid the others a8 oceasion would requive. The detachments marched
out in bwo lines, and mel the Indians in the same arder of ranreh,
abgul four lwndreed vards from cur camp, and in sichl of the guard,
The Indians made the fivst fire and killed bolh the scouts in {front of
the two lines, Justos the sup was rising, a very heavy fire scon com-
menced, and Colseel Lewis was mortally wounded, but walked inio
camp end died a few winuies afterwards; ohserving fo Colanel
Charlea Simns, with his Tast wonds, that he had sent one of the
enamny to cternity befors kim,  Dhuring his Life it was Lis Tol to lave
{revuent slirmishes with the Indins, in which he was always suc-
cesslul; Imd gained much applause for his intrepidity, and was
greatly beloved by his droups,  Calenel Fleming was also wounded ;
ardl our men had given way some distance befure they wers rein-
forced by the olher companics issuing in suceession from the camp,
Tl Indlians in durn lLad to vetreat, until they formed a ling behind
logs and tress, across from the bank of the Ohio to ihe bank of the
Kenawha, and kept ap their dre il sumdown,

The Indians were exceedingly active in concealing their dend that
were killed, T saw a voung man draw out three, who were covered
with leaves beside a large log, in the midst of the hattle,

Colonel Christian came willi Troops to our camp that night, about
eleven o'clock, Generl Lewis having despatched a messenger up the
Kenawha Lo give him nolice that we were engaged, and lo hasten
his march {0 our assistance, Fle brought ahout three hundrad men
with him, and marched cut early next morning over the batile

eround, and found twenty-one of the enemy slain on the ground.—
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Twalve more were sfferwards fund, &l concealed in one place; and
(he Todiaes confessed that they had thrown a number info Lhe river
in time of the batile; sothat it is possible that the slain on both
sides, were ahoui equal.  We hind seventy—five killed, and one hon-
dred and forty wounded.  The Indians were headed by their chief,
the Corn-stalk warrior ; whe, in his plan of attsek and retreat, dis-
covered greal military skill.  Amengst the slain on our sitie, Wore
Coloned Charles Lewis, Colone]l John Pields, Coplain Buford, Cap-
tain. Murray, Captain Ward, Captain Wilson, Captain Rolbert
BI*Clenachan, Lisutenant Allen, Lisntenunt Goldshy, Lisulenant
Dillon, and other subultern officers.  Colonel Fislds hud raiged hig
company, [ Eelieve, under no particalar inslructions ; and seemed,
from the time be joined our army at Camp Undon, to assume an iIL-
dependence, nol subject 10 the cantrol of alhers. ITi claim to such
privileges might have avisen from some foriner mililsary service in
which he had been engaged, entitling im {0 2 rank that ouchi to
relieve bim from being suliject to control by voluntesr communders;
aml when we marched from Camp Union ke 100k o separate ronte,
Un the thind day afier our departure, two of Lis mwm, of 1he name
of Coward and Clay, wha loft the company w look after deer e
provisions, us they iparched fell in with two Indians, on the waiers
of the Litlle Mesdows.  As Clay passed round the ool of & larg
log, under whick one of the Indians was concealed, he killed ‘.'"lw.——
ant ronoing up o sealp him, Coward killed him, being a1 some
distance bekind Clay, ‘hey both [l togetker, on the same spok
The other Tniian lled, and passed cur scouts unarmed. A hundle
of rapes was [und w here they Lilled Clay, which proved Hat their
ilentian was ta steal liorses. Colomel Iields joined us again that
evening, and separsted no more Gl we arrfved at Poind Pleasant, at
the mouth of the Great Kenuwha,

Afi
thIter tho FEI.'LLE we Ll different accolnts of the number of Tn-

1.“,[ =

18 who allacked us. Some nssertod that fhe 2y wers upwards of
S T H =

housand ;. some said no mare than four o five hundred. The
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correct number was never known to us; however, il was cerlain
they were combined of different nations—Shawanese, Wyandsits,
anil Delawares —O0 the former there i= no doubt the whele strecgth
al {he nntion was enguged in the battle.  And on (he eveaing of the
day before the battle, when they were about to cross over the river,
the Corn-stalk proposed o the Indians that if they were agreed, he
would come and tall withvs, and endenvor to make peace; but they
would not lister, o him,  On the next day, as we were informed, he
Leilled one of the Indizns for relreating in the hattle, in a cowardly
manner, I conld kear him the whele day speakivg very lond to
his men; and one of my company, whe bad once been a privoner;
told me whal he was saying; cocouraping the Indians—telling
them—" ke strong, he srong |

None will suppose that we had a contemptible enemy to do wilh,
whao has any lwowledge of the exploits performed by them. [l was
chiefly the 8hawanese thal cul off ke British army vnder General
Draddeck, in the vear 1753, only ninetesn years before our Table,
where il (Zeneral Limsell, and 8ir Peler Ilackel, second i con-
munt!, were both slain, ang & mere remnant of {he whele army only
escaped. [t was they, too, who defeated Major Grant and bis Scotch
Highlanders, at Fort Fiil, in 1738, where the whele of the troops
were killed and faken prisoners,  Aller our bulile, they defesded ull
the flower of the first bold and intrepid seiilers of Kenlucly, at the
battle of {he Blue Licks, There foll Colonel John Todd and  Colo-
ool Stephen Trigg, The whole of their men were almest cut o
pieces.  Afterwards they deleated the United Btates army, over the
Ohin, commended oy Cencral Ilarmar, And lastly, they defsated
General Arthur St Clair's great army, witle prodigions slaughter.

