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| Cover leaf missing, with the beginning of the diary. |
...... and apparcnt Friendship, earnestly invited you
on Board the Fleet, and mbimated thar Lord Howe had
[nstruétions enabling him to reconcile all Marrers, if
there were in v any Disposition o reconcibation,  The
American Odicers bad no Instruétions to go on Board
and theretorr declined ir. Lord Howe sard General
Washington’s Message contained Matters of so Serious
4 Narure that he wanted Thne o give an Answer, and
desired they would not expedt it fill Tomaorrow.

The same Thy a Flag was sent to Amboy with Ler-
ters to rhe Governors of the Confinent, excepting those
of New Lngland, with Lord Howes Proclamation of
Pardon ro all such ws wauld lay down their Arms, and
sweur Allegiance to his Brirish Majesty; and intimaring
the ample Powers with which his Lordship was vested
to receive any Governments, Bodies of men, or Individ-
nals into the Kings Protedtion on their Laving down
their Arms and asking Pardon. These Lerters were
sent to General Washingron, and by him forwarded to
the Congress. By these Letsers it appears, That, we ave
not to expedt any Thing from them but Devastation
and slapghrer unless we absolutely submit to their Will,

July 167 1776, Towards Night the Flag expedted
from Lord Howe came up brought two Letters one to
Licur. Colonel Camel,” in answer to hiz at Boston, and
another Directed to George Washington Esqm &o, &
. As it did noe oive the General his Title he would
ot receive It

F e Ayclibail Ca wplell, tiken ;!:.::‘g;nl;n.-_-: i Hoston Hoarbior jist after
Uire Tesr iz, Mareh 15 Jirevious.

23 [e37)
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Iriday July 15" A TFlag came trom Lord Howe
desiring a I::rﬂ'sunﬁ'_’ inferview with gome principal Ofi-
cers of the Army.  General Washington appointed the
Next Dlav for an Interview with their Adjutanr General.

On Saturday July 20" Adjutant came up agan and
was Mer by Genral Washington and scveral of the
other Generals of thie unitcd States. His Tarry +was
about 15 Minutes. Nothing very marerial passed be-
treen them,

Saturday July 28™ General Washing| ton] had un
Express bringing a Letrer from General Lee, acquaint-
g him with the Defeat of the Brtsh Plor and Avmy
before Charlestown,  Several Capital Ships were much
Damaged, a frigate 28 Guns abandoned, burnt and
blown up, 1*;:-' of the Enemy killed and wounded.
Among these were several Olficers of Consequence.

Lords Day July 21¥. There was some fiving between
the British and Continental Troops at Bergens Point,
but nothing very marenal happened, '

Tuesday July 29 an Accounr amrived from Phila-
delphia, thar Lord Dunmore was driven trom Gwyns
Islanid : Three Tenders tell into the Hunds of the Ameri-
cuns, Three vessels, rwo small ones and one large one
Supposed to be the Dunmaore was burnt by the Enemy.
Scveral of the Enemys soldiers and officers were killed
or wounded. 150 Graves and 12 Dead Negroes were
found there, one Piece of Canon, one Tent &c.

Some of the Regulars whe went up the River, some
Thne Binve, attempred o pafe the Poattery at the Hizh
Lands, bur received Damage and retumed. They landed
some of their men ar Peeks Kill. burnt the House of M°
John Lilly and 2 ficld of corn: A Wuomber of the Milita
attacked and killed Seven of them without any Loess,
on their Side.

A e g ¢ e
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July 24™. This Day the Declaration of Lord Vis-
count Howe of the Kingdom of lreland ¥ was pul-
hehed 7 une or the New Yaork Gurerds. Five Thed
Sabbarh Day and Mondayv out of the General Hospital.

July 25" Yesterduy a Man Died out of Colonel
Gay's Regment in Brigadir Waldswowrths Brigade,
three more T understand out of the General Hospital,

Saturday July 3?""’, Ti:‘nnt!l}' Cadwell of {:;{I:’ ﬁﬂt'Ig—
wicks Cempany departed this lite. He belonged 1o
Harttord West Division, and was about 21 Years of
Age,

The same Day one Dhed our of Colonel Seldens
Regiment.

Monday July 2g™.  Abraham Ives of Wallingford
Aged about 22 years died. Ife was in Cap' Brockets
Company in Colonel Douglasses Regiment.

Saturday 7. Sabbath Day § or Six and Moenday 10
Sail came up through the Narrows and joincd the Fleet
ar Btaten Island. The Lartter Part of Last Week and
the Beginning of this Three Row-(Gallies from Connedt-
wut, and Twa from Providenoe areived ar WNew York.,

A Considerable Number of Troops arrived alse from
Mussachusers Bavy,

This Day Two large Fire ships were ordered round
inta the North River. Three Galhes also put round
mie the Bame River: and Capram Stanwon ook wut
twe Nine Pounders, and reok in rwo cighteen 1 and
began to get in Readiness to move into the said River
after them.

FJuly 307 the Two How Gallics mem Connedticut
which had been Stationed about the Citv of New York
having taken in Heavy Guns and being Supplied with

t S A une™ in et an ohyvigus sbip,
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all Necessaries for Action lhalled round inte the Narth
Riverand sailed up the River in the Night

Auguzt 1*. The Two Galleys trom Providence got
round into the North River, and Sailed up the River
The New York and 2 of the Connecticut Gallies went
up as far as Kings Bridge some Days belore,

August 1*. Between 20 and 30 Sail of Ships came
up the Narrows, and joined Lord Hows Fleet.

The Bame Day the Chevaux De Trize, and Four
Large Ships were got down some in to the North River,
and some of against Gowerners Island South of the
Town. This Day Scrgeant Phinehas Hough of 'Wal-
lingford in Col. Douglasses Regiment Departed this Life,
in the 915 Year of lis Life, leaving a bereaved Widow
anil three Children.

The Evening of the same Day Joined in Wedlock

Anderson and Mury Amn Cooper.

August 2™, A Regiment of Soldiers came in from
the Massachusets.

3™ D The Chevaux De Frize was got round inte
the North River. :

August 2%, The Six Row 'Gallies Engaged the Kings
Ships up Hudsons River for abour one Hour and o
Half. Reeeiving Some Damage they drew off in order
to tefit and engage them again.  They Lost one or two
mien and had severu! Badly wounded.

D" 4™ 15 Sail of the Enemics Ships came up and
Joined Lorl Howes Fleer on Staren Island.

D Eliab Hall of Wallinford belonging to Cap’
Bunnels Company deparred this Lite Aged abour 21
Years, '

The 4™ and ffth the Chevaux De frive's were gor up
the North River about us far as Fort Washingron, &

A i
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about the @ & Sevemth were sunk in the Chanel off
against that Forr.  From the third to the 10 Ships and
Chevaux De mrizes were Halling round. and making up
the North River to Baid Place and men were constantly
employed In Sinking them.

Augnzt 6 A Man died out of Colonel Sages Reg-
iment, belonging to Killingley.

Toward the Evening of the 8% Three Frigates fell
dawn through the Narrows, and in the Night it i= said
about 30 8ail of Transports went out with them. This
occasioned an Alarm in the Army sbout Midnighe, It
15 Supposed that these Bhips and Transports are going
round into the Sound in erder to Stop our Communica-
tion that Way, and to land an Army on the East of us
above King's Bridge to act in concert with the Kleer
|and | Army which are to goup North River, and so cut
off the Retreat of the whole Army if they can,

August g™ oo, or a loso men arrived from Mary
Land, in the Evening One Company arrived from the
New Jersey, Part of General Herd's Brigade.

The Same Day a Soldicr Died in Colonel Sages
Regiment. and another in Colonel Douglagses Regiment.
CUne a more Hegiment has arrived from the Massachu-
sets,  Three in the whole have amived from thence.

Aungust 1™, Parr of A Regiment arrived from New
Jemics

sunday August 11" A Fleet of Sixty Sail appeared
at the Hook and off at Sca.

Monday 12" hetween Sixty and Sevedty Sail of
Ships of War and transports arrived at Staten Island, and
Mzany Canon were fired from the Shi ps.

_ They bave now a lurpe Fleer and Army.  Our Fire
Ships are all ready and we are waiting for a Suitable
Wind to run down with them.
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Muormday 2%, Isaae Yord of Csptain Bsham's Come-
pany 1in Colonel Chesters Regiment Died of o Byleous
Fewer, - -

Two died the Same Day in Colonel Selden’s Regi-
ment, and one in Colonel Silliman’s,

Thursday Auvgust 157 One Dickinson Died our of
Colonel Douglusses Regimenr. He was of Cap® Hig-
gins Company. and belonged to Fladam.

