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Lady Friars Sprint to Second
by D.J. Andersen ’16
Sports Staff
Cross country
For a few heart-stopping minutes,
the Providence College Women’s cross
country team was the best in the nation.
Through a series of disqualifications
and reversals, the Cross Country Team
was officially named the runnersup in the NCAA Tournament—
the biggest stage of the season.
On November 17, 2012 in Louisville,
K.Y. at the National Division I Cross
Country Championships, PC women’s
cross country team showcased their
talent. The team ran exceptionally
well and finished second in the
sport’s biggest event of the year.
The school was trumped only by
Oregon in the official standings and
rose above schools like Stanford,
Florida State, Michigan, Arizona,
Duke, and Big East rival UConn.
The race was a six kilometer event;
each woman had to run nearly 3.75
miles. Each team that competed had
seven runners participate in the event,
and the combined finishes of these
participants determined the results.
Providence had big contributors to
their runner-up position, but their
best individual times came from
Sarah Collins ’16 and Emily Sisson ’14.
Collins placed 10th in the race with a
time of 19:50.7, which only added to
her phenomenal freshman season.
She proved that she is the second

fastest in the country, finishing only
behind Cal Poly’s Laura Hollander.
Sisson finished 15th in the race with
a phenominal time of 20:00.1, ending
her junior season with momentum.
Laura Nagel ’14 ( 20:12.5) had
the third fastest time for a Friar
runner, and finished 35th in the
event. With Nagel’s finish in the top
40, the team finished the race and
season with three All-Americans.
Next to cross the finish line for the
team was Shelby Greany ’13, placing
60th (20:28.3) in the event. Greany
spoke of the race in an interview
on Friars.com, saying, “After last
year, we just wanted to come here
and really show that we deserve to
be here and show Ray that we are
committed to him and the program.”
This quotation and the general
attitude around the school indicate
how much respect everyone has for
Head Coach Ray Treacy. Treacy is the
foundation of the women’s program
and has showed this through the
tremendous success he has had in
his career. After graduating from the
College in 1982 and taking over the
program two years later, Coach Treacy
has never looked back. In his 25 years
at the helm of the program, he has
won one national championship and
finished in the top 10 an astonishing
18 times. After a tough 2011-12 season,
Treacy was able to provide something
that Greany described as “a great
atmosphere to be able to start fresh.”
Samantha Roecker ’13 took the 134th

spot in the national event (21:01.5).
She finished her senior season as a
strong contributor to the success of the
team. Roecker was asked by Friars.
com what it was like to finish her
senior season with such success,
responding, “It means a lot that
we all came together at the right time
when it really mattered and everybody
stepped up and did what they had to
do today; it’s a really special moment.”
The final runners to place for the
Friars were Grace Thek ’14, who
came in 167th, and Molly Keating
’16, who finished in the 218th spot.
The rest of the women’s cross
country team will all be returning next
season, except for seniors Greany and
Roecker. Already achieving success on
the national level, freshmen Collins
and Keating have only seen a glimmer
of the achievements that they will
garner in their tenure at the College.
One thing is for sure, as long
as Ray Treacy is leading the
charge of this program, nothing
seems beyond the team’s reach.

Smith Hill Annex Open for Business
by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor
Off-Campus News
Most Rhode Islanders who attend
or work at Providence College have
driven by a nice set of buildings
on Douglas Ave and have seen
the College’s logo on one of the
windows. Being a school made up
predominantly by those coming from
out of state, the majority of the College
community would not know that it
has expanded beyond the Fennell
gates and into the neighborhood.
The annex is a 1,000-square foot area
that the College is leasing from the Smith
Hill Development Corporation and is
considered, according to a press release,
to be “a neutral meeting ground where
people from the College and residents

of the neighborhood can interact.”
The annex has been in use for quite
some time now as classes have been
meeting there since last year. Currently
one class meets in the Annex on Tuesday
evenings. The course, titled “The City
and its Storytellers,”focuses on different
aspects of the Providence community
and changes themes each year.
The class is made up of eight PC
students and 12 members of the
College Unbound program sponsored
by
Roger
Williams
University,
which is not expected to provide
financial support. Dr. Keith Morton,
professor of Public and Community
Service Studies, teaches the course.
According to its website, College
Unbound is a unique, meaningful
way to achieve an accredited college
degree or certificate. It categorizes
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Father Shanley speaks at the official dedication of the Smith Hill Annex on Friday, November 9.
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Coming Back for More...
The Cowl was never one for holding on-campus events. In this
arena, we couldn’t hold a candle to the experience of BOP or BMSA.
Consequently, hosting Mallary Tenore ’07, managing editor at The
Poynter Institute and former editor-in-chief of The Cowl, will be quite
an experience. After months of successful planning, we’re proud to
announce that Mallary will be giving a talk, entitled “Journalism:
What Every Young Journalist Needs to Know to Break Into the
Field,” on Thursday, December 6, at 8 p.m. in the Fishbowl.
Mallary’s visit is testament to, among other things, the strong
bonds forged here at The Cowl. It’s always so wonderful to witness
the longevity of these relationships. Two years ago, Cowlers from
decades past came back to partake in our 75th anniversary banquet
and see the changes on campus. Former section editors wandered
into our office and left notes on the desks, spoke to current Cowlers,
and reunited with former ones. Even now, Facebook pictures of
staff members who graduated four years ago regularly pop up on
our newsfeeds. There’s something about The Cowl that keeps them
connected to each other and to the PC community. Maybe it’s the
late Wednesday nights, or the satisfaction of seeing the tangible
product of their work every week, or perhaps, for editors, it’s the
invigorating stress and joy of leading a group of writers week after
week. Whatever it is, it keeps alumni like Mallary coming back to
contribute to her alma mater, even after five years.
This bonding experience is not unique to The Cowl. It occurs in
every on-campus organization, whether it is Friars Club, PCTV,
WDOM, BOP, BMSA, Campus Ministry, Student Congress, or the
myriad of other clubs at PC. Staying involved in a group provides
an individual with a chance to walk through their four years with
a consistent group of people. After those four years, students find
themselves not only attached to PC in general, but to their clubs as
well. As is the case with Cowl alumni, it’s the relationships formed
at such a small level that last beyond college and keep them coming
back to give more. This is not surprising because while being Friars
gives us a sense of identity off campus, being part of an organization
is what gives us a sense of identity while we are on campus. This
identity survives beyond college and keeps alumni coming back.
Thanks go to the Office of Student Affairs, which invests so much
time, effort, and money into the clubs and organization where these
lasting relationships are formed.
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Fri 30

