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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

JOURNAL OF THE
 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
 

Providence, Rhode Island January 11, 1965 

The Convention was called to order by Mr. Dennis J. Roberts, 
Chairman, at 2:03 P.M. 

The roll of delegates was called. There were 92 present, 8 absent. 
A quorum was present. 

Mr. Champion, recognized on a question of personal privilege, dis­
cussed the newspaper article relative to the rules of the Convention. 

The Secretary read the Journal of the previous session of the Con­
vention. On motion of Mr. Gallogly, seconded by Mr. Cote, the Journal 
was approved unanimously on a voice vote. 

Mr. Bizier, recognized on a question of personal privilege, dis­
cussed the newspaper article relative to the rules of the Convention. 

The Chairman discussed the newspaper article. 

The Chairman stated that he had extended an invitation to Mr. 
William H. Edwards, Chairman on the Commission on Revision of the Rhode 
Island Constitution, to address the Convention, and inquires if it is 
the desire of the Convention to hear Mr. Edwards. 

Mr. Doris suggested that Mr. Edwards be invited to address the 
Convention by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Doris suggested that the oath be administered to the delegates 
who had not earlier taken their oath. 

The Secretary administered the oath to the following delegates: 

A. Norman LaSalle of Warwick 
Arthur Merolla of Providence 
Domenic C. Canna of Bristol 
Orist D. Chaharyn of Woonsocket 

The Chairman appointed Mr. Gallogly, Mrs. Pulner and Mr. Bride 
as a committee to escort Mr. Edwards to the rostrum. 

Mr. Edwards is escorted to the Convention. Mr. Edwards addressed 
the Convention. The Chairman expressed the gratitude of the Convention 
to Mr. Edwards. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. Fanning of Cumberland for the Temporary Rules Committee reported 
proposed "Rules for the Rhode Island Constitutional Convention," as 
amended with reference to Rule 36 and Rule 50. 

Mr. Fanning of Cumberland seconded by Mr. Dolbashian, moved that 
the proposed rules be adopted as the permanent rules of the Convention. 

Mr. Champion discussed specific point.s in the rules reported by 
the Committee. 

Mr. Champion, seconded by Messrs. Cochran and Bizier, moved that 
the proposed rules reported by the Rules Committee be laid on the table 
for at least tow weeks. 

Mr. Gallogly discussed Mr. Champion's objections to the proposed 
rules. Mr. Cooney, recognized on a point of order, submitted that a 
motion to lay on the t.able is not debatable. 

The Chairman ruled that the point is well taken. 

Mr. DiLuglio suggested that, because Mr. Champion's motion is not 
specific as to time, the motion to lay on the table is out of order. 

Mr. Champion withdraws his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. Champion moved that the proposed rules as reported by the Rules 
Committee be laid on the table for one week. Mr. Cochran seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. DiLuglio submitted that, because there are no permanent rules~ 

the motion to lay on the table can be debated. The Chairman ruled that 
standard procedure provides that such a motion is not debatable. 

Mr. Fanning of Cumberland explained the procedure followed by the 
Temporary Rules Committee. Mr. Doris discussed procedure of the Temporary 
Rules Committee. 

Mr. Gallogly requested additional information on Mr. Champion's 
objections to the proposed rules. 

Mr. Bevilacqua suggested that a consideration of the proposed rules 
be made, rule by rule, 

Mr. Appolonia, seconded by Mr. Bizier, moved for a roll call vote. 
The motion prevailed on a voice vote. 
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The motion to lay the proposed rules of the Temporary Rules Committee 
on the table for one week failed at adoption as follows: 31 votes in the 
affirmative, 59 votes in the negative, 2 delegates present and not voting, 
and 8 delegates absent. 

Messrs. Cochran and Gallogly, Mrs. Foster, Messrs. Ricci, Fanning 
of Cumberland, Toolin, Cooney, and LaSalle, discussed procedure for 
consideration of the proposed rules. 

Mrs. Pulner moved that Mr. Fanning's motion for adoption of the 
rules be amended to a motion to consider the rules separately. Mr. Doris 
seconded the motion. Mr. Cooney discussed Mrs. Pulner's motion. Mrs. 
Pulner withdrew her motion. 

Mr. Fanning of Cumberland suggested that the motion be amended to 
provide that the rules be read by number and delegates record their 
objection as each rule number is read. The rules not objected would stand 
and those objected would then be considered in their numerical order. 

Mrs. Pulner moved that Mr o Fanning's motion be amended to read that 
the Secretary read the rules by number and note the objections of dele­
gates to the specific rule and the rules objected to be considered in 
their numerical order following the reading. Mr. Doris seconded the 
motion. 

The motion to amend Mr. Fanning's motion was adopted on a voice vote. 

