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M o t h e r ’ s  D a y

H E R E  i s  a  s m i l e  t h a t  s t e a l s  t h e  s i g h  f r o m  a n g u i s h e d  l i p s  a n d  

l u m i n a t e s  t h e  w e a r i e d  b r o w  o f  m o t h e r h o o d .  I n  i t  a r e  t h e  b e a m s  

o f  p a t i e n c e ,  w h i c h  s h i n e  o u t ,  f r o m  c h e e k  a n d  e y e  o f  R a c h e l  a n d  

o f  N i o b e .  T h e y  d o  n o t  m a k e  t h e  h e a r t a c h e  l e s s  a p p a r e n t ,  t h e  s h i n i n g  

t e a r d r o p  m o r e  i n v i s i b l e ,  b u t  i n t o  b o t h  t h e r e  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t h e  b e a u t y  t h a t  

i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I n f i n i t e l y  m o r e  a e s t h e t i c  i s  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  m o r e  

l o v e l y ,  m o r e  g l o r i o u s ,  t h e n  a l l  t h e  a r t  o f  u n d r a p e d  s o r r o w ,  p a i n  a n d  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  p o e t ’ s  r h y m e ,  s u n g  i n  t h e  v o i c e l e s s  

m i n s t r e l s y  o f  c a n v a s ,  o r  w e l l i n g  f o r t h  u p o n  t h e  b r e a t h  o f  m a n y  a n  o l d  

p h i l o s o p h y .

T h e  n e w e r  a g e  i s  q u i c k  t o  l o o k ,  w i t h o u t  r e f l e c t i o n ,  u p o n  t h e  

t h r o b  o f  a n  e m o t i o n  a n d  g l a d  t o  c a l l  a l l  s e n t i m e n t a l  u t t e r a n c e s  t h e  n o t e  

o f  m o u l d e r e d ,  m a u d l i n  s t r i n g s .  S t i l l  t h e y  h e s i t a t e  s o  t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  w h e r e i n  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  M o t h e r ’ s  D a y  b e l o n g s .  T h e y  m u s t  

a n d  d o  r e m e m b e r  h o w  l o n g  t h i s  i d e a l  h a s  b e e n  c h e r i s h e d  a n d  h o w  

s t r o n g  i t  l i v e s  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  t o d a y .  C e r t a i n l y  o n c e  a g a i n  t h e  i d e a l  h a s  

o u t l i v e d ,  o u t w o r n  t h e  m a n t l e  o f  r e a l i t y .  A n d  t h e  a c t u a l i t y  n o w  i s  

c l o a k e d  i n  t h e  g o r g e o u s  h u e s  o f  s o m e  a d m i r i n g  s o n g s t e r ’ s  p r a i s e  w h i c h ,  

h a c k n e y e d  t o m o r r o w ,  w i l l  b e  c a s t  a s i d e ,  l i k e  a  f a i r  w r a p  w o r n  b y  a  

l o v e l y  l a d y  f o r  a n  e v e n i n g  a n d  t h r o w n  a w a y  f o r  a n o t h e r ,  l e s s  e x -  

p r e s s i o n a b l e  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  h a v i n g  r o u n d  a b o u t  i t  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  

n o v e l .  I  t h i n k  w e  f i n d  i n  l o o k i n g  o v e r  s o m e  s u c h  h a l f - f o r g o t t e n  r a i m e n t ,  

b e a u t y  s u b l i m e  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e o n  o f  M o n t g o m e r y ' s :

“ A  M o t h e r ’ s  l o v e — h o w  s w e e t  t h e  n a m e  

w  h a t  i s  a  M o t h e r ’ s  l o v e ?

A  n o b l e ,  p u r e  a n d  t e n d e r  f l a m e  

E l n k i n d l e d  f r o m  a b o v e ,

T o  b l e s s  a  h e a r t  o f  e a r t h l y  m o u l dw

T h e  w a r m e s t  l o v e  t h a t  c a n  g r o w  c o l d  

T h i s  i s  a  M o t h e r ’ s  l o v e . ”
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W h e n  t h e n  s p r i n g  c o m e s  b a c k ,  w h e n  i t  m a k e s  g r e e n  t h e  l i t t l e  

p a t c h  o f  t u r f ,  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g l i m p s e  t h e  s u n ,  i n  t h e  b a c k y a r d  o f  t h e  

r o a r i n g  c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e n  i t  u n f o l d s  t h e  l i l a c  w h i c h  b l o o m s  b e f o r e  

t h e  d e s e r t e d  N e w  E n g l a n d  f a r m h o u s e  i n  l a v i s h  l o v e l i n e s s ,  i s n ’ t  i t  

n a t u r a l  f o r  u s  t o  s e t  a s i d e  a  d a y  f o r  M o t h e r ?  T h i s  i s  a  H o l y - d a y  a n d  

n o t  a  h o l i d a y .  H o l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  M o t h e r h o o d  

c o m e s  f r o m  s a n c t i t y  a n d  t h r u  t h a t  s a n c t i t y  w e  a l w a y s  t u r n  t o  t h e  

e p i t o m e  o f  a l l  M o t h e r h o o d ,  w i t h  t h e  w h i s p e r e d  r e v e r e n c e  o n  o u r  l i p s  

o f  “ A v e  M a r i a . ’

S o  t h e  s i g n  y o u  w e a r  i s  a  s y m b o l  a n d  t h e  s y m b o l  m a y  b e  a  r o s e  

b u t  t h e  h e a r t  h a s  a  b l o s s o m  o f  m e m o r y  w h i c h  e n d u r e s  w h e n  t h e s e  

f l o w e r y  p e t a l s  f a l l  f r o m  y o u r  l a p e l  a n d  m i n g l e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  l e a v e s  o f  

l i f e ’ s  p e c u l i a r  b o o k .  M a k e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  b l o o m  w i t h i n  y o u r  h e a r t  u n d y i n g  

a n d  y o u r  l o v e  t h e  s u n l i g h t  o f  a f f e c t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  i t  g r e a t e r  

w a r m t h  a n d  d e e p e r  d y e  d o w n  e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  s e a s o n .

T h i s  d a y  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  f e w  i n  w h i c h  a l l  o u r  p e o p l e  u n i t e  t o  p a y  

r e s p e c t e d  h o m a g e .  T h e  c o t t e r  a n d  t h e  m a n s i o n  o w n e r  o f f e r  t h e i r  w o r d s  

o f  b l e s s i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  h e a r t s  w h i c h  l o v e  a s  w e l l  t h e  v i o l e t  a s  t h e  

o r c h i d .  T h e r e  i s  n o  c a s t e ,  n o  p r e j u d i c e  w h a t s o e v e r  o n  t h i s  d a y .  

H o r i z o n s  v a n i s h  a n d  t h e  s o n s  o f  m e n  b o w  d o w n ,  l i k e  p r a i r i e  g r a s s  

b e f o r e  t h e  w i n d s ,  i n  h u m b l e  g r a t i t u d e .  T h e  p a l a t i a l  d r a w i n g  r o o m  a n d  

t h e  s i m p l e  f l o w e r i n g  d o o r y a r d  b e c o m e  e a c h  a  t e m p l e  o f  p r a i s e .  T h e  

s i l k e n  c o r d ,  t h e  g o l d e n  m e m o r y ,  t h e  h u s h  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  s i l e n c e  a n d  

t h e  s o f t e n e d  l i g h t  o f  d a y  a r e  a l l  a r o u n d .  I n t o  t h e  t e m p l e  t h e  s u n  r a y s  

c o m e  a n d  t r a c e  u p o n  t h e  i n c e n s e - l a d e n  a i r  i n  g o l d :  “ E t  n o m i n i  t u i  d a  

g l o r i a m . "

N o r  d o  w e  h o n o u r  t h i s  d a y ,  a l o n e  t h e  l i v i n g  b u t  i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  a  

n a t i o n a l  t r i b u t e  w e  t u r n  t o  t h e  l o v e l y  o n e s  w h o  s l e e p .  F o r  e a c h ,  p l e a s e  

G o d ,  s o m e  h e a r t  w a f t s  u p  a  p r a y e r  t o  t h e  S o n  o f  H o l y  M o t h e r ,  s o m e  

m i n d  l o o k s  b a c k  a n d  o f f e r s  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  u n s t i n t i n g l y  m a d e ,  

m u r m u r i n g  t h e  w h i l e  w i t h  t h e  b l i n d  p o e t ,  H a w k s :

“ A n d  i f  C h r i s t ’ s  c r o w n  s h i n e s  n o t  a b o v e  h e r  c r o s s  

T h e n  a l l  i s  l o s s — i m m e a s u r a b l e  l o s s . "



A u t h o r s  I  H a v e  R e a d

T  S E E M S  t o  b e  a  u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  

r e g a r d  t h e  c l a s s i c  a u t h o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a n c i e n t  o n e s ,  w i t h  v e r y  

g r e a t  a n t i p a t h y .  T h i s  i s  m o s t  l i k e l y  c a u s e d  b y  a  v e r y  h u m a n  

d i s l i k e  f o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  d o .  S t u d e n t s  l o o k  u p o n  

t h e i r  t e x t s  a s  m e r e l y  s o  m a n y  h o u r s  m o r e  w o r k ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  f a i l  

t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  r e a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  t h e  l e s s o n  t a u g h t  b y  h i m .  

T h e y  a r e  r a t h e r  e n g a g e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  t e n s e  o f  t h i s  w o r d ,  a n d  t h e  

d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h a t  w o r d .  A t  l e a s t ,  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  m y  f e e l i n g s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  o u r  v e n e r a b l e  s c h o l a r s ,  a n d  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m y  

c l a s s m a t e s  I  f i n d  t h a t  t h e y  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  t a k e  t h e  s a m e  a t t i t u d e .