Partly
Cloudy

Sat 1

34°
26°

Mostly
Cloudy

Sun 2

40°
34°

3:30 p.m.
Commencement
Core Info
Session, Soft
Lounge

7:00 p.m.
Men’s Ice
Hockey vs.
Merrimack,
Schneider Arena

9:00 p.m.
Senior Night,
McPhail’s

7:00 p.m.
Lesons & Carols,
St. Dominic
Chapel

Cloudy

Mon 3

52°
43°

12:30 p.m.
Sunday NFL
Ticket, McPhail’s
2:00 p.m.
Brendan Frail 3
v. 3 Basketball
Tournament,
Peterson Center
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Cloudy
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Wed 5

48°
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4:30 p.m.
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Lighting, Slavin
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Adopt a Family
Wrapping Party,
Slavin Overlook
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African
Worldview Food
Night, Moore II
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Are We PostRacial?, Aquinas
Lounge

Letter Policy

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Tiffany & Earl Note

51°
37°

Tues 4

The Tiffany & Earl feature in Portfolio is a satirized account of Providence College. Both
the question and answers are purely works of fiction. Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes whose
comments ultimately satirize the stereotypes they each represent.

Few
51°
Showers 33°
6:00 p.m.
Alex and Ani:
Marketing
Positive Energy,
Moore III
7:00 p.m.
A Gospel
Christmas
Concert, Mural
Lounge

Thurs 6

Partly 45°
Cloudy 27°
7:00 p.m.
Relaxation Cafe,
Slavin Overlook
8:00 p.m.
Breaking into
the Field of
Journalism,
Slavin 112

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising

Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.com for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subscriptions

Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $100 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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PC Professor Wrote Screenplay that
Inspired Hannah Montana Show
by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
Featured Teacher
Recognizable around campus as
the professor with the purple hair,
Professor Marc May plays the dual role
of teacher and Hollywood screenwriter.
May grew up in Los Angeles, where he
was exposed to Hollywood throughout
his childhood.
At age 18, May wrote his first
screenplay entitled Love and Terror, a
story about a writer who falls in love
and quits writing horror in favor of
love stories, which leads to two of his
craziest fans attempting to scare the
writer back into the horror genre.
As an undergraduate, May looked
down on film as a career path and
instead studied at a liberal arts college.
One day, as May was sitting in a
political science class, he realized that
film was his intended career.
He walked out of the class and
later applied to the film school at the
University of Southern California,
where he earned his master’s in
screenwriting.
May also holds a master’s from the
University of California, Los Angeles
in producing.
Before coming to Providence, May
taught at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas for 11 years. While in California,
May was a screenwriter for shows on
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Marc May graduated from the University of Southern California with a master’s in screenwriting.

Showtime and Starz. He also wrote
his own screenplays, including a small
independent film entitled Primo, which
premiered at the Grauman’s Chinese
Theater in Hollywood.
May’s most recent credit was story
editor on Stealing Las Vegas starring Eric
Roberts. May also wrote a screenplay
entitled I Want Kandee, the story of a
teen pop star who runs away to high
school to become a normal teenager.
This screenplay went on to inspire the
Disney Channel show Hannah Montana.

Despite May’s success in Hollywood,
he noted that many screenplays will
never be produced by Hollywood or
seen by audiences.
“For every eight movies Hollywood
buys, they make one,” said May. “Most
movies sit in development hell and
most members of the Writers Guild at
any time are making money writing
and rewriting movies that will never
get made.”
In August, May moved to Providence
to teach at the College and be closer to

between January and March, and
following the interview process,
the club comes together to select 14
freshmen, 11 sophomores, and 10
juniors to be new members of the club.
During Cassidy’s freshman year, he
was one of those 14 freshmen to be
invited into the Friars Club, which is
currently comprised of 74 members.
While Cassidy has previously
served on the various committees that
comprise the Friars Club, including
the Friars Development Committee,
which reaches out to alumni, the
Charities Committee, and the Reunion
Committee, this year has bestowed
a new role upon him. As president
of the club, Cassidy has taken on the
responsibilities of overseeing the club’s
committees and contacting various
offices at the College.
“Each executive member is typically
a contact person for a different office,
and so my contacts are typically Father
Shanley. Most of the other members,
like our vice president, work with
admissions, so my role is to oversee
the other offices,” Cassidy explained.
“I don’t have as many contacts, but
I do more oversight of all the other
committees. I work with Father
Shanley, college events, institutional
advancement, just kind of a whole
mix of things.” Cassidy also noted that
he works with Steve Sears, dean of
students, as well.
While members of the Friars Club
can be easily spotted on campus
giving tours in their signature attire,
Cassidy’s mélange of responsibilities

as president of the club
mirrors the breadth of the
club’s roles at the College.
According to Cassidy, there
is a certain “broadness” to the
club’s duties.
“It’s not just giving tours
but it’s a lot of service, and we
do it in our jackets, not in our
[white] jackets,” he stated.
In addition to giving tours
Mondays through Saturdays
to prospective students, the
club works at both formal
and
non-formal
events
affiliated with the College,
including alumni events, St.
Dominic’s Weekend festivities,
accepted students days and
open houses, men’s home
hockey games, Smith Center
productions,
convocation,
funerals for members of the
College’s community, and,
what Cassidy called the club’s
“flagship of college events,”
commencement.
Yet Cassidy also stressed the
importance of service in the club’s
operation.
“We do things outside our white
coats too, and so we do a lot of
community service and campus
outreach,” he said. Whether it is hosting
appreciation dinners for the College’s
cleaning company and Sodexo workers,
or tutoring at St. Pat’s Academy on
Smith Street, the Friars Club serves not
only the College, but also members of
the local community.

his family on the East Coast. Prior to
moving to Rhode Island, May’s time
on the East Coast had never extended
past a two week period. Although he
believes that people are essentially the
same on either coast, he does not feel
similarly about the weather. May has
been adjusting to life in Providence,
and he has, like any good Friar,
sampled Golden Crust Pizza.
May
is
currently
teaching
Fundamentals of Screenwriting and
in the spring he will teach Advanced
Screenwriting.
In Fundamentals of Screenwriting,
students learn about how movies
work—something many believe they
understand but do not. In Advanced
Screenwriting, students complete their
own feature length screen play.
May’s own favorite movies are
Raising Arizona, Doctor Strangelove,
and Close Encounters of the Third Kind.
So far, May has found his students
and colleagues to be “wonderfully
sweet and supportive.” In particular,
May has great respect for his colleague
Fr. Ken Gumbert, O.P., who is also a
professor of film at the College.
“There’s a craft to movies, but the
reason any movie is good or bad is
because of the story. A successful
screenplay is one that has a good
story and is well told. Movies are
like real life, with the boring
parts cut out and the interesting
parts
emphasized,”
said
May.

