
© Providence College 
 

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following 
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be 
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4) 
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this 
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these 
conditions. 
 

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by 
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress) 

for the Providence College Digital Commons. 
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/ 

THE PROSE POEM: 
AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 

 
Volume 4 | 1995 

Selected Bibliography Of 
Criticism On The Prose Poem 

 
 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

What follows is a Selected Bibliography of Criticism on the Prose 
Poem. I encourage readers to send bibliographical information along 
with hard copies of essays that are not listed below. I thank Michel 
Delville for compiling the first draft of this list. 

(P.J.) 

Beaujour, Michel. "Short Epiphanies: Two Contextual Approaches 
to the French Prose Poem."  In Caws and Riffaterre, eds. 

Benedikt, Michael. Introduction. The Prose Poem: An International 
Anthology.  New York:   Dell, 1976. 

Bly, Robert. "What the Prose Poem Carries with IT."  The American 
Poetry Review 6, no. 3 (1977). 

 ----- .   "On Writing Prose Poems:  An Interview with Rochelle 
Ratner." In Talking All Morning. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1982. 

------. "The Prose Poem as an Evolving Form." In Selected Poems.    
New York:  Harper & Row, 1986. 

Boyd, Greg. "An Application of Paradox." [pamphlet] Santa Maria:  
Asylum Arts, 1993. 

Breuning, Leroy C. "Why France?" In Caws and Riffaterre, eds. 
Brownstein, Michael. "Introduction." The Dice Cup: Selected Poems 

of Max Jacob.  New York:  Sun Press, 1979. 
Caws, Mary Ann. "The Self-Defining Prose Poem: On Its Edge." In 

Caws and Riffaterre, eds. 
Caws, Mary Ann, and Hermine Riffaterre, Eds. The Prose Poem in 

France: Theory and Practice. New York: Columbia University      
Press, 1983. 

Cohn, Robert G. "A Poetry-Prose Cross." In Caws and Riffaterre, 
eds. 

Coleman, Elliot. "Poetry and Prose: The Prose Poem." The 
University of Dayton Review 2, no. 1 (1967): 7-21. 

Deguy, Michel. "Poeme en prose, prose en poeme." In Caws and 
Riffaterre, eds. 

Edson, Russell. "The Prose Poem in America." Parnassus 5, no. 1   
(1976): 321-5. 

 ----- .  "On Counting Sheep." In Fifty Contemporary Poets:  The 



Creative Process.   Alberta T. Turner, ed.   New York:  David 
McKay, 1977. 

 ----- .   "Portrait of the Writer as a Fat Man:  Some Subjective 
Ideas or Notions on the Care and Feeding of Prose Poems."  In 
a Field Guide to Contemporary Poetry and Poetics.    Stuart 
Friebert and David Young, eds.   New York:  Longman, 1980. 

 ----- . "The Soul of Tales." Book Review. Parnassas, 16, no. 1. 
Fredman, Stephen.   Poet's Prose:  The Crisis in American Verse 

[second edition].    Cambridge:    Cambridge University Press, 
1990. Fuger, Wilhelm.    Introduction.    English Prose Lyrics:  An 

Anthology.  Heidelberg:   Carl Einter Universitatsverlag, 1976.  
Gerlach, John. "The Margins of Narrative: The Very Short Story, 

the Prose Poem, and the Lyric."   In Short Story Theory at a 
Crossroads.   Susan Lohafer and Jo Ellyn Clarey, eds.   Baton 
Rouge:   Louisiana State University Press, 1989.  

Holden, Jonathan.   "The 'Prose Lyric'."   In The Rhetoric of the 
Contemporary Lyric.   Bloomington:   Indiana University Press, 
1989.  

Horvath, Brooke.   "Why the Prose Poem."   In Denver Quarterly 
25, no. 4(1991): 105-15. 

 ----- .   "The Prose Poem and the Secret Life of Poetry."  American  
Poetry Review 21, no.5 (1992): 11-14. 

Hubert, Renee R. "Characteristics of an Undefinable Genre: The 
Surrealist Prose Poem."   Symposium 22 (1968): 25-34.  