T h e  b o o k s  t h a t  I  h a v e  r e a l l y  l i k e d ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  m o s t  o t h e r  

s t u d e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  p e r u s e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  o r  s o m e t i m e s  i n  t h e  

c l a s s r o o m ,  w h i l e  s u p p o s e d l y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  s o m e  l o n g ,  d r a w n - o u t  e x p l a n a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  v a l u e s  o f  x  a n d  y .  I n  m y  y o u n g e r  d a y s  ( I  h a v e  

d o u b t s  a b o u t  m y  r i g h t  t o  u s e  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n )  m y  f a v o r i t e s  w e r e  t h e  

d i m e  n o v e l s  a n d  W e s t e r n  t h r i l l e r s  t h a t  d e l i g h t  e v e r y  u r c h i n ’ s  h e a r t .  A s  

I  a d v a n c e d  i n  a g e  a n d  w i s d o m  ( ? ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  c o m p a n i o n s  o f  

b o y h o o d  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  a  m o r e  r e f i n e d  t y p e  o f  r e a d i n g  t o o k  t h e i r  

p l a c e .  B u t  t h e s e  l a t e r  b o o k s  s t i l l  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  g e r m  o f  a d v e n t u r e  a n d  

r o m a n c e ,  f o r  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  

k i n d .  T h u s  I  b e c a m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  W r e n ,  C o n r a d ,  T w a i n ,  S c o t t ,  

D i c k e n s .  L e n g t h y  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a n d  v o l u m i n o u s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b o o k s  

w e r e  n o t ,  a n d  s t i l l  a r e  n o t ,  t o  m y  l i k i n g ,  a n d  I  l e f t  t h e s e  t o  t h e  m o r e  

s t u d i o u s l y  i n c l i n e d  o f  m y  b r e t h r e n .  T h e  q u i c k  a c t i o n  o f  f i c t i o n  i m ­

p r e s s e s  m e  m o r e  f a v o r a b l y  t h a n  t h e  m e t h o d i c a l  a n d  c a l c u l a t i n g  s t y l e  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  b o o k s .

I  h a v e  o f t e n  h e a r d  d i s c u s s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  a n  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r s o n a l i t y  

b e i n g  f e l t  i n  h i s  w o r k s ;  b u t ,  w h e n  I  t a k e  a  b o o k  i n  h a n d ,  t h e  w r i t e r  

f a d e s  i n t o  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  s t o r y  r e m a i n  

b e f o r e  m y  e y e s .  C r i t i c i s m  o f  a n y  b o o k  r a r e l y  e n t e r s  i n t o  m y  t h o u g h t s ;  

i n s t e a d  I ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  l i v e  a g a i n  i n  t h e  t i m e  a n d  s e t t i n g  r e c o u n t e d  b y  t h e
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n a r r a t i v e .  F o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  r e a d i n g  I  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  s u c h  a  p a r t i a l i t y  

t h a t  I  r e a d  e v e n  a t  m e a l s ,  a  v e r y  b a d  h a b i t ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  b u t  a  p l e a s a n t  

o n e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  T h o u g h  o n e  c o u l d  n o t  e x a c t l y  c a l l  m e  a  b o o k w o r m ,  

y e t  m y  a p p e t i t e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  v o r a c i o u s  e n o u g h  t o  e x c e e d  a n y  n o r m a l  

m a n ’ s .  H o w e v e r ,  I  c a n n o t  v e r y  w e l l  i n t e r e s t  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  k i n d  o f  

  r e a d i n g  t u r n e d  o u t  i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  v o l u m e s  b y  o u r  m o d e m  m a g a z i n e s .  

T h i s  t y p e  j u s t  d o e s n ’ t  s e e m  t o  “ c l i c k ”  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  a l l  r i g h t  

f o r  l o v e - s i c k ,  s e n t i m e n t a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i t  i s  f a r  s u r p a s s e d  b y  t h e  v i r i l e ,  

c l e a n - c u t  a d v e n t u r e  a n d  r o m a n c e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  p a s t  n o v e l i s t s .  G i v e  m e  

t h e  k i n d  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  b l o o d  t i n g l e  i n  o n e ’ s  v e i n s ,  a n d  c a r r i e s  o n e  

a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s o r d i d n e s s ,  c o n g e s t i o n ,  a n d  d e a f e n i n g  c l a t t e r  o f  t h e  

m e t r o p o l i s .  I t  i s  g o o d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  m a d  r u s h  o f  t h e  c i t y  s o m e t i m e s  a n d  

t o  w i t h d r a w  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  a  b r e a t h  o f  f r e s h  a i r ;  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  g o o d  

a  s e n s a t i o n  t o  r e a d  a  g o o d  n o v e l .



I  W e s  M a d

T  W A S  s t r a n g e ,  a l l  s t r a n g e .  Y e s ,  a n d  a s  I  r e c a l l  i t  n o w ,  i t  

w a s  v e r y  s t r a n g e ;  n o t h i n g  l i k e  i t  h a d  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  b e ­

f o r e .  I  w a s  t i r e d ,  f o r  I  h a d  r e t i r e d  r a t h e r  l a t e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

n i g h t ,  a n d  I  w a l k e d  a s  o n e  i n  a  s t u p o r .  I  h a r d l y  h e a r d  t h e  w e a r y  

p r o f e s s o r s  a s  t h e y  i n t o n e d  t h e i r  d a i l y  o f f i c e ;  I  h a d  a  w i l d  n o t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  T h e  d a y  d r a g g e d  d i s m a l l y  f o r  m e ,  w h o  h a l f - a s l e e p  a s  

I  w a s ,  w a s  h a r d l y  a w a r e  o f  w h a t  w e n t  o n  a r o u n d  m e ;  w h i l e  I  w a s  

p u s h e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  k e e n  o n  r a c i n g  f r o m  c l a s s  t o  c l a s s  a s  t h e  b e l l  a n ­

n o u n c e d  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a n d  j o s t l e d  t o  m y  a c c u s t o m e d  s e a t ;  

w h e n c e  I  w a s  p u l l e d  o u t  a g a i n  w h e n  t h a t  s e s s i o n  w a s  o v e r .  I  w a s  

v e r y  t i r e d .

C l a s s e s  o v e r  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  I  w a l k e d  d o w n  t h e  s t o n e  f l i g h t s  t o  m y  

l o c k e r  f o r  m y  c l o t h e s .  H o w  I  g o t  t h e m  o n  I  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  n o r  w a s  I  

a w a r e  t h a t  I  w o r e  t h e m  u n t i l  I  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  o p e n  a i r  w h e n  I  u n ­

c o n s c i o u s l y  p u t  m y  c o l l a r  u p  a n d  t h e n  I  f e l t  m y s e l f  a d j u s t i n g  m y  h a t  

a s  a  p r e c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  w i n d ,  w h i c h  b l e w  v e r y  f i e r c e l y .  T h u s  I  

w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  w h e r e  b o u n d  I  k n e w  n o t .  

I  k n o w  I  m u s t  h a v e  w a l k e d  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  f o r  I  w a s  p a n t i n g  h e a v i l y  a n d  

m y  h e a r t  b e a t  v e r y  f a s t  a n d  m y  l e g s  a c h e d  a n d  t h e  s o l e s  o f  m y  f e e t  

b u r n e d  a s  I  p a u s e d  t o  r e c o v e r  b r e a t h  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  a n y  f a r t h e r .  I  

s t o p p e d  a n d  s t a r e d  a b o u t  m e  i n  a n  e n d e a v o r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e r e  I  w a s ,  

a n d  a s  I  l o o k e d  I  s a w  b e f o r e  m e  t h e  g r e y  S t a t e  H o u s e ,  w i t h  i t s  d o m e  

s u p e r i m p o s e d ,  f l a n k e d  b y  o t h e r s  i n  m i n i a t u r e ,  e a c h  o n e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  

f o u r  c o r n e r s  o f  i t s  b a s e .  I  r e m e m b e r  t h i s  v e r y  w e l l .

B u t  t h i s  I  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r ,  a n d  e v e n  n o w  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  I  

c a m e ,  o r  w h a t  l e d  m e  h i t h e r ,  o r  w h y  I  w a s  h e r e .  I  a w o k e  a s  i f  s t a r t l e d  

b y  s o m e  l o u d ,  p i e r c i n g  n o i s e  a n d  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  m e .  I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  

s o f t  s t r a i n s  o f  m u s i c  c o m i n g  f r o m  a  p i t  b e l o w ;  a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  

p i t  I  c o u l d  s e e  c l a s s i c  c o l u m n s ,  a b o v e  t h e  d i m  s k y l i g h t .  I t  w a s  s e m i ­

d a r k ,  a n d  a s  I  t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  a  r e s e m b l a n c e ,  a  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  p l a c e  s o  

I  c o u l d  k n o w  w h e r e  I  w a s ,  a  m i g h t y  r o a r  f r o m  a  m a n y t n r o a t e d  i n s t r u -
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ment came upon my ears, and I jumped, horrified, as I stared down 
upon the weird spectacle before me. For there was assembled in the 
seats below, for I knew I was in a large chamber, a great orchestra, 
reeling and swaying to the rhythm of the music which it produced; and 
at the speaker’s chair there stood a figure with a baton in his hand con­
ducting this vari-toned assemblage, and he was transparent; I could 
see through him, and as I looked around in the wildest terror so were 
the others (all were like shadows, enveloping, coagulating each other.) 
I could see the bottoms of the seats upon which they sat, I could see 
the red carpet, now darkly purple in that twilight, through their instru­
ments. But they played, they kept on playing, they did not stop; they 
swayed, and they moved, they actually stirred. A nd the melody? 
Shall I call it that. Yes, there was a harmonious noise, a distinct blend­
ing of sounds; yes, it was music they were playing, music which I never 
heard on this earth before: the piccolos screamed, the violins shrieked 
their shrill notes, the horns emitted a wondrous, thundering blare, the 
roar of the bass was terrific. I could feel my eyes widely distorted as 
if they reached around my head, my mouth was wide open in amaze­
ment and horror, my hair stood upright; I could feel cold sensations 
play around my spine, my hands were like ice gripping the rail before 
me, my nether limbs were shaking, and I was conscious of a ner­
vous quiver throughout my whole frame. T he  sight was awful. If I 
knew not terror before, I knew it then.

T he orchestra played, and its conductor was now sweeping it 
into a howling crescendo, and with one final wave of his glassy baton, 
the noise ceased. A  sudden quiet, an ominous quiet, a quiet as awful 
as the frightful noise preceding, pervaded the whole chamber. I, 
stricken with such a sense of fear, dared not move, nor to breathe, as I 
saw these ghoulish figures below me take their leave, one by one, into 
the atmosphere, until it came to the transparent figure, the ghostly image 
of the conductor— his turn it was to leave. But he stayed, and I felt an 
overwhelming anxiety for myself, aye, for my very soul, for I was be­
side myself with mortal terror. I began to pray loudly and to shout 
my sins, asking G od above to forgive my omissions, and to have mercy 
on me,— when suddenly a cry, like a human command, echoed and 
rechoed throughout the whole chamber.

