THE PROSE POEM:

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

Volume 8 | 1999

The Leopard’s Mouth Is Dry And
Cold Inside

Larry Levis

© Providence College

The author(s) permits users to copy, distribute, display, and perform this work under the following
conditions: (1) the original author(s) must be given proper attribution; (2) this work may not be
used for commercial purposes; (3) the users may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; (4)
users must make the license terms of this work clearly known for any reuse or distribution of this
work. Upon request, as holder of this work’s copyright, the author(s) may waive any or all of these
conditions.

The Prose Poem: An International Journal is produced by
The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress)
for the Providence College Digital Commons.
http://digitalcommons.providence.edu/prosepoems/



Larry Levis

THE LEOPARD'S MOUTH IS DRY AND COLD INSIDE

Now I am drying my body, but carefully, as if it doesn't really belong to
me, and won't last. And now that | see it, alone like this in the mirror, |
think I'm right; it won't last. After all, does a stray dog feel permanent
when you touch it? Does something as singular as this ant on my sill?
Or if 1 admit that stray dogs and ants might have a certain anonymous
permanence, why doesn't my white, bruised skin? It doesn't look as
durable as my wife's reading glasses. It doesn't even look as if it will
outlast some clouds | once saw. They were cramped into the sky of a
child's painting, and looked as if the child forgot to include them, and
then suddenly remembered and put in too many of them, as if to make
sure of something.
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