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The Cover

HE COVER of this supplement, pub-

I lished in honor of St. Thomas
Aquinas, Patron of schools, exempli-

fies the theme of the magazine, Aquinas and
Education, as it depicts the Angelic Doctor
silhouetted on the facade of Harkins
Hall, main building of Providence College,
one of the 239 Catholic institutions of higher

learning in this country.

It is particularly fitting that the students
of Providence publish this, for theirs is the
only men’s Dominican college in the United
States, and thus their teaching is derived
immediately from the successors
Thomas. In the catalog of this school it Is laid
down that through the philosophy of St
Thomas the foundation is laid for the train-
ing of free men

But we are not alone in this, for by the
directives of the Holy Father this same phi-
losophy of Thomas was made the :.,..mhuon
of every university college,
Therein is found the epitome o
a liberal education, for by basing the cur-
riculum on Thomas we develop the intellect
and will of man beyond the natural order,
centering its development upon the attain-
ment of eternal happiness.

academy

Within
record the

these pages we will attempt to
training of St. Thomas and his
educational philosophy. Then we will move
to the modern university, attempting first
to show how their philosophy agrees with
that of Thomas, and then how this philoso-
phy can be used in connection with several

problems currently plaguing us. Finally the
teachings of the Saint in connection with
other educational forms will be demon-
strated.

These ideas are in the main a tribute to
the fathers of Providence College, for it has
been from them that we have learned of
Thomas and his wisdom. In particular we
wish to thank the Very Rev. Robert J.
Slavin, O.P., Doctor and Master of Sacred
Theology, for without his help this would
have been impossible.

They Have Asked

HEY have asked of our patron:
I “Teacher, what Is truth that men
Have seen it not nor search in quest
Of wisdom for Its understanding
Even though the winds of early March
Declare in overtones the desolation
Of thelr souls, the hunger in their

hearts;
Can wretchedness, d be truth,
Is It but the awesome torch designed
To purge humanity from man—
Teacher, tell us, what is truth?"
These are the words the starving spirit

To a world e by fear and freighted
With disease and p:
'rhm are the pm.m of the anguished
oul.

And the answer comes from him
Whose life was spent in teaching men

He speaks, Aquinas xpenkn_ for everyone
To hear of the Triune Creator of firmaments,
Of the suns that whirl in space,
Of worlds uncharted,
Of time unknown
He tells them of the God of Power,
And the God of Wisdom,
And the God of Merc
He tells them of the God-Man which is Christ;
He fills the famished mind with food
Which does not pass away upon the
taste.

1t is for this he is revered,
For this he Is blessed,
For this he is sanctified
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specinl occasions durls " ‘“b“' Cl
e Mudens of Trovidn: iyt
s Tnterested n Providence Collese.

. The are special
colleglate agencies which mdy -l act
religious, cultural, social, poli

x partaking of the work of the
oG c-uwllz college student
only learns, but

tual development races on. The development
of the intellect by people engaged in the job
of education is not unusual; nor should the.
moral development of these people be un-
sual—but it i

With many of the modern philosophers
denying or pitifully misunderstanding half

nature, then logically, their phi-

losophies of education prepare to edueate
half a man. The product of these philoso-
phies is most generally a chaotic creature,
knowing a little about a lot, but not kmlu

w 1o live or how to direct living to an
end. It is this type of philosophy that fathers
that bewildering nutuH‘e intellectual
giant, but moral creti

The Thomistic phﬂoloph.v of education in-
sists on the development of the potentialities
of the complete individual. The NFCCS.
through such commissions as these engaged
in interracial justice, international relations,
foreign student relief, the missions, Cath-
olic liturgy, Mariology, and Catholie doctrine.
aids in a practical way the development of
that complete individual.

Patron Of Schools

“It is Our Will and We nnwy order and
command that

in Universities, Academies, calleu Semin-
aries and Institutions use SUMMA
mml.omc.\mm.nmuumud
their prelections and let them take partic-

times and it is fully calculated to overcome
the errors that are continually cropping up.”
“St. Thomas is the most perfect patron




. THOMAS DAY, 1952

THOMAS AQUINAS, Doctor
 Angelicus and most renowned
of Christian thinkers, lived
4 model life and was a model
teacher. ugh his  spirit n!
prayer, his profound humility, pe

and universal elu =
ity, he all who came in
contact with him—whether they be
high ecclesiasticals, his professors,
his brethren, his students or even
the most ignorant peasant who
heard but one of his famous Len-
ten sermons.

St. Thomas was born in the cas-
tle of Roccasecca, near Aquino, in
the kingdom of Naples, Italy, in the
early part of 1225. His father, Count
Landulf, was a nephew of Emperor
‘Frederick Barbarossa, and on his
\mothers side, he was descended

rom the Norman Barons who had
\wnquend Sicily two centuries be-
fore. The Aquino family could
claim relationship with St. Gregory
the Great, and was allied by blood
to St. Louis of France and St. Fer-
dinand of Castille.