“O rder, gentlemen,"  it said. I looked forward, for I had gazed 
wildly around at the sound, in time to see the conductor’s shadow dis­
appear. W hy it had spoken these two words in parting, I can hardly
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i m a g i n e .  T h e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  p h r a s e  w a s  m y s t i f y i n g  i n  t h e  

e x t r e m e ,  f o r  t h e  d e m o n i a c a l  c o n c e r t  h a d  a d j o u r n e d .

I  s t o o d  a s  i f  i n  a  t r a n c e  f o r  f u l l y  a n  h o u r  i n  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  

I  a s s u m e d  w h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  f i r s t  w e i r d  c h o r d  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o r c h e s t r a .  

A s  I  c a m e  s l o w l y  t o  m y  s e n s e s ,  I  d i s c e r n e d  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

w h o l e  c h a m b e r ,  a n d  a s  I  r e c o l l e c t e d  I  w a s  c o g n i z a n t  o f  m y  s u r r o u n d ­

i n g s ,  f o r  I  w a s  h e r e  b u t  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e .  I  w a s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  

g a l l e r y  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  V e r y  e x h a u s t e d ,  I  t u r n e d  

a n d  l e f t  f o r  h o m e .

A s  I  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  o n e  o f  m y  f r i e n d s ,  h e  r e m a r k e d ,  

“ Y o u  w e r e  m a d . ”  “ I  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n , "  I  r e p l i e d .

G r e e n  M o u n t a i n s

M o u n t a i n s  s t r i k e  m e  d u m b :

S e a l e d  l i p s ,  b u t  o p e n  e y e s ;

N u m b  a n d  m u m  

F r o m  s u r p r i s e .

B e a u t y ' s  l i g h t n i n g s  p a r a l y z e :

S i l e n c e s  c o m e —

I  a m  a l l  e y e s !

C a r r o l l  H i c k e y ,  ’ 3 0
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N  T H E  r a p i d  o u t p u t  o f  m o d e r n  p o e t r y ,  t h e  o n l y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

f e a t u r e  o f  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  b e  i t s  u n l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t y ,  w e  a r e  f o r ­

t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  a  f e w  p o e t s  w h o  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  

i n g e n i o u s l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  t h e  l o f t i e r  o r  n o b l e r  e m o t i o n s  o f  

t h e  s o u l .  I n  t h i s  s e l e c t  c a t e g o r y  w e  p r o u d l y  p l a c e  t h e  p o e t - p r i e s t ,  R e v .  

T .  L .  C r o w l e y ,  O . P . ,  w h o s e  w o r t h y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  

p o e t r y  w e  s h a l l  b r i e f l y  s k e t c h  b e l o w .

T h i s  b r i l l i a n t  s o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  w a s  b o r n  i n  B o s t o n  i n  1 8 7 9 .  

H e  e n j o y e d  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e d  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  a n d ,  i n  

d u e  t i m e ,  t h a t  o f  B o s t o n  C o l l e g e .  W i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a  b r i l l i a n t  

c a r e e r  b e f o r e  h i m ,  h e  c h i v a l r o u s l y  t u r n e d  h i s  b a c k  o n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  

j o i n e d  t h e  O r d e r  o f  S a i n t  D o m i n i c .

“ T o  p r a i s e ,  t o  b l e s s  w i t h  c l e m e n c y ,

T o  p r e a c h  w i t h  h o l y  f i r e . "

H e  w a s  o r d a i n e d  t o  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  i n  1 9 0 6  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  a s s i g n ­

m e n t  w a s  t o  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  A q u i n a s  C o l l e g e ,  C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o .  

T h i s  o f f e r e d  F a t h e r  C r o w l e y  a n  e x c e l l e n t  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h i s  

p o e t i c  t a l e n t ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e c o m e  m a n i f e s t  d u r i n g  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s .

I n  a l l  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  h i s  p e n  t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  t h e m e  i s  R e l i g i o n ;  

y e t  n o w h e r e  i n  h i s  w o r k s  d o e s  h e  b e c o m e  d i d a c t i c  o r  b e t r a y  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  

p o s e  o r  a f f e c t a t i o n .  T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  h i s  s o n g s  i s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  e m o t i o n s  

o f  R e l i g o n ,  w h i c h  a r e  f o u n d  o n l y  i n  t h e  p e a c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .

A s  b e f i t t e d  o n e  w h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  f a t h e r  w a s  t h e  p r o m u l g a t o r  o f  t h e  

R o s a r y ,  F a t h e r  C r o w l e y  a l w a y s  s h o w e d  g r e a t  v e n e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p s a l t e r  

o f  M a r y .  H e  t h u s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e f e r s  t o  i t :

G e n t l e  l y r e  o f  c o n s o l a t i o n ,

S o l a c e  i n  m y  d e s o l a t i o n ,

F r i e n d  i n  h o u r s  o f  e x u l t a t i o n ,

M y  R o s a r y .
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T o the religious man all things are sacramental and even the most 
insignificant objects of nature manifest the Hands of the Divine Artist. 
Let us note the lesson which Father Crowley draws from a sea-shell:

I picked a tinted sea-shell from the shore
9

One day, and while I held its orifice 
Unto my ear, I heard the zephyrs kiss 
The deep,— the rustling sails of ships which bore 
Across the crested main their laden store,—
The quick and whirring wings of birds whose bliss 
Sweet-cadenced sped along above the hiss 
O f angry surf that on the sea-rocks tore.

A  softer music from the pearl-gemmed shell 
O f faith enchants my heart. Across G od’s hill 
A  golden symphony awakes of song 
A nd angel minstrelsy. Sweet anthems swell 
A nd voice and heart and lute my soul so thrill,
T hat winged with love it seeks the blessed throng.

Nature and Religion are so interwoven in the songs of Father 
Crowley that they seem almost as one. H e thus muses upon Autumn:

The autumn fields are limned with gold 
A nd ruby-stained are trees;

The Sun-God pours a molten mould 
Upon the emerald seas.

Father Crowley left Aquinas when elected to the priorship in 
Louisville. In this capacity he served twelve years and displayed re­
markable administrative qualities. The last years of his life were given 
to the missions, where he proved himself to be a most worthy member 
of the Order of Preachers.

The words of holy utterance
W hich Christ spoke on the mount, 

W e preach as our inheritance 
A nd sacredly recount.
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O u r  f i r e - t o u c h e d  l i p s  e x u l t i n g l y  

P r e a c h  J e s u s  c r u c i f i e d ;

A n d  g r a c e  l e a d s  m e n  t r i u m p h a n t l y  

W h e r e  r a n s o m e d  s o u l s  a b i d e .

T h e  s o u l  o f  t h i s  g a l l a n t  k n i g h t  o f  O u r  L a d y  w a s  r e c e n t l y  c a l l e d  

t o  i t s  e t e r n a l  r e s t .  H e  d i e d  i n  h i s  c o n v e n t  h o m e  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  J a n u ­

a r y , ,  1 9 2 9 ,  a  t i r e d  b u t  a  h a p p y  m a n .

A s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  F a t h e r  C r o w l e y  w e  m a y  a p p l y ,  n o t  u n a p p r o p r i ­

a t e d  o n e  o f  h i s  o w n  s o n n e t s  w h i c h  h e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  p r o v i n ­

c i a l ,  F a t h e r  L .  F .  K e a r n e y ,  O . P . ,  S . T . M .

B r i g h t  s h o n e  t h e  s t a r  o n  D o m i n i c ’ s  b r o w  i n  o l d  

C a s t i l e ,  a n d  b r i g h t e r  b u r n e d  t h e  q u e n c h l e s s  f l a m e  

O f  l o v e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  f o r  C h r i s t .  H i s  n a m e ,

A  s o l a c e  t o  t h e  p o o r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l d ,

C a s t  f e a r  a n d  d r e a d  i n  h e l l i s h  h e a r t s  w h o s e  c o l d  

A n d  s e n s a t e  t e a c h i n g  w e r e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ’ s  s h a m e .

D e e p  e t c h e d  u p o n  t h e  g o l d e n  s c r o l l  o f  f a m e  

H i s  b l e s s e d  l i f e  a n d  w o r k s  a r e  a u r e o l e d .

W e l l  h a s t  t h o u  t r o d  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h y  s i r e .

A n d  n o b l e  a r e  t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t h y  r e i g n .

S w e e t  v i s a g e d  T r u t h ,  o u r  h e r i t a g e ,  ’ m i d  t e a r s  

O f  l o v e  t h o u  t a u g h t  t o  m e n  a n d  q u i c k  t h y  i r e  

S t r u c k  e r r i n g  h e a r t s  w h o  T r u t h  a s s a i l e d .  C h r i s t  d e i g n  

A  b l e s s i n g  o n  t h y  s i l v e r  s h e a f  o f  y e a r s .



W h a t  P r i c e  D e f o r e s t a t i o n ?

L T H O U G H  w e  A m e r i c a n s  t a k e  c r e d i t  f o r  b e i n g  t h e  m o s t  p r o ­

g r e s s i v e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  p r i d e  o u r s e l v e s  u p o n  o u r  a d ­

v a n c e m e n t  i n  s c i e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  i n d u s t r y  i n  o u r  

c o u n t r y  i n  w h i c h  a  l a c k  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s  i s  w o f u l l y  a p p a r e n t .  T h e  

p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i s  t h a t  i t  c o n c e r n s  n o t  o n l y  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  

e m p l o y e e s ,  b u t  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t .  

I  r e f e r  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y  o f  l u m b e r i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  i s  p r a c t i s e d  b y  m o s t  

c o m p a n i e s  t o d a y .  B y  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  p o w e r - d r i v e n  

s a w s  a n d  g a s o l i n e  t r a c t o r s — a n y o n e  c a n  s e e  t h e y  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  f a r  

e n o u g h  i n  i m p l e m e n t s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n — b u t  r a t h e r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  a n d  c o n ­

s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  y o u n g  t r e e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  o l d  o n e s  

t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  d o w n  a n d  t h e  s p a r i n g  o f  y o u n g  t r e e s  u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  

r e a c h e d  m a t u r e  s i z e .  S u c h  m e t h o d s  i n s u r e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  

t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  t h u s  t e n d  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  a n d  m o r e  s t a b l e ,

f i n a n c i a l l y .