Mr. Fanning's motion as amended prevailed on a voice vote. 

The Secretary read the rules by number, and objection was made to 
the following rules: 1, 3, 7a, 9, 9b, 9d, 12, 14, 21, 30, 31, 45, 46, 
50, 54, 56, 57, 61, 62, 65 and 67. 

Mr. Canna requested a recess of ten minutes. 

Mr. Beauchemin moved, seconded by Mr. Murphy of Warren, that the 
Convention be in recess for a period of ten minutes. The motion was 
adopted on a voice vote. 

The Convention recessed at 4:20 P.M. 

RECESS 

The Convention was then called to order by the Chairman at 4:41 P.M. 

Mr. Wexler and Mr. Fanning of Cumberland discussed Rule 1. 
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Mr. La Sa Ll.e discussed Rule 3 . .M.r . LaSalle moved that the fi rs t 
s e n tence o f Rule 3 be str icken . .Mr . Be auchemin seconded t h e motion . 
Mr. Fan n i ng of Cumber land e xpl a i n e d the r u l e and on voice vote t .he 
motion to s t r i k e fail ed a t adoption . 

Mr . Fon t a i n e d i scussed Rule 7a. Mr. Fanning of Cumbe rland explained 
t h e rule. Mr. LaS a lle withdrew h i s ob j e c t ion to Rule 9 . 

Mr . Wexler withdrew h is ob ject ion t o Rul e 9b. 

Mr . Wexler moved that the last l i n e of Rule 9d be amended to r e a d 
"dupl i c a t i on and distribution to delegat.es and interested p ersons . " 
Mr. Be auc h emi n seconded the motion. The motion was adopted on a v o i c e 
vo te . 

Mr . La Salle discussed Rule 1 2 . 

Mr . Chaharyn discussed Rul e 14 . Mr . Cooney explained the rule . 

Mr . Cannon withdrew his objection t o Rule 21 . 

Mr. Ch amp i on discussed Rule 30 with respect t o the function of t h e 
Committee of the Whol e . Mess rs . Fanning o f Cumb e r l a nd , Ga l l og l y , 
Be a uch emin and Coo ney , d i s cus s ed the f unction of the Committee of t .he 
Whole. Mr . Beauchemin moved that the words "the y e a s and nays shall no t 
be c a l led " be stricken from Rule 30. Mr . Tool in seconded the mot ion. 
Me s s r s. Co ch r an and Cooney d i s c u s s e d the provis ion. The motion to s trike 
fai led of adopt ion on a v o i c e vo t e . 

Mr. Go r h am of Foster moved that Rule 31 be amended by i .nsert ing i n 
the order of business af t .er the item !! 3. Roll call . II as an order of 
business and item "4. Reading and correcting of journal ." and by 
renumbering the subsequent items in t h e order of business in consecutl ve 
s equence . Mr. Corcoran seconded the motion . The mot ion wa s adopted on 
a vo i c e v o t e . 

Messrs. Ch amp i on and Cooney d iscussed Rule 45. 

Me s srs. Be a u ch emi n and Fanning of Cumberland d i s cus s e d Rule 46 . 

Me s srs . Ri c c i , Fanning of Cumberla nd , Cooney, Gal logly and Beauchemin 
discussed Rule 50 . Mr. Be a uchemin moved that Ru l e 50 be referred back 
to the Temporary Rules Committee for furth er conside ration. Mr. Ga llog l y 
seconded the motion. Mrs . Pulner discussed the motion . The motion 
fai led of adoption on a vo i c e vote. 

Mr . Champion d iscussed Rule 54 . 

Messrs. Ch amp i on , F'anning of Cumberland an d Do r i s d iscussed Ru l e 56 . 
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Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Parrillo, moved that Rule 57 be stricken 
from the proposed rules. Mr. Foster withdrew his mot ion. 

Mr. DiLuglio, seconded by Mr. Chaharyn, moved that Rule 57 be 
stricken. Messrs. Fanning of Cumberland and Cooney discussed the rule. 
Mr. DiLuglio withdrew his motion. 

Messrs. Champion and Fanning of Cumberland discussed Ru le 61. 

Messrs. Champion and Cooney discussed Rule 62. 

Messrs. LaSalle and Fanning of Cumberland discussed Rule 65. Mr. 
Beauchemin, seconded by Mr. LaSalle, moved that Rule 65 be referred 
back to the Temporary Rules Committee for further consideration. The 
motion failed of adoption on a voice vote. 

Mr. LaSalle withdrew his objection to Rule 67. 

Mr. Corcoran moved that the proposed rules as amended be adopted 
as the rules of the Convention. Messrs. Murphy of Tiverton, Dolbashian, 
Cochran, Beauchemin, Chaharyn and Manning seconded the motion. The 
motion was adopted on a voice vote. 