1 helieve it was never known that so meny Indians were ever Lilled

in any engagement with the white people, as fall by the army of

{7eneral Lewis, at Point Pleasant. They sre now dwindled o n-
significance, and no lmger notived ; and futurity will not easily per-

ceive the prowess they possessed.
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Of all the Indiang, the Shawanese were the most bloedy and terri-
ble—holding all other men, as well Indians as whites, in coniempt
as warriors, I comparizon wilh themselves, This opinion made
them more wiesiless and fieree than any other savages; and they
hoasted that they bad killed ten times as inany white peaple as any
ather [ndians did.  They were a well-formed, active, and ingenious
people—were assoming and imperious in the prosence of others net
al” their own naiion, and sametmes very criel.

Gencral Lewis's army consisled chiefly of young voluntecrs, well
trained (o the use of arms, as hunting, in thase days, was much
prectised, and preferred o apricultaval pursaits by enterprising
young men. The produce of the soil was of little value oo the west
side of the Blua Ridge—the ways tad, end the distznce to market
lon wreat to make it esteemed,  Such pursuits inurad them to hard-
ships and danger.  We had more than every 5D wan in our army
Lilled or wonnded i 1be bultle—but none weve dishearioncd ; all
erossad the river with cheerfuinegss, bent on destroving the eneny ;
and Bad they not heen resirained by the Grovernor’s orders, 1 belisve
they would have exterminaied the Shawaress nulion.

This battle was, in fact, the begiening of the revolutionary war
that obtained for our countlry the lilerty and independence enjoved
by the United States, (and o good presaze of fulure suceess;) for it
i= well kmown (hat the Todians wers induenced by the Drilish to
ommence the war to terrify and confound the people, before they
commenced hostilities themselves the following year at Lexingion,
in Massachusetts. Tt was thought by British politivians, that to ox-
cite an Indian war would prevent a combination of the colonies for
vppasing Parlinmentary measures to tux the Americans. The hlood,
therafire, spilt upon this memerable baltle, will long be remembeared
by the good people of Virginia and the United States with gratilude.

The Indians passed aver the Ohiotiver in the night time, after the
bartle, and made the hest of {heir way tack to the Shawanee towns,
upon the Scivto.  And, aiter burying our dead, Genersl Lewis or-

.
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dered entrenchments to be roade arcund our camp, extelding acrass
from the Chio tn the Kevawha, to secuze the officer, with an ade-
quate number of men, to protect them in safely, and marched the
army across the Ohio fir the Shawanee towns,

In ikis commsnd he had many difficulties to encounter, that nonz
can well judge of who have never experienced similar troubles, o
preserve order and necessary discipline, over an droy of volunlesrs
who lwd no knowledae of the wse of discipline or military order,
when in an enemy's country, well skilled in their owr mancer of
warfura,  4&nd lot it be remembered that the youth of cor country,
previous to {hose lirnes, had grown up in limes of peace, and wers
quite unaequainted with mililary operations of any kind, Tgnorance
of thesa dulies, together with high notions of Incependence and
equalily of condition, rendered the service extremely diffcult and
disngreesbls to the commander —who wes, by nature, of a lofiy and
Eigh military spirit, and whe hed seen much military service under
zeneral Braddock and other commsnders,. He was eppointed First
Ceptain under Genersl Washingion, together with Captain Petor
Mogg, in the yenr 1752, when General Washington was appointed
Major by Governor Geach, 1o o to the fronticrs nud arect a garri-
son at the Little Meadows, on the waters af (he Monongalela, fo
prevent the encroachments of the Freoch, who wera extending: their
claims from Port Pitt (then Fort De Quesne) up the Monangabela
river and its waters. Thuring ke time they were employed about
that business, they sustained an atlack, made on them by a pariy of
French and Tndians, sent ont from Forl De Quesne for-that purpose,
on actourt of an inforiunale aftxir that took place scon after they
lad arrivedl at the Little BMesdows. A French gentleman of the
name of Jumenvail, with a parly, was making some surveys not
far from Major Washinglon’s encayupmert, who ondered Captain
Hogg to go and examing him ag 1o his authority for making such
encraachments on the British claims and settlements, Captain Hogg
discovared Jumenvail’s encampment, which he apareached in the
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night lime; and, contrary io liis anders, or the instructions of Major
Waskingion, e fired on Jumenvail and killed bim,  The French,
in grder 1o retaliste, sent oot a party 1o attack Washington.,  They
wers discovered when wilhin ane mile of [he encampoent, and s0on
up‘pear!’:ﬁ belore i, cormencing firing as thay approached.  Cur
people had mace same entrenchments, am which they returned the
fire. In this ergagement (reneral Leswis received (wo wounds. The
French ot lenpth cvied out for a parly; the firing ceased on hotk
gitdes; the partiss intermixed indiscrivinalaly, und articles of capito-
fation were drawn up by the French, which Major ¥ ashinglon
gigned and acknowledged,  He was then o very young mman, and
unacguainted with the French language; and, it seems, that in that
instrument he acknowledged the assassination of Jumenvail.  This
was sent to Hurope, ard poblished, Hostililios soan afier commenced
between the two rival nulioms, Enelacd and France, the chied founda-
tion of the quarrel being 1his 1ransaction in America. I have seon
Bliss's accound of 1he beginuing af the war of 1735, in his history
of Brgland, T differs somowhat from this; bot T havenarrated the
facts as | heard them from Geners] Lewis, and have noe doubl of
their being correct.

The ¥rench had brought in thelr pariy a large number of Tndians,
which gave them a greal superiority of numbers.  An secidenl fook
place during the intermizTure of the parties, which might have
proved faral to Washington and his party, had nol General Lewis,
with great presence of wind, prevented it A Trish schlier in the
crowd seeing an Indizn near him, swore, in the well known langoage
af hiz country, that he would “send the vellow son-ota-hiteh to hell, ™
{zeneral Tunwis was limping near him with his wounded leg, struck
the muzzle of his gun into the air aud saved the Indian’s life, and
the lives of all the party, had the Trishman’s intention taken effect.