Greg Cassidy ’13 Leads Friars Club
by Kathleen McGinty ’16
News Staff
Club President Spotlight
For Greg Cassidy ’13, being a
Friar runs in the family. Yet for the
Cassidy family, becoming a Friar
does not merely rest on the premise
of completing four semesters of DWC
or wearing a Friar Fanatic T-shirt
to basketball games at the Dunkin
Donuts Center. Instead, it means
sporting that white, neatly pressed
Friars Club jacket.
Cassidy, a biology major from
Scotch Plains, N.J., and the current
president of the Friars Club, learned
what it meant to be a Friar from his
older brother, who served as the club’s
president two years ago.
“I kind of knew about [the club]
from him and then started getting
interested and joined,” Cassidy
said. That, combined with Cassidy’s
experience in high school as an
ambassador who worked open houses
and gave tours, incited Cassidy to
apply to the Friars Club during his
freshman year at the College.
Each year, the Friars Club invites
freshmen, sophomores, and juniors
to try out for the club. The process
includes submitting an application
that asks for students’ demographic
information, their high school and
college extracurricular activities, their
GPA, and a short personal statement.
Applicants are typically interviewed
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For Cassidy, it is the character of
the club, reflected in its service to the
College and the community, that has
come to grow on him and make him
feel at home.
“From when I first made the club
until now, I have always known that if
I ever needed something, there would
be a fellow member there to help,” he
said. “Friars to me is more than just an
organization. It’s a family.”

NEWS

4 The Cowl

Students Hold
Viewing of Tapped
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Student
Congress
Updates
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
Senior News Writer
Student Congress

• The Class of 2013 is continuing to work on plans to improve
MORGAN PEKERA ’15 / THE COWL

by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
no big caps
Among the Alumni Dining Hall,
the Friar Buyer, and vending machines
on campus, plastic disposable water
bottles are everywhere. On an average
day, how many people on campus
purchase a disposable water bottle only
to throw it away? Do the purchasers
of these know the exorbitant rates
they are being charged for what is
essentially filtered tap water?
On Tuesday evening, students from
the Global Activism class presented
the documentary Tapped in the Slavin
Overlook Lounge. The presentation was
a piece of the students’ project which
attempts to spread awareness and get
the student body actively involved on
issues pertaining to tap water.
At the beginning of the presentation,
small cups of water were handed out
to the students in attendance. They
were asked to drink from the cup and
cast a vote, stating if they had just
drunk tap water or bottled water. After
voting, students flipped their cups
over and found out if their cup was
filled with tap or bottled water. Many
students were wrong in their initial
vote, proving that the taste of tap water
is not that different from the taste of
bottled water.
Providence is ranked second in the
country for best tap water. In spite of
this, many Providence residents spend
hundreds of dollars each year on
bottled water.
At the front of the Overlook Lounge,
giant bags of water bottle waste

were dumped on the ground. This
represented the waste from Meagher’s
trash rooms through the course of
only one day.
It was stressed that tap water is, in
fact, safe to drink and by drinking tap
water, one is not only saving money,
but also saving the environment.
Petitions pledging to make smart
choices for water consumption were
passed around to students. A raffle was
also conducted, and 10 students won
free water bottles.
Next, a survey was conducted.
Students were asked to raise their
hands if they owned a Brita, if they
used bottled water, or if they owned a
Brita, yet still used bottled water. Many
hands were raised in agreement for all
three questions.
Finally, Tapped was aired. According
to the documentary, in 2007, 29 billion
bottles of water were purchased in
America. Most of these purchases
went to a Nestlé Brand product, such
as Poland Springs.
The documentary opened featuring
the small town of Fryeburg, Maine,
where the town citizens are at war with
Nestlé. Nestlé is taking water from the
town and selling it at a highly inflated
price. These profits are never seen by
the town’s inhabitants.
According to the documentary, bottled
water is the biggest advertisement scam.
Through commercial media, bottled
water has been portrayed as healthier
and more pure than tap water, when in
reality it is just as good.
The next time you go to purchase
a disposable water bottle, remember,
Providence has the second best tap
water in the country.

the handicap accessibility on campus, and the Class of
2014 is beginning the process of selecting Commencement
Core. The Class of 2015 is finalizing plans for printing the
Office of Safety and Security’s number on the back of
student ID cards, and the Class of 2016 mentioned plans
of hosting a Sweetheart Valentine’s Day Dance sometime
next semester.  

• Student Life recently met with Steve Sears, dean of

students, to discuss plans for a non-varsity athletic trainer.
Academics announced that they will be sponsoring free
snacks and coffee for students in the library in the coming
two weeks. Clubs and Organizations is in the process of
making Future Friar Executives an umbrella club for all the
different business organizations on campus.

• Khushbu Desai ’14 announced that SAIL is beginning the
process of selecting Orientation leaders for the 2013
program. They are looking to select a diverse student staff
for the program, so all interested students should start to
consider applying.

• Legislation introduced by Katelyn Higgins ’14 that created

a new Current Events course for the 2013-2014 school
year was passed.

• A new kiosk for advertisements for campus events will be
built on lower campus in the area between Bedford Hall
and Davis Hall, thanks to legislation introduced by Sean
Aherne ’14 and passed by Congress.

• Congress passed another piece of legislation that was

introduced by Higgins approving an electronic version
of the process to apply for extended time to take
examinations. Higgins noted that this new process was
meant to be more time effective and eliminate anxiety for
students.

• The only piece of new business was legislation introduced

by the Academics Committee outlining proposed changes
in the academic calendar for the 2014-2015 school year.
The changes include making move-in day for on-campus
students the Tuesday before Labor Day, so the first day of
classes would fall on Wednesday of that week. Columbus
Day recess would begin on the Friday before the holiday,
making it easier for out-of-region students to go home
during that holiday; and making Thanksgiving recess a full
week long.

The News Section is
hiring! Come “build” your
résumé with us! Apply
today in Slavin LL04!
MORGAN PEKERA ’15 / THE COWL

Bottles from one day in Meagher Hall were collected and displayed during the presentation.
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BOP Hosts Turkey
Bowl Tournament
by Carolyn Bothwell ’15
News Staff
Campus Events

With Thanksgiving right around the
corner, Providence College students
prepared for the all-American holiday
in an all-American way, the Turkey
Bowl. On Sunday, November 18, BOP
Weekend Programming presented
a seven vs. seven co-ed flag football
tournament for students and faculty.
“The Turkey Bowl is something
that my friends and family from
home always do on Thanksgiving,
so I thought that it might be a cool
tradition to start at PC,” Leo Latz
’15 said.
The stakes were high at the first
annual Turkey Bowl, with the
prospect of winning T-shirts and,
more importantly, bragging rights.
The teams were greatly spirited.
There was not a cloud in the sky,
but there was competition in the air
as five squads battled it out on the
crisp autumn day.