" W h a t  o f  i t ? ”  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  w i l l  s a y .  “ I f  l u m b e r  c o n c e r n s  

d o  n o t  u s e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s ,  t h a t  i s  t h e i r  l o s s ,  n o t  o u r s . ”

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  v e r y  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n .  E v e n  a s  I  w r i t e  t h i s  

a r t i c l e  t h o u s a n d s  a r e  h o m e l e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  f l o o d s ,  t h o u ­

s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  l e f t  w i t h o u t  m e a n s  o f  m a k i n g  a  l i v e l i h o o d  

b e c a u s e  t h e i r  f a r m s  h a v e  b e e n  r u i n e d  b y  p r e v i o u s  f l o o d s ,  c o n d i t i o n s  

w h i c h  a r e  d u e ,  i n  a  g r e a t  m e a s u r e ,  t o  d e f o r e s t a t i o n .  N o w ,  p e r h a p s ,  

s o m e  o f  t h e s e  v i c t i m s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e i r  l o s s  i f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s  

w e r e  n o t  e m p l o y e d ;  t h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  t u i t i o n  h a s  f i n a n c i a l l y  c r i p p l e d  t h e m .

I t  i s  n o t  m y  p u r p o s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  d e s c r i b e  g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  d i s ­

a s t e r s  w h i c h  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  t r a i n  o f  d e f o r e s t a t i o n — t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a c ­

c o u n t s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  v i v i d  t o  i m p r e s s  a n y o n e — r a t h e r  m a y  i t  b e  m y  

o b j e c t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  f o r e s t s  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  w e l f a r e  o f  

t h e  n a t i o n .  T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s  b e e n  o f t e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  b y  e x p e r t s  o n

3 0 9
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the subject and has been eagerly seized by politicians as the basis for 
election campaigns; but after public interest had flared up in a sudden 
flame of enthusiasm, fanned by the breeze of some timely reminder, it 
once more died down, leaving but a few sparks to preserve life until 
some new occurrence should cause it to burst forth once more. Thus it 
is that, while the experts in forestry have not only made known their 
ideas but have carried them through to fulfillment, and the politicians 
have not only used these ideas in their oratory but have also followed 
them with appropriate legislation, the people as a whole, armed with 
the mighty weapon of public opinion, have stood idly by and have 
neglected even so much as to look upon the efforts of these men with 
favor, and interest themselves in the work of conservation.

W ith the advancement of material science have come many new 
uses for wood, and hence an increased demand. Furniture, pencils, 
matches, paper, rayon, are only a few of the articles in common use 
manufactured from wood. N o  wonder, then, that the demand for 
lumber far exceeds the source of supply, especially when very little is 
being done, on the part of those whose living depends on meeting this 
demand, to increase this supply or at least replenish it as fast as it is 
used. Picture to yourselves a tank containing water stored up over a 
considerable period of time from the output of a small spring, and then 
visualize a  syphon suddenly plunged into the tank draining the water 
three times as fast as the spring supplies it. W ith  definite figures it 
would be merely a matter of mathematics to determine how long it will 
be before the tank is empty. T he  situation in the lumber industry is the 
same. There exists today in various parts of the country vast forests 
which have grown up in the course of years by the process of natural 
reproduction. T he  lumber concerns are cutting down these forests three 
times as fast as they grow. A lready the results are apparent, and at the 
present ratio it is merely a question of time when American lumber 
users will have to turn their eyes to foreign lands, from the shores of the 
country whose forests were once without equal, both in utility and 
beauty.

Gloomy as the picture may seem, there is yet another in this re­
gard which is more tragic. I have mentioned before, the misery of 
floods and the troubles which follow in their wake, for in recent years 
we have had far too many reminders of our negligence not to consider 
this of greatest importance. Rivers are merely the paths by which rain 
water is returned to the sea. Men live beside rivers bcause of the obvi-
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ous advantages it affords them. They note the habitual course of the 
river and utilize all the land which is not required by its waters. 
Now if abnormal conditions are created, the river may require 
this property to take care of an increased amount of water. This is 
what happens when families are driven from their homes penniless by 
floods. The abnormal conditions causing the increased flow are a 
direct result, in many cases, of deforestation. Trees, as the biologist 
will tell you, are living organisms and therefore require, among other 
things, a certain quantity of water, which is absorbed through the roots. 
In a forest these roots are so interwoven through the soil, that the 
forest floor together with the accumulation of dead leaves is virtually 
an enormous sponge, ready to absorbe heavy rainfall during the wet 
season, and retain it until the drier season. Then the water trickles 
through the ground to the springs that feed the rivers and keep them at 
a usable level the entire year. By this method trees regulate the flow of 
water in the streams and prevent extremes of flood and drought. W here 
trees have been cut down the torrential downpours and melting snows 
rush over the treeless land, carrying off the best part of the soil, flood­
ing the river banks for miles below, and leaving a thick coat of sterile 
gravel over the fertile fields. A fter the rainy season is past, the sub­
terranean springs, upon which the river depends, soon become dry, for 
the spongelike property of the soil has been lost. Consequendy, the 
water-level sinks, shoals appear, and soon the river is no longer navi­
gable, while the demands for water where the effects of drought have 
been felt must go unanswered, for the river itself is on the verge of 
evaporation. Such is the most tragic result of deforestation. Realizing 
this, the Federal, State, and City Governments have established forest 
reserves in strategic spots and are replanting much deforestated land 
for this purpose. So far, however, few lumber companies have re­
planted trees on deforestated land independently of the Government, 
but those few, that have, will find themselves the leaders of the industry 
later on, for they have not only safeguarded the public welfare but 
have also established a greater supply from which they may derive 
future incomes.

But one more reason shall I mention why public interest should 
be aroused to force these companies to take up the work of reforesta­
tion as well as the Government, and that is the usefulness of forests as a 
cover for birds and wild animals of economic importance. Birds and 
animals valuable to agriculture cannot be treated at length at this time.
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b u t  m a y  i t  s u f f i c e  t o  s a y  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  h e l p  o u r  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  

i n s e c t  p e s t s  w o u l d  b e  i n  v a i n  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e .  

H e r e  a g a i n  w e  f i n d  f o r e s t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  i m ­

p o r t a n c e  a n d  y e t ,  t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f  t h o u g h t ,  w e  a r e  a l l o w i n g  o n e  o f  o u r  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e  d e p l e t e d  w h e n  i t  h a s  s u c h  t r e m e n d o u s  b e a r i n g  

u p o n  t h e  f u t u r e  w e l f a r e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  o u r  n a t i o n .

P e r h a p s  s o m e  h a v e  w o n d e r e d  w h y  I  h a v e  s t r e s s e d  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  

b y  l u m b e r - c u t t i n g  s o  m u c h  a n d  h a v e  n e g l e c t e d ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  t h e  i m ­

p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t  o f  f o r e s t  f i r e s .  F o r e s t  f i r e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  g r e a t e r  

p r e p a r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e m  a n d  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m  s o  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  I  m i g h t  a d d  w o u l d  b e  a  r e p e t i t i o n  

e i t h e r  o f  s o m e  e m i n e n t  w r i t e r  o r  o f  m y  o w n  s t a t e m e n t s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

w h e t h e r  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  i s  c a u s e d  b y  d e l i b e r a t e  c u t t i n g  o r  b y  f o r e s t  f i r e s  

t h e  r e s u l t a n t  e v i l s  a r e  t h e  s a m e  f o r  b o t h ;  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  c h i e f l y  i n  

t h e  m o t i v e s  b e h i n d  e a c h ,  f o r  i n  b a c k  o f  o n e  l i e s  S e l f i s h n e s s  o r  L a c k  o f  

F o r e s i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  C a r e l e s s n e s s .

L e t  u s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  A m e r i c a n s  d e n o u n c e  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  r o b  o u r  

c o u n t r y  o f  h e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  s u c h  u n s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s  a s  

w o u l d  m e r i t  t h e  r i d i c u l e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d .  L e t  u s  e n c o u r a g e ,  i n s t e a d ,  

t h e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  o f  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  v a s t  t r a c t s  o f  

w o o d l a n d  f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  b e n e f i t  a n d  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .



( A f t e r  the Latin )

This stalwart athlete of the Lord,
So Lord-like both in heart and name,

The nations praise with one accord.
A nd all his virtues we proclaim.

A s chaste as is the mountain snow 
His heart remained all undefiled,

A nd like a fire all aglow,
H e burned to save each erring child.

A ll earthly joys and fears he spurned,
Giving his heart to higher things:

T o  bring all men to Christ he yearned, 
Confiding in the King of kings.

By words and wonders manifold.
By prayers and fastings night and day.

T he story of G od's love he told.
A nd led us up the thorny way.

T o  G od both One and yet still Trine 
Be honor, glory, praise and might.

W ho, granting to our Saint a sign.
M ay grant our eyes Eternal Light!

Francis Skalko, '31
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Something to Say
John C. Hanley, '29

S E A R C H IN G  F O R  A  C H E M IS T R Y  B O O K

A re you a baseball player? G olfer? D o you play tennis? N o! 
Then what will the springtime mean to you; how will you answer 
spring’s invitation to play, to revel in the sunshine? You do not know 
and you are ashamed to admit it. There is a reason for your ignorance 
it is true, but no reason for your shame. Like yourself, unwilling reader, 
others whose inclinations do not turn them to athletics have been faced 
with this same perplexing problem with every recurrence of the spring 
season. N ote, please, what has been written: they have been faced. 
T h a t embarrassment is of the past and thanks to the discovery of an­
other means of diversion it need never become a part of the future. 
T he  introduction of a  simple sport answers your problem. Now it is 
no longer necessary to be an athlete if you desire to enjoy the spring­
time. But you are, by this time, at the end of your patience. You are 
literally clamoring to be told the name of this new sport. W ell, it is 
called “ Searching for a Chemistry Book."

It is here brought to the attention of the student-body for the first 
time. You, doubtful reader, will be among the first to acclaim it. 
W hen you are told that no equipment is necessary for this sport your 
deepest doubt must vanish. Only a lost chemistry text-book is required, 
and here at Providence College we already have that lost text-book. 
(O r rather, we have not. H ere is an example of how deep a muddle 
one can be led into by w ords.) Concerning the book, had or not had, 
depending on your point of view, it should be described before in­
structions for the game are presented.