The Enemy this Day were discovered to be very Busy
i getting men an board theiy Ships. 4o T'i':mﬁp(hrti':'.
were moored and Jay off receiving men on board down
wwards the Marrows.  Pears were seen so Thick on the
Warers and there was so much passing & repassing tha
it seemed almost as thongh there had been a Bridge of
Boars a forming wcross the Warers,  Deserrers which
come from the Lnemy represent thut they despise the
Americaln] Army, and expect to muke yn casy Con-
quest of them at once,  They the report that they Carr
nerther for our Wumbers, nor our Preparations,  They
Bost themselves on Conquering us as though they had
put o the Hames:,

0 God plead our Cause against them; humble their
Pride and Save thy People with rhe Right Hand of iy
Power.

The Evening Lefore the 15% the General expedted,
that the Enemy would atrack ns the Nex|t| Morning
and gave orders for the Form of Baule.  But a heavy
rain and conmary wind probably prevented (heir arrack-
ing us. )

Friday Moming 16" The Wind is against the
Lneny.

Two Small Fire Bhips which had been sent up the
North River in order to bum the Ships and Tenders an
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the Wiver made an attempr wpon the Enemy, sraphed
one of the fire veszels to the Phenix, and the other to
one of the Tenders.  The Tender ook fire and burme
up, the Phemix Cot herselt Loose and got away not
much Damaged.  The fire vessel was too Small and the
Season was very Soll or She would have Shared the
Same Fare with the Tender.

Many Troops are arriving in Town, Two or three
Barealions frem the Seuthward came in yesterday and 1o
Dy, aned part of Several Regiments from Connecticur, of
the Militia of ¥* Srate.

Sﬂ-i'i"l'l'fl'r'l'f 1:}“'_ The Wingd holds Sl ag&i-ﬂ‘é‘n'_ thie
Enemy and Troops wrive tast from Connelticut.

Sunday 1% Rainy and Wind ar North East Fresh
against the Enemy.  The Ships up the River came down
with a Smart Wind and Tide were Fred upon from all our
Batreries very brskly but got by, apparently wirhout any
grear Dumage they Fired very Smartly upon the Batter-
1es and Town but hurt ne man, nor did any Damage
except firing through a few Houses, w® did very little
Mlischiet.

Monday 1g*  The Rain abuates, bur the Wind re-
Mains yer untavourable tor the Enemy, and The Ammy
have another Day for Business.  They are employed in
raising Preastworks, and in Sinking Ships i the Narrow
Channel between the City and Governor's Island.  More
of the Militia come in o Iy, A Regiment From old
Windsor and the adjucent ‘Towns came in towards Night,
and ulso Col' Wadsworths Regiment.,

This Day Sergeane Qliver Treat, and Qliver Stevens
bath of Colonel Chesters Regiment died ar the Regi-
mental Haspiral,

Tuesday August 20" A Calm pleasant Day, the
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Wind right to bring on the Enemy, though hardly
brisk enough., We expeét them this Moming.  The
Day passeth without uny Disturbance from the Eremy,
Some Companies of Militia come in this Duay i
Connedticur, a Number of Ships were Sunk this Day
breoween the City and Governor's Island. .

2%, g Pleasanmt Day and wind fair for the Enemy,
Bur they do not atrack us. a great Number of t!u;.ir
Ships wnd Transports fall dewn through the Narrows
and make dizpositions as though they would Tand on
the Lslund whiceh 13 doubtless their Design.,

This Night abourt % 0'Clock comies on a most 1errihle
Storm of I'hunder and Lighboning,  Several Houses in
he Ciry were Srruck with Lighming,  The old City
Hall in Particular and a lurge Llouse in w® were a2 Num-
ber of the Connedtiont Nilittn  One man was killed
cutright and three more much hars Several Boxes of
Catridges rook fire by the Lightning in the Sane House
and blew up. Three Officers, One Captain, one Lisu-
tenant and an Enzign of Colonel MaeDougalls Batalion
were killed together i one Tent. Lisur Homes of
Ashiord in Colerel Chesters Hospira), aged 59 years
deparred thiz Lite, and John Goodvear of Colonel
Douglas’s Reginent died the Sane Day.

August 220 There is this morming 2 great Motion of
the Enemy. Many T'ransports and Some Heavy Ships
full down through the Narrows and before noon begin
to Land on Long Island.  The out Posts of the Conri
nental Armyv Ser Fire ro the Corn buildings e betore
the Enemy which make a great Smeke and Show.,  "The
Account this Day is that four or ave Thousands are
landed on the Island.  Tr is probable to me that more
-han double that Numbwer have o will snon Land theve,

T3
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as it appears (o me that half’ the Transports or more arn
rone ol through rthe Narrews., Huntingrons, Tylers,
& Silimans Regiments were ordered on e Long Island
with @ Regiment of Riftemen, and were Transperted
acrozz with much Expedition.

Colonel Sazes al:o pussed over to Governors Tsland.
Colonel Chesters was ordered to be o readiness 1o puss
over o the Island, and Colonel Wyllyss and ene Bat-
tulion of the New Yorkers,

Agpust 23, There were Colonel Wyllys's ariel Colo-
nel Chesters Regiments ordercd o march tor the Island
and between Twoelve and one QClock they Pussed over
tor said Ieland.  Colonel Lushers Barmalion the t Batalion
of the Wew York Milida soon cressed after them: and
the third Bamalion of Nuw Yorkers also passed over to
resizt the Encmy. ’

This Day Ibenerer Cnok died out of Col. Doug-
lasses Hjospital | Severunl Rencounrers happened be-
tween the Enemy and the Troops of the unired Stare|s|
thiz Day. In the Forenoon 500, or 420, advantugeously
posted were driven from rasiv Post by the continental
Troops 20 vr 32 Cattle twken from them and Sume
Grain and buildings burnt which ¥ bad raken posession
of. In the Afiernoon a more general Finng happened
with the Enemy in w® thevy were worsted and retreated
aboul half a Mile. A number of Officers hangers were
tuken and one Dead Body, A Number of Houses were
deserted by the Encmy, and fred by our Treeps. with
Mtucks of Grain &e

.'.?}:Z.’l'.l'l-'.-:l_'-.' Angust 24™ Qur Troops and the Enemy
Canonade and Fire at cach erther; but nothing very
material happens. Their Camyp apears Large, CnmEist-
ing of muny Thousands, it Seems of a great Pare of the

% .
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Enemies Army. Two or three Regiments more from the
Continental Army were ardered onte the Island, and
passed over m the Afternoon. Bome fow were wounded
both yesterday and o Day by the Enemy. One died
of his Wounds this Day. Celonel Marttin of one of
the Jersey Bartalions very badly wounded.

Subbath Day August 25" Several Battalions puss
aver to Long Island: and advanced Parties keep Skir-
mishing with ecach other, and Some few are killed and
wounded on either Side.  The Enemy appear ra be en-
trenching in the Plaim Country and our Troops fortify
on the Hills around y*. We had at New York a
quiet Sabbath I preached three Sermons, The Evening
and Night were very rainy. We have had of late
much wet Weather, This Day Sergeant Curtice Died
out of Colonel Chesters Regiment.

Monday Angust 20, The Regulars began in the
afternoon to advance - Large Colums up towards flat
Bush, and some were zeen to file off towards the Grand
Boad to New-Town & Some Skirmishing happened
but nothing very marerial passed.

27, T'IlE!E'dE}'. Morning as carly as three 0’Clock Qur
Out Posts were some of them atracked. and it Soon ap-
peared that the Enemy by a Strategem, had p:l'::s.ed_:l
rozd on our Lett und brought on rheir | 7] Lizht Horse
and Lighr Intanrry, so as to surround our Men, and Lord
Sterling with a consilerable party of Men, who went
gut to his Assistance, were flanked and in a2 manner
Surround them so that many of them were killed and
taken, Lord Sterling is missing, and General Sullivan,
Colonel Was Killed, Colonel Clark is mising snd
many other officers.  Colonel Huntingrons Regiment a
grear Part of them are missimg,  All our out Posts were
Lost, und the Enenvy advanced near the Lines,
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Aug. 28, Wednesday Morning about 3 o'Clock
General Parsons ger into our Lines having made his
Escape from the Enemy with Seven men only.  He had
to fight through the Encmy as he says Six or Beven
Times

Thursday August 29™ it was determined by a Coun-
il of War to artempt a Retreat from Long Island it
possible.  Orders were our in the afternoon for the Reg-
imnents”™ that had been on the Lines for Several Days to
Parade ar Seven OClock at the Head of ther Reg-
menes,® when they Should he relieved by a Number
of Troops w* it was represented were to arnve under
General Mercer.

All the aftcrnoon Things were cobarking on Beard
vut of rthe Sight of the Enemy and as soon as cver the
Dusk ef the Evening favourcd the regiments began to
embark m vessels Boats &c.for N. York, and passed
with great Expedition and they kepr embarking and
passing all Night as fast as possible and passing with
Stores Ammunition &ce, &c. The Same was done from
red Ilook:

Were not discoversd by nor had any Disturbance
from the Encmy undl Moming at Eighr O'Clock all
was still and Chuter.