NEWS
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“The event was definitely a hit
and a lot of fun. The games were
competitive,” says Zach Furman ’15.
Leo Latz ’15 and Patrick Benedosso
’15 refereed the single-elimination
bracket tournament.
Champion of the Iron Chef
competition on Tuesday night, Fr.
Justin Brophy, O.P., prevailed for the
second time this week as he led his
team, “Brophy Bros,” to victory. Fr.
Brophy was considered the MVP of
the Turkey Bowl as he completed
multiple diving stops to prevent
touchdowns.
“The best player had to be
Fr. Brophy, protecting his QB at
all costs,” pronounced Johnny
McCarthy ’15.
“The victory is great and I’m
happy to share it with such a great
team. It was fun coming out here.
I’m just glad I can still push guys
around on the line,” said Fr. Brophy.
All participants were jovial despite
winning or losing. The Turkey Bowl
left all of the teams feeling thankful
for both friends and football.

www.thecowl.com
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by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Campus News

Sushi: Everyone’s Favorite Far-East Food
On Wednesday, November 28, the Film Club, Asian Am, and the History
Club co-sponsored an event about the Japanese delicacy, sushi. Dubbed, “Slice
of Japan: Jiro Dreams of Sushi,” the event featured Dr. Jaundrill from the
Department of History and a viewing of the award-winning documentary Jiro
Dreams of Sushi. Jaundrill informed the crowd of approximately 20 students
about the various intricacies of sushi, including the various types of rice that are
used. Contrary to popular belief, not all sushi is raw fish. After Jaundrill’s talk,
sushi and Japanese tea were served.

BOP to Sponsor Mini-Getaways
Cabin fever already striking? You are in luck, BOP is sponsoring several
opportunities to burst the Providence College bubble this weekend with trips
off campus. Trips will be to the Wrentham Outlets, Newport Mansions, a show
featuring Cake Boss star Buddy Valastro, and a performance of The How and the
Why. All trips cost less than $15.

Get a BMSA Passport, Win an iPad
The Board of Multicultural Student Affairs (BMSA) has launched a new
passport program at their events this semester. The passports will be available at
all BMSA-sponsored events, and each event will have a person who will stamp
the passport. At the end of the year, the person with the most stamps in their
passport will win an iPad.

Freshmen Stunned with News of Five Classes
Twelve days after freshmen had their first experience with the joys of
CyberFriar’s registration process, the Class of 2016 received an email at 8:06 a.m.
that may have woken up some members of the class faster than a large iced
coffee. The email outlined that a variety of majors, including most undeclared
students, should be registered for five classes, rather than the traditional four
that freshmen and sophomores take. This news sent many freshmen into a
panic, searching for an additional class to either fill a core requirement or help
determine a future major. May the odds be ever in your favor.

ANNEX: New Get to Know Your
Project Is Part
Newsies
Kathleen Sullivan ’14
of the College’s
Strategic Plan
Major:

Political Science and Economics

Continued from front page
“class” as happening anywhere where
learning is going on and credits are
given when students show their
learning in action. Students of the
program, after enrolling through
an accredited college or university
partner, graduate with a “college
credential” to show competence in the
program’s learning goals.
Providence College is not listed as
one of their college partners.
The College held the official
dedication of the annex on Nov. 9.
Approximately 50 members of the
College community were present
to officially open a small part of
Providence College in the community.
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president
of the College, was in attendance and
offered strong words of support for
the College’s expansion. He said
to the members of the community,
“Help our students to become the
kinds of community partners that
they want to be.”
Shanley also told those in attendance,
“This is our neighborhood.” He

continued, “This place represents our
anchoring in this neighborhood and
its long term. We aren’t here for a little
while, we are here for a long time.”
According to Morton, the annual
rent for the space is approximately
$13,000 and the build-out costs were
in the range of $22,000. As associate
director of the Feinstein Institute,
Morton commits a portion of his time
to managing this project, which is
estimated to cost in the range of $10,000
to $15,000 per year.
The College also counts on a VISTA
Americorps volunteer who dedicates
80 percent of her time to the project.
With the exception of Morton’s
salary, covered by the College’s payroll,
all costs for the Smith Hill Annex are
covered through fundraising from the
Helen’s Hope Foundation and by an
anonymous donor. For specific projects
that need funding, the money is raised
separately.
The Smith Hill Annex project is
part of the College’s strategic plan
to better its relationship with the
neighborhood.

Hometown:

Lincoln, Rhode Island

Fun Fact:
I am a transfer student, and I played D3 soccer at my first
school, Simmons College.

Most Commonly Found:
Somewhere around Slavin, usually in the Campus Ministry
office.

Biggest Role Model:
My sister because she also went to PC, and my mom
because she told me I should have gone here in the
first place.

Annoys Her Most:
When I can’t sit in a booth at Ray.

Most Passionate About:
Making the most of every opportunity I am given and
helping others do the same. Enjoying all that PC and
my college experience has to offer.
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Ask PC: Holidays

“What is your favorite Christmas movie?”

“Home Alone.”
-Jillian Sorrentino ’15

“A Christmas Story.”
-Jordan Harrop ’14

“Rudolph.”
-Jessica Hardeman ’15

“The Polar Express.”
-Kelly Murner ’15
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“Home Alone.”
-Harvey Dixon ’16

“Rudolph.”
-Ben Connor ’15

Exciting Events
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Sea Creatures

Math Square

by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Is it time for Shark Week Yet?
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“The Santa Clause.”
-Kelsey Giroux ’15

