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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

JOURNAL OF THE
 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
 
J une 21, 1965Providence , Rhode Island 

The convention was c a l l e d to o rder by Mr. Dennis J. Roberts, 
Chairman , at 2 : 1 5 P oMo 

INVOCATION 

The Chairman presented Re v . Daniel L. Ward, O.M oI. of 
Pawtucket , f o r t .h e pu r pos e of givi ng t he Invoca tion. The 
Invocation was given. 

On suggestion of Mr . Fos te r , the delegates extended Re v. 
Daniel L. Ward , O.M o T. , a r is ing vo t e of appreciation for his 
kindness in giv ing the I nvo c a t i on . 

The roll of delegates was called; there were 62 present, 
37 absent. A quo r um was present. 

Absentees were Ml. s . Ba r be r , Me s s r s . Belhumeur, Be vi lacqua , 
Bissonnette , Br l de , Ca nn a , Ch ah a r yn , Coleman , Cun n i ngh am, Delehanty, 
DeCiantis, Dy l , Dodge, Fann ing of Cumberland , Fanning of Providence, 
Gallagher , Ga l l o g ly , Ga tes , Gigu e r e , Gorham o f Sc i t uate , Greenhalgh, 
Mrs. Hager, Messrs. J 'ordan , Ka g a n , Ki e r na n, Lallo, Mrs . Lamb r o s , 
Messrs. LaSal l e , Martin , McCabe , McGrath, Merolla , Mulligan, 
Murphy of Cove n t r y , Pa r r i l l o " SaoBento and Stapleton. 

The names of t h e ab aerrt.ee s were called. 

On mot ion of Mr. Ca n non, seconded by Messrs. Cote and Cochran, 
the r eading o f t.he J o u r n a l o f t h e pre vious day was dispensed , on 
a v o i c e v o t e . 

INTRODUCTI ON OF PROPOSALS 

The Ch a irma n announced rece ipt of t h e following p roposals: 

Proposal No . 160 o ffere d by Mr. Roberts, entitled "It.em Ve t o " . 
The proposal was r e a d by title and referred to the Committee on 
the Execu t i ve Department. 

Proposal No . 1 61 o ffere d by Mr. Roberts , entitled "Expendi­
tures" . The p r op o s a l was read by t.i. t. L e and referred to the 
Committee on t h e Execu t i v e Department. 
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_Propos a l No . 1 6 2 offered by Mr. Roberts, entitled "Executive 
Budget /f . Th e prop o sal was read by title and referred to the 
Committee on the Ex e c utive Dep a rtment. 

Erop os a 1 No . 1 6 3 offered by M.r. Roberts, ent.i t.Led "Appropr i ­
ation Bills ". Th e p r op o s a l was re a d by title and referred to 
the Commi t t ee on Le g i s l at i v e Department. 

Prop osal No . 164 offered by Mr. Roberts, entitled "Special 
Appropr ia t i o n s ", Th e p r opos a l was read by title and referred to 
the Commi tte e o n Leg i slative Department. 

prop osal _ro o 1 6 5 offe red by Mr. Roberts, entitled "Legislative 
Audito r " . The proposal was read by title and referred to the 
Committee o n Leg l s lative De p a r tme n t . 

Pr o p o s a l No. 1 6 6 offer ed by Mr. Manning, entitled "Judicial 
Powe r ". Th e prop o sa l wa s re a d by title and referred to the Committee 
on Judiciary. 

p r opo s a l No . 16 7. offered by Mr. Manning 9 enti tIed "Judicial 
Power ". The p r op o s a l was read by title and referred to the Committee 
on Judici a ry. 

Prop os al No . 1 0 01 1 offered by a qualified elector, James L. 
Sweeney, of Providenc e. The proposal was referred to the Committee 
on Rules and Credentials. 

Proposal No . 1001 2 offered by a qualified elector, Martin 
Malinou of Providence. The proposal was referred to the Committeeg 

on Rules and Credentials. 

GENERAL ORDERS 

On motion of Mr. Warren, seconded by Messrs. Cochran and 
Dolbashian, the Convention lesolved into a Committee of the Whole 
upon the General Orders of the Day, on a voice vote. 

(For Journal of the Committee of the Whole, see appendix, 
this Journal.) 