The future vocation and sanctity
of the little Thomas had been pre-
icted to his mother, the Countess
Theodora, by a holy hermit of the

name of Bruno; and, while he was
yet an infant, God’s watchful Prov-
idence over him was manifested
in a striking manner. A terrific
thunderstorm burst over the cas-
Ule, and his nurse and his little sis-
fer were struck dead in the very
chamber in which Thomas slept on
unharmed.
When St. Thomas was five years
Id, his parents sent him to the
elebrated Benedictine Abbey of
Monte Cassino to be educated.
There, the quiet meditating
Aquinas was taught the first ele-
ments of knowledge. The Domin-
can, Fra Tolomeo da Lucca, who
& hn confessor, declared that
r—which in those
uy; et study of poetry—
st. Thomas studied logic and phil-
)sophy at the Abbey. I icular,
he young Aquinas learned at the

cor
nitted to memory the Psalter and
sassages from the poets. He also
‘ead Aesop's Fables, Theodulus the
sentences of Cato, and other
incient classics. ,  Horace,
Persius, Virgil, Quintilian and Aris-

The Angelic Teacher

totle were among Thomas' favorite
authors,

At ten because he had made such
progress in his studies, his parents
sent him, under the care of a tutor,
to the newly-founded University
of Naples. On his arrival at Naples
the extraordinary talents of which
he had already given proof at the
Benedictine Abbey became more
and more manifest, while at the
same time he made rapid progress
in the science of the Saints.

At the University it was the cus-
tom for the students, after the pro-
fessor had delivered his lecture, to
present themselves at a stated time,
and deliver before their com-
panions what they had heard in
the lecture. By this means they ex-

rcised their memory and mani-
fested their ability. But it was not
expected of the young students to
be able to reproduce the lectures
with the same ability with which
the noted professors of the Univer-
sity had delivered them. St
Thomas, however, not only repro-
duced the lectures with the same
perfection with which they were
delivered, but surpassed the orig-
inal compositions. He repeated
them with greater depth of
thought, and greater lucidity of
method, than the learned professors
themselves was able to command.

While at the University, Thomas
often visited the Dominican church
in the city; and, as he prayed before
the altar, bright rays of light were
more than once seen to issue from
his countenance. A holy Friar,
named John of St. Julian, who had
witnessed the wonderful sight, said
to the pious youth on one of these
days: “God has given you to our
Order.” St. Thomas fell to his
knees, saying that he had long and
ardently desired to take the habit,
but that he feared he was un-
worthy of so great a grace. He was
accepted into the order; and while
still almost a boy, he was publicly
clothed in the white habit of St
Dominic.

The news soon reached |he ears
of Countess Theodora, his mothe
who, recognizing the witiiment of
the holy hermit's prophecy, has-
tened to Naples to congratulate
Thomas. Ignorant of his mother's

Thomas  was
impending visit.
And so at his own request, he was
hurried off to the Convent of Santa
Sabina. Theodora, foiled and mis-
trusted, became furious against the
Friars and sent orders to her two
sons who were then serving in the
Emperor's army in Italy to waylay
their brother. The Countess, who
had become determined that her

son should never be a Domi

can,
imprisoned him for over a year in

a tower in the castle of Rocca-
secea.

His family, convinced of his
firmness, finally allowed St

Thomas to take up his vocation
again. To put him beyond any fur-
ther possible molestation from his
family, the fourth Master General
of the Order, John of Germany,
took the holy Doctor with him to
Cologne, where he became the dis-
ciple of St. Albertus Magnus, the
most renowned Dominican profes-
sor of the day. At the convent his
time was divided between prayer
and study.
him to conceal his v
mind; and his absolute silence at all
the scholastic disputations, which
was rendered more conspicious by
his huge stature and the portliness
of his figure, led his brethren to
call him, “the dumb ox of Naples.”
His genius, however, was soon dis-
played as a masterly solution of a
most abstruse question, from the
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take the Angelic Doctor (Thomas

a s 2 mo

the august Queen of Heaven.”
—Pope Pius XI

del of devotion to
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writings of Denis the Areopagite
:c:identauy fell into the hands of

. Albert. Astonished at the genius
u dnspliyed he, the next day, put

St. Thomas to a public test, and
LA e
‘We call Brother Thomas ‘the

dumb ox’; but I tell you he will one
day make his bellowing heard to
the utmost parts of the earth

a disciple of Albert, St.
Thomas became versed in the three
great bases—the Holy Scriptures,
the Lombard and Aristotle—on
which the active intellective of the
thirteenth century rested in its de-
velopment and analysis of truth. In

the
Thomas were sent to Paris by
Order. At pam University, Thom:
G et o R
for it was noi unusual at that time
for a man to spend fifteen or six-
teen on philosophy and Theology.
In 1248 St. Thomas and St. Bon-
venture, who were knit in the
Gl ey AR AT
raised together to the degree of
Bachelor of Theology. The same
vear the holy Doctor returned with
St. Albert to Cologne to form a
house of studies, at which Thomas
taught under Albert

summer of 1245, Albert and
the

Scholars soon discovered that the
two Dominican professors excelled
all others, and the new school at
Cologne was filled to overflowing
In his lectures, Thomas carried out
the five principles for teaching
which he had himself laid down.
These renowned principles
clearness, brevity, utility, sweet-
ness and maturity. Moreover, the
Angelic Doctor possessed a won-
derful gift of communicating
knowledge, that
learned from him ina
than from others in several years,

In 1250 St. Thomas received his
greatest joy: being elevated to the
priesthood; and after teaching for
four years at Cologne, he was or-
the General Chapter to
prepare to take his degree as Doc-
tor. In 1256 he and St. Bonaventure
took their Doctor's degree together.