Ignatow, David. "An Interview: With Gerard Malanga" in Open 
Between Us, edited by Ralph J. Mills, Jr. Ann Arbor: Univ. of 
Michigan Press, 1980.  

Johnson, Barbara.  "Disfiguring Poetic Language."  In Caws and 
Riffaterre, eds.  

Keene, Dennis.    Introduction.  The Modern Japanese Prose 
Poem.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1980.  

Le Guin, Ursula.  "Reciprocity of Prose and Poetry." In Dancing 
at the Edge of the World.  New York:  Grove Press, 1989. 

Levertov, Denise.   "What Is a Prose Poem?"   The Nation 193, 
no. 22 (1961): 518-19.  

Monroe, Jonathan.  A Poverty of Objects:   The Prose Poem and 
the Politics of Genre.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1987. 

Murphy, Marguerite S.   A Tradition of Subversion:   The Prose 
Poem in English from Wilde to Ashbery. Amherst:  University 
of Massachusetts Press, 1992. 



Perloff, Marjorie.   "Lucent and Inescapable Rhythms:  Metrical 
'Choice' and Historical Formation." In The Line in Postmodern 
Poetry. 

Robert J. Frank and Henry M. Sayre, eds.   Urbana:  University of 
Illinois Press, 1988.  

Ramke, Bin.   "A Gesture of Permission:  On Poems in Prose, 
etc."  Denver Quarterly, 25, no. 4 (1991):  129-35.  

Riffaterre, Hermine.  "Reading Constants:  The Practice of the 
Prose Poem."  In Caws and Riffaterre, eds.  

Riffaterre, Michael.  "On the Prose Poem's Formal Features." In 
Caws and Riffaterre, eds.  

Shattuck, Roger. "Vibratory Organism: crise de prose." In Caws 
and Riffaterre, eds.  

Silliman, Ron.  "The New Sentence."  In Talks:  Hills 6/7.  Bob 
Perlman, ed.   San Francisco:  Bob Perlman, 1980. 

 ----- .   "New Prose, New Prose Poem."   In Postmodern Fiction: 
A Bio-Bibliographical Guide. Larry McCaffery, ed. New York: 
Greenwood Press, 1986.  

Simon, John.   "Prose Poem."  Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry 
and, Poetics. Alex Preminger, Frank Warnke, and O. B. Hardison, 
eds.   Princeton:   Princeton University Press, 1965. 

 ----- .    The Prose Poem as a Genre in Nineteenth-Century 
Literature.   New York:  Garland Publishing, 1987.  

Sonnenfeld, Albert.  "L'adieu supreme and Ultimate Composure: 
The Boundaries of the Prose Poem."   In Caws and Riffaterre, 
eds.  

Terdiman, Richard.   "The Paradoxes of Distinction:  The Prose 
Poem as Prose." In Discourse/Counter/Discourse:  Theory and 
Practice of Symbolic Resistance in Nineteenth Century France. 
Ithaca:   Cornell University Press, 1995. 

 ----- .   "The Dialectics of the Prose Poem."  Ibid. 
Todorov, Tzvetan.    "Poetry Without Verse."    In Caws and 

Riffaterre, eds.  
Tyler, Parker.   Preface.  A Little Anthology of Poems in Prose. 

Charles Henri Ford, ed.  New Directions 14 (1953): 330-6. 
Wesling, Donald.   "Narrative of Grammar in the Prose Poem." 

In The New Poetries:  Poetic Form Since Coleridge and 
Wordsworth.  Lewisburg:  Bucknell University Press, 1985. 



Special Issues of Literary Journals on The Prose Poem 

Madrona, Volume 2, Number 7, 1973. Edited by John Levy with an 
essay, "Introduction to Prose Poetry." 

Pebble, Number 11, "Fifty-Four Prose Poems," July, 1974. Edited by 
Greg Kuzma and Duane Ackerman. 

Arion's Dolphin, Volume 3, Numbers 3 and 4, Summer-Autumn, 
1974. Edited by Stratis Haviaras with an introductory essay by 
James Randall, "Some Notes on the Prose Poem; Historical and 
Practical." 

