Providence College

Digital Commons@Providence

Primary Sources History & Classics

1879

Journal of Ensign Nathaniel Morgan, April 21 to Dec. 11, 1775

Nathaniel Morgan
Providence College, normd@providence.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/primary

b Part of the United States History Commons

Morgan, Nathaniel, "Journal of Ensign Nathaniel Morgan, April 21 to Dec. 11, 1775" (1879). Primary
Sources. 18.
https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/primary/18

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the History & Classics at DigitalCommons@Providence. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Primary Sources by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Providence. For more information, please contact dps@providence.edu.


https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/
https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/primary
https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/history
https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/primary?utm_source=digitalcommons.providence.edu%2Fprimary%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.providence.edu%2Fprimary%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.providence.edu/primary/18?utm_source=digitalcommons.providence.edu%2Fprimary%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dps@providence.edu

COLLECTIONS

oF TTE

JOURNAL ~

Connecticut Historical Soctety of

ENS/GN N THANIEL MOR GAN

: L
Vorume VI April 21 to Dec. 11y 1775

{TEMS OF THE IEGE OF pOSTON FROM THE
ROXBURY 5IDE

A%

EARTEFORD
PUNLISARD BY THE SQUIETY

1509



el

April the 21, 1775. Then I listed and W'Eflt o Bos-
con the first alarm, and retamed the [ ] of the same,
and listed the 7 day of May inta the Colony’s service
for 7 months.

June the 57 day.  Then we sot out for Newlondon
and returned the 20™ day June.  Sot out and marched
for Boston the 22 day of the same, and arrived there
2sth day of June, which was -Sunday, and pitched our
tentd the same day and received 250 guns or more,
fho it did no damage ¢xcept burnr one house and our
Pf_‘ﬂpll_: firedd 2 guns and onc of them killed 4 men in
the spot.

Main guard one.

June the 3oday.  This day rhere was a man drummed
our of camp [for] saying the general was a damned tory.

June the 31, This day there was another man whipt
20 atripes for desertion from Captain Mots company as
he was marching to his station.  The man's mune thae
was punizhed was Thomas Clark.

Julv the 4 day, 1775 Genersl Washington who s
Chief of Cunnecticur forces arrived here this day.  Gen-
eral Narlunie! S8pencer who 18 second general he belongs
to East Ilartord [Haddam |,

And upon guard to Brokline.

July the 6. This dav there was 2 man sentenced to
be. whipped 3 lashes, which is executed, for desertion
from Cuapr. Gale's compuny.

July the 6 day.  Josiah Kory was groggy this day and
put under guard, but made a confession and came out
[on] paying a fine of & shillings.

July the 8 This day there was one man drowned at
Cambridge as he went in to wash himself md could not
gwim and drowried immediarely. Tast night our people
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went to set the guard house on fire where the reruly
encamped and wus insulred [assaulted] by the regulas
Very warn for some rime before break of day but e
eccuted our design without receiving any damage at 3
This day Bennony Robins was put under guard
ralking saucy [*Safy ] to our Capt. and was released
on his confession [ of | his faul.  This day there came
messenger out of Boston to have some relieve for the
poor.

July the g. There is happened this day our Coll,

orders thar every man tum out to divine service or has i
his name returned to the Coll
July the 1o, This day there was four men listed out

[tion | tor some whale boats to Waymonth, which they
found vn shore ina grove of rimber hid from the fegu:
lars, which our people carped to shore and went to an’
island named Long Island, and there they took 1g pris-
oners and about 7 oxen and 8 cows and one horse a
4 hogs and a greaz guantity of housel [household ] stuff.
Capt. Cleft was the 2% in command that went. They got
upwards of 4o boats and returned the 127 day without
TCeeIvIng dny dainage.

Brookline guard. J

July the 13, This day our people took down the bell
from the meering houseand rook out the glass and pews
tor fear of having them-bumt ) 4

July the 13, This day thers was 2 men called for
out of a company to go and intrench against George’s
tavern, and there was another company went down to
fire on the tegulars at the same time and did so, and
the regulars returned the fire [with| but 2 cannon and
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villed ope man— he was from Sutficld—and hurt no
(im0 :

Julythe 14. There was § men went o Dochester for
the rl.-‘:;l of the whale boats and I went Wi F!'l EaeTi. |

And [ was a member of a court martial [at] Cape
Spirmf"ﬁ] [si] 1;1":1{1':1}1-1'. : :

July the 18, This day the drums beat to arms adont
iz :':_h;ckf and went to our alann post where we are to Lo
in the day of battle.

July the 20, This day we went to our alarm post
4t 2 clock in the morning,  This day our people burmnt
the light house. This day there was a4 man drivwrned ar
Brookline.

July the 21.  This day ac 3 o'clock there was i man
‘shot ﬂzrm:’gh the lefr side and died soon. [t was done
through an accident. His name was Stephen Burden
of Mendham in this provinee. -

July the 24.  This day there was 14 sail of regulars
went our somewhere, but where T can®t rell yet.