Aupgust 30 Friday. About nine oClock rthe Kings
Troops advanced 1o the River and got possession of all
Lines & Forts on the Island. Some of rthe Shiping
moved up towards the town, one Large one was towed
on near to Governors Lsland, and demanded a Surrender
and us it was represented forbid the Commanding officer
to send off anv man to the Ciry. However boats were
towards evemng sent down to the Islind and the Troops

=i,
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hegan to come off.  Upon this the Kings Troops began
to Canonade them from the Fort we built on long Island,
and from the Shore further down and from red Hook
but to very little Efect. The Troops were almost

whnl]}' bmught of by dusk n the Lvening and many of

the Pents and in the Night many other Things were
brought off The Heavy Picces of Canon both on
Long Lsland and on'Gaovernors Tsland T suppose fell into
the Hands of the British Troops. Several large Ships
i the Evening eame up near the Town bur did net
Fire up on it, nor did our Batteries on them. the Night
cwas guict and undisturbed.

Sarurday August 31% Was for the most Part quiet.
Our Boats were manned with volunreers who employed
themselves in getting off Tents Drovisions, Chiests Simall
Canon & which had been leit the Dav before when our
Peaple precipitately abandoned it.  Colenel Sage Com-
manded on the Island who did himself no great Honour.
Bur voluntesrs this Day kept on the Island perpetually
and this brought on & Smart Fire between them and rthe
Ships ar Times especially towards Night. A Number
of Ships got up near the Town off apunst the Island
this Day.

Yesterday the 30 & voung mun dicd oot of Colonel
Douglass’s Regimenr, and twa have died wirh: Sickness
out of Colonel Chester's, and Eight or Ten Slain or
taken by the Enemy, this Week.

Sabbath Day Seprember 1™ The forenoon was quiet
and undizturbed and my H:‘g?mn}.nl attended lmh]ii':k
Worship. In the intenim of public Worship the Beg-
iments had orders ro hold themselves in imimediute
Readiness for marching, this prevented our Meeting in
the afterncon.

158G

This Day it was determined that the Army Should
consist of three grund Divisions, the Right Wing lying
ar New York, the Centre division to take post at and
about Hatlem. The Left wing to be placed at and
near Kingsbridge.  The Leff wing m consist of about
10,000 men the others of about 8, or g.ooo each, The
Right Wing to be commanded by General Purtnam, the
Centre by General Spencer, and the Left by Generals
Heath and Miftha, The Number of Brigades to com-
pose each Body was fixed.  As Some Generals had been
tuken and others were unwell 1t was determined to fix
on a Nuomber as Comrmanidants to have the ".'\fl:;;ﬂagﬁnwnr
and Conduét of 2 Number of Regiments.  Colonels
Silliman, Douglas and Chester were appointed for rhis
Purpose, and had four or Five Regiments cach assigned
to their Command.

Monday September 2™ The Regiments under the
Command of Silliman, Chester and Douglas remained
ander orders to be ready to march at the Shortest Notice,
but not to march dll further orders. The ships and
Transports drew up nearer and nearer the Town, a Frig-
ate of zbour 2o Guns Tan up berween Ned Haook and
Governors [sland, and about 2 or three o'Clock in the
Meorming came up by the Town, which vecasioned 2
considerable fire from our Battery on the East River for
a dhort Time.

Tuesday Morning the Ship coming to Anchor at
Turtle Bay ncar the Stores. Two heavy Canon and a
Hobjtz were drawn over on to the Hills to fire upen

her.

In the Mean rime Colonel Douglas with his Regi-
ment was ordered to Turtle Bay, when with great Ex-
pedition they got out of the Stores Some Thousand



190

Barrels of Flower and rolled them over the Hill out of
the Way of the Canon from the Shiping a5 Boon as the
Stores were cleared and the Srores got off out of the Fire
of the Shiping Colonel Douglas gave Notice of 1t to
the Mujor who Communded the Arrilery, and between
8 und g o'Clock 1 the Morning Major Cary began
to Fire on the Frigate from an 18 and 12 Pounder,
and an 8 Inch 1Llobirz, which put them into the utmest
Confusian.  They soon gor aut many of their men and
v¥ pushed of for long lsland Cut of their Cable, and
gor out Bouts o tow her up the River the Tide favoured
her design and there was @ Small breeze up the River, so
thut She got up Slowly our of the Reach of our Canon.
The Artilery fired Exceeding well. and puta grear many
Shot into her, They hit her onee Seven Times running.
The Frigare got up behind an Tsland where her hull was
Sccured almosr wholly from the Shot of our Canon.
The Canon were soon drawn round gpposite to 1t in the
most advantageous Place that could be found and fired
a numher of Time but could not move ber from ' ad-
vantageons Situarion.

Wednesday 4. Some Considlerable Firing was kept up
between the Ship and our Canon on the Shore, but
nothing very material was effected.

Thursday Scprember 5%, The Irigate left her Station
behind the Tsland and moved down the River about one
Mile, where 8he came to an Anchor. in 2 Wide plice
in the Miver close off against the Long Island.  In the
afternoon Several Pieces of Canon were got onto the
Opposite Shore, and began to fire on the Ship, but her
Disrance was so great that thew could not foree her from
her Station. Major Cary Lad his Foot shot off near the
root-of his Toes.

161

‘There was this Day much Fireing and Canonading all
rouml us, but no Damage was Jdone worth mie mtioning,
except the Wounding of Muajor Cary. It was said
three of the Fnemy were killed at Hell gate and one
wountded.

Friday Scprember 6% 1776, The Last Night and the
forenoon entirely srill and Qhaier, and so it remained the
whole Day.

Saturday 8. 7% Thiz Day dhere was considerable
Canonading at Hell Gawe and Some at the City but
nothing very material Happened.

Sunday Seprember 87, This Meming the Enemy
opencd Two three Gun Batreries, und a Bomb Battery
upon our Fort at Hell Guate and Lkept up an heavy
Canonade and bombardment upon it most of the Day,
killed one man and slightly wounded some others: but
nething very material hig happencd.  Thiz Day about
Midnight Sergeant Abrabiuen Basset died very Suddenly.
I have been Told that one of Colonel Donglass Men
died o Some of the Dusts with Sickness simee T left the
City. There iy much Sickness and [ndisposition among
the Militia.  They behave in General at a mose Miser-
able Rate.

Monday September g™ Our Forr i Strengthened
with more Mortars at kel Gate and our People eur] ]y
this morning hegin a very Heavy Canonade and Firing
of Shells upon the Enem 1y which they return Smuartly.
Towards Midday the Fire abated and there was Very
little in the Afternoon.  Things seemed 1o be very Still
anc quiet in all Pars. Abour nine o'Clock General
Spencer Sent apders to his Brigude, fndmaring thae there
was a motion of the Enemy, and directing them to lie
upon their Arma ready for Adtion.




Tuesday September 127 20 Boat Toads of Regu-
lars landed this merning on an Istand above hell Gate
near white Sone.  Some Canonading and Bombarding
thiz Day at Hell Gare bur not s smart 48 it was yester-
day, The Islind mentioned above is Mor*reseurs off
against Harlem Church, much on thiz Side of white
Stone.

Wednezday September 117, The ministeria]l Troops
contnue the Canonade and Bombardment of the For:
ar Hell Gate: but are not able o slepee of much
Diamage it.  The Numbers this Day on the [sland near
Harlem much increase apd it appeared us though rhe
Design of the Enemy was o make good a Landing
on Harlem Plain. Our People take posession of the
Highths, and make some Waorks for Defence,  Colonel
Chesters Brigade 'is ordersd to Harlem.

Thursday Sep” 128, The Cunonadi and Bombard-
ment gt Hell Gate s very heavy from Moming il near
mid Day. Tis expréted thar the Repullars | will atrempt
a Tanding thiz Day at Harlem, the Brigades negur ar
Hanil zre ordered 1o be in readiness ro march immedi-
ately, in case there should be an Artack.

The Iiring at Hell Guates abates in the afternoen,
three or four of the Canon in the Yorr were damaged
o Dismounred by the Enemy.

Friday 13%,  Towards Night Four Frigates came up,
by Town in the East River, and Anchered of against
Now Town Bay. There was much Firing from our
Forts and Barterice upon them, but they passed the
Town without firing at it at all.  This Night we
Lxpedted an Attack, and the Generals, Olficers and
Soldiers lay in rthe entrenchments under arms all Night,

Fher S of pen—Moniresar's

However the Enemy, did nor artack us, or Show anv
disposition to do it immedizely.

Saturday Sep™, 14, 1776, The torenoon was calm
and Quiet, but Saturday tewards Night there was a
Smart Canonade from a Number of Ships which Sailed
up the Lust River, from vur Batteries on them, and
trom their Batteries on Long Island and on Governour's
lslind on our Forts in the Town. The S]-'li]_’].‘,:. which
meved ap the Fast Raver, four or Five in Number,
came to Anchor where the other Ships had lain off
against New Town Creck. The Shiping below the
Town moved up towards it and Several heavy Shipa
came up in about 4 Surait Line with the Town, All
things wore the Aspect of a furious artack Soon.  The
Enemy by this Time had landed many 1roops en
Mantresseurs [sland just by the Plains ar Harlem, and
haed almnst Silenced our Fort at Hell Gate, and crouded
down towards the Water in considerable Bodies.