When the war of 1755 hosun, General Washingion was appointed
the commander of the first regiment ever raised in Virginia, and

General Lewis, Major.  Lewis was afterwards on a comnand with
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the Britisk Major Grant, under {7oneral Forbis, o tecornoilre the
vicinity of the French fort, (new Fort Pifl) against which {(zeneral
TForbis’s army was then on their march, to endsavor {o demalish.—
When &rrant and Lewis drew near the garrison andiscorened, Major
Girantbegan ta apprekend that he could surprisz the garrison. and dis-
appoint his General of the Lonor of the conguest, A gainstthis unjusti-
fiahle attempt, General Lewis in vain remanstrated. He represented
that the garrison was remforced iy a number of Tndians, then al the
place i great furce, and the difficulty of reacking the gavrizen pri-
vately and undiscovered.  Grant, bowever, was unwilling lo share
so great an homor with any ofher, and ordered Blajor Tewvis to re-
main with their baggare, with the provineial troops which he com-
manded,—whilel he, with his Scoteh Highlanders, advanced lo the
attack ; which he began early in the morning, by beativg drnms
upon Grant’s Bill, as it is still called.  The lulians wers Iving on
the epposiie sida of the river from the garrison, when (he alarm be-
gem, in number shout one thewsind five bundred. The sound of
war, 0 swlion and 0 neur them, scon roased them to arics; and
Grrant acd his Flighlanclers vere soon surrounded, when the worlk of
death went on rapidly ] snd in & maener quile novel (o Scotch High-
landers, whe, in wll their Buropean wars, bad pever befire seen
men's heads shinned.  General Lewis scon pereeived, by the re-
treating fire, that Major Grant was overmatehed and in a bad silua-
vion.  He advanced with his two hundred provincials, end falling on
the resr of the [ndiaps, rade way for Major Granl and some of his
men b oesape; bul Lewis's parly was alao defeated, and hinself
telien prisoner,  The Indians desired to pot Bim to desth, but the
French, wilth difficity, saved him; however, the Indians stripped
hirn of all his clothes, suve his shirt, before he was talen into ihe
Jorl,  Arp elderly Tndiun seized the shirt, md insisted upan laving
it; but he resisted, with the tomabawk drawn over Lis head, until
a French officer, by signs, requested him to deliver the skirt, and
then took him inte Lis room and gave him a complete dress ta put
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on. When he was advancing (o ihe velief of Grant, he met a Scotch
Highlander under speedy tlizht ; and inquiring of him kow the bartle
was going, he said they wers ““a beulen, and he had seen Donald
M Ponald oy to his hopkers in poud, and g the sheey af hiz heed.™
Gereni hed made lis escape ffom the feld of balgle with a parly af
saven or eight soldievs, and wandesed all night in the woods,  Tn the
marning they relureed fo the garrizon and sorrendered themselvos
ta Lhe Indizns, wlo carried them info the for. Major Grant's life
was preserved by the Frenck; Dut the Indians broughl the soldiers
to the room door where Major Lewis was, whers his benefactor Te-
fised 1o let them coice ing and they Eilled a1l the men al the door.

The Freach, expecting that the main semy, under (zeneral IMorhis,
wauld soon came on, and belisving thal they would not be alile 1o
dedond the attacl, blew up the fort and refrealed 1o Quabec, with the
prizomers, whers {hey were contined Gl g earlel look plece, and they
wers exchangel,

This is the same Colonel Grant who figered in the Dritish Tar-
liament in the vear 1773, when Mz Thurlow, the Attorney Gene-
ral, afirmead that the Awnericans were rehels and Leailors,—Dbut did
not prove his position by comparison of thair conduct with the lrea-
aom Tawe; and Calomel (rant in particular, told the house that be

had often acted in 1he =ame sarvice with ihe Americans; he Enew

them well 1

s and from that lenowledee, would venture to predic

“ fhat they would never dare o face an Tnglish army, as beipg desti-
tule of every requisite to comstitute good soldiers, Ty their laziness,
uncleanliness, ar radics] defocts of constilulion, they were incopeble
of going through the sarvice of a campaign, snd would mell away
with sickness before they would face an eneiny, so that & very slight
force would be more thao sullicient for their complete reduction.”*
But during the time of their captivity, this philosophical hero was
detected in an act of the mwost base hypocrisy, in Quebee.  As the

= Zez History of England for 17746, wol. wil. p. 527,
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letters of the Enplish officers were nol sulfered {o be sealed until
they were inspected hefre they were sent off, a French officer dis-
caverail in Alajor Grant’s communication to {Feneral Farbis, that ba
Ead ascribed the whele disgrace of his defiead 1o the misconduct af
Major Lewis and his provincial {roops,  The officer immediately
carried the letter 10 Major Lewis, and showed it<o kim.  Lewis, in-

dignant at such o scandalous and unjust representation, aceused Grant

of his duplicity, in the presence of the Freneh officers. and challengod
him: b Gzrant prudently declined the combat, allar receiving the
grossest insults, by spitling in his Face, und degrading knguage.