so more was

few months

After receiving his Doctor's de-
gree, St. Thomas spent his time
praying, preaching, teaching, writ-
ing and journeying. He taught at
all the outstanding Universities in
Europe—Rome, Paris, Naples.
During all these busy vears of
teaching, the Angelic Doctor's pen
as at work indefatigably, enrich-
ing the schools and the Church
with invaluable treatices, which fill
twenty volumes, He commented on
the works of Aristotle, purged the
text of the pagan philosopher from



The Angelic Teacher

ryt ed to the truths
of Faith, while at the same time he
chose the terms of the Stagirite's
philosophy s the most scientific
classification of the ideas of the
humen mind. In short he estab-
lished a system of Christian phil-
osophy
Because of his humility and his
love for defending the faith, St
Thomas begged to be excused from
accepting the Archbishopric of
Naples offered to him by Urban
IV. Instead of the honor of being

an Archbishop, all the holy Doctor
implored was that the Feast of the
Blessed Sacrament should be ex-
tended to the universal Church
The Pontiff consented and or-
dered St. Thomas to write the of
fice of the Feast. The resulting of-
fice which contains among other

inspiring hymns, the O Salutarls

and Tantum Ego, which are sung
at Benediction.

In the latter years of his life
Thomas was occupled with the

Summa Theologica, which is a com-
pendium of all questions of Cath-
olic Theology and also a summation
of philosophy. At death he had
completed up to and including the
ninetieth question of the Third
1

Suffering from illness when he
received a request {rom Pope Greg-
ory to attend a general Church con-
ference, the Angelic Doctor never-
theless attempted fo go. On the

way he was taken serfously ill; and
wishing to die in a religious home,

he was taken to the Abbey of Fossa

Nuova

At the monastery St. Thomas re-
celved the generous hospitality of
the monks with t
ity. As the ev\d approached, he re-

utmost humil-

ceived the acraments and ut-
okl o m\ time his favorite
ejaculation, “Thou, O Christ, art

the King of glory
everlasting son of the Father.

He died on March 7, 1274. A mag-
nificant tribute to the life of purity
and devotion which St. Thomas led
was the funeral eulogy delivered
by Brother Reginald, a life-long
friend. In a short address, often
interrupted by his own sobs an
hose of his hearers, Brother Regi-
nald declared that he could solemn-
1y attest that St. Thomas had never
lost his baptismal innocence and
had died as pure and free from
stain of sin as a child of five.

t, mes was canonized by
Pope .Iuhn XXII on July 18, 1323,
In 1567 he was pronounced “The
Angelic Doctor” by Pope Pius V.
Leo XIIL in his encyclical Aeterni
Patris declared him “The Prince
and Master of all Scholastic Doc-
By a degree dated August 4,
1880, the same Pontiff designated
him Patron of Catholic Universi-
ties, Colleges

Schools throughout the world.

tors."

Academies, and

Thomas On Teaching

N THE 117th question of the
I firat mlm of the first part
# Bt Thomas
asks \he questio one man
teach another?” After rmmn. the
theorles of Averroes and Plato,
opinions which were founded on
their false sysiems with regard to
the union of soul and body, the
Angelic  Doctor gives his own
question.

Summa,

ne man can teach another, and
the teacher can be truly said to
impart knowledge o the mind of
the pupil by causing him actually
to know that which before he had
only the capacity to know.

Of the effects produced by an
external
by an external agent alone, some.
are caused by an external agent
and also by a cause operating from
within, Thus a house contributes
nothing to its own erection; the
work is all done by an external
agent, the builder. But health is
caused in a sick person sometimes
by the medicine which he takes
and sometimes by the recuperative
powers of nature itself, When the
two causes co-operate in the pro-
duction of such effects it must be
remembered that the principal
cause is not the external agent,
but the internal one; the external

agent is the assistant, furnishing
means and aid which the internal
agent makes use of to produce the
desired effect. The physician does
not produce health; health is pro-
duced by nature aided by the phy-
sician and his remedies.

This is what takes place when
one man teaches another. Knowl-
edge in the pupil must result from
the activity of his own mind. Some-
times, without the aid of a teacher,
he can acquire knowledge by his
own exertions, applying the native
force of his mind by which he
naturally knows the first principles

of all knowledge. Sometimes he is
taught by another, but even then
the mind of the pupil is the prin-
cipal cause, the teacher is only the
assistant, stating universal proposi-
tions, from which others follow,
or giving examples and similitudes
which readily bring to mind things
of which the pupil had not thought,
or showing the connection between
the principles and conclusions
which the pupil would not have
noticed if the master had not called
attention to them.

=

This, according to St. Thomas,
is how a master causes a pupil to
know things. It is not like the
process of pouring water into a
vessel. He is not simply the receiver
of good things from without; he is
a living agent, and all the teachers

COWL SUPPLEMENT

in the world can do him no
unles they
will stimulate the activity of
mind. No one can know
another, each one must know
himself; teachers help s
knowing. It is not well 1o mal
things too easy for learners; if
mind of the pupil is not called upon
to digest and assimilate the food
administered by the teacher, the
Kknowledge communicated, often
with great pains on the part of the
teacher, will be like water poured
into a sieve.

The foregoing St. Thomas® phil.
os0phy of edueation, is exemplified
by the life of the medieval uni-
versity.