July the 250 This day the regiments waited upon
General Ward into town. There was a court murrial
held at Capr, Cleft's markee. 1 was a member;  The
men was tried for swearing and fined one shilling
apiece.

July the 26 day. Yesterday the regulars fired 2 can-
non from their breastwork, bur did no damage.

July'the 27 day, 1775 A rainy «day. 1 was upon
the main guard and there was a ragers [regular] did
run away last might from the regular comtous [i]
which inform us that there is Ooco men in Boston.

July the 30, This day there was 4 men called out a
company for some private expedition. The men that
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went was Thomas Kegwin, Bennony Robins, Beniarnin
Irish, Samucl Thompsen, Capt. Clefi went 2[d] cong-
mander and they expect to be rone 3 dlavs.

July the 31, This day the men came back fom the
private expedition all safe but one man that was shot,
Our men took and killed §2 prisoncrs® and plund|ered |
the house and then sor it on fire and bums it with seviral
muore buildings but was inaulted assanlted | warmly for
some timme and sot a man of wars tender on fire and
barges.

Willoam Gale was confined and was rricd with 4 court
miartial and was found guilty [of | defiming the adju-
rant much.  Sentenced to make w confession ar the head
of the reginient, then o be discharged from the Aoy
the 7 day of August

August the 1 day, 1775, This duy the flouting bat-
tery sot our and come up against the breastwork, and
she fired upon the breastwork and our men rccumed the
fircs upon them several times and she retumed back, did
no damage, and then our men fired from the for 3 tunes
24 pound, and the first they fired went inte the rown
and the next went to where they was intrenched and the
next went into their barrack, and they fired one and
stopped, and they have fired a greas deal upon one
another at Cumnebridge,

August the 2 day. I was upon reage [farigue], and
the 6 day I was upon the main suard and very still
rime now. .

August the 8 duy. This day we hear there is 10
men of war o transports came into Newlondon the 6
day.

Fhac is, killed snd capiuced sz omen,
| See ante, ppa B4, S
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* August the i day at night Timothy Sha and Jeorg
Poller deserted. ) _

Roxbury, August the 10 duay, 1773, at night [ was
upon the mecting house picket, the 11 day 1 was took
sick, and the 16 dav [ sot eut for home, the sun abous
an hour high ar night, and I got home the 15 day at
nig‘llt.
| 'The enzries of the sieze fom his demarture wohis return are written

in o diferent band sod with much less illireracy,
) It - ¥

Roxbury, August 15, 1775 Col. Dughs came. into
Roxbury the 12 instant. Daniel Hopkins went home
thiz day. ] \

Aungust the 18, The regulars fired several times, they

< 1 a1 Tr i

have not killed nor weunded any this day. As the
main guard was relieving the regulars shot four times
and wounded one of the riflemen.  Yesterday William
Hopkins went to the hospital

August the 28. Phinchas Stewart gor a furlough
and went home.  The regulars has been firing at Cam-
bridge vesterday and this day and killed twe men and

- ks

that 15 all. i . :

Timothy Shay and George Poller was punished for
desertion, to go three weeks an fatigue and then |
restored to their duty.

|'I"az following crtry s written on the inside of the cover lenr, in his
hz E CERETY
own hand and soyle]

August the go day, A 1775, There was Caprain

Walles zailed to Long Pint in Stoingtown with hig

ship and four tenders, and begun to fire n the morn-

= Diates so transpossd inthe junenad, one ol geveral indizations that the
entriss wers sol w1l s oo fheis date, bt jorted down from memory st con-

siioralie intervals,

L
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ing upon the town, and fired amost all day, and twas

judged that there was about six hundred guns fired ae
the town. Killed nobody, but weunded one man in

his neck and damaged the housts some, und the tenders
come up most to the whart and took three or four ves.
sel, and one of them was loaded with sugar and molasses,

and they say ir belong to Providence, and our men fired

npon them when they was sighting the vesscls and
killed some of them. And the day befare Cupt. Eathen
Clark was going 1o Blocks Tsland and 4 hundred men
with him, and Walles came across him and chased him
up to the point und he but just escaped.

[In the new hand.]

September 11, 1775, This day our people took five
prisoncrs from the regulars.  Informs that the regulars
will be called home soon.  The way that these regulars
came away was one of them sot out o Tun away and
he took a cance and intended ro land on Dnc]:;ester,
and when the epemy «izcovered the man golng awa.}'
there was four men and a4 sergeant took a boat and
went after the mamn, and the wind and tide being with
them so strong that they could not go back and so
became an easy prey to our people, and now they are
confined.

[His awn hand resumed, ]

September the 11 day I'sor out for Boston and arrived
there the 12 day. 3

September the 15 day, AD. 1775, Last night there
was 1 regular come out of Boston. .