Cowl Puzzler
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“Miracle on 34th Street
because my house is in the
original one.”
-TJ Hoban ’15
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Oldest European Town Unearthed in Bulgaria
PC’s Dr. Drogula Comments on Discoveries
by Ben Remillard ’13
World Staff
bulgaria
Last month Vasil Nikolov, an
archaeologist from Bulgaria’s National
Institute of Archaeology, revealed the
oldest urban settlement ever found
in Europe. After starting excavation
near the town of Provadia in 2005, the
archaeologist and his team recently
found evidence of walls 10 feet high
and 6 1/2 feet thick.
According to The Huffington Post,
Nikolov believes these walls to be the
earliest, most massive fortifications
from Europe’s prehistory and date
somewhere between 4600-4200 B.C.
Nikolov said carbon dating has
chronicled a series of ritual pits at the
site as being more than a millennium
older than the oldest ancient Greek
civilizations. In addition to the walls
and pits, the team has uncovered the
remains of two-story houses 328 feet
wide, encircled by another fortified
wall.
Nikolov says the settlement, named
Provadia-Solnitsata,
most
likely
housed about 350 people who made
their wealth from nearby marshes
with rich rock-salt deposits. While this
is a small number of people, Nikolov
argues that the settlement meets the
criteria for being called a city.
Provadia-Solnitsata
was
a
commercial, agricultural, ideological,
and
production
center
capable
of an organized community and
government with production and
social structures. The main emphasis
was on the settlement’s salt production
and capabilities for “long-distance”
trade. These salt deposits allowed the
settlement to flourish and produce salt
even though it was far from the Black
Sea.
Nikolov said, “They boiled brine
from salt springs in kilns, baked it into
bricks, which were then exchanged for
other commodities with neighboring
tribes.” Nikolov went on to describe
how “for millenniums, salt was one of
the most valued commodities, salt was
the money.”
The Huffington Post suggests, “The
two-story houses, as well as the copper
needles and pottery found in graves
at the site, suggest a community of
wealthy people whose likely work was
the once-lucrative production of salt.”
One such discovery was a collection
of 3,000 gold pieces unearthed 40 years
ago nearby around the city of Varna,
a find that MSNBC lists as the oldest
gold treasure in the world.
Dr.
Fred
Drogula,
associate
professor of history at Providence
College, noted one important issue of
power structures and organized labor.
He notes, “Big walls imply group labor;
someone has to pay for that time...was
this a stratified society or was it a
communal effort?”
The appearance of copper spiral
needles used as hair pins and jewelry
described above may denote some
particularly affluent people, who had
the luxury of buying such goods. If this
is the case, it may imply a hierarchical
society with some people benefitting
more than others from the town’s trade.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ICR.ORG

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLANCSPOT.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF CTNEWS

Above left: A skeleton lies surrounded by gold and other luxury goods, denoting the wealth and status of the person buried there. Above right: A view
of the walls at the settlement. These walls reveal the sophistication of the community’s societal structure and their commitment to fortification and
defense. Bottom: The skeletons of an adult and a child uncovered at the Provadia-Solnitsata archaeological site.

Drogula pointed out that Civ
survivors should remember that Rome
was built and possibly settled as a
result of its location on a salt road, the
Via Salaria. To have this connection to
one of the most powerful cities to ever
have existed, should force researchers
to study not only how influential this
settlement was, but also why it might
have fallen.
Nikolov believes that the town
was abandoned following a relatively
quick climate change which brought
a “considerable rise of average
annual temperature and severe dry
spell in the region.” He argues that
as a result of this, the “flourishing”
agricultural communities of the region
experienced an ecological shock that
prompted their “quick nomadization,”
even forcing the people of ProvadiaSolnitsata to abandon their rich salt
producing society.
Drogula defined this site as a
“commodities trading center,” which
set them apart from many of the
hunter-gatherer types living at the
time. What is important about this is
not only what researchers can learn
from the settlement and its people, but

also from its clients, all the people that
came to the town from unknown miles
away to get this very valuable good.
While the presence of such thick
walls most likely indicates fear of
attack, he also notes that the bastions
located on the town wall reveal “even
higher expectation of attack than just
the walls” alone would suggest. It can
be deduced that life would have been
difficult, with constant threats from
envious neighbors.
One interesting practice found at
the site was that the bodies in the
graves were cut in half. Drogula links
this to an ancient superstition that may
have been common in early times,
where, fearing a zombie-like return
from the grave, people cut bodies in
half following death as a preventative
measure.
Because of Provadia-Solnitsata’s size
and the product it traded in, Drogula
deduced that it almost certainly
“implies larger communities around
there.” He believes that if archaeologists
can prove the existence of one such
community, like the one described
here, then there are almost certainly
others. The problem lies in how such

communities are likely to be the same
tiny size as Provadia-Solnitsata, and
that they are incredibly difficult to find
thousands of years later, especially in
such good conditions; communities
like these “just don’t leave the remains
we’d like to see.”
As
such,
historians
and
archaeologists know “almost nothing”
about settlements in ancient northern
Europe. In this case, the discovery of
Provadia-Solnitsata raises as many
questions as it does answers. Such
questions include, “What was their
capacity of production?” “How many
people could buy [their salt]?” What
was the “size of their client base?”
“Were there any connections between
Myceneaens or Minoans and this
community?” To find a settlement like
this, where there are visible remains
and intact structures demonstrates
a culture with a “very organized
process, which is very neat.”
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Business
Black
in
theWorld: Friday
by Meaghan Lambert ’14
World Staff
business
A retailer’s dream, a salesperson’s
nightmare, and a thrifty consumer’s
anticipation.
The
day
after
Thanksgiving, hailed as “Black
Friday,” is the biggest sales event of
the year, officially kicking off the
holiday shopping season. Fifty percent
off sales, “doorbuster” items, and red
ticket merchandise tempt shoppers
into stores in the wee hours of the
morning. Doors opened as early as
8 p.m. Thursday night at Walmart,
driving antsy shoppers away from
their family dinners and sparking
widespread protest among employees.
In a recovering economy, economists
wonder if Black Friday participation
signals consumer optimism and a
positive upturn, or if Black Friday sales
depict desperate attempts by shoppers
to trim their holiday budget in still
trying times.
Hundreds of eager customers lined
up outside Sears, Target, Macy’s, Old
Navy, and other large retailers early
Friday morning, with some even
showing up Thursday night. Target
Senior Vice President Bryan Everett
explained that opening their stores
earlier means more customer traffic,
and families spending more time in
the stores. Everett explained, “Usually
it’s just a parent with a child, or mom
and dad, or just a single guest in the
store. This year, we were seeing four to
five person families.”
“Cross shopping” was more
apparent this year, with several
customers gravitating away from
shopping exclusively in electronic and
toy departments, and branching out to
clothing, home goods, and accessories.
Although analysts predicted strong
Black Friday turnout, comparable to
last year’s three percent increase in
profits, sales success could just be
smoke and mirrors in the country’s
economic forecast. Paul Dales, senior
economist for Capital Economics,

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRROLE.COM

Shoppers flock to Macy’s to take advantage of annual Black Friday deals. This year hundreds of eager shoppers lined up at stores around the country
where sales began as early as Thursday night, Thanksgiving.

stressed, “History suggests that
strong sales on Black Friday tend to be
followed by weak sales over the rest
of the holidays, and that weak sales
on Black Friday tend to be followed by
strong sales later on.”
Dales emphasized that the overall
correlation between Black Friday sales
and overall holiday success is negative,
with most households determining a
specific holiday budget whether they
spend most of it on Black Friday or
during the rest of the holiday season
is irrelevant.
Retailers and small business in
areas hit by Hurricane Sandy have
already experienced significant sales
loss in the past month since the storm

and hope to recover during the holiday
season. According to The New York
Times, Macy’s CEO Terry Lundgren
plans to stagger discounts throughout
the holiday season, hoping to
continuously draw customers into the
store. With an additional weekend on
the calendar between Thanksgiving
and Christmas this year, consumers
have more time to shop for their loved
ones. Michael Brown, a partner at
global management consulting firm
A.T. Kearney, reported, “Although
[more opportunities to shop] won’t
impact what people are planning to
buy, they will probably end up picking
up more impulse items like jewelry or
apparel for themselves.”