Upon the ris ing of the Committee of the Whole, the Chairman 
again called the Co nventi on to orde r . 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 4 :15 P . Mo, on motion of Mrs. Foster, seconded by Messrs. 
DiSandro, Murphy of Tiverton, Toolin, McKiernan and Sherry, the 
Convention adjourned to meet on Monday, July 19, 1965 at 2:00 P.M. 
in the Chamber of the House of Representatives on a voice vote. 

August P. LaFrance, Secretary 
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A P PEN D I X 

Journal o f the Committee o f the Who ~~ 

Upon the res o l v i ng of the Convention into a Committee of 
the Whole , the Ch a irman c al l e d the Committee of the Whole to order. 

GENERAL ORDERS 

The Committee of the Whole proceeded to consider and act 
upon	 the Genera l Orders of the Day. 

Proposal No . 10 ;'Ac ting Governor ,. 

(rrhe Committee on the Executive Department does not recommend.) 

The prop o s a l was read. The Chairman ruled that the proposal 
does not contain more than one section. 

On suqqe s t.Lon of Mr . Murray , b y unanimous consen t , Proposal No. 
10 was ordered t .o be placed on the calendar of General Orders 
following Pr oposal No. 11 . 

Prop~al No . 28 "Distribution of Powers" 

(The	 Committee on the Executive Department recommends o ) 

The proposal was read. Mr. Cooney, seconded by Messrs. Vacca, 
DiLuglio , Wrenn , Cochran and Beauchemin moved that the recommenda­
tion of the committee be adopted and that the proposal be recommen­
ded to the Convention for adoption. Messrs. Cooney and Cochran and 
Mme. Foster and Pulner discussed the proposal. 

The motion p r e v a i l e d on a division vo t e ; 58 delegates v o t i n g 
In the affirmat i ve; 0 d e l e g a t e s v o ting in the negative. 

Proposal No . l~ "Executive Department" 

(The	 Committee on the Executive Department does not recommend.) 

The proposal was read. 

Mr. Murray and Mrs. Webster discussed whether in accordance 
with Ru l e 27, each paragraph of t h e proposal should be cons idered 
a section and read . debated and acted upon separately. The chair­
man ruled that each par3graph would be so considered. The first 
paragraph was read. 

Mr. Murray moved that the recommendation of the committee be 
not adopted. Messrs. Mur ray and DiLuglio discussed the motion. 
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APPENDIX - J ou r n a l of the Comm. of the Whole 

Mr. Mat zner , rec ognized on a point of order, submitted that 
discussion was out of order because Mr. Murray's motion had not 
been seconded. 

'I'he Chairman ru led that Rule 30 provided for observation of 
the Rules of the Conv e n t i on in the committee of the Whole and that 
therefore a sec ond was requ ired for each motion. 

Mr. Doris seconded the motion. Mrs. Foster, Mr. LaPorte and 
Mrs. Webster discussed the motion. 

Mr. Puc c i, recognized on a point of order, submitted that the 
Committee of the Who le is no t b ound by rules of procedure as in 
Convention. The Cha irman ruled that the Rules of the Convention, 
by Rule 30, r e qu i r e d that , so far as they may be applicable, the 
rules of the Convention be observed in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. App o l on i a recogni zed on a point of order requested a 
ruling on th e vote required on the motion. 

The Chairman ruled that because Rule 30 provides that in 
the Committee of t.he Whole the vote of a majority of the Committee 
shall govern its action except as otherwise provided, Mr. Murray's 
motion and every mot ion t aking action on a proposal would require 
51 votes. 

The motion did not prevail on a division vote7 one member 
voting in the affirmative7 54 delegates voting in the negative. 

Mr. Dolbashian sec onded by Mr. Cochran, moved that the 
recommendation of the Commit t e e be adopted as to the first paragraph. 

Mr. Doris inquired on the procedure for acting on the committee 
recommendation. The Chairman ruled that Rule 27 required that 
each section be read, debated and acted upon. 

Mr. Dolbashian, Mrs. Pulner and Messrs. Pickard and Appolonia 
discussed the motion. Mr. Di ~uglio, seconded by Mr. Murphy of 
Tiverton, moved that Mr. Dolbashian's motion be amended to read as 
follows: 

"I move that the Committee of the Whole reject paragraph one 
of Proposal 11." 