In that life, a5 throughout the
middle ages, the one absorbing
science was theology. The whole
form of learning pointed to the
study of religion as the great
terminus of the human mind, and
the one right road from earth o
heaven. The liberal arts were but
a careful and laborious reepenil]
for philosophy or logie. Logic,
turn, was oy valiabiA et
as it was an instrunent for the or-
derlug, detendlug s proving the
great truths of revelation. The
great object of life was to know
God

The Ser the

bard, .mx Ammle were the three
great bases on which the active
intellect of the thirteenth century
rested, in its development and
analysis of truth.

One scholar said: “All science
should be referred to the knowl-
edge of Christ. The scholar should
£0 along the road to the well (like.

Isaac), that is, through the assist-
eology. Logic is

hich teaches us how fo
falsehood;

vhich teaches us

how to write and speak correetly;
rhetoric is good, which teaches us
to speak with elegance, and to per-
suade; geometry is good, which
teaches us to measure the earth on

\
|
or the art of reckoning, by which ‘
we can convince ourselves of the
I number of our days: and
music, which teaches us our har-
monies, and makes us think of the
sweet song of the ‘Blessed and
finally, astronomy, which makes us
consider the heavenly bodies, and
the virtue of the stars, darting
forth splendor before God. But
much better is theology. which
alone can truly be called a liberal |
art, because it frees the human
soul from its miseries.”



all contrast with the crowded
e of the thirteenth
century. But beneath this exterior

there is an even greater
one, that of the spirit.

The  both social and
educational, that emanates from
modern citadels of higher education

FrRAA AR AR R ARk
| “He (Thomas Aquinas) enlight-
ened the Church more than all the
ofher Doctors; a man can derive
more profit from his books in one

year than from a lifetime spent in

pondering  the

others.

philosophy  of

—Pope John XXIT
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varies both in principle and prac-
tice from that of Thomas. Today
colleges reject, in the main, the
©dernal truths that animate the
teaching philosophy of the patron
of schools. Because of this rejection
their principles and practices must

ecessarily vary.

A look first at the sncul world
+f the modern colleg
rate the variations. Todny colleges
:nd towards education for value,
(ressing the practical and mechan-
al. The students themselves re-
ect this attitude, living within
teir schools the amoral life that

ocial
TS o e e tox their
| actical value in later life, while
ihe emphasis on sports needs no
toderscring bere

w in general, the educa-
N e e e
\iese practices? During the past
§lty years changes have been made
i1 the teaching of educational
bpics. The scientific investigations
of the last half century have con-
cerned themselves with the sense

kAR AR KA AR AAK
“His mcnmg alone above that
o others, canons  alone ex-
copted, :nloyl such an elegence of

4 truth of proposition that those
Vho hold it are never found swer-
v ng from the path of truth and he
who dare assail it will always be
s spected of error.”

—Innocent VI
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¢ mulations that lead to the de-
\ lopment of thoughts, and from
4 e conclusions derived from these
+ adies new practices have been de-
¥ loy r centuries the educa-
{nal process had been a matter

4 estant

phraseology, a method of statement,

Today’s Education

of rote, with the student being re-
quired only to spew back to the
teacher the ideas that had been ab-
sorbed. Now, under the prod of
science, changes were made, so
that the student was expected to
learn more from his own exper-
ience and practice. Experimental
teaching was then emphasized, with
the student allowed to progress
2long his own natural lines.

This is not far from the teach-
ings of Thomas on education. The
levices proposed for teaching are

ate the reasons behind the new
philosophy. James, Dewey, and
company conceive of man as a
mere mechanism, while Thomas has
in mind the true nature of man,
and his eternal happiness. So the
tragic dichotomy that has entered
Western civilization since the Prot-
Revolt is exemplified in
education,

Some of the trends in education,
and their opposites in Thomas are
evident. One is naturalism. In the

kAR ARk

When Our Lord appeared to him
after he had completed his treatise
on the Eucharist and said to him,
“Thou hast written well of Me,

- Thomas, what wouldst thou deign as

a reward?” Thomas cried out in re-
sponse, “None, but Thee, O Lord.

kAR kAR AAA KAk
years immediately atter the split
between the Church and the here-
tics, major Protestant thinkers pro-
pounded a very formal theory of
teaching that stressed the classics
and scripture. Fro
very natural revolt that sougm to
find in the surrounding world (na-
ture) the sources of k
The conflict
led to thinkin
forms of religion, and sought to
find sources of conduct in this same
Down through the centu-
ries this developed a many
sided falsehood seen through all
mmu of learning. It now consid-
ers man as existing only on this
B i ioal ot of eter-
nal happiness ignored. That this is
against the teachings of Thomas is
evident, for with him all must be
directed towards that final goal
An offshoot of this false philoso-
phy is Socialism. It arose in con-
lict between the extreme doctrines
of individualism taught by some
naturalists, and the evident de-

ture.

mands of a world in which society
was paramount. It tends to the
other direction and sets up soci
as its own god. In those educational
philosophies that are socialistic.
conduct is rizht when it produces
social good, and is wrong when it
is against society. Religion is made
a function of society, and thus this
theory runs contrary to the ends
of the church. The social activities
mentioned at the beginning of this
article tend to this view, making

FHRAFIIRAIRK ARSI RI K
“A last triumph was reserved m

5

only philosophically but materi
ly in every detail. Nationalism, as
exemplified by the various forms
of fascism, makes education philo-
sophically subject to the state, but
leaves many of its details to the
individual.