Official Black Friday sales reports
will not be available for a few more
days, but economists suggest the
numbers will not bear much weight
on the overall state of the economy. In
regions of the country where consumer
confidence
is
particularly
low,
shoppers indicated they participated
in Black Friday sales simply to save
some money. With consumer spending
representing about 70 percent of the
economy, the country can only hope
long lines at the malls, extravagant
sales displays, and newspapers full
of coupons will bring the American
economy some holiday cheer.

had very limited safety features.
According to sources, there was not
a single emergency exit on any of the
floors. Firefighters could only do so
much to help those left on the inside
as high levels of smoke and the overall
structural instability of the building
made it impossible for the firemen to
enter many floors of the factory.
The director of the fire department
operations,
Major
Mohammad
Mahbub told The Associated Press, “Had
there been at least one emergency
exit through outside the factory, the
casualties would have been much
lower.” Inside of the building there
were only three staircases, all of which
went through the ground floor, which
is where the fire originated. All the
employees on the first floor and above
had no way out, and many leapt out

of windows to escape the encroaching
inferno.
Thousands
of
citizens
and
concerned family members crowded
the area, and local police and military
were dispatched to control the
gathering. Many of the victims were
burned beyond recognition. Those
who could be identified were returned
to grieving family members.
In May 2011 Walmart publicly
acknowledged that the Bangladeshi
factory had been given an orange
or “high risk” assessment upon
inspection. Later that year, in August,
a follow-up inspection granted the
factory a yellow or “medium risk.”
Another inspection was scheduled for
2012, yet the chance never came as the
fire devastated the building. Walmart,
although not responsible for the safety

of the buildings it purchases products
from, will refuse to buy a product if
a factory receives more than three
orange warnings in one year. The
orange assessment given in May was
the first received by this factory in
particular.
It is certain that other factories in the
area have similarly poor safety ratings.
In fact, sources have stated that nearly
6,000 people die in fires such as this
each year.
Although horrific, there is little hope
that this incident will change the safety
standards of factories such as this.
Because of the high cost of improving
conditions, it is likely that the factories
of Bangladesh will continue to be a
source of concern in the future.

Tragedy Strikes Bangladeshi Clothing Factory
by Conor McGinley ’16
World Staff
bangladesh
A fire devastated a clothing factory
located just outside the Bangladeshi
capital of Dhaka, leaving at least
117 workers dead and close to 200
wounded.
The fire broke out late Saturday from
an unknown catalyst, and firefighters
fought to combat the blaze that quickly
engulfed all nine stories of the factory,
stranding hundreds of workers inside.
The factory, owned by Tazreen
Fashions Ltd., is a large exporter of
garments to both United States and
European companies such as Walmart.
The plant, employing mostly women,

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Email us at cowlworldnews@gmail.com!
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Black Friday:
the Priority
for Most
by Nathan McGuire ’16
Commentary Writer
SOCIETY

It’s the great American paradox
that has come to define our
generation—the two-day duo that is
Thanksgiving Thursday and Black
Friday. Many PC students returned
home to spend the holiday with
family, but which day of break were
you most thankful for?
On the fourth Thursday of every
November, Americans come together
to give thanks for their many
blessings. On the fourth Friday of
every November, Americans venture
into a land of cutthroat capitalism to
snatch deals on the very things they
think they lack. And this year, some
big box stores like Walmart, Target,
and Sears even opened their doors
on Thanksgiving Day.
It’s a sad realization that our
country has become so immersed in
consumerism. It’s even sadder that
Black Friday marks the beginning of
our Christmas season.
In America, we celebrate the
coming of Jesus by behaving more
primitively than wild apes, as we
shove fellow shoppers into tables
and walls in the pursuit of that last
discounted iPod.
Retailers
and
corporations
should not be blamed for society’s
preoccupation with consumerism;
we are the ones who crave the
products they sell. Black Friday
wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for those
Americans who leave Thanksgiving
dinner to wait in line for that iPod. As
long as there is this demand, Black
Friday will persist. It has little to do
with the suppliers and everything to
do with the demanders.
Black Friday stands in stark
contrast to the day that comes
before—a day of thanks and family
and friends, a day when all are
invited to the table, no matter their
religion, race, or nationality. This
year, however, there may have been
a few more empty seats, as some
shoppers took advantage of early
store openings.
Our thirst for worthless objects
has corrupted the traditional
principles of our society. It’s time
to reevaluate whether that iPod you
waited all night in line for at Best
Buy will put more of a smile on your
loved one’s face than the time you
could have spent with him or her.
Thanksgiving and the holiday
season should be about family, friends,
love, kindness, understanding, and
selflessness.
Someone who I am truly thankful
for put it simply: “There is no soul
connection to an iPod.” So, I hope
that this year you refused the lines
and the crowded stores and instead
spent your break with family and
friends.

Bring Your Own Cup to DD
Dunkin’ Donuts’ Styrofoam Cups
Are Not Environmentally Friendly

by Jenn Giffels ’14
Commentary Writer
campus
From the seasonal flavors to the red
and green print on its cups, Dunkin’
Donuts has officially announced the
advent of the holiday season. White
chocolate lattes and peppermint mocha
coffees adorn the hands of students
throughout campus, and the red velvet
munchkins don’t have me convinced
that they’re anything but chocolate with
a strange aftertaste of red food coloring.
With the onset of cold weather,
my reoccurring forgetfulness to bring
gloves anywhere (who can text with
those on anyway?), and my stubborn
refusal to order hot coffee, I love when
the workers at Dunkin’ put my iced
coffee in a Styrofoam cup. The fact
that this is wasteful has always been
in the back of my mind, but a recent
news story about a Styrofoam ban in
a Massachusetts town has made me
realize that this beneficial change isn’t
difficult.
Just this month, Brookline, Mass.
banned the use of Styrofoam for
packaged food and beverages by all
food service establishments, a Boston
Globe article explains. Although the
measure passed 169-27 at the Town
Meeting, there is lingering concern
that this is not a matter in which
the government should be involved.
The director of corporate social
responsibility for Dunkin’ brands,
Christine Riley, spoke in opposition
of the ban, explaining its cost to the
company. The Globe reported, “Riley
said Dunkin’ Donuts is committed to
finding a sustainable alternative to
the coffee cups it uses, but has not
been able to find one.”