At the Same Time our Sick, Tents, Cunon Baggage
&c were removing with the utmest Expedition out of
the Town, and many of the Troops were ordered up te
and over Kings DBridge, and others up ro Harlem, all
the Field Pieces and most of the valuable Canon were
remaved, bur abour Five Brigadez remained anid
about the Town some on one Side and the other of
the Hiver, ‘Those on the East River lay all Night in
the lintrenchmenrs.

A Little after Day Light on Sunday Morning Sep™, 15
Two Blups of the Line und three Frigates drew up
near the Shore within Musket Shot of the Lines and
entrenchuments and came w0 Anchor there 1n a proper
Situation ro fire ost furiously upen cur Lines.  In this
Situation they lay entirely quiet tifl about 10 n'Clock.
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During this Time hoats were puﬁ.’-‘,ing ﬁ'mn‘. r]:-,e 1slind to
the Ships and men pyut on Board, and about 100 Boars
full of men came our of New Tawn Creek and made
rowards the Shove.  When Things were thus prepared,
The .‘:‘lhipa 23]1'.:IDL1t 1o o Ulock afte F:.Tiu;:" a 55;_‘__:;1;]1 Gun
began from the meuths of near sn oo Canen a most
furions Canonade on the Lities, which Soon levelled them
almost with the Ground jhosome Places, and boned oar
men who were in the Lines almost Sand and Sods of
Farth und made such a dust and Smoke that there was
no possibility of firing on the Enemy to any advantagze,
and then not without the atmost Hazeard, while the
Canon poured in Such a tremendons 1ire on the Lines
the Ships trom their round Tops kept up w Smart Fire
with Bwivels loaded with Grape Shot which they were
able to fire almost into the entrenchments they were so
nedr.  The boats all this Time kepr aut of the reach of
the Musquesry and finglly rurning off to the Lett a little
north of the Lines in the Smoke of the Ships made
eood  their Landing without recelving any anovance
from our Tronps.  They soon murched up o the inain
Boad and formed across it aml en the hills above our
Troops in order to enr off their Retreat. The Conri-
nental "Ureeps now Left the Tines & there being no
General orders given how to form them thye they maghe
Support Each euch other in a General Arrack, or any
Disposition made tor ir, fhey arrempted an cscape reand
the Enemy in the best manner they could, and generally
made their Kseape,

Colonel: Selden, Hart, und Tompson were taken with
Major Porter, and Brigadier Major Wyllys and an 1 5o,
o 200 men, wene either FKilled or taken,  Some Canon,

Tents, Flower and a great Deal of Baggage tell into the
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Enemies Hands,  This en the whole was an unfortunate
Dav ro the American States,  The loss was owing prin-
ci;‘::éil': toa Wit of Wagons & Horses to remove the
Guns ind Baggage and o the Situation of the Troops
Left behind, and rthe neglect in the officers, in not form-
ingr some proper plan of Detenee.

The Army was principally called off to rthe North-
ward ancd had been na Stare of Retreat from the City
for some Duays all rhe Ileld Pieces had been removed
out of the Town and maost of rthe Artilery Companics.
And though few Canon had been lett in the Forrs ro
keep up the Furee of Defence and E]it-}_'ujlsi[:':_r11, vt
there was not one that could anoy the Shiping or be
brought on to the Assistinee of rthe Infantry. They
could see nor exped any Assistance from the Troops
uhove as v were all cerreating.  Otficers and men had
Expected thut their Retrear would be cur off unless
they could fighr rheiv Wav through them w® y¥ thout
very dangerons and precarious.  In such a Sitwation it
was not reasonable to expect that chey would make any
vigorous Stanl. The men were blned for retreating
and even flying in these Circumseances, bur T image
the Iranle was principally in the General Orficers in not
dispasing of things 30 as to give the men a rarional
prospect. of Defence and o Sate retreat should they
engage the Enemy. And it iz probable many Lives

were suved. and muoch to the .'*u:";n_}- Elru_'x-n:;ntud in their
coing aff ws y¥ did tho” it was not honourable. It is
admirable thae so few men are lost

Monday Sep'™ 16, A large body of the Enemy
advanced towards our Lines, Suppozsd to be three or
four Thousand, and o Ftele before Twelve oClock a
very Smart and Heavy Fire Commenced berween them
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and our Rangers and nflemen on the Advanced posts.
This was sustained by the Rangers Bravely uill they were
reinforced from the Lines, when the fire grew more sharp
and Heavy on both Sides, and continucd in the whole
tor 2 or three Hours, in which Time the Enemy werc
several Times considerably broken and formed anew,
and finally were driven by the Americans abour 2 miles,
though they were offen reinforced.  Our men by this
Time were much Fangued, and had some of them
almost Spent their Ammunition, and the General
Thought best to order them te retrear. But few men
were Iilled and wounded on the Side of the Provin-
einls considering the fHear and duration of the Adtion.
It was Supposed after the Adtion that not more than
2¢; oF 25 men were killed and about o0 Wounded,
bt by the Returns afterwards, as far as I could- learn
abeut were killed, and abour wounnded,

It appeared by the blood and tuils of the Enemy
where they rerreated that their [oss was considerable.
Our Troops had the Lonour of behaving well, and the
izsue of the Bartle gave Spinir o them

Tuesday and Wednesday September 17 and 18
Nothing very material bhuppencd.  The Troops were
enploved i guarding and Strengdhening the Lines ac
Harlem.  Towards Night on y* 189 4 Ship or wwo
moved up the River towards our Lines.

Thursday Sept’. 16, Nothing very material today
Our Lngineers mark out New Lines between the 1o
and 11 mile Stones begin to Fortify the Llights on
those Lines, und the men keep constantly at Work to
strengthen and complear the Lines first begun about
halt’ a mile below.

Friday Sep' 20™. Good weather and no Disturbance

s

from the Enemy. About 1o oclosk at Night New
York took fire in various Places and durnr with great
fury till neur mid Day the next Day.  Abourt one third
of the City according to the best Accountis are con-
sumed. 1t is Supposed ¥ it was sent on fire by evil
minded Persons left in the Citv, 6 or Seven it is said
have been put to Death for it

Saturday and Sabbath Day 217 und 22 No move-
ments of the Enenty worth notice.

Mornday Colanel Durgee retreats from Powlis Hook
brings off his Canon Tents &c.

Tuesday and Wednesduy 24 and 25 Pleasant
good Weather our People work at our Lines Prepare
Barracks &c. have no Disturbance from the Enemy.

Thutsday 20" A pleasant chanming Day for Busi-
ness,-and we have no Disturbunce from the Enemy.

Friday 27" all i= Still and guiet. :

Saturday 28 the Weather Sill remains good and
the troops are every Duy at work with the greatest Dili-
genee in perfeéting our Lines Preparing Barrucks &e.

Sabbarh Day 25" A Number of the New Yark
Troops who had enlisted into the Service of the King
of Great Brirain and were artempring to make their
cscape fast Night to the Britsh Anmy were taken u | by
our Guards and this morning confined.  Reports are 3
about 20 of the New Yorkers who engaged in the Ser-
vice of’ their Counery have perfideously enlisted under
Major Rogets into the Ministerial Service. Nine were
taken last might in attempting ro Join the British Army.
Two tenders it is said halled up near Shore not far fom
Morissania to take them in.

Monday 30 A Pleasan: Day and the Troops busily
employed in torrifying the Lines.
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Tuesday October 1. Nothing material.

Wednesday Qct”. 2784 This Day a grear Number of
Wagons with about 1,400 Hundred men go down to
Harlem to bring of Wheat Hay Comn &c near the
Advanced DPosts of the Enemy, the Encmy were put
into grear Motion by it Straet theie Tents and wanned
their out Posrs.  Grear Numbers of the Confinentul
Troops were order on to the Plains afrerwards and
the Lines were manned and all things prepared for an
aftion: but the Enemy tho’ they had a fair Challenge
never advanced beyvond their Advanced Posts and re-
mained acting whally on the Defensive.  The Wagons
FLoaded and came off without any Moelestation.

Thuraday 3 grewt MNumbers of Wagons go on to
the Plains again and come of Leaded with Hay Wheart
&c.  The Enemy remain Quict.  Towards Night 3
Ships moved up the North River as fur as the Advanced
Lines of the Enczny., and cast Anchor near the cust
Share, where thers are now Five Ships of Force and a
Tender or two. - T'wa Frigates lie in the East River of
agains, Montressures lsland. against the Encmies Lines
on the Right, one af them ook her Station there abour
the Time the Encimy took possession of the Lsland, the
other came up-and joined her about mwo Days sinee,
This lius been the Mahner of the Enemy to keep their
Army constantly flanked wich their Ships in all their
TGN, 3

Friday 47 a great Many Loads of Hay Grain &
probably 30 or 40 were brought off’ froui Harlem,

Saturday 5™ A Small Number of the Enemy Landed
under the Fire of their Shiping and levelled 2 Sinall
redoubt our People threw up there before our Retreat
from New York. When they had effedted it they re-
imnbarked.
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Sabbath Day 0%, our Feople Letft their Postat Bergen
and marched up to the Buatteries on the Raocks on the
Woest Side of North River a little below Fort Washing-
tui,  They broughe off Canon Tenrs &c. .

