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Smith on Hunger Strike, 
Defies Administration 

President Issues Strong Rebuttal 
( S t a t e m e n t b y F r . H a a s ) 

P r o v i d e n c e C o l l e g e has b e e n 
e d u c a t i n g m e n f o r 48 y e a r s 
w i t h o u t any e v i d e n c e of h a r m 
to t h e i r p e r s o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
because o f the d i s c i p l i n e i m ­
posed . 

T h e r e g u l a t i o n s p e r t a i n i n g to 
a t t i r e a n d g r o o m i n g are sub ­
s t a n t i a l l y the s a m e t h a t o b t a i n 
i n the p r e s e n t d a y p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a n d b us i ness w o r l d w h e r e i n 
c o u r t e s y , s t y l e , o r d e r a n d n o r m s 
of c o n d u c t a re n e v e r the e n e m ­
ies of m a t u r e a n d f ree m e n . 
T h e d e l i b e r a t e m a i n t a i n a n c e of 
c i v i l i z e d f o r m a l i t i e s i n a n aca­
d e m i c i n s t i t u t i o n is p a r t o f the 
h i s t o r y o f h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i n 
the w e s t e r n w o r l d . 

W e l a m e n t the t r e a t m e n t of 
e v e r y - f a c t of l i f e as m e r e l y 
c a s u a l a n d i n t e n d to p r e s e r v e 
some s e m b l a n c e of good f o r m 
at P r o v i d e n c e C o l l e g e . W e s h a l l 
n o t be f o r c e d to c o n f o r m to 
the l owes t c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r 
of tas te b y i m m a t u r e e x h i b i ­
t i o n i s t s . 

F e w of the r e g u l a t i o n s at the 
c o l l e g e are c o n s i d e r e d so 
s a c r o s a n c t t h a t t h e y c a n n o t be 
r e v i s e d . I n the i n t e r e s t of 
c h a n g e a n d e n l i g h t e n m e n t , 

h o w e v e r , w e expec t s tudents to 
l i v e u p to the c o m m i t m e n t s 
w h i c h t h e y f r e e l y accepted b y 
e n r o l l m e n t . 

C o n t e m p t a n d the a r b i t r a r y 
r e j e c t i o n of r e g u l a t i o n s w o u l d 
s p e l l the e n d of any c i v i l i z e d 
e n t e r p r i s e , p r o f e s s i o n a l , p o l i t i ­
c a l , o r bus iness . 

M r . S m i t h has n o t been 
d e n i e d f ood s e r v i c e i n o u r d i n ­
i n g h a l l . H e was i n f o r m e d 
M o n d a y that h i s c o n t i n u e d at­
t e n d a n c e at the f o r m a l e v e n i n g 
m e a l w i t h o u t a h a i r c u t w o u l d 
be c o n s i d e r e d an act of con­
t empt . 

H e was n o t i f i e d las t M o n d a y 
e v e n i n g that he is to a p p e a r be­
fore the C o m m i t t e e o n D i s c i p ­
l i n e t h i s T h u r s d a y to e x p l a i n h is 
c o n t i n u e d r e f u s a l to observe 
co l l ege r e g u l a t i o n s . 

E v e n t h o u g h M r . S m i t h ha; , 
i n f o r m e d the co l l ege that he i n ­
tends to t r a n s f e r f r o m h e r e 
n e x t y e a r to a s c h o o l a b r o a d , 
w h e r e he says he has a l r e a d y 
been accepted , t h e co l l ege ad ­
m i n i s t r a t i o n n e v e r t h e l e s s fee ls 
that w h i l e he r e m a i n s h e r e he 
w i l l be sub jec t to the same 
r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s that the 
o t h e r s tudents are . 

Plea For Reason 
Gregory Smith, sophomore class 

president, has been told by the Rev. 
Walter J . Heath, O.P. , not to take meals 
in Raymond Hal l until he has cut his 
hair. In protest of this personal action 
by the Assistant Dean of Men, Smith 
and a number of his supporters have 
staged a boycott of the dining hall . 

Admittedly the tenor of the sit out 
was not as tasteful as possible, but that 
aside, Smith's action seems just. Critics 
say that his action was out of order and 
liable to severe penalty. On the other 
hand, we question the justness and rea­
sonableness of F r . Heath's action which 
precipitated the situation. F r . Heath 
made his decision as an individual 
rather than as a College official. 

