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Shorthand

• Alphabet, Thomas Shelton’s 1641 
“Tachygraphy Manual”



Wigglesworth’s Shorthand Writing, fol. 30



Process of 
Deciphering



Transcription 
Excerpt (fol. 12)



Historical Significance

➔ Shedding light on Wigglesworth’s character

“December 22. Lord help me to preach for thee[.] Oh I delight in thy service help me to do it more. Lord assist 
me and accept me this day and bless thy word to my soul and unto others for the Lord’s sake” (fol. 22).

➔ Literary relevance: reflections on his writing process

“Octob[e]r 3. In the last day of the week which was the 2nd of Octob[er] the Lord was with me much for I 
wrote half the day and then studied a sermon and the Lord assisted me so much in that work and was with me 
in the public dispensations[,] giving me both strength of body and sweet breath blessed be his name” (fol. 33).

➔ A more nuanced perspective: self-awareness for sanctification

“Oh Lord in use help my vice and increase my faith that it may grow up to the reaches of full assurance that I 
may be filled with joy and peace in use and be continued by thy love” (fol. 35).
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