314



SOMETHING TO SAY 315

T he book is of the regular edition of Foster’s “ Elements of 
Chemistry,"  tastefully bound in green cloth. T he binding of the book 
in question has suffered occasional invasions upon its pristine beauty, 
having been several times showered with ink and once dropped in snow. 
But— and this is an important clue— although the book has suffered 
much, only a few blemishes remain to make the fact evident. The 
pages of the book bear eloquent testimony of the studious character of 
its owner. Symbols and formulae chase one another through the pages 
with supercilious disregard for the curiosity of the uninitiated. You 
would be amazed to see them. “ Here, surely,”  you might reflect, “ is 
something that must have a connection with the Black A rt.” But no; 
these esoteric characters have a meaning quite innocent of any untoward 
connection, albeit their author is willing to aver that if they were con­
nected with the Black A rt they could not be more inexplicable. There 
is a strong temptation to digress even further at this point for the sake 
of unburdening a treasury of thought gained by lucubrations upon the 
subject of positive science. But that is a service not consonant with 
our purpose and you, tried reader, are anxious to learn more of this 
fascinating game.

T he object of the game is, of course, to find the book. T hat is 
not so easy as it sounds. The book can be brought to light only after 
a thorough search. A nd it is the search, with its expectations, hopes, 
and disappointments that gives the game such exquisite zest. The 
searchers will find it a most exhilarating sport that answers the body’s 
most strenuous demands for exercise. Consider what magnificent pro­
portions this sport might reach at Providence College. The four 
classes could vie with each other in their efforts to apprehend the 
truant. Captains might be appointed to direct the activities of their 
fellow classmates. H ow  the days would be enlivened! This would be 
a supreme battle of wits, a contest that would give a keen edge to 
little-tried powers of deduction and induction. Imagine, too, the daring 
of a Freshman spy who dares to stalk a Senior exploration party, or 
the intrepidity of a Junior lieutenant who, with a mere handful of men, 
advances boldly to check a Sophomore sortie. The possibilities, as 
motion-picture executives say, are limitless.

This is the merest exiguous outline, but that it should fail to lead 
the student body to the adoption of this sport is unconceivable. It is 
no work of excessive sanguinity to predict that the game will win instant 
approbation. This prediction and the probability of its fulfilment may
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d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  r e a d e r .  “ A m o n g  s o  m a n y , ”  h e  m a y  s a y ,  “ w h a t  c h a n c e  

h a v e  I ? ”  Y o u r  c h a n c e  i s  a s  s t r o n g  a s  a n y ,  p e r t u r b e d  r e a d e r .  Y o u  

h a v e  o n l y  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e s e  f e w  p r e c e p t s :  F i r s t ,  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  

i s  y o u r  p o w e r  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n .  S e c o n d l y ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  b o o k  w h e n  

a n d  w h e r e  y o u  l e a s t  e x p e c t .

N o w  g o  i n  a n d  w i n .

N .  B .  S h o u l d  a n y o n e  f i n d  t h e  b o o k ,  h e  i s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  

t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  t h e  A L E M B I C  o f f i c e  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  o w n e r  w a i t i n g  

f o r  i t .



Since the time is not far distant when the well-dressed college 
man will be attired in cap and gown, we consider this an opportune 
moment to consider the criticisms which fellow-editors have graciously 
offered us through their exchange departments. W e know that our 
contributors will be interested in the comments which have been passed 
upon their endeavors.

Perhaps the briefest consideration which the ALEMBIC received 
this year, came from St. John’s College, Brooklyn. W e read in The  
Torch, an example of collegiately compressed criticism:

“Among the monthly periodicals, we note the Providence College 
ALEMBIC which possesses real literary merit.”

O ur November issue was well treated in St. Benedict's Quarterly. 
T he exchange editor characterizes the ALEMBIC a “ thoughtful, slim 
little M onthly” ; and then continues, “ There are not, of course, the 
diversified selections of a quarterly magazine; on the other hand, one 
rarely finds a magazine as uniformly excellent as the ALEMBIC.” In 
addition, “ It is unusual to read a mystery story with the originality and 
the human appeal of 'I t  M ay Be So.' ”  T he editor then considers 
favorably, “ Song of Judgment” and “ College Men as Trades-men” 
and concludes, “ There is a maturity and restraint apparent in the book- 
review section of the ALEMBIC, that is unusual in student publications. 
W e  believe the innovation of this department shows good judgments.” 

T he Chimes, Cathedral College, New York, also gave our N o­
vember issue a gratifying reception. T he exchange editor says:

“ T he November issue of the Providence College ALEMBIC is 
especially commendatory for two very good articles. ‘T he Song of 
Judgment' by Edw ard Carlson wins our unstinted praise.” A nd later,
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Ambrose V. Aylward, ’30
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“ I n  ‘ C o l l e g e  M e n  a s  T r a d e s - m e n ’  C h a r l e s  Q u i r k  s u g g e s t s  a  w a y  t o  

s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s — M r .  Q u i r k  w o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  

o f  u s  b e c o m e  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  p l u m b e r s — n o t  a  b a d  i d e a  a t  a l l ,  

C h a r l e s ! "

A  s i n c e r e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  A L E M B I C  i s  f o u n d  

a g a i n  i n  S t .  B e n e d i c t ' s  Q u a r t e r l y .  W e  d e e m  i t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w o r t h  t o  

b e  r e p r i n t e d  i n  f u l l :

“ M a n y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o f f e r i n g s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  d o  t h e i r  

s c h o o l  h o n o r ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w e  c a n n o t  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

a r t i c l e s  i n  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  r e a d e r s  a n d ,  

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i m p r o v e  t h e  A L E M B I C  a s  a  w h o l e .

“ T h e  s h o r t  s t o r y ,  ‘ R e t i r e d , ’  t e l l s  o f  a  d o c i l e  o l d  m a n  w h o  a l l o w s  

h i m s e l f  t o  b e  d o m i n e e r e d  b y  a  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t  d a u g h t e r .  M r .  M a n b o l d  

e x h i b i t s  a n  u n b e l i e v a b l e  l a c k  o f  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  i f  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n  w e r e  m o d i f i e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  f a t h e r  m a n f u l l y  d e c l a r e d  h i s  i n ­

d e p e n d e n c e ,  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  a  f a r  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  a n d  a  s t r o n g e r  s t o r y .

“ T h e  s a l i e n t  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s  a r e  

t r u t h f u l l y  g i v e n  i n  ‘ T h e  R o m a n s  G o  t o  S c h o o l . '  W e  w i s h  t h a t  t h e  

s u b j e c t  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  f u l l y  e x p a n d e d ;  f o r ,  i n  a  g e n e r a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

t h a t  s o r t ,  o n e  m i s s e s  i n t i m a t e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  m a k e  a n  e s s a y  d i s t i n c t i v e .

“ W e  w e r e  n o t  l e f t  w i t h  a n  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  j u s t  w h a t  

t h e  a u t h o r  w i s h e d  t o  s t r e s s  i n  ‘ L i t e r a t u r e — - W h a t  I s  I t ? '  H e  h a s ,  i n  

o u r  o p i n i o n ,  p a c k e d  t o o  m a n y  e x a m p l e s  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  s p a c e  h e  h a s  

a l l o w e d  h i m s e l f .

“ T h e  b o o k  r e v i e w  s e c t i o n  i s  m o s t  w o r t h - w h i l e .  V e r y  s e l d o m  

d o e s  o n e  f i n d  i n  a  s t u d e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e  m a t u r e  j u d g m e n t  a n d  t h e  

b r o a d - m i n d e d  a t t i t u d e  e v i n c e d  i n  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t . "



M y  R o b in

W hat huntsman hops 
T o  the velvet green 

From the lilac tops 
In their purple mien?

H e bows to the rose 
T hat stares and stares,

But onward he goes 
On important affairs.

The grasses nod
A t the tread of his feet.

But he searches the sod 
For things to eat.

W hat a hunter rare 
In his vest of red 

T hat finds his fare 
In worms, not bread!

Christopher Mitchell, '31
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G e o r g e  B .  M c C l e l l a n ,  ’ 2 9  C a r r o l l  H i c k e y ,  ’ 3 0

J o h n  F .  K e o u g h ,  ’ 2 9  J o h n  K n e g e r ,  ’ 3 1

R o b e r t  L .  S m i t h ,  ’ 3 0  C h a r l e s  C .  Q u i r k ,  ’ 3 0

A d v e r t i s i n g  A s s i s t a n t s  

L e o  V .  M c C a r t h y ,  ’ 3 0  E d w a r d  R y a n ,  ’ 3 2

C l a r e n c e  R y a n ,  ’ 2 9

P u b l i c i t y  D i r e c t o r  

H a r o l d  N e l s o n ,  ' 2 9

S t a f f  A r t i s t s

F r a n c i s  C .  S k a l k o ,  ' 3 1  E d w a r d  J .  M e l u c c i ,  ’ 3 0

C i r c u l a t i o n  M a n a g e r s  

J o h n  M .  D o r m e r ,  ' 2 9  E d w a r d  B .  D o w n s ,  ' 2 9

S t a f f  S e c r e t a r y  B u s i n e s s  S e c r e t a r y

J o h n  F .  M c G a u r a n ,  ' 3 2  G i l b e r t  D .  B r a z i l ,  ' 2 9



Editorial
a

Thomas J. Curley '29

M O T H E R

If there is a word in our language which penetrates into the deep 
recess of any man’s heart, it is the word, “ M other.”  “ M other” to 
everyone means a smile that brings delight, a face aglow with tender­
ness. Tell me, if there be any one of my readers who has not a yearning 
for that vision of a creature always kind, the incarnation of a love the 
like of which no other earthly love can equal?

Those of us who have lost our mothers know and appreciate her 
worth. If we could have her with us in our triumphs, if we could hear 
her voice advising and consoling us when defeat is in our path, how 
happy and grateful we would be! She is with us now only in memory. 
T he time that we could go to Mother, tease her a little and then tell 
her of some glorious change in our fortune; or perhaps, dejected and 
down-hearted because of some failure go to her for comfort and solace, 
that time is passed. For Mother has laid down her burdens and gone 
on into Eternity to her God. There she waits for us with the same in­
terest. praying that we may be made worthy to join her. Because our 
earthly M other has left this valley of tears and sighs we should have 
more recourse to M ary, our Heavenly Mother. From her can we ex­
pect guidance, protection, and the benediction of a Mother-heart.