All of these views of education
contain, it is true, some elements
of truth. For this reason mey are
extremely difficult to combat.

Fokkk kAR KR AR KA K

“Proceed strictly according to his
(St. Thomas’) method, for he al
ways defined the content of
limits of his opinion, without
less verbiage but with sober
solid expression of evident
cision.”

H
H

use-
and
pre-

—Pius XIII

this
compel the homage, praise and -d-
miration of even the very enemies
of the Catholic nami

—Leo XIm1
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the student life faithfully
duce and te

ciety.

Socialism is in turn divided into
views, both exalting the state. One,
Communism, has completely sub-
jugated education to the state, not

repro-
each the norms of so-

When we learn that some of the
teachings of Dewey parallel those
of Thomas, we may be led to think
of all his philosophy as correct.
Only if we learn the entire teach-
ings of Thomas upon education can
we correct these false tendencies
Only if these are instituted in all
schools according to the dictate
of Leo XIII will youth be able to
realize its true value as part of a
that recognizes God and
eternal happiness as the final ends.

society
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Thomas In The Modern World

example of this Is blmll of brute facts,” the problem
om

License And Liberty .

HE MODERN meaning of
ademic freedom” on the
college campus shows us
how far we have deviated from
the ideas of the Angelic Doctor.
Logically developed this freedom

has no limits except those which
the individual himselt may estab-
lish, a far cry from the Deo-centric

system of thought established by
Thomas. In practice, morals and,
mm( plrllculurly patriotism tend
h some bounds, but as we
i see it 1 still more of a licence,
than of a liberty.

To Aquinas freedom was a choice
to a definitely es-
tablished end, eternal happiness,
These means, since they must lead
to this end, are of necessity
keeping with the end. Thus they
cannot violate eternal truths, or the
natural truths that flow from them
Truth was a conformity with real-
ity established by God, and was as
immutable as its creator

between me

In contrast to this, modern educa-
tional practice holds the ideal that
truth is knowledge, lLe. anything
that man can experience or con-
ceive. For them academic freedom
is the right to disseminate any form
of this to anyone. The attempt to
stress eternal verities is decried as
ot permitting the formation of a
well sided education, and thus a
failure on the part of the educators,
That this system is impractical lrum
the very fact of human nature is
avparent tedks v iy il
For example,

ted States, universities
the forbidding of the teaching of
Communism, not because of any in-
trinsic wrong in
self, but rather because the state
is menaced by Similiarly on
various moral practices there are
only certain views that can be
preached because the masses of
soclety protest against them, moral-
Iy and traditionall;

This is, of course, the extreme of
academic freedom. There is an-
other type with which Thomas
could find no fault, the right of
teachers, all of whom accept God-
given truths as absolute, to teach
in any manner they found fitting,
and to experiment to discover new
‘material truths about the universe.
From his teacher, Albert the Great,
the Patron of Schools learned the
value of ripping aside the tradi-
tional coverings of truth in order
to find out if what is being taught
is as correct as man can make it.
He himself recast several of the
tenets of Christian philosophy dif-
ferently, for from his knowledge
they were not correct in all parti-

culars. A noted
seen in his acceptance of Aristotle
as the “philosopher.” Prior to the
time of Thomas, Aristotle was re-
Jected by many theologlans and
philosophers because his teachings
had become distorted in their trans-
mittal through the Arabs. With the
of new ftranslations, uk!n
from the originals, Aquinas e
lished A-lmn)e as the Dlrlmuunl
Greek philosoph

So we see the cnnlrlnl between
the true and the false notions of
academic freedom. One sets the

individual up as the final arbiter
of truth, the other, accepting etern-
al norms, allows him to exercise
his rational nature to its fullest
oday, unfortu-
it is the first that is ac-
cepted. From it springs the loosen-
ed morality of the modern world,
for when the youth of a e
is taught that each is his
sodas, thera’ oo g I AN
ing of what is truly right. The
birthright of humanity, reason, i
being thrown away in a vain quest
for eternal truth,

the teachings of
the true nature of
truth still exist. From them can be
1 the notions that should
shape academic freedom, the hold-
ing to divine truths while attempt-
ing to further human ones.

Fortunately
a

¢ Science And Men

N AN academic world in which
would present a terminology of un-
that eriticism is leveled at the ex-
perimental sciences. When to this is
added the attitude—somewhat on
the wane today, but for too long
such as Millikan,—that with the
“discovery”’ of the experimental
method culminated in the nineteen-
carded “all intuitive axioms on the
one hand and authority on the
other such as had been the foun-
dation of the medieval scholastic-
ism of Thomas Aquinas and his suc-
and appealed “to the tri-

g

two-sided,
And because both viewpoints re-
flect basic unfamillarity with the
true nature of what their propon-
ents regard 4
worlds apart, the problem becomes
& very human one, attackable, as %0
many others, by education.