Indiana Review, Volume 9, Number 2, 1986. Edited by Pamela 
Wampler with an essay by Marianne Boruch, "Edson's Head." 

Denver Quarterly, Volume 25, Number 4, Spring 1991. Edited by 
Donald Revell with essays by Wayne Dodd ("And Now a Few 
Words"), Brooke Horvath ("Why the Prose Poem?"), Marjorie 
Perloff ("Lyn Hejinian's My Life"), and Bin Ramke ("A Gesture of 
Permission"). 

lift, Number 7, August 1991. Edited by Joseph Torra with an essay 
by Gian Lombardo, "My Uncle, the Monkey, Sings on 
Wednesdays, When He's on My Back: Some Notes on Poems-in-
Prose and Prose-in-Poems." 

Literary Journals 

Paragraph. Edited by Walker Rumble and Karen Donovan. 18 
Beach Point Drive, East Providence, RI 02915. 1985-The Prose 

Poem. Edited by Steve Wilson. 1004 Sycamore, San 
Marcos, Texas 78666. 1990-The Prose Poem: An International 

Journal. Edited by Peter Johnson. English Department, Providence  
College, Providence, RI 02918. 1992- 

Anthologies 

The Prose Poem: An International Anthology. Edited with an 
introduction by Michael Benedikt. New York: Dell, 1976. 

The Anatomy of Water: A Sampling of Contemporary American 
Prose Poetry. Edited with an introduction by Steve Wilson. 
Georgia: Linwood Publishers, 1992. 



A Curious Architecture: New British and American Prose Poetry. 
London: Stride Press, 1993. 

Models of the Universe: An Anthology of The Prose Poem, edited by 
Stuart Friebert and David Young. Oberlin: Field Editions, 1995. 

The Party Train: An Anthology of North American Prose Poetry, 
edited by C.W. Truesdale, Mark Vinz, and Robert Alexander. 
New Rivers Press, 1995. 

Books Received 

Alexander, Robert. White Pine Sucker River: Poems 1970-1990. 
Minneapolis: New Rivers Press, 1993.  

Atwood, Margaret. Good Bones and Simple Murders. New York: 
Doubleday, 1994. Barrett, Edward.   Common Preludes. New York: 
The Groundwater Press, 1994.  

Bly, Robert.  What Have I Ever Lost By Dying? New York: 
Harper Collins Publishers, 1992.  

Boyd, Greg. Carnival Aptitude. Santa Maria: Asylum Arts, 1993. 
Bundy, Alison.  A Bad Business. Providence: Lost Roads, 1985. 
Cirino, Leonard.  Waiting For the Sun to Fill With Courage. 

Pygmy Forest Press, 1994.  
Clark, Tom. Junkets on a Sad Planet:  Scenes From the Life of John  

Keats. Santa Rosa: Black Sparrow Press, 1994.  
Clary, Killarney. Who Whispered Near Me. Newcastle upon Tyne: 

Bloodaxe Books Ltd., 1993.  
Davis, Jon.  The Hawk.  The Road.  The Sunlight After Clouds.  

Seattle:   Owl Creek Press, 1995. (chapbook)  
Debeljak, Ales.   Anxious Moments. Fredonia: White Pine Press, 

1994. DeWit, Johan. Rose Poems. Essex: Actual Size, 1986. 
Dybek, Stuart.  The Story of Mist. Brockport: State Street Press, 

1993.  
Edson, Russell. The Song of Percival Peacock. Minneapolis: Coffee 

House Press, 1992. 
 ----- .  Tick Tock: Short Stories and Woodcut. Minneapolis: Coffee 

House Press, 1992. 
 ----- .  The Tunnel: Selected Poems.   Oberlin: Field Press, 1994. 
Fixel, Lawrence. Truth, War, and the Dream Game: Selected Prose 



Poems and Parables, 1966-1990. Minneapolis: Coffee House 
Press, 1991.  