Adter the French had blown op the fort and departed for Guebee
with the prisoners, in going up the Alleghany river it was very cold,
and {zrant lay shivering in the boal, cursing the Americans and their
counlry —threatenine that if he ever returned to England he would
let hia majesty lnow their insipnificance, and the impropricty of the
tronble and expense to the nation in endeavoring fo protect such a
vile country and people, For thiz provoking languare, (General
Lewis did chide lim severely,

General Lewis was, in person, upwards of six frel high, of an-
comman stranglh and agility, and his fema of the moesd exact synome-
try et T ever bebeld in homan beivg,  He had a stern and dnvin-
cible countenance, tod was of u reserved and distanl deportment,
which vendered his presence more awfil than engnging, Ile wasa
commissioner, with Dr. Thomas Walker, to hald a treaty, on behalf
al the colony of Vifginia, with the six nations of Tndipns, tegether
with the commissioners from Peungylvanin, New Vork, and other
easlern provinees, held at Fort Stancvix, in the provinee ol New
York, in the year 1763, It was there remarked by the Governor of
Mew Yaork, that “ the earth seemed to tremble under him as he
walleed along.” His independent spivit despised sycoplantic means of
gaining popalavity, which never rendered more than his merils ex-
torted,

Much & charecior was nol caleuluted o gain muoch applaise by
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corqmanding &n army of voluateers without discipline, experienes,
ar crninnie.  Many wok embrage Decause 1hey wer cornpaiicd 1o
g their duly 5 others ihougla the dutiss of & commen saldier wers
pencath the dignity of & volunteer.  Every one Tnnd sono cause of
irnaginary complaint

W hen congress determined o be independent, and appeinted gene-
ral officers io comrand our armies to prosszcule the war for inde-
pendence and defmiing our Hherly, they nominated Generd Wash-
ingroy Lo the chiel commmand —who, [rom lis great modesty, re-
commended (Feneral Lewis in preferecce 10 himsall; Tat one of hie
colleagaes (rond Virginia, sbserved that General Lewis’s popularity
lad suffered much from the declamation of somne of his Lroops; on
il late expedition sgainsl he Tndians, and et Bowanld e impoelice
al that conjunelure, o make the appoiniment.  He was, however,
aftervaris appointad among the first brigadier generals, and took
the compund, at Norisik, of (he Virginia troops, When Taord Thim-
mare newdn bis escape {rom Willlamsbure, on board o British ship
af wer Iying ol Narill, the vessel drow up and comumenced o five
o the {own: bt (Fenersl Lewis, from o batlery, compelled his
lovdship 1o depiel,—and, L beliave, e never alterwanls sof tool oo
Amerivan ground, This cuded the military coveer of Genesl Lewis,
Congress having appoinfed Genoral Stevens and some other major
generals, wave hing some affence. [le had been their suporior In
[ormer services.  Having aceepled his office of Lrigudier at the do-
liciarion of (General Waskington, be wrote lo the General of his
intention to resign.  General Wasldngton, in reply, pressed him to
habd Tis comrmand, and bssired him thal justice would be done bii
a8 yezpecied his rank.  Dut hie was grown old, his sedor for mditary
S aliated ; anl being seiged with a fever resigned his command
19 return home, in e yeur 1780, He died on his way, in Sedfond
vounty, about farty miles from his own house, on Romeoke, in Bote-
tonet connty, Tamented by all who were intimately oquainted with

his mervitorious services and superior qualities.
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It g z2id thal there is a book now extant, in 1his country, with tha
title af * Srmith's Travels in America,”® which was written in Eng-
land, wherein the auiher asserts “hal he was on the expedition in
the year 1774, and that he joned the Aunwusia troops in Stanulon,
e gives a particalar deseriplion of Mr. Sawpson Maithew’s tavern
and family, wha kept the most noded public house in town, wnd of
the march of oo army from Camp Uelon o Peint Pleasant.  Ha
also-gives an account of the baitle, and of Uelone]l Lewis heine Tilled
m ihe engegement. I such o person was along, 1 am persunded ke
was it cag, and a eveaturs of Lord Dunmore; fur [ was partieularly
acouainted with all the oifficers of the Avgusta troops, and the chiol’
af all lhe men, but knew no such man aa Smilk. 1 am the more
confirmead in this opinion from what General Lewis told nwe in the
year 1778, that be was well informed that on the evening of the 100k
Cetober, the day of our batile, Dunmere acd the noied Doctor Can-
nelly, of iory memary . with some other oificers, were taking a wall;,
when Thunmoere cheeeved 1o the gentlonen (hat he expecled by that
time Colonel Lew s Bad hol work,  This corresponda with my sus-
piciens of the language of 3 Cullongh, who promigei us © orinders, ™
Had not M*Cullough seen the Indiavs, coming down the river ard
on hig relurn, the evening before the bualtle, they could net have
lnown the strength of our ATy, ar sunount of our troops so cor-
rectly as they certamnly Jdid; for, during the batile, T beurd ane of
the enemy lalleo, with ahusive termws in Weglish, that they had eleven
hurdred Indizns, and two thousand coming,  The same bosst was
vociferated fom the oppusite side of the viver, in the heuring of most

of vur officers sand men wha accipied the Ol Bk, ﬂ1;rj_|-.5 the
battle.  As the number mentivned, of eloven handeed, was preciaely
our number, swl ke expectation eolertained by some, that L‘..:.lmu_;l
Clristian would come on with two thousand maore, the mtellirence
fuusl have been comminiculed to the Indians by the Governor's
scouts, for thera could have soen no other means af canyeying such

exact information to tham. Colencl Christian had bul three hundred
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:ﬂ-‘_ﬂgt‘l!lﬂl’; iurimii’.!g the c.unaljau]'egufS}lc]b}', Russell, arud ITarbert,
when he arrived al our cami. :
ITaving [mished the entrenchiments, and put every thing in order
for securing the w ounded from danger afier the battle, we cragsnd tha
Ohio viver in our uarch {o Lhe Shawanee towns. Captain Arbuckls
was our guide, wha was equally cateerned 85 a soldisr and & fine
wondsmar,  When we came to the prairie, on Killicanic creek, wa
saw the smoke of a small Indian town, which was deseried and ses
on fre unom our appraach.  Ilere we met an express from the {zo-
rnor’s camp, Who had arrived near the nation und proposed peace
same of the chief, with the Grenadier Squess, on