Then, there are those of you have never felt the pang, the anguish, 
the awful sorrow attached to a mother’s death. I care not how broad 
and extensive may be your education, how deep and fertile may be 
your mind, if G od has not yet so tried you, you cannot understand or 
evaluate what agony the human heart experiences at the death of 
Mother. A t her death the scales drop from your eyes and the beauty
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in her heart gives you a true appreciation of her. W hile she lives you 
may be kind, thoughtful, devoted, and considerate of her. For being 
so, G od will bless not only with his graces but also with a certain in- 
explainable satisfaction and contentment which fills your soul when she 
has gone. But, woe-be-tide the man who is ashamed of his mother, 
who finds himself making excuses for her, who is selfish, hard-hearted, 
and cruel to mother. Heaven alone does not punish him but the world 
rises up in disdain of a man who belittles or deceives the greatest of 
all— Mother-love.

Those of you who have your Mothers— love her tenderly. Let 
no one lead you away from her. Respect all other Mothers, for no 
matter whether she be of the most despicable caste or whether she be 
like the gentle creature of W histler’s portrait, remember, she has received 
G od’s greatest gift to woman— Motherhood. “ A  M other is a Mother 
still, the holiest thing alive.”  She is somebody’s M other who has gone 
into the valley of death by virtue of G od’s holy will. Be near and dear 
to your Mother, you fortunate ones, for although this world offers to 
you other jewels that promise peace and comfort, you will never find a 
jewel in this world’s busy mart like the one you have left behind you in 
your Mother-heart.

*  *  *

“ This world would be a Paradise if we were but what our 
Mothers think us to be.”



Chronicle
Francis E. Greene, ’29

T he Chronicle humbly asks forgiveness for failing to 
mention, in the April issue, the Student Assembly on 
M arch 5th. O ur only explanation is that we were so 
overwhelmed with work that our memory failed; our 

only promise is that such a thing shall not happen again.
Taking his place on the platform of the auditorium, on which 

had been constructed a temporary altar, Very Reverend L. C. M c­
Carthy, O .P ., P h .D ., addressed the student body. H e  took for his
text three passages from the Alma M ater song, and showed how the 
keeping of one pledge led to the keeping of another, so that the whole 
formed a Credo, for which all true sons of Providence should be will­
ing even to die. “ W hen you are out in life,” he said, “ do not forget 
that your life reflects the value of your training here. Remember the 
words, ‘M ay we never in life cause thee tears; rather add to the glory 
and fame that is thine, while vanish the fleeting years.’ A nd, 'D ear 
A lm a, thy name we will ever uphold, and cherish the gifts thou be­
stowed.' "  A fter stressing the fact that a college is judged by the 
quality of the men it produces, he said, “ Confidence in your fellow- 
man, trust in your neighbor, and action directed by a right conscience, 
these are the qualities that make for real success.”

Father M cCarthy’s speech was followed by Benediction, during 
which the hymns were sung by the students.

W e  understood that it is the plan of the faculty of government 
to hold these assemblies each month. Surely the enthusiasm and ap­
preciation with which this assembly was received warrants such action; 
we regret that the plan is for a monthly and not weekly schedule.
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T he annual Easter Retreat was held in the chapel 
arranged in the auditorium on Monday, Tuesday, 
and W ednesday of Holy W eek. Very Reverend 
E . A . Baxter, O .P .,  of St. M ary’s Priory, New 

Haven, Conn., was Retreat Master, and his scholarly eloquence car­
ried an encouraging and inspiring message. T he  fact that most of 
Father Baxter’s experience as Retreat Master has been confined to 
missions for men of the world and fellow-priests did not detract one 
iota from the excellence of his Holy W eek sermons.

T he  services each day consisted of Mass, Communion, Confes­
sion, three sermons, and Benediction. Rev. D. M . Della Penta, O .P ., 
of the college faculty, officiated at Mass, and he was served by William 
A . Dillon, ’29, and Charles Carroll, Jr., ’31 . Rev. D . M . Galliher, 
O .P .,  Dean of the college and Moderator of the Retreat, lead the 
Rosary and P apal Indulgence prayers, and assisted in the distribution 
of the Sacred Host. Rev. L. C. M cCarthy, O .P .,  President of the 
college, gave Benediction, the music of which was under the direction 
of Rev. F. Jordan Baeszler, O .P .,  of the college Faculty. John P . 
Robshaw, ' 29 , and Joseph W atterson, ’29, were in charge of the 
eighteen ushers recruited from the Senior class.

On Monday, Father Baxter explained the nature and purpose of 
the Retreat, its importance and universality as an annual function of 
Catholic colleges, and the three qualities of a life well-spent. These 
he designated as Perspective, Power, and Peace. (T h e  alliteration 
recalled the “ D on’t be disobedient; don’t be disrespectful; don’t
be dishonest,”  which were the keynotes of the Retreat of 1928, 
at which Rev. Thomas F . Conlon, O .P .,  of St. Raymond’s, 
Pawtucket, was M aster.) “ By perspective,"  Father Baxter said, 
“ I mean the correct point of view, the vision which sees health 
and sickness, wealth and poverty, education and unavoidable ignorance, 
equi-valuable as steps any group of which lead to the realization of 
M an’s last end. By power I mean the ability to rise above the present 
seemingly dire conditions of life; the capacity to meet bravely fortune 
and misfortune and to rise above them. By peace I mean that tran­
quility of soul which will come from the exercise of perspective and 
power; that charity which crowns the faith in our endowments and 
the hope that we will rise. Thus may we substitute for perspective, 
power, and peace the three cardinal virtues, on which all hinges, faith, 
hope, and charity.”

E A S T E R
R E T R E A T
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Sin, Hell, and Judgment were the subjects of Tuesday’s sermons. 
Father Baxter pictured the physical and intellectual as well as the moral 
consequences of the practice of evil. O f Hell, he said, “There is a grow­
ing tendency among men to reject the fact of eternal damnation; but 
those who deny it, deny Christ and the Scriptures, for nothing is stated 
more explicitly and often in the Holy W ords than the existence of an 
Eternal H ell.” Among the several passages that he quoted were the 
words of Our Saviour in which H e speaks of the General Judgment, 
“ Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.”

A fter explaining the facts of Particular and General Judgment, 
Father Baxter, who served as chaplain in France during the W orld 
W ar, described the drive of the Argonne Forrest. The recital was 
brilliant, dramatic, indescribable; his words painted vivid pictures on an 

    immense canvas of silence. W e felt the horrible agony, heard the awful 
roar, lived the whole fearful struggle. “T hat,” he said, “was the judg­
ment of one nation against another. W hat will be the judgment of an 
eternally powerful and just God against those who have opposed
H im ?”

On Wednesday, Father Baxter spoke on Faith, the Sacraments, 
and the necessity of Prayer. A fter discussing the necessity of some 
kind of Baptism as a means to Salvation, he spoke at length on the 
Sacrament of Penance; describing its temporal as well as its eternal 
value. He urged the students to frequent the Sacraments of Penance 
and Communion, and promised them that such a practice piously per­
formed would preserve them from sin. H e advised prayer for those 
seeking confirmation in their Faith. Mentioning the names of many 
famous converts to Catholicism, among them Gilbert K. Chesterton, 
Cardinal Newman, Robert Lord, and many prominent scientists, pro­
fessors, and men of all walks of life, he asked, “ How do we account 
for these conversions? W hy do men with backgrounds much more 
favorable to conversion remain outside the true Church? I cannot 
answer, nor can any man; but we know that prayer and the Sacra­
ments help.” H e  cited the piety of great Catholics, describing at 
length the late Marshal Foch’s devotion to Mass and other great 
figures' special devotions. H e told of war experiences in which prayer 
brought many to Confession and to Faith.” Prayer and Confession 
and Communion may not bring a man to the true Faith immediately,” 
he said, “but without them the true Faith will never come.”

By virtue of the faculties granted to Retreat Masters on such an
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occasion, Father Baxter bestowed the Papal Blessing, to which is at­
tached a plenary indulgence, and for which the entire student-body had 
been prepared by early morning Communion.

T he  value of these Retreats cannot be over-estimated; they come 
in excellent time; they are conducted by leaders in missionary work; 
and they have an immeasurably soothing and inspiring effect upon the 
student-body.

Never again shall we question the saying, “ Still 
waters run deep” ; for the falsity of our inference, 
based on the silence of the committee, that this 
year’s Prom would be merely another glorious 

night, was demonstrated most impressively at the Narragansett Hotel 
on the night of April 9th. Despite our intimate connection with last 
year’s affair, we concede readily the fact that that of the class of 1930 
marks a step even higher toward the apex of social accomplishment. Con­
tinuing the figure, we must confess ignorance of just what that apex is; 
so, perhaps, it has been reached or even surpassed.

Dancing commenced promptly at 9 :0 0  p. m. and continued un­
interruptedly until 2 :0 0  a. m. A t 9 :3 0 , the General G rand M arch was 
organized and the guests were presented to the patronesses and guests 
of honor. A t 1 0 :30 , luncheon was served to the guests and patrons 
in the hotel dining room. T he menu contained fruit cocktail, chicken 
patties, ice cream and cake, and demi-tasse. A t 12:15  the Juniors 
and their guests retired to luncheon. A t 1 :00  a. m., the Juniors and 
their guests, led by Thomas D odd, Junior Class President, assembled 
and executed a colorful promenade around the great ball room to the 
strains of Benny Conn’s Hotel Bancroft Orchestra of Worcester, 
Mass.

T he  entire mezzanine floor of the hotel, including three parlors 
and the ball room, was decorated attractively in Providence College 
W hite and Black colors. Seasonal flowering decorations adorned the 
walls and the space reserved for patronesses and honored guests.

T he  favors, which were somewhat different from anything ever 
before offered, were pen-knives for the gentlemen and pendants, to 
which were attached guards containing the college seal, for the ladies.