Fort, Charles. Darvil. Laurinberg:   St. Andrews Press, 1993.  
Grabill, James. Through the Green Fire: Personal Essays, Prose 

Poems and Poems.   Duluth:   Holy Cow! Press, 1995.  
Greenslade, David.  Fishbone.  Wales, 1993. Harjo, Joy.  In Mad  

Love and War. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press, 1990.  
Holst, Spencer. The Zebra Storyteller. Barrytown: Station Hill, 

1993.  
Ignatow, David. Against the Evidence: Selected Poems 1934-1994. 

Hanover: University Press of New England, 1993.  
Jenkins, Louis.  An Almost Human Gesture. Saint Paul: Eighties 

Press and Ally Press, 1987. 
 ----- . Nice Fish: New and Selected Poems.  Duluth:  Holy Cow! 

Press, 1995.  
Kasper, M. All Cotton Briefs: Expanded Edition. Brooklyn: 

Benzene, 1992.  
Lagomarsino, Nancy. The Secretary Parables. Cambridge: Alice- 

james Books, 1991.  
Lenihan, Dan. Green House Blues. Stockton: Wormwood Books 

and Magazines, 1993.  
Levy, John. We Don't Kill Snakes Where We Come From. Tucson: 

Querrencia Books, 1994.  
Linebarger, Jim. Anecdotal Evidence. Norman: Point Riders Press, 

1993.  
Lombardo, Gian. Standing Room. Baltimore: Dolphin-Moon Press, 

1989.  
Marcus, Morton. The Armies Encamped In The Fields Beyond The 

Unfinished Avenues. Santa Cruz: Brown Bear Reprints, 1977. 
McCoy, David B. The Geometry of Blue. Massillon: Spare Change 

Press, 1995.  
Meek, Jay.   Windows.  Pittsburgh: Carnegie-Mellon, 1994.  
Murphy, Michelle, the tongue in its shelf.  Morris:  Standing 

Stones Press, 1995.   (chapbook)  
Neruda, Pablo.  The House at Isla Negra. Fredonia: White Pine 

Press, 1988.  
Norton, John. The Light at the End of the Bog.  Black Star 

Series, 1992.  
Nye, Naomi Shihab.  Mint.  Brockport:   State Street Press, 1992. 



Oravecz, Imre. When You Became She. Riverside: Xenos Books, 
1994.  

Paola, Suzanne.  Petitioner.   Seattle:   Owl Creek Press, 1985. 
Perchan, Robert. Perchan's Chorea: Eros and Exile. Wichita: 

Watermark Press, Inc., 1991.  
Redgrove, Peter. The Cyclopean Mistress. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 

Bloodaxe Books Ltd., 1993.  
Russell, Glenn. The Plantings. Port Charlotte: Runaway Spoon 

Press, 1989.  
Rutsala, Vern. Little-Known Sports. Amherst: University of 

Massachusetts Press, 1994.  
Silesky, Barry. One Thing That Can Save Us.  Minneapolis: Coffee 

House, 1994.  
Simic, Charles. The World Doesn't End. San Diego: Harcourt Brace 

and Co., 1989. 
 ----- . Dime-Store Alchemy: The Art of Joseph Cornell. Hopewell: 

The Ecco Press, 1992.  
Smith, Ken. A Book of Chinese Whispers. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 

Bloodaxe Books Ltd., 1987.  
Smith, Thomas R.   Horse of Earth.   Duluth:  Holy Cow! Press, 

1994.  
Smukler, Linda.  Normal Sex. Ithaca: Firebrand Books, 1994.  
Vinz, Mark.   Late Night Calls. Minneapolis: New Rivers Press, 

1992.  
Waldrop, Rosmarie. Lawn of Excluded Middle. Providence: Tender 

Buttons, 1993.  
Welch, Liliane.   Life In Another Language. Ontario, Cormorant 

Books, 1992. 
Wiebe, Dallas. Skyblue's Essays. Providence: Burning Deck, 1995. 
Wiloch, Thomas. Paper Mask. Exeter, UK: Stride Press, 1988. 
 ----- . Stigmata Junction. Exeter, UK: Stride Press, 1985. 


	Cover Sheet Template
	ppj_v4_bibliography