¥
to the Indians.
the return of the Indians after their defeat, had repaived to the Go-
vernar’s army to solicit terma of peace for the Indlang, which [ ap-
prehend they lisd no deubt ol ebfaining, The (zovernor pramised
tham the war should he no fartker proseented, and that he wenid
stop the march of Lewis's army before any more boslilitizs ghzuld
be committed upon there.  However, the Indians finding we wera
rapidly approaching, began to suspect that the Governor did not
pussess the pawer of stapping us, who they designaled by thenama
of the Bir Knilke Ben; (e Governar, therefore, with (he ¥White
Fish warrior, et off and snef e af. Killisie croel, and there Celo-
nel Lewis received his owders-to veturn wille his army, as be hal
proposed terms of peace with the Indiuns, which he ussured should
b accomulished.

Tis loveship requested Colonel Lewis do introduce Lim to his offi-
cers: end we were accordingly ranged in rank, and had the honor
of an introduction to the (Governer and commander in chief, Who
poditely thanked us lor services rendered on so rmementons an oooa-
sion, and assared us of his high estesmn and respect for our conduct,

On the Governor's consulting Colonel Lewis, il was desmed ne-
vessary thal a gerrison should ba established at Poinl FPleaznt, lo
intercept and prevent the Indians from crossing the Ohio Lo our side,
as also to prevent any whiles from crossing over to the side of ike

=
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Indiana; and by sucl means 10 preserve a futurvo peace, according
ta the conditions of the treaty then fo be marle by tlie GZovernar with
the Indians,  Caplain Arbuckle was appoicted commender of the
garrison, with nstruciions o anlis ane hundred men, v the term
af ong vear from the daie of their enlistiwent, and procesd to crect o
fort, which was executed i the follovwing surier,

The next spring. ihe revolidiveary war commenced between the
British wrrmyv, under Qeneral (zage, st Boston, and the cilicens of
the stale of Mussachusetis, at Lexingtan.  ¥irginia soon after ag-
sutced an independont fom of government, aod hegan to levy troops
for 1he commen defence, when another company was ordered to the
aid of Capiain Arbuckle, tv be commandod by Captain Willim
MKee. Rut the iroubles of the war accwmulated so fas, that it
was it was fpund tou neonveriond and expensive o Leep a garrison,
&t su greal an expenss and 50 wreat o distanee [rom uny inhaiitanis,
There was, alsa, a demund far a1l The troaps that could be rajsed,
oppose British foree, and Captain Arluckle was ordered o vacale
the station and {0 join Generl Washicgton's army.  This he was
nol willing {o do, having engaged, a5 he alleged, for & differant ser-
vice. A mumber of bis men, however, marches angd Joirgd the fusin
vy uniil the fime of their enlistmont expired,

In the year 1777, tke Indiuns, being urged Ly British agents, he-
cimne very troublescie o frontier setilonients, manifesting niuch
appearance of hostilitics, when the Corn-stall warrior, with the Bed-
hawl, paid a visit to the giirrison at Paint Pleasant, He made no
secrat of 1le disposition af the Tradinns; declaring thal, on Kis ewn
part, e was opposed fo Joining in the war on the side of {he Lritish,
but that all the nution, except bimself’ and bis own iribe, were do-
termined to engage in it; and that, of caurse, he and his tribe would
haveto run with the stream, (ns he expressed it}  On this Captain
Arbrekle thought proper to detajn him, the Red-hawk, and snother
fellow, 2s hostages, to prevent the nation from Jrining the Britjsh,

In the course of that summer aur government had ordered an army

ag

1o he raisad, of volunieers, 1o serve under the command of General
Fland ; who was to have collscted a number of troops at Fart Pit,

with them to descend 1the river to Paint Pleasant, there to meet a

reinforeament of volunteers expecied tw be ralsed In Augusta and
Botetour! countics, and Lthen procesd to the Shawanee towns and

chastize them so as to compel them to & newtrelity.  Hand did nol
sucecerd in the callection of troops al Fort Pitt; and Tyl (hree oo
four compunies were raised in Augnsta and Botetourt, which were
under ihe commeand of Colonel George Blkillern, wha ordered me to
use wmy endeayars to raize all the volunteers I eould gel ic Green-
brier, i that gervice,  The people had hepun o see the difficulties
attendant on & stals of war and long campaizns carried through wil-
dernesses, and but a few wers willing to engage in such service.
But a= the settlements which we covered, thouzh Iass expased 1o ils
depredations of the Todians, had showed their willinpness 1o wid in
the praposed plan 1o chastize the Indians, and had raised thies com-
panies, 1 was very desivous of deing all I coald to promote the busi-
nass and aid the service. T used the uumost endeavors, and praposed
to the milita officers (o voluntear ourselves, which would be an en-
couragement to others, sod 2y such means i raise all the men whe
could be mot.  Tha chisf of the oiflicers in Greenbrier sgread to the
propasal, and we cast lats whe should commeand the company.  The
lot fell on Andrew Mamilton for caplaing and Willlam Herdek lien-
tenant.  We collected in a1, about lorly, and joined Colonel Skil-
lern’z purty, on their way to Poinl Pleusant.