A p a r t from the question of discip­
linary action against Smith is the ques­
tion of hair itself. Presumably this mat­
ter is under study by the appropriate 
committee. A n y recommendations for a 
change in the ruling on hair at this time 
would risk being discredited as mere 
emotionalism. However, enough has f i l ­
tered down to the student body to leave 
the impression that no rule is so 
sacrosanct that it cannot be changed. 
This should be considered in any judge­
ment made about Smith. To destroy a 
man's career for the sake of so tenuous 
a premise that long hair is unbecoming 
of a Providence College student would 
be unwarranted. Likewise, to deny a 
student the right to protest in the man­
ner that best befits the circumstances 
would be a gross injustice. 

Smiths Position 
On Controversy 

B y G R E G S M I T H 
A t the b e g i n n i n g of th is 

a c a d e m i c y e a r F r . H e a t h to ld 
me to get a h a i r c u t o r leave . I 
d i d . T w o m o n t h s ago M r . N e w ­
t o n t o l d me to get a h a i r c u t o r 
go before the b o a r d . I cut i t . 
T h r e e w e e k s ago F r . St . George 
t o ld me to get a h a i r c u t o r I 
w o u l d not rece ive any r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s f r o m the co l lege . I 
d i d . T h i s past M o n d a y F r . H e a t h 
t o l d me I c o u l d not e n t e r the 
d i n i n g h a l l u n t i l I h a d a h a i r ­
cut . I d i d not . 

B u t the l e n g t h of m y h a i r , o r 
a n y b o d y ' s f o r that m a t t e r , i s 
not the q u e s t i o n here . M u s t a 
p e r s o n c o n s t a n t l y bow before 
a r u l e that he feels is senseless , 
a n d that the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n is 
c h a n g i n g . I don ' t be l i eve so. 
I was n e v e r r a i s e d that way . B u t 
the s p i r i t of some people o n 
the c a m p u s seems to be that a 
r u l e is a r u l e , i m m u t a b l e , not 
to be b r o k e n , n e v e r to be de­
f i l e d , no m a t t e r h o w h a r m f u l 
the r u l e is . I protest . 

I protest th i s a t t i tude . I pro­
test the i n a b i l i t y of m e n to act 
l i k e m e n on this c a m p u s . I pro­
test the s t r o n g a r m po l i c i es of 
the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , I protest 
t h e i r r i g h t to t e l l me as a 
d i g n i f i e d h u m a n be ing , w h a t to 
w e a r a n d h o w to w e a r i t . I pro ­
test the ac t i on of F r . H e a t h , 
the a c t i o n w h i c h has not per ­
m i t t e d me to eat f o r over 48 
hours . 

B u t a m I r e a l l y p r o t e s t i n g , o r 
jus t e x c e r c i s i n g m y r i g h t s ? A m 
I r e a l l y d o i n g th i s as a p r i n c i ­
p l e , o r j u s t because I l i k e m y 
h a i r l ong? W o u l d anyone face 
e x p u l s i o n a n d the loss of S I , 5 5 0 
f o r two inches of h a i r ? W o u l d 
anyone be so pet ty as to put 
a s tudent out f o r two inches of 

h a i r ? These are the quest ions 
I've asked myse l f . 

F o r the past two years I have 
c o n s t a n t l y t r i e d to serve m y 
class , m y schoo l , and m y self re­
spect. B u t a p p a r e n t l y that has 
not been e n o u g h . T o d a y I w i l l 
face the d i s c i p l i n a r y board on a 
charge of d i sobed ience to a 
d i r e c t o r d e r . H a v e I i n fac t d is ­
obeyed anyone . H a v e I not re­
ce ived a h a i r c u t w h e n to ld? D o 
the charges s t em f r o m m y d is ­
obedience? 

T h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g m u c h 
deeper i n the mot ives of the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n b r i n g i n g me 
before the b o a r d . F o r the f i r s t 
t i m e a s tudent has s a i d , " I w i l l 
not serve fa lse g o d s " a n d i t is 
f o r th i s reason that I w i l l be 
t r i e d t o m o r r o w . B u t th i s t r i a l 
w i l l not be before m y peers , 
but before t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
W i l l I have a chance? 

T h e r e comes a t i m e , hope­
f u l l y , i n e v e r y man 's l i f e , w h e n 
he m u s t m a k e a choice between 
w h a t is easy but w r o n g , and 
d i f f i c u l t b u t r i g h t . I speak i n 
terms of r i g h t and w r o n g be­
cause that is w h a t I a m f a c i n g . 
I f i r m l y fee l that I a m i n the 
r i g h t , and that the oppress ive 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n is w r o n g i n forc ­
i n g o u t m o d e d ru les on any i n ­
d i v i d u a l . 