Students line up at PC’s DD to order beverages, pasteries, and sandwiches.
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7 News reported last year that Dunkin’
was indeed looking for alternatives to
the Styrofoam cup, but hadn’t come
up with any definitive solutions so far.
Change.org has challenged Dunkin’
to stop serving coffee in Styrofoam
cups, and so far has collected 119,766
signatures for their petition.
On their website, Dunkin’ explains
that they continue to use Styrofoam
because “it insulates better than paper
cups we have tested,” and Styrofoam
“reduc[es] the added waste that occurs
with double cupping, cup sleeves,
and/or extra napkins.” In addition, the
website notes that Styrofoam is in fact
recyclable.
Technically, yes, Styrofoam is
recyclable. On the “Keen for Green”
website, Rob Tocchio explains that
many recycling centers don’t accept
Styrofoam because it’s difficult and
costly to recycle. It takes a long time to

break down naturally, and it releases
toxins when incinerated.
The logical answer seems to be to
encourage customers to bring their
own reusable coffee cups when making
their daily Dunkin’ runs. Admittedly,
the downside to this alternative is the
inconvenience of remembering to bring
your own cup, not being able to throw
it away when you’re done, and washing
it yourself at home.
Would Dunkin’s business suffer? If
people have to bring their own cups, are
they more likely to stay at home in the first
place and make the coffee themselves?
Dunkin’ claims to serve an average
of 2.7 million cups of coffee per day,
or 1.5 billion per year. If all Dunkin’
locations stopped using Styrofoam
cups, a trend would surely be set, and
the pressure would be on for other
retailers to follow.

twisted holiday of Skype-ical (made
it up) lewdness. It’s Black Friday’s
kid brother, and something I had not
heard of until this past Thanksgiving
break.
Cyber Monday refers to the
Monday following Black Friday
during which there is a similarly
ridiculous amount of shopping
and discounts that occur. However,
fittingly, it all takes place online.
Hearing about the nickname
attributed to this pseudo-holiday, made
me wanted to vomit. Great, exactly what
the country needs, another day dedicated
solely to the materialism that consumes
much of the holiday season; another day
for savings to take precedence over, well,
everything. Then, of course, the pros of
this once-revolting day reared their ugly
heads.
The violence of Black Friday simply
would not occur on Cyber Monday.
Shopping on Black Friday, one runs the
risk of being trampled by the human
hordes, being elbowed for the last Xbox
on the rack, or, as was the case at a certain
Tallahassee, Fla. Walmart, being shot
over a parking spot. Woof. No waiting
in traffic, no long lines, just the comfort
of your own home and the glow of a
computer screen.

A great deal of shopping on Cyber
Monday, much to the chagrin of many
employers, actually occurs in the
workplace for those unable to reap the
weekend sales because of their jobs.
So, stay at home with the family or
effectively contribute to society on the
job and continue to drive that holiday
economy with your online purchases.
Sounds pretty good to me.
Still, the rest of the accoutrement that
comes along with the elevation of this
particular Monday to pseudo-holiday
status simply does not sit right with me.
The amount of Walmart commercials
I saw with Dad getting hand-cramps
from shopping online and Mom taking
over to finish the job was actually
sickening.
The businesses who have online
discounts must love the boost in sales
without needing to hire extra employees.
Still, another day being labeled as
a day to laud increasingly prevalent
holiday materialism does not sit well
with me. Who knows, maybe the
Friday before Easter will soon be Egg
Friday instead of Good Friday, and the
week before Halloween will be Sugar
Week. Just seems a little silly to me.

Cyber Monday: Another Excuse for Materialism
by Matt Santos ’14
Commentary Writer
Society

It would be very easy to write an
article condemning Black Friday as
a
hysteria-inducing,
materialistic,
capitalist abomination pillaging and
exploiting the spirit of Christmas. I
could do that, but I don’t think that I
will. Mostly because it’s a bit stale and
overdone, and truth be told, I may have
already done something similar, with
a little less fire and brimstone, in prior
years on The Cowl.

“

Still, another day being labeled as
a day to laud increasingly prevalent
holiday materialism does not sit
well with me.

”

Instead, like the changing holiday
shopping traditions, I’ll change the
target of my post-Thanksgiving,
pre-Christmas rant to a new entity:
Cyber Monday. No, this isn’t a
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Global Technological Market Is Ruining Our Generation
by Christina Moazed ’15
Commentary Writer
SOCIETY

College students are members of
Generation Y, the largest demographic
group in United States history. We are
a socially networked and tech-savvy
bunch, constantly enamored with the
release of innovative products.
From the producer standpoint,
TechCrunch describes how consumer
demands are transforming societal
customs: “Ubiquitous access to the
web, transferring greater amounts of
personal data at faster speeds than ever
before, has created a more addictive
world. This wave of habit-forming
technologies is the ‘cigarette of this
century’ causing equally addictive and
potentially destructive side-effects.”
Unfortunately, our generation often
fails to recognize the manipulation of
the global technological market as a
culprit in negatively influencing our
student body.
Our generation has developed the
worst attention span of mankind. It
has been scientifically proven that
innovators
utilize
psychological
manipulation to generate consumer
addiction. Almost every college student
experiences the everlasting battle
between sleep and the Internet. During
social events, people hyperventilate
when their phones fall and simply
laugh when their friends fall.
Outdated students are judged if
their phones do not function as a
camera, GPS, alarm clock, flashlight,

music player, etc. God forbid students
forget to bring their phones to class;
they are doomed to sit through an
entire monotonous lecture unable to
reflect upon their professor on one of
their social networks.
Nomophobia, a new phenomena,
is a condition in which individuals
become apprehensive at the thought
of being separated from their mobile
phone. Physical side effects include
panic attacks, trembling, accelerated
heart rate, and nausea. While Presta
Electronics claims that 38 percent of
students cannot last beyond 10 minutes
without checking their smartphones,
it is not a coincidence that it is widely
acceptable, and encouraged by the
media, for students to utilize electronics
in every aspect of their daily lives.
As Facebook gradually loses its
dominant social networking power,
will Apple face its own doom once
consumers slowly move on to the next
innovation? In order for a product
to kindle the fire, it needs to be
updated.
No one loves change more than
Apple. This company routinely
designs, destroys, and redesigns
products to keep fans interested as
they prolong the media hype process.
I consider Apple’s deliberate updates
year after year to be ironically abusive
and manipulative.
Marketdata predicts that by 2015,
more than 35 percent of students will
take all of their classes online. Do we, as
a nation, want to negatively transform
the college experience for the sake of
upholding technological oligarchies?