When we arrived, there was po accouut of General Hand or his
army, and little or no provision joede o support our troopa, other
than what we hod taken with us Gown the Kenawha, We found,
too, that the garrison was unable to spare us any supplies, having
nearly exhausted, when we got there, what had been provided for
themselves. But we concluded ta wail thero as long as we could for
the arrival of General Hand, or some account from him. During
the tima of our stay two voung inen, of the names of Hamilton ard
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Gilmare, wenl over the Kenawha one day to bunt for deer; on their
relurn to canp, some Tndians had concesled themselves on the bank
amongst the weeds, o view our encampiment ) and as Gilmore came
plony pust tharm, they fred on him and killed Lim on the bank,

Captain Arbuckle and myzelf were standing on the opposite banl
when the gun fired ; and whilst we were wondering who it could he
shovting, eonteary to orders, or what they were doing over the river,
we saw Flamilion run dewn the hank, wha called eut that (ilmore
was killel,  Gilmere was one of the company of Caplain John Tall,
of ihat part of the country now Rockliridee county, The caplain
was a relation of (Filmore's, whase Gunily and friends were chiefly
cul off by the Indians, in the year 1763, when Greenlvicr was cut
off.  TIall's men instantly Jumped into a canoe and went to the reliel
of Hamilton, who was standing in mementary expectation of heing
put lo death, They brought the corpse of Gilmore down the bacle,
cavered with Dlead and scalped, und pit him into the canoe.  As
they were passing the viver, [ abserved te Captain Avhuckle that
the people would be for killing (he hostages, as soon as the canae
would larsl.  Hesupposad that they would not offer fo comimit so
great a violonce upon the intocenl, who wers i nowise uevegsary 1o
the murder of Gilmare.  But the cance had scaveely touched the
shore until the cry was raised, Tot us kill the Indiznz in the forki—
and every man, wilk his gun in 1is haod, ceme up the Lank pala
with rage.  Captain Hall was ot their head, and leader. Caplain
Arbuckle and T met them, and endeavored 1o dissuade them from
so umjustifiable an action: but they cocked their guns, lhreataned ua
with instant death i we did not desist, rushed by us into the fort,
and put the Indians to death, -

On the preceding day, the Com-stalk’s son, Elmipsico, had come
fromn the nalion 1o see his father, and (o hnow if he was well, or
alive. When he came to the river opposile the fort, he hallooed.
His fither was, at that instan, in (he act of delinealing a map of
the country and the walers between the Shawanee towns and the
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Bississippi, at our reguast, with chall upon the floor.  He immedi-
ately recognized lhe voics of his son, got up, woent out, wmd answered
hine. The young ellaw crossed over, and they embraced each other
in the mos tender and alfecrionale manner, The interpreier’s will:,
who had been a prisoner among the Indians, and bad recently lefl
{hemn on hearing the uproar the next day; and hearivg the men
threatening [hat they would Lill the Indians, for whom sha refained
el afeciion, ran to theie cabie and informed them thal the people
were just coming (o kill them; and thal, beeause e Indians who
Eilled Gilmare, had come v 1h Elinipsico the day hefora. He utwerly
denied it; declared that he knew tothing of them, and trembled ex-
ceedingly,  Flis falber encouraged him not to be altaid, for that the
G reat Man above had <ot him there to be Jodlled and die with him,
Ag the men advanced Lo (he door, the Corn-stalk rose up and met
thew; they fired upon hig, and seven or eight bullets went through
Rim. So 21l the great Corn-sialk warrior,—whose name was be-
slowedd upon him by the consent of the nation, a5 their zreat slrength
and support.  His son was shol dead, as he sal upon a stool,  The
Red-lowk mace an allempt to wo up the chimney, but waa shot
down.  The other Indian wus shamefully mangled, and 1 grieved 1o
e him so long in the agonics of death.

The Com-stalk, from personal appearance and acany brave acts,
wis undoubtedly o hero.  Tad he been spared Lo live, T helieve he
would have been (rieadly to the American cause: for nothing could
induce him o make the visit {o the garrison 2t the crilical lime he
did, bul to communicate 1o them the temper and disposition of the
Tudisns, and their desizn of taking parl with the Dritish.  On the
day he was killed we keld 2 council, al which he was present.  His
countenance was dejected ; and e made & speech, all of which seemed
to indicale an honest and manly disposition, He acknowledged that
he expected that he and his party would have 1o run with the siream,
for that all the Indisns un the lakes and northwandly, wers joining
the British, e said that when he returned w the Blawanes towns
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afler the battle at the Point, he called o couneil of ihe nation to con-
sult wkat was fa be done, aed upbraidad them for their lly in not
suffering him {o mwake peace on the avoning before the battle,—
“ What," skl he, “will you donow? The Big Knife is coming
on us, and we shall all be killed, Now yon muost fipht, or we are
undonz®  Tulno one mace an arswer, e sail, then Tet us Lill &l
our wamen and childven, and go and fght 61 we die. But none would
answer. Al length he rose and struck his toimahawlk 1n the post in
the centee of Uhe town bouse : 2 Pl go® smid he, * and muke peace;”
;u:-:] then the warriovs all zranied oul #ough, ough, ough,” and min-
ners wers iesfantly despalched o the Governm®s army o salich a
peace and the interpasition of the Govarnor on their hehalf,

When hemade bis spesch in counci] with us, he acemed 1o be im-
pressed with av awll premenition of kis approaching fale; for ke
repentedly said,  When I was a youeg man and weot lo war, 1
thooghs (hat might be the laslt tios, and 1 would retorn no moze,
Wew Lam here armongst vou; you may kill me if vou pleaze; Tcan
die By gnce; wml it s all oue o me, now or another time® This
declaraiion voncluded every sextence of his speech.  Ile was Lilled
about one oo alter cor commeil,

A few days alter this catasteoybic Genersl Hand arvived, but had
na troops. We were discharged, and returned heome o shori time
hefore Christmas. Mot long aller we left the garrison @ small party
of Indians appeared hear {he fort, aml Lisctenant Moore was ordered,
wilh o party, o pursue 'lhein, Their desipn was 1o relaliale the
murder of Corn-sall, ™Moore had not prsaed ane-quarier of a
mile until ke el into an ambuscade and was lilled, with several of
Lig men.