Rev. L. C . M cCarthy, O .P .,  P h .D ., President of Providence 
College, and Rev. D . M . Galliher, O .P .,  Dean, were guests of the 
class and representatives of the faculty. Honorable James E . Dunne, 
M ayor of Providence, and Mrs. Dunne, also were present. D r. and

J U N IO R
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Mrs. Charles Carroll, Dr. and Mrs. John B. McKenna, Judge and 
Mrs. J. W . Sweeney, M r. and Mrs. P . St. Aubin, M r. and Mrs. 
Charles Atteridge, M r. and Mrs. P . S. Daniels, M r. and Mrs. B. F. 
M cG arry, Mr. and Mrs. J. W . O ’Connell, Mr. and Mrs. James A . 
Coffey, Dr. and Mrs. G . F. Johnson, Dr. and Mrs. W . H . Jordan, 
M r. and Mrs. J. F . McGovern, Mr. and Mrs. M . Dooley, Dr. and 
Mrs. J. G . W alsh, M r. and Mrs. L. J. Hogan, 2nd, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fergus McOsker, M r. and Mrs. W . Fred Russell, Mr. and Mrs. R . 
A . Hurley, Miss Alice F. McEntee, Mrs. A lfred Baeszler, Mrs. 
Catherine Baeszler, and M r. and Mrs. J. Donnelly were patrons of 
the affair.

T he committee was composed of James V . McGovern, chair­
man; James J. O ’Leary, Ralph Daniels, Edward J . Melucci, Philip 
M cN am ara, John L. Baeszler, William J. Cotter, Francis Coleman, 
and George Foley. Rev. R . E. Kavanah, O .P ., was Moderator, and 
directed the activities of the committee in arranging the affair.

T he absence of Frank Cappalli, who was with 
the baseball team in N ew  York, caused Rev. F. 
Jordan Baeszler, Moderator of the Music Clubs, 
to secure the services of Joseph M cNam ara, popu­

lar leader of the Night Club Band, to conduct the W hite and Black 
Orchestra at the annual concert and dance, held in the auditorium on 
the night of April 20th. Many students and guests were present and 
enjoyed an evening of varied entertainment. Solos, Glee Club En­
sembles, and specialties featured the occasion. T he hall was arrayed 
in pennants, and the stage attractively clothed in brilliance. The 
evening was fully as enjoyable as the Music Club night in 1928.

John Notte, manager of the clubs, was chairman of the affair, 
and was assisted by club officers and members. Paul Roddy led the
Glee Club songs.

Refreshments were served and the general attitude of those present 
insures the truth of the assertion that a good time was had by all.

W e  have waited for some time to hear of some 
Freshman activity. A t last we have been informed 
that B. F . Cleary, F . Shevlin, J . Conway, and F. 
Buckley have been appointed to investigate the ad­

visability of holding a banquet. T he committee will return a favorable 
decision, so we await anxiously the selection of a time and place.

M U S IC  C L U B  
D A N C E

F R E S H M A N
B A N Q U E T
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T he annual Junior Banquet will be held about the 
middle of M ay at a place to be selected in the near 
future. Chairman J . V . M cGovern and Ralph 
Daniels are leading the search for the best place in 

which to hold it. A fter such a successful Prom , we hesitate to speak 
as to the quality of the success of the banquet, for we fear to sin by 
reason of defect.

Charles Carroll, J r ., Edw ard Hetherman, and 
W arren Fletcher have been selected by the Soph­
omore class to arrange their annual banquet, to 
be held on Thursday night, M ay 11. A  place 

has been selected, but Father Georges, Class M oderator, is withhold­
ing the name, presumably awaiting the sanction of higher authority. 
T he  high calibre of previous affairs held by this class warrants us to 
suggest that it will be worth one's time to read a blow-by-blow account 
in next month's issue of the ALEMBIC.

I f  we were asked to choose the most versatile man in 
Providence College, since H eck A llen has retired from 
sport, we should unhesitatingly name John E . Krieger 
of Paterson, N . J . Being athletic editor of the 

A lem b ic  and an unusually modest chap, Johnny has labored under a 
two-fold difficulty. It is our purpose to replace modesty with justice. 
A  full account of Johnny's life would make an excellent biography. 
H ere, limited by space, we must summarize some of his more outstand­
ing accomplishments.

In September, 1923, Johnny entered Paterson, N . J .,  H igh 
School (a t the same time that E d  R icardo, and Bill M cCue his in­
separable friend, entered). Almost immediately he attracted attention 
for his basketball and baseball ability. During his entire course at 
Paterson Johnny starred in both these sports; he was captain of both 
teams, a  forward in basketball, and a pitcher and outfielder in base­
ball. In his Senior year, he was chosen A ll-N ew  Jersey outfielder, and 
ranked as one of the best pitchers.

Coming to Providence in 1927, Johnny was the highest point 
scorer in the East in basketball in the season 1927-28. H e  was a 
substitute outfielder on the baseball team, and when called into play 
in the Y ale game at N ew  Haven, he proceeded to break up the game; 
with a hit over second, and Providence won, 3 to 2. During the past 
basketball season, he worked with Eddie W ineapple, the E ast's high-

J U N IO R
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est point scorer, very cooperatively, at the same time keeping his own 
standing up to Number six. H e  was chosen All-American forward by 
several selectors, including the Boston Transcript. A t present, he is the 
regular left fielder on the baseball team, hitting and fielding with the 
best in the country.

Besides athletic ability Johnny is blessed other ways. H e  is 
Sophomore Class President, a debater, a member of the Pyramid 
Players, winner of the Providence News short-story contest, and 
athletic director of the ALEMBIC.

Bear in mind that Johnny is still a “ young’un,” and try to go 
that one better.

T he following committees have been ap­
pointed to take care of the various activities 
attendant upon Commencement. General
Committee: John D . Coughlan, Jr., P . E . 

Bulger, J . M . Dormer, Joseph W atterson, V . P . Colavecchio; Cap and 
Gown D ay Committee: G . P . Eam shaw, A . L. Dimeo, H . P . Nel­
son, F . T . Flynn, F . J .  Burns, S. Nawrocki; Baccalaureate Sunday: 
R . F . M cAteer, L. D . Testa, C. A . Lyons, J. C. Ryan, J. M .

&

Powers, J . J . M urphy; Class D ay Committee: J. F. H anaw ay, G . F. 
Treanor, T . F . M cElroy, E . J . Higgins, J. F . Breen, D . W . Gor­
man; Alumni D ay: G . W . Steffy, L . G . Goggin, S. S. Farago, J. 
A . Fay, A . C. Conte; Parents’ Reception: J. P . Robshaw, C. J. 
Reilly, J . A . Quirk, C. L. Rosmond, J . B. Kenny, P . S. Brescia; 
Commencement D ay: J . J .  Martin, J. F . Fausta, J . H . Sullivan, T . 
J . Harkins, A . F . Melucci, E . F . Smith; Music Commitee: L. O . 
Dugas, G . LaBrosse; H . J . Allen, G . D . Brazil, A . Balzofiore, A . 
M urchelano; E . J. R inaldi; Commencement B all: F . G . Carr, J. F. 
Keough, T . S. Clyne, W . B. Dugan, F. Mullen.

A s we go to press, the Pyramid Players are about 
to put on the “ Merchant of Venice"  at the Em­
pire Theatre, New Bedford, Mass. A fter a trip 
to Woonsocket and, possibly, W esterly, the play 

will be presented in the M odem Theatre, Providence, on M ay 3rd.
T he  rehearsals have been very satisfactory, and at this time the 

entire cast is in “ mid-season"  form. O ur immense auditorium was 
considered too small for the play; so “ a word to the wise— ”

C O M M E N C E M E N T
C O M M IT T E E S

M E R C H A N T  
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P R O V I D E N C E  V S .  N O R T H E A S T E R N

A t  P r o v i d e n c e ,  A p r i l  9  

A  S e q u e l  t o  L a s t  Y e a r  s  R e c o r d

M i x i n g  a  b a f f l i n g  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  p i t c h i n g  p u z z l e r s  w i t h  v e t e r a n ­

l i k e  p r e c i s i o n ,  T o m m y  M c E I r o y  h u r l e d  P r o v i d e n c e  t o  h e r  f i r s t  b a s e b a l l  

v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  t i l t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  N o r t h e a s t e r n  U n i ­

v e r s i t y  w a s  t h e  v i c t i m ,  t h e  p l a c e  w a s  H e n d r i c k e n  F i e l d ,  a n d  t h e  s c o r e

w a s  7 - 5 .

C o a c h  F l y n n n ’ s  s l e n d e r  l i t t l e  r i g h t  h a n d e r ,  h u r l i n g  u n d e r  t h e  

h a n d i c a p  o f  a  s t i f f  a r m ,  l e t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  d o w n  w i t h  n i n e  w i d e l y  

s c a t t e r e d  h i t s .  S e v e n  p o t e n t i a l  h i t t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t r u d g i n g  t o  t h e  b e n c h  

v i a  t h e  s t r i k e o u t  r o u t e .  N o t  a  b a d  d a y ’ s  w o r k  f o r  a n y  p i t c h e r .

C a p t a i n  J o e  D u f f y  l e d  o u r  ’ V a r s i t y  i n  t h e  h i t t i n g  a s s a u l t .  T h r e e  

h i t s  i n  f o u r  t r i p s  t o  t h e  p l a t e  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  D u f f y ’ s  l a b o r s  f o r  t h e  

d a y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i t t i n g  m o s t  o p p o r t u n e l y ,  C a p t a i n  J o e  f i e l d e d  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  f a u l t l e s s l y .

F r a n k i e  C a p p a l l i  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i e l d i n g  s e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  g a m e  b y  

c o n v e r t i n g  a  s u r e  h i t  i n t o  a  f o r c e o u t  a t  s e c o n d  b a s e .  C a p p a l l i  d a s h e d  

f a r  i n  b a c k  o r  s e c o n d  b a s e  o n  a  v i c i o u s l y  h i t  g r o u n d  b a l l ,  c l u t c h e d  i t  

w i t h  a  o n e - h a n d e d  s p e a r ,  a n d  t h e n  a l m o s t  t u r n e d  a  s o m e r s a u l t  t o  t h r o w  

t h e  a d v a n c i n g  r u n n e r  o u t  a t  s e c o n d  b a s e .

