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Pine Barrens are
characterized by
sandy soil, pitch
pines, and frequent
fires which are
necessary for the
preservation of this
rare habitat.

Ants were collected
in this habitat using
a systematic
protocol for manual
collection, baiting,
and pitfall traps.

Pojac Point
Pine Barrens
Habitat

The Nature Conservancy preserves one of the last remaining pine barrens habitats in
New England near Pojac Point in North Kingstown, Rhode Island.

Our main question is
to identify the species
in this rare habitat
and compare it to the
biodiversity of ants in
our region.

Thousands of specimens
are preserved in ethanol,
awaiting sorting and
identification by
morphological
characteristics, following
dichotomous keys.

One of the specimens we collected (inset) resembles the Texas thief ant, Solenopsis
texana (antweb.org), but may in fact be a new, previously undescribed, species.
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