The nex! vear, 1778, in the wwonth of May, & small party of In-
dians again appesred nesr the gareisan, and showed themselves and
decampad apparenly in great terror.  But fhe parrizan was aware
af their seduction, and no one was ordered (o pursue them, Finding

ihat their scheme was not likely ta succead, their whole army rose

63

up at once and showed themselves, extending acrass from the bank
of the Ohio ta the bank of the Keuawha, and commenced firing npon
the werrison, but without effecl, for several hours, At lonsh oo
of thern had the presumption 1o advence so near the furt as o request
the favor of being nermitted {0 come in, to which Ceptain MK ee
pranted his assect, and the stranger very composedly walksd in.
Captain Arbuckle was then shsent, on a visit in Greenbricr, w his
fermily.  Durving the time the sirapge gentlenan was in the ford, o
gum went off in ke fort, by aceident. The Todians withou?, vaised
w hideaus yell, soppesing the fellow was killed; bt he instaniy
Jumped upinfo one of lke bastions and shawed himself, giving the
sigm that all was well, and reconcilad his friends.  Pinding that they
cowld malie noimpression vpon the -'-,:'zll'r'i:?ﬂuJ thay concluded {n come
on to Greenbrier; and collacting all the cattle abouvr the garrison,
for provision on fleir march, sal off up the Kenawha, in great mili-
Lary pavade, 1o finish their compaign and lake yvengeacce on ng fop
the death of Corn-stalls,  Captain M Kee pereeiving (heir desipn,
by the route they were pursuing, despaiched Phillp Hammond and
John Prior aflor thean, with orders, if possible to pass ther undis-
covetid, and io give the nlubitants notice of their approach,  This
hazardous service thiey petformed with great fidelity.  The Tndians
had two days start of them, but they pursued with such speed and
diligence, thet they averlaak and pasged the ITndians a the house of
Willizm M Clung, at the Meadows, aboat twenty miles (rom Lewis-
burg, It was in the evenine of the day, and MeClungs family had
Ireviously removed farther in amongsl the inhabitants for safety, as
they were the frontier family on the way to Painl Pleasart, A1 this
place Hummond and  Prior had o fall view of the Tndians, as they
walked upon g rising ground between the house snd the barn, and
appeared 10 be viewing the great meadows lving in sight of the
house. Hammond and Prior wera in the mesdows, concealed by
the weeds, and had a full view of {heir whole party undiscovared,
and caleuleted their numbers at about two hundred warriors. Having
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passed the Indians, they came on in great speed, lo Colonel Thop-
nally’s, and gave the alarm of the apprmach of the ledisms,  Colonel
Diormally lost o time to colloct in all hiz nearest neizhbors that night,
and sont @ servant lo my house lo inform me,  Befors dey about
twenly mee, incloding Hammend and Pricr, were collectod at Don-
nalls’s, and they had the advantage of a stockade fort aveund and
ndf.u-inina; the house,  There was a number of women and children,
mi:.l.Jj_illr_g i all shout sixty persons in the house.  Ow the next day
they Lept # good loolk-oul, in momeniary expectation of {he enemy.

Colonel Sapnuel Lewis was at my hoose when Donnally’s servant
came with the intelligencs ; aud we losi no time in elarming the
people, anid 1o collect as nany men for defence, as we could gel_ al
Camp Union all the nexl dav. Fat wll wers busy ; some flying
with their families 1o the ipward settlements, and others scourlig
iheir property —sa that n the conrse af the tay, we had not collected
arar ooe hundred men. On Uhe tallowing day we sent ot twa sconis
v Donnally’s, very early in the peorning, who soon relurned with
intellimence that the fort was wiacked. The scants bl got within
oo m.I.lﬁ, and heard the guns fiving briskly. We determined Lo
give all the aid we could to ihe besiewsd, and every mnn who was
willing to go was paraded.  They amounted Lo sixty-cight in all,
inmlu_d.ing Colonel Lewis, Captain Arbuckle, and mysell Weudf-ew
pear Dommally’s house about two o’clock F. M. bul Licard no Oring.
Tor the salee of c:-:pc-‘iitimi we had left the road ior A mearsr wiy,
which led to the back side of the house, and thus escaped falling wnia
an ambuscade, placed o the rol some distance from the housa,
which mizhl hove hean faial to us, being greatly inferior to tha
enemy in numbers,  We soan dispovered Indians, be]u’nﬂ._ .iT.EEﬂ ina
rye-tield, looking eammesily at the house. Charles Galiff and I
#ired upon them, when we saw others running i the rye, near where
they stood. We all ran divectly to the fort. The people, on hearing
the guns on 1he haek side af the Louse, suppased that it was ancther

party of Indians, and =ll were at the port holes ready to fire upon us;
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bl some diseovering that we were their friends, epened the pate,
and we all got i safe,  Oue o ooy, was shot theough his clothes.