The deliberate dismissal,
posedly by way of uplmmsm, of
traditional philosophy by scientis
15, of course, more prevalent than
is eriticism of modern sclence, The
ordinary thinking person may fee
somewhat helpless before the in-
tricacies of technology, but he can-
not help thinking of, for example,
medical and agricultural develop-
ments which have so manifestly
helped him. But a fundamental
criticism of experimental science as
such, rather than of the outlook of
scientists, can only be the product
of a misunderstanding of the ways
to knowledze

Thompson points out that “the
history of science and philosophy
suggests that the constant practice
of deduction mental
intoxication” whueby ‘the possible
and the real become Indistinguish-
able. Before proceeding to educa-
tion, then, the world about us has
to be considered in our immediate
knowledge of things, of which nat
ural science is but the extension.
Not that by induction man attains
certitude, for as the realistic Doclnr

puts it, “he who
aroiig Wigaliredlo 3 AR
does not demonstrate . . . (induc

tion has) to take for granted that
all things contained in a class have
been considered”.

Experimental scienc goes just so
far. In the formulation of theories,
that is, incomplete inductions im-
plying suspense of judgment, sci-
ence reaches ahead of its present
status a bit by providing food for
thought, but the limits remain. Yet,
notwithstanding this proportional
nmnuumblmy of a thing the more

in matter is its essence,
g s 2
huge concrete werld. and induction
prepares its m:

And, from the v:ewpolm of prac-
tical examples in the laboratories
and classrooms, Aquinas, the Edu-
cator, provides

roposing “some sensible examples,
either by way of likeness or op-
position, or something of the sort,
from which the intellect of the
learner is led to the knowledge
of truth previously unknown.”

The other problematic attitude,
in the field of science, which looks
upon philosophical thought as a
thing of a past age is closely re-
lated. It is the other side of a mis-

fields that are of

for the master’s St

Scholasticism, of which St. Thomas
is the best exponent, on the basls
of misidentification.

Of course Thomas™ use of author.
ity was for its superior exposition
of reality. Of course the intuitive
axioms were not convenient fabri-
cations, as implied, but rather the
recognition of an existing situation.
Common knowledge? Not without
at least a nodding, but true ae.
quaintance with Scholastic

But, the fact remains that even
without such knowledge, the scien-
tist, for example, when he de-
scribes, is utilizing the very prin-
ciples he has proclaimed as unrecog-
nized: identity, contradiction, ete
He even presumes such
ical entities as “thing” and “sub-
stance”. This granted, there can be
no doubt as to the validity of an
essentially more certain knowledge
having the same beginnings. Con-
commitantly, as recently excel
set forth by Pope Plus XII in his
recent address to the Pontifical

Academy ol Science, modern sci-
ence has verified and deepened two

mos, “1) the mutability of things,
including their origin and their end:

first and fifth ways of St. Thomas'
proofs for the existence of God.

But the scientists as such is

of a genus factor in a particular

species is but a descending
tion, since it does not identify
concepts by means of a third,
in deduction, whose smooth




[, THOMAS DAY, 1952

It the sclentist, as a human be-
~nevertheless must have.

P in the realm of but one,
,b Tuin both.

T. THOMAS knew that there
were persons who took life
100 seriously for their own

long-faced  Albigensians in the
southern part of France, the ex-
eager Averroists at the
University of Paris, and pessimists
in and about Cologne all opposed
to the idea of recreation. B
Thomas  realized
was an essential part of the life
of man. He knew that man needs
relaxation of some type. He strikes
this vexing problem at the heart
when he cites St Augustine: “I
pray thee spare thyself at times;
for it becomes a wise man some-
times to relax the pressure of
sttention to work.” To further en-
large upon this principle under-
Iying recreation he tells the story
which Cassian relates in his Con-
ference of the Fathers.
1t seems that St. John the Evan-
telist was playing games with his
lisciples. A group of pre-Cromwell
Puritans, passing along the road,
ised their eyebrows to indicate
hat they were utterly abashed. In
i true anti-Puritan attitude, St.
John invited one of them to shoot
in arrow. The invited man kept
o shooting the arrow. When the
Puritan was well intrigued by the
port, St. John asked him what
would happen if he were to shoot
he arrow without a let-up. The
Puritan answered that the bow

HA AR AR AAKIAAK AR
“There is none of us but can see
the danger in which the family and
«ivil society itself are involved
swing to the plague of perverse
opinions; they would certainly be
much more mnuun and secure if
sounder one more i
ronformity wllh e teaching of
Ihe Church, were taught in schools,
Sich a doctrine as is contained in
11e works of Thomas.’
—Pope Leo XII

ko kAR kA Ak A AR

\ould break. St John remarked
1at somewhat the same thing
10uld happen to the human mind

tat the Angelic Doctor expected
¢ eryone to indulge in some out-

8

side interest. Included in these out-
side interests would be lu:h mnn
s music, leisurely reading, art ap-
preciation, and the like, bln we will
be primarily
particular
called sports. What would  St.
Thomas have said about our pres-
ent collegiate sport program?

St. Thomas does not delve into
the question of sports as elaborate-
ly as he considers other problems
but he has ziven us the principle
underlying these modern applica-

Nicomachean
win is nllunlly de-
lighttul, inasmuch as
gained thereby the esum.u«n of
one’s own excellence; and for this
reason all games of contest in which
there can be victory are especially
delightful.”