ORGANIZATION 

The Chairman declared that the election of a First Vice-Chairman 
and a Second Vice-Chairman was in order. 

Mr. Stapleton nominated Mr. Robert F. Pickard to be First Vice­
Chairman, Mr. Greenhalgh seconded the nomination. 

Mr. Gallogly nominated Mr. David D. Warren for First Vice-Chairman. 
Messrs. Canna, Wexler and Principe seconded the nomination. 

Mr. DiLuglio, seconded by Mr. Bissonnette, moved that the nominations 
for First Vice-Chairman be closed. The motion was adopted on a voice vote. 

Mr. Beauchemin requested a roll call vote on the election of a 
First Vice-Chairman. 

On a roll call vote the results were as follows: Mr. Pickard, 
24 votes; Mr. Warren, 58 votes; 2 delegates not voting and 16 delegates 
absent. 

Mr. Pickard moved that the election of Mr. Warren as First Vice­
Chairman be made unanimous. Mrs. LaCroix seconded the motion. The 
motion was adopted on a voice vote. 

Mr. Warren was declared elected as First Vice-Chairman unanimously. 
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Th e 'e l e c t I on of a Second Vi c e-Ch ai rm a n was decla r ed to b e in order . 

.Mr. Stapleton nomin ated Mr . Pi cka r d t o b e Second Vi c e -Ch a i rm a n . 
Messrs. Greenhal gh , Matzner , Br i de, Gal l o g l y , Co r c o r a n , Wexler and Do l ­
basian s e cond e d the nom i nat i on . 

Mr. Baccar i nominated Mr . Thomas R. Di Lug l i o to b e Second Vice~ 

Chairman. Mes s r s. Ch ah aryn , Be a uch emi n and Gia ng i a como seconded t,he 
nominat i on. 

Mr . Co t .e moved t .hat. nomi n a t i on s f o r Se c ond v i c e - Cha i r ma n b e clos ed. 
Mr. Bi s s on ne t e se c ond e d t .h e mot i o n . Th e mot i o n was a dop t e d on a v o i c e 
vote . 

On a roll call v o t e Mr. DiLug lio had 37 v o t e s, Mr . Pick a r d 4 3 
v ote s and 20 dele g ates we re ab sent . 

Th e Chairman r ule d t h at Ru l e 4 p r ov i de s th at the Se cond Vice ­
Chairman be elected by a ma jor i ty of the deleg ates and th a t Ru l e 66 
states that a major i t y o f t h e delegates shall me a n at l e ast 51 v o t e s , 
and that the refo r e n e ithe r cand i d a t e h i n g 51 vo t es ne i the r Mr . Di Luglio 
no r Mr. Pic k a r d wa s e l e c t e d Sec o nd Vic e-Chai r ma n . 

MOTI ONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Mr.. Co on e y pre s e n t e d Resolu t ion No . 1 "Resolu t i on on the Admin i s ­
t r a tion o f the Convent ion " . Th e Resolut i on wa s read. Mr . Cooney, 
seconded b y Mr. Bride , moved t ha t the Re s o l u t. i on b e adop t ed. Th e mo t ion 
was adopted on a vo i c e vote. 

Mr. Bride presented Resolu t ion No. 2 "Re s o l u t i on e x t e nding an i nv i ­
tat ion to the Attorney Ge n e r a l to a ddress the Con v e n t i on" . Th e Resolu­
tion was read. Mr . Do r i s , seconded b y Me s s r s . Co ch r n , Wren n and Foster , 
mov ed that t he Resolu t ion b e a dop t e d. Th e mot ion was adopted on a v o ice 
v o te . 

Mr. Pickard p re sented Re s o l u ti on No. 3 "Re s o l u t l on authorizing the 
Chairman of the Convention t o arrange f or I n o c at i on s . " Th e Resolution 
was read . Mr. Fos t e r , sec onde d by Mes s r s . Beaucheml n and Co t e , moved 
that the Re solution be adopted. Th e motio n wa s adopte d on a voice vote. 

ADJ OURNMENT 

Mr. Doris, seconde d by Mr. Co ch r a n, moved th a t th e Co nv e n t ' on ad­
journ un t .il Thur sday , J a n u a r y 14, 196 5, at 2 ~ 30 P oM . i n t h e St a t e .Audi­
t orium in the Veterans \ Memo r ia l Bu i l d ing . Th e motion pas s e d on a voice 
vote, and at 6 :41 P . M. the Conve n t i on adjou rned to meet on Thu r s d a y , 
January 1 4 , 1965 at. 2 ~ 30 P eM. i n the St a t e Audito r i um, Vete r a n s' Memo ­
rial Building. 

Augus t P . LaFra n c e 
Secretar y , Cons t itution a l Convent ion 
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