Monday Ocrober 7 Governor Skeen and Governor
Brown were Kxchanged for General Lord Sterling and
M°, Lovel.  Sanford was this Day maken Sick,

Tuesday 87, Naothing special to dav.,

Wednesday g™, Three 20 Gun Frigutes and Tawo
Tenders sail up the River this I'--'Ioming- favoured with
Wind and Tide 'ast onr Forrs and Chevaux De Frize
without any Stop, notwithstanding a most terrible Canon-
ade from all onr Barteries.  They take two of the Row
Caalleys and a Boop and BSchooner or rwo, and come 1o
an Anchor off against Dobbs’s Ferry,

Thursday 1™ A Quiet Day. 3c0 of the Militia
from the State of Massachusess are Stanoned at Present
at and near Dobbs’s Ferry to watch the motion of the
Ships and to detind the Coast,

Friday 11™  This Day threc men were killed by an
unhuppy accident. A Number of Men coming down
the River in Generl Washingtons Barge the Artilery
at Fort Washington thinking them to be Encmif;s
mred upen them and killed three Private Soldiers and
wounded a Caprain only with a Single Ball from a 12
Paunder,

Sarurday 12, This morninge we bud an alarn: The
regulars we hear are landing in a large Body near
Frogs Point. The Army ar the South Lines were
ordered to their Posts and drawn up at the Advanced,
and South Lines. A great Parr of the Army on the

other Side of Kings Bridg ¢ marched for West Chesrer,
to atract the Enemy. The Enemy landed about 2,000
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men on the Point which is @ Peninsula:; but dil not
come off from the Point. Our Treops Pulled up the
Bridge o prevent their coming off, und the Riflernen
fired at them over the Marsh and killed gome few men,
About 3z Bail of Transports, principally, went up the
BSound the Same Day as far as Frogs Poine,

Sabbath Day 13", There i3 some fring of TField
Picres at Frogs Point but no movement of [mportance.
A Number of Transporrs tins Day come down the
Sound. The Day iz Pleasant and the Camp at the
Lines yuiet

Monday 14. A Pleasant Day a Brizsk wind to the
north or rather Worth easr f:ntiru:ly unfavourable for the
Enemy.  Accounts are that the Foemy are almost xll
meved off from Scraten [sland, and cthat they are thined
much ar the Lines.  The Generals were rogether yester-
duy 1n counsel and are of Opinion that the Fnemy are
about to make a bold and decisive push, and that a great

it of their Atny are on the Move to the Eastward
off us 1o Land above ws, and iﬁ:‘al'.unsi:iuzl% are nuking in
the Army Accordingly, - General MacDougals Brigade
were onlersd over Kings Brige Yesterday, & Some
Regiments are ordered over from the Jersy Side; 1t s
said thut the Enemy have abandoned Bergen and Powlis
Huok. :

Tuesday 157 Nothing Speciu] happens: it appears
that the Enemy are :nér-.'in-g their main Body up to
Frogs Point and Fast & West Chester.  Our Generals
anderstand thar General Howe 15 there himself,  General
MacDougals Brigade are ordered over Kings Bridge or
Congress Bridge, and a2 Brgade or two Fom the Jersey
Sicde are ordered over on this Side and march towards
the Enemny.  About the Bame Time two Regements of
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Militia were ordered over the Bridge o take Post about
the 17 Mile Stonc.
-r)l 1 | g ! :

Wednesday 167, Generals are all together in Coun-
sl Bearce any Fatige men our, and rhe Waggons
Generally employed in moving the Baggmuge Tents &e.
of the Brigades ordered ro march,

Some preparations ave begun at the Lines for Bar-

racks

Thursday 17" General Spencers Division Lave or-
ders o march and form en the leit of General Lincoln®s
Brigade,

Greneral Whadsworth’s and General Fellows Brigades
march berween one and rwo o Clock, and encamp in the:
Evening near the 16 Miles Stone,

Frday 18", March to Philipe Burg the Place of
Destinanien. General Lord  Srirling & his_ PBrigade
march this Doy early from the Lines and towards: Night
pass us and lneamp on our Teft, at Seme dismnce to
the North Wesr, between us and the North River. The
Enemy this Day land men East of Frogs Point on an-
other Point of Land, and advance a mile or two from the
Water, and the light Horse and Jarge Bodies of them
move on owards New Rochel.  There was a considera-
ble firing of Field Pileces and Small Arms berween Scar-
rering Parties but no geral Engagements of any large
Bodies but the Enemy fulling into a sort of Ambush
sustained much loss.

Saturday 19" The Enemy this Duy we find by
Scouting Partics, have advanced as far as New Rochel
and have Spread out Some livle Distance from the
Watcer to the Westward: bar it does not Seem that they
are advancing towards our main Aruy or are making
any disposition for a general atrack.

193
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Subbath Day the 20 is peaceable and Quiet: General
Vadsworrhs El'i',-f_':.-'i.d-ﬁ artended pu-'.}ih': Murvice ahout
midday. [ preached to General Ws Brigade from Ex-
clesiastees 11, 9. Bejoice @ young man &r. Norhing
marerial h;‘:pl‘:f‘.u:::l inour A Ty ; bt (Feneral '!.-‘l,-';l.;;hing-
ton this Day received the Meloncholly News of the De-
struction of the Continental Fleet on the Luke Cham-
plain, by the Enemy on the general Warerbury
was taken Prisoner

Monday the 21*  Marched abour 10 o'Clock at
Nighr tor the White Plains, Carried our Tents on our
Bucks Packs Dots Kertles and provisions &c.  The
Army Marched all Night excepting Some sinall Halts,
almost fainted under their Burdens and were grearly fa-
tigmed.  Arrived early next moming at the Plains.

Tuesday 22™, lay on our Arms in the high Way il
after 12 o'Clock as no Place was deternmined upon for
an Encampment.  The Men slept on the ground in the
Streets had nerhing to coock with or to cover them, and
many of ¥y, were exceeding hungry as well as Slecpy
and Weary. In the afternoon were ordered to a Place
of Encampizent back on the Road towurds o mule and
had to tread back with W cary Steps the ground we had
before in vain with so much labour travelled over, Our
ground was marked out for the Encampment and the
men got up their Tents just a3 it began to be night, &
i the Evening built Yires for cooking, &e.  The men
are worried in a manner ro Death and are treated with
great hardship and Severity, and in my Opinian are put
to much unnecessary Hardship and Fatigue. On the
Night of the 22 36 of the Enemy Rogerss Rangers
were faken by one of our Scours. and this Morming were
brought in to Lord Stirling at the White Plains. This
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Day Commedant Chesters Brigade marched from the
LEI;ES for the Whire Plaings continued their March rthe
most of the Nights a very considerable Part of the Army
marched from Kings briddge and that Way for the
White Plains and Canon Baggage and Troops were
passing the most of the Nighr

Commedant Chesters Brigade and a great Number of
Troops arrived at the Whire Plains the Larter Parr of
the Night and early in the Moming, and Wagens and
Troops are constantly coming on.

Wednesday Oct™ 22, Thizs Day there is much Can-
onading and a4 Smart firing of Small Arms between Sev-
eral Parties of the Enemy & our People, down to the
Southeastward berween Some of General Lees Division
and the British Troops. The Enemy were beaten in
this Rencounter Lett 13 Men Dead on the Ground, had
a Licutenant taken and one Privare: One Majors Come-
mission was taken. We bad not so much as one man
killed right our: one an Indian Fellow was thought 1o
be mortally wounded.

Thursday 24" A very Pleasant Day and Nothing
very special scems to be going on.

Friday 25"  Soll warm and Pleasant :  Towards
Nighr we have an alanm all go w our Posts, & 1t 18 Said
that the Knemy are within a few Miles. A litrle after
Sun Set we were ondered to return to our Tents and pre-
pare provisions for the Morrow. In legs than an Hour
we hud orders to Srrike Tenrs and move our Camp.
Moved our Camp about One mile, and got our Tenrs
pitched about Midnight. Berween 11, and 12 o'Cloce
ar Night arders are given for one Regiment out of each
Brigade 1o purade at Head Quarters, at Midnighr. The
Enemy have advanced this Day twq or three Miles, and
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It SerTns that an action must Come on $00n OF We must
makes 2 New movemenr.

Saturday 207 The Anoy are all called vur to their
Respective Posts by Day Light aor before: and rhere is
Ixpectation of Soncthing considerable today, hut all
things remain Uu-FT

Sadbath Day 277 all things Sall in the Army but a
Smart Canonade ]” Day ar Fort Washinguon, oceasioned
by the attempt of Seme of the Kings Ships to lie up near
the Fort to Stop the Foory Way, It ccased just ar
Night, but what was the event of ir is not vet known.

The Journzl of the E:i,!‘r‘l]_‘.u}th_'. m the State of New
York in 177% continued.