St. Thomas did not have the
problem of overemphasis of sports
that we have today, but he did

AL

realize that excessive

Sports en-

usiasm would lead to drinking
and revelry. We can safely say
that the Angelic Doctor would not
approve of the present “big time"
attitude on sports as it prevails at
many of our institutions

He believed in sports for the
sake of man, not man for the sake
of sports. It would sadden him to
see the commercialism which h:
crept into collegiate sports today.

We would not want people to
receive the idea that St. Thomas
was against sports; he realized
that indulgence games was
as natural as eating and sleep-
ing, but he would be dead set
against the practice of athletes go-
ing to school to pla;
marj
secondarily.

in to an institution of learning and

be given credits in tapestry, water
skiing, and pottery making in or-
der 1o be eligible for football is
a commonplace incident, but such
a practice would receive a hxrdy
condemnation from Aqui

Using St. Thomas' principles as a
basis we can say that a complete
sports program for our colleges
would be approved by St. Thomas,
but there must be enjoyment and
delight gained from these sports;
if a sport is played for the re-
numuneration to be obtained then it

is to be admonished. The object of
all subsidization of college students
is to allow the person a chance to
gain and education, not an opj
tunity
gridiron.

to better himself on the
If a person as a result

FRRR A AR AR KRR AAK

“Though after his death the writ-
ings of Brother Thom: im-
ugne many great men and
subjected to the test of sharp criti-
cism, nevertheless his
never decreased but rather waxed
stronger. With reverence and re-
spect it was diffused over the whole
carth,

=z

—Bartholemew of Capua,
Who knew Thomas personally

authority i

7
tional lawful authority and set up
one in its own image, thus setting
at naught another of the requisites

- of law. One by one the standards

have fallen, until we have reached
the modern day chaos.

This tendency of the mass to ex-
alt itself would be all right if the
leaders were to preserve the notions
of la

the ideas of the mass, with what
the majority claims right being

right. From this we have the
teachings of schools that could ex-
cuse the conduct of a Hiss, and the
interpretation of the law upholding

of striving for learning uses his
free time to play athletics in the
sense of recreatio:
reproached. For are
in doubt as to the value of sports
let them remember the story of
the bow and arrow and they will
receive the answer to the question
—Why Sports?

Broken Precepts
HE definition of law con-

I tained in Thomas's Summa

(I-I, Q. 90) is based on
four keynotes: a dictate of rizht
reason, published, lawful authority,
and for the common good. When
any of these four are missing, true
law cannot ex

But it is readily apparent that
some, if ot all, of these are miss-

ing from the laws and udicial de-
cisions which are being issued to-
day. The reason for this digression
from true law is historically com-
plex for the actions of government
since the thirteenth century are not
measured by any absolute.

Yet we may discover a faint ink-
ling of them. Thomas' definition
with its emphasis on reason pre-
supposes the action of a reasoner
man. This emphasis on man,
coupled with the rediscovery of
ancient democracy during the Ren-
naisance put the burden of making

9N laws upon the mass of the people.

As this mass base for law widened
under the influence of changing
economic and educational stand-
ards, confusion set makers
thought of this mass that made the
laws in terms of mass itself, and
not of the reasonmg power em-
bodied within it. This transference
wr i e
moved law away from the notion
of common good based on eternal
truth. Common good was based
upon the majority wishes and not
upon eternal truths.

As the mass began to realize its
weight, it revolted from the tradi

ilization (Buck vs Bell, 274 ULS.
zoov

Democracy is not incompatible
with Thomas' ideas of law. The
broadening of the base of govern-
ment presents problems, but they
are not insuperable. Civil society
is the creation of reason with which
each man is endowed. And it ex-
ists solely for the common good in
which each individual has some
part. Thomas did not exclude any-
body from his idea of the state, so
all people can join in making the
laws. The problem arises in mak-
ing the people realize the great
part they have in this process.

When individuals made laws for

at

people, education was unnecessary,
for experience could enable them
to carry on. The problem arises
when we must educate all the
people in the nature of their task.

Unfortunately, at the same time
that people were assuming promi-
nence in the making of laws the
hu)ch was losing its force as an
The real power
nm " Thomas postulated did not
affect the new ideas of society. As
the democratic nations progressed
further and further along the lines
of democracy they went at the
same time further and further away
from the teachings of the church.
We must go back to the teachings
of the church and in particular
those of Thomas in order to obtain
the proper ideas of law.




Learning Through Llfe

From The Beginning

OUNT Michael de ln Bedo-
‘ yere, In a recent article in
the English Blackfrlars' mag-
ine, Life of the Spirit, remarks
n the commonplace that 5o few
of the British Catholic people are
leading truly Christian, truly spir-
tual lives. And we ourselves must
have noticed how seldom religious
life in this country transcends the
barest legalistic observances, Our
Catholic professors justly compla
\when asked why their colleges and
universities do not make a contribu-
tion to the intellectual community
worthy of the great truths
they espouse, that little can be ex-
pected of them along those lines
when students come up to them
from the lower schools expecting
things so entirely different
The good Catholic
who called for the establishment of
parochial schools were no less
faithul to the Church of their
fathe merit the eternal
remembrance of the Church for the
sacrifices they made, so that their
children might be schooled in an

more

immigr

environment not uncongenial to the
faith, but they were bewitched
by the American dream of prosper-

t such as they had

never known in the grovelling pov:
erty of the old country, and their
great myoplc goal was to see them-

advantages of the many opportun

jties that America offered and joy-
ously pursuing the manifold enter-
prises that promised them luxury

tended to lose sight of that

and well-or-

that really
supplied the meaning of life, and
which was their finest heritage

from the great Catholic Schoolmen
of the past, and were swept up in
the Noah's flood of secularism. For-
tunately, however.
the memory of St. Thomas and our
other great doctors is being made
to come alive again even in our
grade schools, just as a half cen-
tury ago the great principles of
Scholasticism enjoyed a renaissance
and seminaries.
It does seem more than simple op-

in recent years,

in the universities

timism to discern a certain wid

spread resurgence, or at least a d
sire for one, as expressed in the
general criticism of the recently
popular habits of promiscuity and
irresponsible  specialization  that
have been almost axiomatie in ed-
ucational circles for the last cen-
tury.