When we got indo the fort, we fund that eee were only four
men killed.  Twoof them who wers coming do the fort, foll into the
midst of the Indians, and were killed. A seevanl of Doonally’s was
killed early in the morming on the first attack ; and one man was
Eilled in o bustion in the fiet. The Tedisne had eomanecced {heir
atlack sbout daylightin the morning, when the people were all in bad,
exonpd Thilip Tlaremond and an old zegeo. The house fremed one
pait of the for, and was deuble, the Eiteben making cee end of the
Louse, and there Waonnond and the negro were, A hegshead of
wilex was placed sgainst the door. The enery bewd laid down their
guns ot a seble, abvul ity yards feom the howse, snd made their
attacks with tomahawks sod war clubs. Flamovaond aned the negro
Lielel the deor il they were splitting it with (leir lomwhawlks: they
suddenly let the door opon, and aonond kiided ths Indian an the
threshobid, whe was splilting the door. The negro had a musket
charged with ewan shict, and was jumping slow! i the foor asking
Hamrmond where e shoeld shoal? ITanenond bade him fire away
amongst thean; ©r e yard wes crowded as thick as they conld
stanil.  Tricl fred away, und 1 beliove, with goed effaet 3 for @ war
club Ly In the vard with o sawan shet in it Diele iz now upwarnds
of eigliy yeurs obl, has ong been ahandoned by hds master, gs also
s wilie, a8 aged as himself, and ey Tave mode qut fo support their
miseralle pxistence, many ears pasl, by heir own endeavors, This
is the newro to whom oor asseinldy, al ils Tast session, refusel lo
grant w small pengion 1o support the short remafnder of his wiretohed
days, which mnst soon end, althoagh his ooblo peticion was sug-
ported by cerificales of the mest respeciable men in the counly,
of his metiforious service on this oceasion, whicl saved the Tives of
maay citizens thay i ke house,

The firicg of Hammond and Dick awalened (he pecple i the

sther end af e howse, sl up stuirs, where (he chief of the men
it
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wera Tving. They soon fived out of the windows on the Todigne
so hriskly, that when we got lothe furd, seventeen of lem lay dead
ir the yard, one of whom was & Loy about fifteen ot sixtesn vears
old—his body was so torn by 1he bullets thal & man might have run
Lis arm through him, yet he lived almest all dav, snd made a most
Tamentable cry.  The Indians called to bim to go into the house.

Alter dark, o fellow drew near to ihe forl end called out in english
iliot he wanted to malke peace. We inviled Lim in te consull on the
terros, but he declined our civility,  Vhey deparled thal cishe, affor
dragging eizht of their slain oul of the yard ; bl we pever sller-
warda Lol where they buvied them,  They visited Greenbrier bot
lwice afterwards, and then in very small partiss, one of which Lill-
el a msn and his wife, of the nams of Monday, wnd wounded Capt.
Barauel MoClung,  The last person Eilled was Thomas Griflich,—
hisson wastaken, but going down the Kenawha, they wers pursued,
one of the Indians was killad, and {he hov was velieved, which end-
ed pwr wars in Greenbrier with the Indians, in the year 1720,

[Bigned,] JOHN STUART.

The above i3 & corvect copy from the original, inmy possession,
with elizht varialions of orthography und puncluation. 1 do not
Inew ab whal date it was wrillen.

_ CII: A. STUART.

Jorwary 1UA, 1838, -

e e e — e

i Although the following letter from Coanies A, Stvant,
Kz respecting the preceding narrative—was not designed for pub-
licative, the standing coremittes, have considered it expedient ta in-

sert it,—and for so daing trust (o the writer’s indulgence.]

Jawvany 16th, 1533,

Loy Sir,

L, yesterday, sent to your brother toTe forwarded, the copy of
my fither’s narrative, which T, some time ago, promised tosupply, at
your request for Gen. Brodussx,  There may be, and 1 think proba-
Lly are, some historical inacouracies in it, jn respect to ransactions,
al a distanee from the scene of his own cxperience and ohservaiion,
T say *probably are” hocause there are spme elight discrepancies
between his statements and those of Gen. Marskall’s history, touch-
Ing the same incidenta.  The latter i3 doubtless, funded vpon Gen.
Washington's relulion of the lacts, who, from Lis sitnation, may
readily be supposed to be wore accurately informed then Gen, Lisw-
is was.  Bur, hie this as it may, my father’s navsative of auch details
is, uaguastionably, as lie roceived them from Gen. Lewis; and as lit-
tle question can theve be, (hat the lalter related themn precisely ne
he apprehended them,

As ta the faets slaled as wilkin the chsorvation of the narrator
himgell, Lis station, his character, and the traditions still current
througliout the region of their occurrence, abundantly sustain them.
Buced, the wodesty wiik which the narrative proceeds, pretermitting
numerous umising auecdotes which he used to relate to his fEin-
temees and with which 1 have often known Lin 4ad Lisald associates
Lo recroats l]i&ﬂ'iﬁﬂl'r'cs, iz strong internsl evidence, al least to roe, of

tho , . i . .
be serupulous care witl, which lse lias zelated this history of his ex-
Perience,
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ILwill be obyious, from the texture of the narrative, that he was
uneducated ond pnaccusiomed to ndite hislory.
ng ihe tradi-

Lapse of time, end lapss of life are fast exl

lions

e SO st hisnslinns chanoey
SOF raving aecidents, by fond and Oeld ;

O hadr-breadih seapes,—

and all the hazards of horder life and frontier adventore.  ¥el many
of those traditions might yel be reacued from tolal extinguishment,
There are still living a number of old {they are now very old) per-

sons wha would love 1o

——ttEneals of 2oms dlateezalil smoks

That (ikeir) vouth suffored ' —

I cannot now recall many to my remembrance; but T recollect My,
Wi, Arbuekls cn Eenawha, who I believe is efill living, and Mrs.
Erskine of Moproe, who sow and heard much, apd Tlike all othars,
in the advance of wears, would deubiless, dilale witl pleasure, upon
ihe remindscences of youlh
Your friend,
CH. A, STUART
To THoMAs Jurrunson Srcant, Esg
Fichmomd, Firgine,
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