THE PROSE POEM:

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

Volume 3 | 1994

La Feria
Naomi Shihab Nye

© Providence College

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4)
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these
conditions.

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress)
for the Providence College Digital Commons.
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/



Naomi Shihab Nye

LA FERIA

Here comes the woman who never looks up with one little girl riding
her hip in a shawl and one slinking alongside. The man who fathered
these babies is hard to find. He is usually sleeping with the woman he
loved before this one who doesn't feel bad about it because she had
him first. He is ugly but creative. He has designed buildings in town
no one wants to enter because they feel heavy. The first woman says
he will marry the second one sooner or later and that will be fine with
her. If he says it is time. When the little girls ride a carnival car at La
Feria they grip the steering wheel tightly and don't wave. All the other
children circle round and round, smiling as the tiny breeze ruffles their
hair. They are going on long trips, they say. But these two look grim
as if they are staying in one place.
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