Ocrober 28%. The Eocmy this Day advanced ewrly
towards the Lines. and Parr of General Wadsworth's
Brigade were sent out to Skirmish with their Advaneed
Parties : about nine o’'Clock our Scours and Guards
push i towards the Cionp, und the Eremy Soon made
their Appearance on the Road, and on the high grounds
opposite: to then, and soon came on briskly, and their
Field Pieces and Hobits began to play upon us soon
alimost as they made their Appearance.  They were ex-
tremely WNumerous, wnd they most cautiously avoided
meeting uz in Front: when they came upon us in Front
and received our fire they would break and retreat no-
mediately our of the Reach ol Musker shotz and would
wait all 1 order till dieir Field Pieces came up and
their bits and maortars. from which they threw Shot and
sShells very tenbly, snd they wonld throw them so as to
il and wound our mien on the Hill where ¥ could see
them, and wlen they lay over the hills bevond them: ar
the Same Time they would keep out Parties to flank
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and Surronnd us, and so they drove on il they reached
the Heights opposite our Lines: Where they halted and
thew Shot and Shells.  The number our o Skirmish
with rthis numerous body were not more than Soo, or
1ooo men. Wumbers were killed and wounded on both
sides, but 1 believe there was nothing very Bloody on
cither Side.

This Day T undersiand General Washington had an
Express from Forr Washington ae quainting him that
the ]_,m'--'m articled our Il“tt&: (K] EL]‘lLll'u helow forr
Washington and that the Shiping drew up ina Line be-
low the Fort; and thar the Lﬂ-_n;}' were repulzed ar the
Lines and v* the Bliping was much Damaged. obliged
to Shin their Cables and to fall down the River. We
were obliged 1o strike all our Tenrs and lay zo till § or
mine ¢'Clock, when they bad hberty 1o ser 572 up again.

Tuoesday Oe~ 29" ar 2 ¢’'Clock the Troops in Gen-
eral Spencers Division had orders 1o Soike their Tents
and Carry them our about ene mile and un half by hund
ane then to retum e the Tines. The men went our

and carried on thelr Tents, and then retumed and hroughe
on their Cooking Urensils, and then went back again w
the Tinus. Many of the Men theugh they had been
engaged almosr all Day with the Enemy and had been
abliged o Wade through a River and were verv wer
had vo sleep ar all. T was aftaid 1 should be sick for 1
had been in the Biver almest a1l ever, and could net
change me, was much fatigued with the Aetion of the
Day preceeding; but T am to Day well and vigorous,
which with the Salvations 1 cxperienced yester Ly in
the Ficld demand my renewed Praise and Thanksgiving
to Grod and Tay me under new obligations ro live whally
to God and to seek his honor & glory the Little Time 1
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have to live in the World, O that I might have Grace
ro return accotding to MErCIEs Tens ved.
This is mv Duty, will e my Honor & Happiness.

Wodnesday Ocrober 30™. The Lneizy this Day are
Still and give us no trouble nothing very material hap-
puis.

Thursday Oct™. 31%. Rainy this Moming. but warm
for the Season of the Year,  Several Deserters come to
s this Day and a Screeant, a very Inrelligible Fellow
was tuken.  He had a2 Plan of the Eavnics Lines and
Camp: and bv Accounts which seem 1o agree Goneral
howe lad given orders for a General actack upon us this
Morning but the Ruin prevented.  Nothing  Special
Happened.  The Enemy appeared to be creeting live
Batreries to play upon the Hill where we lay.

Frday November 1% This Moming OQur Guards
come off and leave the Lines in the Centre of the Town
called White Plains, and to destress the Encmy bum
all the Bams of Hay und Grain and Houses, where the
Inbubitunts had Srores of Wheat and Corn and also
Sracks and Barracks of Hay und Grauin. The FEnemyw
advancrd on to the Hills we Ieft in the Fore PPart aof the
Dav, and came on about mile in Pursuit but were snon
Stoped by vur Canonade from the Hills.  The Wind
comes ronnd 1 the Notth VWest, and the atternoon s
Sower and blustering, and the Nighr is much the coldest
we have had this Year. Things frel and look as though
Winter was at Hund. .

Barurday November 2™, A Still quict Day, bur
cold; our Brigade have no Farigne this Day but fix
their Tents build Small Chimneys in them to warm them
with a Litrle Fire, and recrair themselves atter enduring
ahmost & Weeks constunt Fatigue by Night and Day.
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This morning sent 4 Letter to Gov™ Trombull contain-
ing an Account of the movements of the Aruy from the
15t of Quraber to the present Day.

Sabbarh Day Nov® 57 i3 Pleasant for the Season, &
the Frnemy give no Disturbance,  Colonel Sifiman’s and
Douglas’s Regiments atrend public Worship both arts
af the Day. T preached from Jehn 50 360 Had usual
Freedom and found it good te draw near to God. A
Party of the Enemy to Duay caricd oft Two louds of
Flower fiom The Saw Pi ts, our People came upon them
and took 2 Prisoners.

Monday Nov' 4% a very Pleasant Day. Tr was re-
ported thar an Attack was to be made at the Saw Pirs
by the Enemy, ard Guoeral Persons with a considerable
Foree marched that way to oppose them, but the Enemy
aid not apprear there, aod 1'.;‘11_[‘11'.'11:?'_' hu?p{!m.{-': Material,

Nov', 37 Nothing Special to Day.  There was a
conziderable Cononud < ar New York or Fort washington
but the Oceasion of itnet yer known,  Towards Nighr
it was discovered thur the Enciny were leaving our Lines
and that cven their guards were moving offt.  The main
body Rerreatd 4 or § Miles. Qur D’eople took the
ground wgain which we had a few Days before Oecu-
picd, and Some officers and men wanronly set fire 1o the
state House and the mos of the other Buildings that
were left Sranding.  The General was grearly displeascd
at thiz Conduct.

Nov' 6™ LEnemy appear indeed to be gone from us
and Parties were sent out in the morning to bring in their

© Stragling Parties and to make discoveries,  The Day

was very pleasant.  Scw of the Light IHorse which had

been killed or wounded in the Action liay dead abour in

the Field and rthere were some Poor sort of Breust
|\
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Works, or Battenies left by the Enemy. Three Wagons
were taken from the Enemy Supposed to be Tarry
Wagons.

Thursday Nov', 7% very Pleasant indeed.  Nine of
the Enemy were this Day brought in by our Scouts.

Friday Nov 8% The Brigade under General Wads-
worth hudl orders to March at Break of Day and o Take
the Ground where Lord Srirling had been encamped,
about two miles Wese of where we lay before.  Had
our Tencs loaded and muarched betore Sun pse. It ap-
pears by an Express from Tort Washingron. That the
Occusion of the Firing at Fort Washingron on the 57
instant, was the Pussing one of the King's Ships and
Transport veszel or two by that Forr up the North River,
and though the Chevaux Defrize,.  The Enemy Le all
below us in 4 Body not far frem [Dobbs's Ferrey.

Saturday Nov™ ¢ a Pleazsant Day: aboul ene (¥Clock
P. M. A Canonade beging ar Fort Washinton. Bur ir
seems o be nothen VLTY Sp ecial not many Guns are fired.
General Washingron moves Ilead Quarrers to day up
towards Peeks Kills, Generals Heaths &  Stirlings
Divisiens moved thar Way,

Sabbath Day 12", Nothing very special to Day the
Weather is Pleasant, and we attend public Worslnp
both Parts of the Day.  ‘Their Honewrs Generals Spen-
cor aned Parsons, With E&rﬁ Sherman and Davenport
and Some other Gentlemen from Connecticut attend in
the Forenoon,  General "'r"v’usﬁingmn did not move head
(haarters as telated above rill this Day. Fsg™ Sherman
Davenport, young M™ Davenport and MT™ Bur came as
a Committee fom Connecticut o Conter with oficers,
appointed to serve in the Continental Army wm see
whether v accept thelr appointments or Dot
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Monday 117 The Enemy centinue along on the
River near Dohbs’s Ferry and Seem 1o be attempring
nathing very Special.  General Lee twkes the Command
of thu-;'r'!.rmj-' on thiz Side the River. Under him are
Major Generals Spencer and Sollivan, and Lincoln,  In
Gureral Tees Division are Generals Nixon, Mae-Pougal,
and Comnnedane Glover, with their Brigades and Com-
medant Hand wirth the Rifle Battalions,

Under General Spencer are Generals Wadsworth and
Fellows with their Brigades.

Under General Sullivan are General Salstontals Brig-
ade, and the PBrigade Commedant Chester, eommonly
termed Sargeants Brigade.

General Lincoln Commands the Massachuset Militia.
General Parsons 15 marched for Peeks Kills

Tuesday N. 12, Nothing marerial.