T h e ques t i on f i n a l l y comes 
to the fact that I have the d u t y 
to act i n the way I fee l is r i g h t . 
It w o u l d be m o r a l l y w r o n g f o r 
me to act i n any w a y b u t th is 
way . 

I w i l l eat aga in when the ad­
m i n i s t r a t i o n te l l s me that I may 
e n t e r R a y m o n d H a l l . I w i l l get 
m y h a i r cut o n l y i f m y f a t h e r 
asks it of me, because he is the 
o n l y m a n I k n o w who I love and 
respect . 

500 Demonstrate 
A h u n g e r s t r i k e a n d d e m o n ­

s t r a t i o n has been g o i n g on at 
the co l lege for the past two 
days l e d by G r e g o r y S m i t h , '69. 
The d e m o n s t r a t i o n s have been 
conduc ted to protest the R e v . 
W a l t e r J . Heath ' s r e f u s a l to a l ­
low J l r . S m i t h to e n t e r the d i n ­
ing h a l l u n t i l S m i t h got a h a i r ­
cut . A s a consequence M r . S m i t h 
began h is h u n g e r s t r i k e a n d w i l l 
c o n t i n u e it i n d e f i n i t e l y . 

T h e i n c i d e n t has r e c e i v e d 
large coverage i n the press, t e l ­
e v i s i o n a n d r a d i o throughout 
the N o r t h e a s t . T h e P r o v i d e n c e 
J o u r n a l r a n a f ront page s tory 
w i t h a n a c c o m p a n y i n g p i c t u r e 
on G r e g S m i t h ; W B Z , a Bos ton 
r a d i o s ta t i on , c a r r i e d the 
episode w i t h an added c o m m e n t 
of " n a u g h t y G r e g . " A l s o it has 
been r e p o r t e d that a N e w Y o r k 
n e w s p a p e r has made note of M r . 
S m i t h ' s protest . 

S m i t h , s h i e l d e d f r o m a l ight 
r a i n by a large poncho , sat on 
the f r on t steps of R a y m o n d H a l l 
Tuesday a f ternoon u n t i l 6 :00 ; he 
was a c c o m p a n i e d by about 25 
s tudents , most of w h o m s k i p p e d 
the e v e n i n g m e a l a long w i t h 
h i m . Some of the demonst ra tors 
took t h e i r cue f r o m other , 
l a r g e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n s by wear­
i n g da f f od i l s and protest bottons. 
A s i g n was d i s p l a y e d w h i c h 
c i t e d s u c h great m e n as Moses , 
C h r i s t , A q u i n a s , L i n c o l n , and 
E i n s t e i n h a v i n g l o n g h a i r , w i t h 
the a d d i t i o n " a n d so w i l l w e . " 

A l i t t l e be fore 5 :00 F T . H e a t h 
s topped b r i e f l y before the d e m ­
o n s t r a t i n g s tudents on h is way 
into the d i n i n g h a l l . T h e D e a n 
made the c o m m e n t when ques­
t i oned by the news m e d i a that 
he w o u l d m a k e " n o c o m m e n t " 
for s u c h a " l o w l e v e l cause . " 

Y e s t e r d a y , the protest g r e w 
i n size to about 500 w i t h a noisy 
c o u n t e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n by about 
15 s tudents . T h e a n t i - S m i t h fac­
t i o n dressed i n l e a t h e r jackets 
c a r r i e d s igns s ta t ing that they 
w o u l d not take a b a t h t i l l S m i t h 
got a h a i r cut . 

S m i t h p o i n t e d out the i n c o n ­
g r u i t y of h is s i t u a t i o n by stat­
i n g , " T h e y ' l l let m e go to class 
a n d a n y w h e r e else, but I can ' t 
eat here i n R a y m o n d H a l l . " 

M a n y o f the students s t a n d i n g 
i n f r on t of R a y m o n d H a l l w e r e 
m e r e l y c u r i o u s about w h a t was 
h a p p e n i n g , a n d some showed 
some s k e p t i c i s m as to the va lue 
of a controversy as supposed ly 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t as l o n g h a i r . A t 
one po int i n the d e m o n s t r a t i o n , 
f r u i t was t h r o w n d o w n at the 
protestors f r o m the r o o m s i n 
R a y m o n d H a l l . 

L a w r e n c e D o m i n i k , a f a c u l t y 
pre fect , expressed some of the 
a n t i - d e m o n s t r a t i o n f e e l i n g by 
s ta t ing , " T h e r e g u l a t i o n as 
stated is c o m p l e t e l y negot iab le 
a c c o r d i n g to F r . H a a s , but I 
don ' t t h i n k th is d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
is a v a l i d f o r m of negot ia ­
t i o n . " 