T h e  s c o r e  w a s  d e a d l o c k e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t h  w h e n  t h e  F l y n n - c o a c h e d  

c r e w  c a m e  t o  b a t .  W i t h  t w o  m e n  o n  t h e  s a c k s ,  B o b b i e  D i o n ,  n e w  

t h i r d  b a s e m a n ,  d r o v e  o u t  a  s h a r p  s i n g l e  t o  t h e  o u t f i e l d ,  s c o r i n g  

b o t h  m e n .

3 3 0
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J o h n  E .  K r i e g e r ,  ' 3 / .
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Joe Harraghy, veteran catcher; H arry  M ain, ’Varsity infielder of 
last year, and Leo Lobdell contributed fielding gems during the course 
of the game. Charlie M cVarish also turned in a sparkling exhibition.

T he box score of the game follows:
PROVIDENCE NORTHEASTERN

Runs—Dion, Krieger 2, McVarish, Duffy, Main, Cappalli, Tiffany, 
Ranney, Mahoney, Symncyk, Cook. Stolen bases—Dion, Lobdell, 
Main,, Cappalli, Mahoney, Goodwin. Two-base hits—Duffy, McVarish. 
Sacrifice hits—McVarish, Tiffany, Ranney, Symancyk. Double plays— 
Main to Cappalli; Dion to Main to Duffy. Struck out—By McElroy 7; 
by Somerville 4. F irst base on balls—Off McElroy 4; off Somerville 
4. F irst base on errers—Providence 1; Northeastern 3. Left on bases 
—Providence 7; Northeastern 10. Time of game—2h. 5m. Umpires— 
Meehan and Jansen.

P R O V ID E N C E  V S. C. C. N . Y.
Victim N o . 2

Scoring three runs in the first inning and then playing heads-up 
baseball all behind the superb left-handed twirling of Eddie Wineapple, 
proved sufficient to give the diamond representatives their second win 
in as many starts. T he final score was 4-0. Jack Flynn’s willow 
wielders scored the fourth run on a series of passed balls in the seventh 
inning.

Eddie W ineapple, in turning in his first win of the year, pitched a 
beautiful brand of ball. T he invaders were limited to three hits and 
fourteen waved frantic gestures in the ether as they attempted to comb 
W ineapple's delivery for hits. Judging from his first exhibition, W ine­
apple can be depended upon to turn in many winning exhibitions for 
the wearers of the black and white.

T he  ’Varsity has as yet to show hitting form. W hile the opposi­
tion was limited to three hits, so, too, was the Veritas entry able to 
gather a like number. Joe H arraghy was responsible for two and Leo

ab lb  po a  e
Dion, 3 ..................  5 1 0 1 0
Krieger, 3 ............  5 1 0 1 0
McVarish, r ............ 3 1 4 0 1
Duffy, 1 ................  4 3 6 0 1
Uohdell, m ..............3 1 0 0 0
Harraghy, c............ 4 1 9 0 1
Main, 2 ..................  3 1 3 3 1
Cappalli, s .............. 3 1 3 3 1
McElroy, p..............3 0 2 4 0

ab lb  po a e
Carter, s ..................5 1 0 2 1
Tiffany,__r.................  4 1 1 0 0
Ranney, m ..............4 1 1 0 0
_Mahoney, c............. 4 0 5 0 1
Richardson, 1 . . . .  4 2 5 0 1
Symancyk, r ............4 1 1 0 0
Cok, c.......................  3 0 5 1 1
Goodwin, 2 ............  4 2 6 2 0
Somerville, p..........3 1 0 3 0

Totals ................ 33 9 27 10 4     Totals ................ 35 9 24 8 4
Innings ...................................1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Providence .....................................0 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 x—7
Northeastern .................................0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 1—5
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*Batted for Tenzer in  8th.

KRIEGER KRACKS
H A V E  Y O U  S T O P P E D  T O  R E A L IZ E ?

T he inroads that our athletic teams are making into the Eastern 
collegiate reckonings? Last year it was the fortune of the baseball 
team to win the mythical Eastern title by virtue of victories over Notre 
Dame, Y ale, Northeastern, Georgetown, M anhattan, and Brown 
twice. T he  basketball team just closed a glorious season of conquests

Lobdell the other. Unless the team starts more prolific hitting in the 
immediate future chances for a championship year are dubious.

T he game was played in a combination of snow storms, tornadoes, 
and several different kinds of N ew  England’s variable climatic changes. 
Inclement weather has wrought havoc with Coach Flynn’s intentions 
for practices. T he  team leaves on the annual N ew  York invasion next 
week with scarcely two weeks of practice under their belts.

Providence scored their three runs in the first inning on a walk, 
a hit, a passed ball, and two wild pitches. Joe H arraghy contributed 
the bingle. Fleurent scored the final run in the seventh on a  pass, a 
stolen base, and a score on a passed ball.

T he  box score of the game follows:
PROVIDENCE C. C. N. Y.

ab lb  po a  e
K ittredge 3............ 3 0 1 1 0
K rieger, 1................ 3 0 2 0 0
F leurent, r .............. 2 0 0 0 0
Duffy, 1 ................  3 0 4 0 1
Lobdell, m ...............4 1 1 0 0
H arraghy, c............  3 2 13 3 0
Main, 2 ..................  3 0 3 2 0
Cappalli, s ................ 2 0 0 2 0
W ineapple, p..........  2 0 0 2 2

Totals ................ 25 3 24 10 3

ab lb  po a e
Garelick, 3 ..........  3 0 1        3 2
Liftin, m.................. 3 0 1 0 0
Blum, 2 ................  2 0 1 2 0
M usicant, 1..............3 0 4 0 0
McMahon, 1 ........  3 2 9 0 0
DePhillips, s ...........  3 0 0 4 0
F u te’rm an, r  ........ 3 1 0 0 0
Schwartz, c............. 3 0 4 0 1
Tenzer, p................ 2 0 1 1 1
♦Timiansky ..........  1 0 0 0 0

Totals ................ 26 3 21 10 4
Innings ........................................... 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Providence College ............................  3 0 0 0 0 0 1 x—4
Runs—K rieger, F leuren t 2, Duffy—4. Stolen bases—Fleurent, 

H arraghy, Garelick, Blum, McMaho.n. Double play—DePhillips to 
Blum, to McMahon. Struck out—By W ineapple 14; by Tenzer 4. 
F irs t base on balls—Off W ineapple 1; off Tenzer 7. Wild pitches— 
Tenzner 2. Passed balls—H arraghy, Schwartz. H it by pitched ball— 
By W ineapple—Garelick. F irs t base on errors—Providence 2, C. C. 
N. Y. 1. Left on bases—Providence 7, C. C. N. Y. 5. Umpire—Meehan 
and Jansen. Time—2h.
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by winning seventeen games in twenty starts. T he fact that two of our 
athletic representatives have carried our flag of Veritas high into col­
legiate ratings should cause us to lift our heads just a trifle and point 
with pride to the records created, established, and smashed by our title- 
seeking athletes.

D IA M O N D  S T A L W A R T S  N IC K  F IR S T  V IC T IM

Plenty of baseball ability, plenty of enthusiasm by loyal backers, 
and several little horseshoes tied prettily on Dominican bats were fea­
tures in the first win of the season over Northeastern. T he Flynnmen 
did not display the form that they are capable of demonstrating, yet 
they proved that things can be expected from them. T he score was 
deadlocked in the eighth inning, when with two runners on base, the 
opposing catcher threw wildly, opening an avenue for two scores. The 
lucky break, coming as it did, sent the large crowd into spasms of de­
light as the Dominicans made certain of their first win of the year.

IN T R O D U C IN G  C A P T A IN  JO E  D U F F Y

A  timely hitter, a faultless fielder, a good-looking fellow, and a 
lover of ice cream, are the constituents of our diamond leader. N ot­
withstanding the fact that Joe loses prestige because of the last two 
characteristics, it is generally admitted that he is one of the finest first 
basemen in the East. It is expected that the diamond aspirants under 
Captain Joe’s supervision will carve the Providence indentation in col­
lege baseball annals.

T H E  E V IL  E F F E C T S  O F  S M O K IN G

Recently just prior to the start of a baseball game Eddie Wine- 
apple, our infant athlete, who weighs only in the neighborhood of two 
hundred pounds and stands over six feet, decided to dissipate. Accord­
ingly, he accepted a proffered Lucky Strike and went through the mo­
tions of a confirmed cigarette fiend. Ere half the coffin nail was con­
sumed Eddie was sitting in a corner, violently ill. It seems that the 
two-hundred-pound infant never smoked before, and the thought of 
appearing on billboards as other athletes do, advocating Luckies, ap­
pealed to him. Tw o inhales of the smoke, however, laid our Edward 
on his back, coughing like a porpoise and feeling sick in the tummy 
region. N o more Luckies, avers he.
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JO H N  E . F A R R E L L  S E N D S  O U T  A N  S. O. S.
It is very seldom, indeed, that our graduate manager sends out 

entreaties to the students for aid. O f late, however, J . E . has been 
sorely puzzled, perplexed, nonplused, and lots of other trouble adjec­
tives. It seems that his hair is thinning out most remarkably, in fact 
remarkably alarming. The prospects of appearing in his social regalia 
sans his auburn sprouts has succeeded in frightening him. T o  date, he 
has applied Lucky Tiger, Mulsified Oil Shampoo, Olive Oil, Mange 
Cure, W ildroot, and Laco Shampoo with negative results. One cannot 
be a social celebrity unless one has a full growth of hair, avers Johnny. 
H e adds, morever, that girls are positively averse to associating with 
bald-headed college grads. Those who can suggest treatments for loss 
of hair are asked to call at the graduate manager’s office as soon as 
possible.

T H E  S A D  C A S E  O F  M A R T Y  G IB B O N S
Seemingly just on the threshold of stardom, M arty Gibbons ended 

last baseball season in a blaze of glory. This year, with the highest of 
expectations held out for him, M r. Jinx intervened and laid him down 
for the count with a hernia.

M arty was operated upon and, fortunately, is quite recovered. 
T he team physician, Doctor Brothers, stated that the plucky left hander 
will be out for the season. T he blow, coming at a time when M arty 
was expected to be a prominent figure in Providence’s fight for base­
ball recognition, was a bitter one to Jack Flynn, the baseball team, and 
the supporters of the team.

It is expected that he will be in condition to lead the football 
team of next year. M arty was the choice for captaincy by the letter 
men of last year.