The Commissioners from Connceticur retarn, Snding
that many of the Officers appointed for the New Army
will ot aecept dheir Appointment: 'Thar New appoint-
ments are necessary: They have Nominations tor thar
Parpose,

Wednesday 13" have orders thar all our heavy Bag-
gage should be put and ready for a remove by eleven
o'Clock to Marrow.  The Enemy §'*~;;_1Ff:ar to be moving
dewn tasr towards Kings Bridge: their Rear Guard are
at Philipg's House. They Sweep the Country clean tak-
ing Cartle Grain, Clothing all Houschold fumitere and
striping the Inhabirants enrirely of Suppert and cloth-
mg.  Grain wnd Stores which ¥ cannot cany off they
bumn: Soine Barns and Barracks are burned on these
Prineiples.  Targe Families of Women and Children
are Srriped of Beding, Clothes, Shous and provisions of
every kind,  Such undistingnighed rain and Distress s
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spread among Characters withiour Regard to whig or
Tory.

Thursday N°7 14%  The Eremy appear still to he
retreating and the Accounts of rheir Ruvages anl Dep-
d:lm{mu are confirmed. By an Lxpress rrom the Jersey
Side we are informed rhat General Washington s ur-
rived ar Forr Lee oppos:te o tort Washington,  Thar
Said fors iz Strong, has u good Number of heavy Canon:
Thar the Communication between the Torts and Bat-
teries on the Last and wesr Side of the Hiver s kept en-
rirelv open: and that our Troops are arrived on the
Wesrern Side of the North River and form along on the
Shore opposite to the Encmy. We have no orders to
move our Heavy Baggage to Day: but some other
Brigades move theirs o the Norhward.

Friday 15 very Pleasant for the Scuson. Nething
happens rnaterial.

Suturday 16 an uniortunate Day to Americans:
The Lnemy attack Our Lines at Harlem and about For:
Washingron cury theni, ar #d the Fort and Gurrson are
surrendered. T he Gurrison Capirzlate as Prisoners af
War, according to presunt Accounts.  The action wag
severe un the north Part of the Eminence above the
Fort, and the Accounts are that 4 or 5o0 of the Hes
sians were slain in the Fickl and great Numbers
wounded: the British Troops saftered lirtle: and us the
Americans Fought under cover of their Works not
many of ym were either Killed or wounded: but about
12 or 1400 made 'risoners.

Sunday 17", The Militia of the Mussachusers State
begin to march home ward.

Monday and Tuesday 18% and 19" nothing special.

Wednesday 2e™. The regulars Land ina lurge Body

ZI1

on the Jerssy Shore wbout 4 miles above Tort Lee
There was some considerzble IMrng but the Event un-
known.  Our Troops began to move o the Stores ord-
nanee &c. on Sunday the 17% and had been preparing
for 2 Retreat. We have grear Fear lease the Army wall
be cur off or the Tenits and many of the Canon Taken.
() that God would grant that better News may come
from thenee than we foar !

Thursday 21*.  We hear o Day that mest of the
Boats huve made their eseape from Fort Washington,
and are got up ro Kings Ferry,  Knsign Shailer came
this Day into Camp who was comander of the Boats
And has brought of wuneh Buggsge, and o Small Parcy
have been ordered off to Dobbss Ferry to bring it inro
the Country.

Several Brigades were ordered lasr Evemng to be
ready to march to day with three Days Provisions.  Bur

* Weatness of the Season has preventad it

Friday 227 A Wet Day prevents all military oper-
ations on thiz Side the River. We have in the evening
very bad Reports from the Army on the Jersev Side,
Thar they have been so crowded and pushed by the
Enciny, that they been obliged ro Leave their Tents
Standing their Canon, Baggzage, &¢ at Fort Lee and
were obliged to throw away their Packs and 1make
their escape with the greatest hast m order o prevent
their being entirely cur offt.  Thar their Provisions and
Stores are gone.  Sorrowful Tilings indeed, T fear that

JLhings go il in that Ouarter,

Suturday 23, Norhing speeial Takes Place on the
West Side of the River: but the News fiom the other
side vesterday w® was so unfavonruble; us to the Sub.
stance of it uppesrs to be true,  General Washington by

|
|
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the Areful movemnents of the Enemy thought chat 37
were uhout te Land at New Brunswick and raerciore or-
deved abour 7ooo nf the Troops thar Way and left
about 300 ar Fore Lee and on the Jersey Bhore ro offect

the compleat, evacuation of Forr Lo from w® Stores b
cunn to be moved with a grear many Teams and Wag-
ons on Sabbath Dav.  The Enemy Landed abour 7oo
men above this Body before they had cffected the Wark,
and pressed ¥ so ¢ ¥ ook all their Canon Stores and
Buggage, and Secartered them very much.

Sunday N° 24™ a Cloudy Warm Day, rains some. and
the ground is very wet on accoum of the heavy rain W
teil the two preceeding Nights,  The Troops of General
Wadsworths Brigade maurched just ac Sun Sct for Some
Expedition which ¥ had, orders to be in readiness for
for Several Days Dast, but rhe Wer Weather prevented
their Effecting whar was designed.

Menday Nove. 20 Vowaras Night zencral Wids-
worths Brigade marched on an Lx pf:di“ti(m with the
Piguets of somie othur Regriments.

Tuesday 26 the Brigade Retamed with gresr Nom-
bers of Cartle Sheep and Lloges,

Wednesday Nov® 27" A rminy Day and the
weather 15 unscttled us it has been all this Week, 1
have this Duy a Prespect of retuming to my Family.
Heard from them last evening that they are well, which
demands my Praise.  Towards Night the Rain abating
T set out on my return Hetdfie.  The Night is I]In;is.rm_t
for the Time of year but very wer and muddy under
Toar

Thursday November 287 a pleasant Tay {or the Sep-
son. Just about 8 o'Clock in the Evening I arrived a
my own House in Safecy, found all vy Family alive and
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i usual Healthe  While Sickness and Death bas waster)
11 around taem and while the Sword and the Pestilence
have wasted onomy tight Hand and on my L_m."r__ (7od
has preserved U5, and brouzht us together in chit.h _:md
Safrry.  Thiz Demands of us Praize and Thanksgiving:
() may it be our Study what we shall render unto the
L.ord far a1l his Benefite,.  May our Souls and all that
' within us Bless the Lord & miny we not forger any of
iz Benifts.

JOURNAL OF THE EXFEDITION WITH MY
VOILUNTEERS.

Licut Gilbert marched with 2o men January 12"
1777 Lieat Bradley marched on the 1% with 22 men.
1 set out from New Haven on the 16 Joined Lien
terant Githert at Horse neck on the 17 and marched
on with the hrst Division to Rye.  Put up ar - —

o S 13" Murched to New Rochel found 3 pur
Army had marched the Evening before tor the Bridge
and abour the Break of Day invested fort Indupfrnd:;m:f:,
Took one Light Llorse, some Provisions and Blankets
witheout any Lass on our Part.

1 Sunday Moming Lieut Bradley joined me ar N,
Rachel.  After refreshing ourselves and drawing Provi-
stor we marched o Williams's and after spending Some
Time there retumed back o *he Road to Butler's of
East Chester where we lodged. Iad orders in the
Evening to march on my men to Williams’s by Hight
o'Clack in the Momung of he next Day.

Monday 20" rallied the men ar balt afrer 5 refreshed
v® viewed rheir Arms, saw how far ¥ were cquipt for
Action.  Abouet Sun rize marched on teswards Williams's,
amd an the War reeeived orders from the Generl 1o
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draw flints Cartriges Rum 8¢ which took op most of
the forenoon, A large Body of men Wire collveted
and paraded near Williams's for Acvien. and atfter noon
marched round For: Independance to Colonel Cours-
fands, whicre we arived in the Dusk of the Bvening,

Oy rhis Mareh Levi Cooper put out hizs Ancle and
was rendered unds for Service.  We lodeeil mest of us
ar D Courtland’s: some lodged in the Woods.  Sat
Centries ull round us against <he Ferr and oo the Creck
over to the North River. I had ro go the Grand rounds
that Night, had no Sleep Scarcely at all, but T am well
and Hearry.

Jan™. 21 - Lay on our Arms the mase of ¢he Day, co-
wards Evening had orders to return to our Quarters.
The Reason why we did =ot go to action, was, T S1D-
pose, that the [iver was not pussable, and would have
rendered the arrempt very Hazardous, and the Event
uncertwin. The Enemy appearcd this Dav to be baild-
ing a Battery ac the Bridge: before we came of a Large
Body of men ook the Ground back of us rowards che
North River and wirh 2 Number of Field Picess Foured
in a Smart Fire upon the Enemy neur the Bridge,  re-
turned ro Butlers about 8 0’Clock where the men were
well refreshed and covered. T had o good Bed for my-
selt.

Jan™ 22, On Farigue all Day with my whole Cow-
pany cuting fachines and making Frames for Batteries.
There was 4 considerable Iirine this Day berween the
Eacany and onr Troosps, moe of the Enemy were Killed.
We have lost only one man from the Army, as vet, in”
our Expedition against the Enemy this Way, and have
taker a largne Trer of Country from them. forage &e to
i consideradle Amount.  And have fair Prospeets of re-
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oRINING the Bridge and all the Yorcifications an this Side
w"r'» Soon.  Bours are collecting, Cannon ardered or i and
all tlungh preparng with Ixpedition tor an Atack on
the: Enemy.

