
© Providence College 
 

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following 
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be 
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4) 
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this 
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these 
conditions. 
 

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by 
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress) 

for the Providence College Digital Commons. 
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/ 

THE PROSE POEM: 
AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 

 
Volume 2 | 1993 

The Lovers 
Charles Simic 

 



Charles Simic 

THE LOVERS 

As the curtain goes up, there's a gasp of surprise and terror from 
the audience. The lovers on the stage have two heads on the same 
shoulder. They're sitting in the same chair at the same small round 
table gazing at each other lovingly. 

"People never doubt what they see, they only doubt what they 
think," says one head to the other. The audience is too preoccupied 
counting the lovers' eyes and noses to listen. 
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