What form, however, is the
troduction of Thomistic principles

in-

into our lower schools to assume?
Obviously, it Is not a question of
taking the Summa into the cl
rooms and expecting of the adole
cent student the solidity and sup-
pleness of mind that will permit
him to follow the intricate reason-
ing required for this procedure, for
we could never succeed with
the children where we constantly
fall 40 short even at college. Rath-
er, Is it not the restoration of an
attitude, the medieval attitude, the
Catholic attitude, of wonder and
reverence, of delight and love for
bmnn and for the Being, for sub-
e of life, rather than for the
Eternals, the siatstics and endless
classifications that are the bogey
of present-day savants?

This, 1t has been suggested, may

by

It iv only natural that the task
of providing the means of this
study should fall to St. Thomas'
own brethren in The Order of
Preachers, and it Is gratifying to
note how well they have taken up
this opportunity and this duty. The
Summer School for Sisters held
here at the college each year,
where the best Dominican teachers
and thinkers are brought from all
over the country, to impart to the
nuns a deep and complete knowl-
edge of the Summa Theol
step in the right direction mm i
already proven very succe
more and more of these -ml.ny-
trained sisters return to their elass-
rooms steeped in the best prineiples
of Thomism, the professors in our
Catholic colleges can hope to have

3
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the medieval delectus sapientine, by
once again regarding wisdom, not
mere knowledze, as the ultimate
goal of study, by restoring in the
schools of which the Angelic Doctor
nd or-

is patron his own unified

in their
characterized by the cowish com-
placency of the warped and cavil-
ling skepticism that are the bane
of modern theology classes, but
rather somewhat more like the poor
scholars of old times, who trudged

dered of

the
which was able to bring about all

view reality view
the great medieval Summae be-
cause the thinkers of the thirteenth
century saw the cosmos as it i,
hanging from the Divine Being, the
I Am Who Am.

Catholic teachers have a hard
task, then, to vanquish all the dis-
tractions and supersede all the pom-
pous hypotheses that compete so
vigorously for the minds of modern
youth. They themselves would be
the first to admit their imperfect
resources for this work, for in a
sense they must be all the things
that they teach—their minds must
be alive with the wisdom, and their
souls brimming with the sanctity
of St. Thomas, and on top of this
they must be artful and patient
teachers. This means that they must
be observing to the full the voea
tions of their own religious con-
gregations and societies and sec-
ondly, that they could well afford
to recelve special training in a thor-
ough study of Thomistic theology.

gaily up to Oxford or Paris, to lis-
ten to Albert or Scotus or Bona-
venture or Thomas.

To The End
ERHAPS the most avid de-

of adult education. Intelligent
men and women all over the coun-
try are apparently coming to real-
Ize the deficiencies in their own
personality and general

or the despiritualization of their
own schooling. The popularity of
serious books like those of Thomas
Merton is one phase of this ten-
dency, and another is the increas-
ing willingness of ordinary people
to participate in study clubs, Great
Books discussion groups, and simil-
And although this in-
terest is widespread and various
enough for some to go off on ex-

. A% cred oratory and the spiritual re

students not o

otic Orlental tangents, St

ways well attended.

We must not forget,
that the most natural and most
familiar vehicle for the spread of
Thomistic teaching and the Cath.
olic mentality which is now under
discussion is in the province of sa-

treat. The preacher is the teacher
of Catholicism par excellence—it is
he whose immediate and special vo.
cation it 1s to fulfill the

visioned by Saint Gregory
Great, when he wrote of an orde
praedicatorum, who were to live
in community, working assiduous-
understanding

cern than 1o bring the message of
Christ to the minds and hearts of
His children. The good preacher,
remembering that he is deputed by
the bishop 1o instruct as much as o
exhort, will draw heavily on the
fountain of Catholic truth, the writ-

Doctors

humbler Catholics would probably
be much surprised to learn that
ideas which they have long takes
for granted were first elucidated
in the pages of Aquinas.

If all the present opportunities
to inculcate the wisdom of Saint
Thomas are seized and exploited.
if priests and laymen—such &
Providence College graduates wha

given such a good
Scholastic background—are confi-
dent and fluent about their well
ordered and noble philosophy, there
is every promise of a general re-
2 e of Catholic spiritual life
And then, under the auspices and
« intercession of Saint Thomas Aqui
nas, the Patron of all Catholi
schools and the Common Doctor of
the Roman Church, we may hope
to see, instead of specialization
singlemindedness; instead of phe
nomena, beauty; instead of dats
truths; instead of science, Divine
Wisdom, and all, an
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