January 22™ 1777 Towards Night, a Party of the
Aprericans v.f:nt cver the Swamp to rake a view of a
Place to fix the Artilery in order to anoy the Knemy
and went on even to the Fouses where they were whicn
rallied v ar once and brought on 2 Skirmizh, in which
(Y, ur:rhrr-e men were killed and several wounded,  In
my Opinion the Aflnir was manzged with the greatest
_rnp_.udu.r_e and Ended in a very foelish manmmer. Ir
was a jong Time betore any Body came cut from Head
Oarrers o our Assistance,  Thousands of men might
have been cut off had there been se many, and had rhe
Enemy beun sufficient ro attemp: ir before any assistance
came to us, and orders were given in rhe most confused
manner in the World,

January 24™ A most Stormy Tempestuous Day:
Snow in the Morning which Tumed to min in the after-
noon, and grew into a Tempesr towards Night very
heavy Tain.

General Lincoln and his Troops who had no cover
were by it driven from their Pogts and marched in the
Storm to philipsss.

My Company shrough the Goodness of God were all
well covered the whole of the laiy. not one of ther
were s0omuch 43 on Groard.

Sacurday 25", This Day was designed tor an Acotack
on the Enemy, but the River at Williams's was raised to
Such an Height and run with such Rapidity that there
Wwas Do passing it with Canon, and 1t was with much

Didiculty that men could cross it in Bataux., The
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Guards were much Exposed. Had the Enemy made a
Sally it would have been very Didicult for the Army to
have Suppaorted ¥ or for v™ to bave Retreared.

Sabbath Day January 207 1777, Towards Merning
Rogers's Rangers erossedd the Mil pond down at West
Chester and Surprized the Guards and Colonel Whitings
BRegiment oo v&. Sation. The Troops ran off and left
their Buggage, Some of the Officers came off alone
without a man and even withoura Wig.  Itissaid they
undressed and went to bed as at home.  The Lnemy in
the morning Came on upon the Guards before v* conld
be reinforeed and drove ¥7 fiom their Posts, and carried
the Redoubrs near the forrand all thar went ro v Assist-
ance ¥¥ put to the Reut till ¥¥ reached the Lines near
Williamss, Here y7 werc all giving Way when the 2
Bartalion of volunteers came up in good order while oth-
ers were retreating all round ¥™ und rook the Lines. On
this the Enemy Retired and we took our old posts and
seb our Guards as usaal.

Monday Jannary 27", The whole Army were pa-
raded very carly in the momning, the Arilery was all in
Readiness to move with the Army, and about g or ten
O Clock the Armuy marched with all the arade and

pomp of War to inyest the Forr, and dizpositions were

made with a design o draw out the Enemy from the
Fort and to cut of theiv Retreat. The Actilery was
brought to the Redoubts near the Forts and there was
some firing of Canon and a few Shells from @ Hobits,
bur to lirtle Purpose indeed not one of the Shells reached
the Tort mor did one of them so much a5 burst. We
only shewed our Weakness: the Enemy bad too much
Sense to venture out of the Fort, and in Dhsk of Iiven-
ing the Army retreated from the Fort and got into v
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Ouarters about 8 or g o Clock, having taken only two
ﬂ]—'f"{_-isunur.-'« and thoroughly Farigued yMselves,

January 28% nothing Speeial huppencd.

s, The Arnmy had orders to retrear 4s soon as it
was dark with the urnost Silence and good arder to Rye
and New Rachel The 278 Batalion of volunteers to
compose the van Guard then Colonel Whitings, Enoughs
and Cook Regimunts wer to follow, and the 1% Baralion
of volunteets were to bring up the Rear. We marched
about 7 o Clock and about g the Guards were called 1n
and large fires left o amusge the Encmy the Night was
wvery Sroriny, a heavy Fall of Wet Snow, with the wind
in onr Faces. The poops were much wet & LFarigued,
and abour midnight the advanced Guard halted by order
of the General ar Burrs’s (%) at Maroneck.  The other
Regiments broke order and went on further and broke
tne order of Retreat and gave the General much uneasi-
ness.

3o, The Second Battalian macched to Bye and the
other Regiments were abliged to move back towards to
Maroneck. But for want of Barcks and cover, all the
Regiments got much Scatteredl. A large Fleot passed
us to day and by Accounts near 3o Sail e off against
Frogs neck, Birung across fiom thenee to Leng Teland.
The General before our Betrear thad Inrelligenec that
Lreneral HUWt::-: whole A Iy wore col Ft_'ctiljg' Ar 1w
York boti from new Port and from the Jersey’s which
was undoubtedly the Case.

31*. The 1% Company of the 2** Batalion march ro
Byram River and take Postoat Lyons near the Bridge.
The ather companies Quarter alongs i the Same Streer
and in Kings Street,  Nothing Special happens to Day.

February 1. Some Tories are hronghe in this Morn-
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ingr to the Provo Guard.  Muost of the Compunies in the

Second Batalion o volunteers were this Day discharged.

My Company was discharged just ar Night. [ reourned

our utenzils cartridzes %o and the men zot Ready for a T TS O .
march in che ﬁ-‘_i‘mmug. [ rode up n T.hi Iiveni njg ufter BENJAMIN 1RL MBLULLS KME AN
attending Waorship wirth my Company, to M. Murdacks
where 1 kepr the Sabbath.

Ty taal iu megseraton of Tanes Dorry, Mg Have. ]
(R o R - E ¥

Sunday Morming Febin has : i - ; Pl
[-‘ ] T I E-E-_[ 1-:11—_? 1‘: ‘;QI-':"_]!—H], ih:[..n D.l‘rp TTL'E' -lq-i) E'[::]f_l{"- "[Ef IL'.%T&EHKH\” 5 (Tff;t‘rd‘] 1"&_-' I-hh}-z?gzgn }HIS e
ompany came on to Horseneok, : a T - :
pany ¢ sencek, & attended Prayers in rered the Jerseys, and had a second Engagement with
the :‘-[:-:d_mg___, House and then Continzed theit March, 2 el RO : T C Tl . Ve
I bod ol Dhat St BT E ond hod the Brish +he British Troops, in which he roured then, and killed
weaeled all Day at Horseneck, and s : i P
s sl Rt ahd had taestriviline and ook between five and Six huodred of the Enemy
of atrending the: Sacrament, I find : i
Febr 1{- O - L together with Six Field Picces and a large Number of
ebraary 2a™% reached P oW ze. gl i b : s ;
‘Clock '\,."’1 i Eaa EIH u{ 3 1]' SRS AUMLL IS Wagons, in addition to those taken on the 267 of The
o' Clock at Night, found my Tamily all as well as usws SR i -
| h {:x;:’ 1 Guod. Th e ol cember, and as the Milina of New Jemsey have artacked
throyzh the Grooness Gl : TII0E mv O any
HEH EaL IR { e most of my Company and touted 2 Pary of Waldeckers, and raken aboat 40
2ot home to Day, : 1 :
0] R R Prizoners, and there s a happy Prospuct of utterly ruin-
# Probagly an srcor for ol ingz the Ministenial Army would men now exert them-

selves angl spring torward to the Llelp of their Country
and a5 General DPiesons hath wrote 3 owst pressing Lec
rer for Volunteess to tarn out and march imaediately
betore the week iz ont to Horseneck or Maroneck to
serve for ¢ or 1o Days which be thinks will be as long
as they will be wanted.  The Volunteers to choose their
own Oificers.  We whase Namies are underwritten will-
ing to expiosc our Lives and Forranes for che Public
God, engaee. on this grear Decasion, in Order for rais
_ g d f‘m] ‘pany in e TParish of North Haven, that we
b will undertuke the Scrviee for three Weeks from the

Time of our marching from this Place, 1 iz shall be

necessary to serve so long, depending on the Generosity

ot the Asse -mibdy of chirs Stite o give os thie sarme Wages

amd Inconrsgement proposed by them 1o mise volunteers
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about a month since 1 order 1o assizt General Lee in

Distressing the Enemy.

North Haven January 107 1577,

Benjamin Trumbull
Jacob tharp
John Gillent
Caleb Tuztle
Muoscs tharp
Jdared Hill

Jesae Todd

Enos Todd
(Fideon todd
Clement Turtle
Obed Blakslee
Ebenezer Tadd
Perer Eastiman
Jonthan Tuesle
Willimmm Tuattle
Joel Thorp
Reuben Tuttle
Jared Blaksler
Levi Cooper
Thomas Pierpom
Izaiah Brocket
Jonuthan Dayton

Abel Tuttle

Soloman Tuttle

Isaac Brocker

John Brockert

Jared Bams

Ezckiel Jucobs— 3%,
John Smirh

Temuel Tuattle

Monson Bracket

Jaicob Hitcheock
Thomas Cooper

Enos Brocket

Yale Todd

Levi Ray

David Bishpp—tiun & irtrdes
Benjumin Basserr

Jacob Brocket

Calvin Ileaton  Sas s virtsites Tos

Solomon Jacobs  cun ase cargses

Jared Tuttle
Jaseph Sperry

| Bleweard of

Stephen Tvesifises
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