Mr. Dolbashian discussed the motion. 

Mr. Corcor an inquired i f the committee report could be considered 
a motion for its adopt ion. Mr. Pickard .. Mrs. Webster and Mr . Dolbashian 
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APPEND IX - ~ou~~a l of the Comm . of the Whole 

discussed the effec t of committee rep o r t s . 

Mess rs . Fon ta i n e , Bi zle r . Dor15 : Cannon a n d Fos ter seconded 
Mr . Di Lug l i o' s mot l on. On a d iv i s ion vote, the motion to amend 
prevailed ; 54 de leg a t e s vot i ng in the affirmative ; 2 delegates 
voting in the ne g -tive. 

Mr. Do lbash i n 's moti o n , as ame nde d , preva i l e d and the first 
paragraph of Proposal 11 was r e j e c t e d and recommended for reject.ion 
by the Convention o n a divis ion vote ; 58 delegates voting in the 
affirmative; 2 del e g ates vot i ng i n the n e g a t i ve. 

The sec o n d p a r g raph of the prop os a l was r e a d . 

Mrs. W bs te r . sec o nded b y ~essrs . Cochran , Viall t Wrenn , 
Appolonia, Fon t a i n e , and Bi z i e r , moved that the second p a ragraph 
not be a p p r ov e d a n d t hat s uch r e comme ndation b e made t.o t.he 
Convention. 

Mr. Mu r r a y , Mr s . Web s t e r ~r . picka rd and Mr . Vac c a discussed 
the motion . Mr . Va c ca mo v e d tha t the motlon be layed on the table . 
Mr . Dor i s dis cu s s ed the pa r a q r a ph , The Ch airma n commented on the 
discuss ion of the delegates a n d on Mr. Vacca's motion . Mr . Vacca 
withdrew his motio n . Mr. Gammino !V1rs . F'os t .e r , Messrs . Murray, 
Warren, Di Lu g l i o and Co r c o r an dis c u ssed the motion . 

On a div ision vote the mot l o n did not prevail ; 49 delegates 
voting i n the a f f a rme t i.ve : 4 de legates vot ing in the nega t .ive . 

Mr. Pucc i. submitt.ed that. a majo r ity of those present and 
voting having v o t e d in t h e af f i rmat i ve , the motion had prevailed. 
The Chai rman ruled that RuL e 30 r e qu i red a majo:city of the f u l l 
Committe e of the Who l e r·a t h e r t h a n o f those p r e sent and voting . 
Mrs. Webster . s e cond ed by Mr . DiLugli o, moved that the motion 
be recons idered . Th e motion t o reconside r prevailed on a v o i c e 
vote. 

On reconsld~rat i on the motion p reva iled on a d i vision vote; 
55 deleg at.es vo t i.nq in the a f fl rma t i ve; 2 deleg ates votin g .i n 
the negat l v e. 

The third p a r ag r a p h of the proposal was read . .Mr s . webster, 
seconded by Messrs . Wa r r e n, Mc Kie . nan. Pr ince, Wrenn ; Viall and 
Cote mov ed that t he th r-d pa r a g r ap h be not appr oved and t h a t 
such recommendation be made to the Co nvention . 
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APPENDIX - Journal of the Comm. of the Whole 

Messrs. Murray and Nathanson discussed the motion. 

On a division vote the motion prevailed7 51 delegates voting 
in the affirrnative7 4 delegates voting in the negative. 

Proposal No. 10 "Acting Governor" 

(The Committee on the Executive Department does not recoITIDend.) 

On suggestion of Mr o Murray , by unanimous consent, further 
reading of the proposal was dispensed. Mr. Fontaine, seconded 
by Messrs. Murphy of Tiverton, Warren, Cannon, DiLuglio, McKiernan, 
Sherry, Prince, Wrenn, Cote, and t .he Mrnes. Foster and Capuano, 
moved that the Committee of the Whole recommend rejection of 
the proposal. 

On a division vote the motion prevailed7 54 delegates voting 
in the affirrnative7 1 delegate voting in the negative. 

Mr. Warren , seconded by Mrs. Foster and Mr. Cochran , moved 
that the Committee of the Whole rise. The motion prevailed on a 
voice vote. 

August P. LaFrance 
Secretary 

Constitutional Convention 
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