Septemnber the 16 day. TLast night regular came
out of Boston and they fired upon us two bomb
and six cannon, and they fired one cannon from -our
lower fort.

07

AD. 1775 The regulars firecl 2
o, did no damage, and we gave
and wound|ed | five

Seprember the 17,

hombs and six canno
fhem & or 10 and killed one regular

TOoTE-
e 18, This day they fired §2 cannon

Seprember
and bombs upon our men to work upon the Neck where

they was building hreaztworks.

September the 19 day. [ was upon works and they
fred 12 cannon Upon us and they come close to us

Seprember the 25 dzy. And it rained very hard in
+he forenoon and they was very still this day.

September the 21 day, AD. 1775 This day they
fired 16 or 18 cannen and bombs, and one of the bombs
21l into the fort but did no damage.

September the 22 day, AD.
fred from all parts but fired nothing but powder.

Seprember the 23 day, AD. The regulars fired
one hundred and cight cannon in the forenoon upon
Roxbury and upon the fort and did no damage and our
people gave them 8 cannon.

September the 25 day, A.D. 1775 1 was upon the
still rimes. and I took

Thiz day they

main guard, and it was very
| hoarse 7.

Seprember the 2¢ day. At night there wits £wo Tegu-
lars come out to Roxbury.

Seprember the 3o day. 1 was upon main guard
and the regulars fired 39 cannon upen us but did
no damage.

October the 2 day, AD. 1775. The regulars fired
upon our men when they was oing down upon picket
(1 guns, but did no damage.

October the 4. Our tegiment Wiz frec from duty be-
cause we mustered by muster master eeneral.
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October the 6. Elish Cageston had dis_rrhargg, ..
the regulars fired ninety odd of cannon upon anrh
and shot one man arm off and three cows, and they Ws
fred all in an hour.  And the same day I was upﬁn Ea
fment court martial. One of the prisoners was Pete
Bourn was hned for shooting his gun off wild twe shij_..
lings and six pence, and the other was one Polle dram
mjor and he was brought before the court and he was
tound guilty of burning powder and making a stir in
the camps and was fined five shillings, '

October the 7 day. At night there was a regular
come out of Bosron, '

October the 8 day. At night there was a regular
come out of Boston, and he says there was another
rezular sot out to swim out ffom Boston Cormmon an&}
the other one swim so near the floating battery they see
him and they catch him.

The g day I see one of the rif[le |men whipped 3’5}:
stripes wnd was drummed out of the camps §§ drum-
mers and G0 fifers.

October the 1o day, AD. 1775, T was upon main
guard and it was very still times, and it was suppased
that General Gage sot out for home.

October the 11 day. At night g o'tlock it begun to
rain and thunder, and a remarkable storm of thunder
Wil Tain it was.

October the 16 duy, ATX 1775. 1 was upon the
main guard and it was very still times.

Ocrober the 17 duy, AD. 1775  Ar night they
come from Cambridge with their Aoaring batrery, and
they fired upon the common, and they splic their
cannon and it killed two men and wound[ed | 6 more
ouar men.

* Cupt. Ely’s company,
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October the 21 duy, AD. 1775 [ went upon mam
oo and it was a rainy day and it wus very still urnr_-s;_
rru g o . A
The night before there was a regular come out O
- might
g ; 1 fatigue
October the 26 day, A.D. 1775 I w :fali}p[tjx ) ug1:1] i
October the 3o day, AD. 1773, At night T was up
i =7¢, At npight T was
November the 4 day. Al 1775 At Dig , wan:
upot nicker, and there wasa rtgul:ﬂ‘ or two, ﬂtir.aun:ry
spied “hem and they hailed them and they did not

answer, and they fired upon them and we fired 12 o1 14

g at them. ,
g!l;{;-tmhbcr the 5 day. The regulars did fire from all
their s.h_ip:"-., for it was powder plot day. . 1

November the 6 day, A.D. 1775. Twas upon a regi-
mental court mrtial upon one Plars belong|ing]| to
was Dbrought before us and foumnd
cursing, and was fined one shil-

euilty of choking and ;
; ¢ was to confess to the man thar

ling and for chokmng h
he choked, :

November ¢ day. The regulars went on Figment
Pint to get some cattle, but they got defeated and went
back, and they wounded three or four our men and ook
one of the riflemen. )

November the 11 day. At night I was uplon]
pil:kﬁf:. .

November the 15 day, 1775 AL might there was
three reg| ulars] come out from Boston.

November the 10 day, 1775 At night 1 was upon
picket.

November the 23 day, AD. 1775 1 was upon duty
tearing down burns.

e
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December the 2 day. L was upon main guard.

December the 10 day. [ was upon main guard.

December the 11 day. T sot out for home aba
o'clock, and T got to Mands and the next mght we
to Lev. Edmon.

Leliwod & Bralogrd Company, Priatess

e Cass,

-
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