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain

Get a Fresh Start with God
Some of you are no doubt
familiar with the Darwin Awards.
This tongue-in-cheek decoration is
awarded posthumously to a person
who, through his own astoundingly
bad judgment, brings about his own
untimely demise by doing something
stupid. And this Thanksgiving, I
nearly had my very own entry into
this year’s contest.
Nearly 30 members of my family
descended on my aunt’s house in
Maine for the holiday. City dwellers
that we are, we were given one solemn
warning: do not walk through the
woods without wearing bright orange
clothing. It’s hunting season, and
the land is filled with trigger-happy
outdoorsmen. And this is where the
Darwin Awards come in.
A bunch of us were getting ready to
go hiking and were festooned in DayGlo colors, when Aunt Paula came
bounding out of the house to join us.
Unaffected by my aunt’s dire words,
she was dressed in brown yoga pants,
a brown turtleneck, a brown hat, and
one of those super-furry brown vests
that so many PC girls are wearing this
year. In the middle of hunting season
and in the middle of the woods, she
was dressed like Bambi.
With tears of laughter streaming
down my cheeks and my auntie
prancing back to the house to change
into something a bit safer, I realized
that I had the beginnings of a Cowl
article about sin.
Broadly defined, sin is an
intentional act that runs contrary to
God’s eternal law. In the context of the
example above, sin can be understood

as a failure to do what we know is right
and good. We screw up and exercise
poor judgment, which winds up
damaging our relationship with God
and our neighbors. Sin can also have a
profoundly harmful effect on one’s own
life (not unlike dressing up like a deer in
the Maine woods). It’s nasty stuff.
Here’s the kicker when it comes to
sin: there is not one of us who is not
a huge sinner. Not one. Go back and
reread that last paragraph. Can you
not accuse yourself of things that fall
into those categories? Are you guilty of
any screw-ups, whether large or small?
Lord knows that I am!
Happily, the Lord has given us a
remedy for our waywardness. God
loves us beyond all measure and has
given us the gift of the Sacrament of
Confession as the way to have our sins
forgiven. In this sacrament, God both
wipes away the guilt of our offenses
and gives us the grace and strength to
leave those sins in the past, to live well,
and to resist those temptations in the
future. It’s awesome.
This Tuesday, December 2, we’ll
be hearing confessions in St. Dominic
Chapel from 3 p.m. until midnight. It
doesn’t matter how long it’s been since
your last confession. Whether your sins
are large or small, infrequent or daily, it
doesn’t matter. If you don’t know how
to go or what to say once you get there,
don’t worry.
Just come and have your sins wiped
away. Get a fresh start with God. The
Lord himself is offering this tremendous
gift to each and every one of us, his
beloved children. To refuse it would be
worthy of a Darwin Award.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Media multitasking involves using TV, the Web, radio, telephone, print, or any other media in
conjunction. This behavior is increasingly common among younger media users.

Our generation, the born leaders
of technology, demands constant
change and progress. But how
can we determine whether moral,
advantageous products or services
have the capacity to improve society?
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “If we
could change ourselves, the tendencies
in the world would also change.”
Unlike an addiction to nicotine,
innovators cannot be held responsible
for the misuse or overuse of their
products. However, technology has
the power to invoke an addictive
ecosphere, and entrepreneurs must
contemplate the implications of

their products. The cliché survival of
the fittest underlines why students
bear all accountability for their use
of technology. The wise curtail their
temptations and utilize devices
solely for constructive purposes,
while the majority waste their
time fiddling with Instagram and
Facebook.
It will be years, conceivably
generations, before consumers grow
the antibodies to new addictions.
For the time being, students
must anticipate the unknown
consequences for themselves.

&

Tangents

Tirades

Go Irish!

I have never been too interested in football. PC doesn’t have a football team,
and I’ve always thought it’s kind of silly how much time and effort people put into
cheering for amateur athletes. But this year, after attending a Notre Dame football
game, I’ve been bit by the college football bug. It is utterly shocking and inspiring
to see so many people come together for the common cause of supporting their
team. The tailgating, the food, the drama of the game, and the crisp fall weather
all combine for an unforgettable event. What makes my experience with college
football even better is that Notre Dame has gone undefeated this season and is
now headed for a championship game in Miami. I am staunchly campaigning
for Notre Dame support from all for the game in January. Their season has been
unforgettable and inspiring, and it is nice to see an underdog come out on top
once again. Hopefully we Friars can support our Fighting Irish friends.
—Kaylee Miller ’13

Do Seniors a Favor: Don’t Inquire
Perhaps I’m just sensitive and terribly insecure, but the ever-popular question
of “What are you doing next year?” has become the equivalent of the sound of
nails of a chalkboard, babies crying, and leaf blowers outside your dorm room
window at 8 a.m. on Saturday morning, all rolled into one. I like to see myself
as a conversational person, but inquiring about matters that imply the “G” word
is about as personal and inappropriate as asking someone who’s put on a few
pounds if they’re pregnant—you just don’t do it. Do all of the seniors a favor and
lay off the touchy subjects until about…May 20, thanks.
—Emily Corr ’13

Post-Thanksgiving Reflection
On one Thursday in November, a country of 300 million people, most of
whom usually lead hectic lives, comes to a halt in order to celebrate a particular
holiday—which is, of course, Thanksgiving. No other day receives the same
unanimous recognition, as Americans gather with family and friends in order
to give thanks for the many blessings in their lives. Looking back upon the past
week, what is even more fascinating to me is that Thanksgiving unites every
Yankee, regardless of whether they thank God for the gifts in their lives or not.
Even for those who don’t praise God for the wonder of life and its numerous
blessings, it is still clear that we have much to be thankful for.
—Beatriz Forster ’14
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WINTERSESSION
• Accelerated one- and two-week terms on-campus
• Convenient four-week term online
• Affordable tuition — $915 a three-credit course
For approved courses, visit www.providence.edu/dean-office
To learn more, scan the QR code, call the School of Continuing Education at 401.865.2487,
or visit

www.providence.edu/SCE
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www.bigtonyspizzari.com
525 Eaton Street,
Providence, RI
Visit our facebook
at BIG TONY RI
PC CARD
ACCEPTED
Handtossed, Brick

Oven, NY Style
Thin Crust Pizza

Photography
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LEFT:
The Photography Club and BMSA held their annual
Cheesefest event on Nov. 15, featuring traditional
cheese dishes from various cultures.
BELOW:
The fundraiser event “Let’s Roll...Bowling Strikes for
the Boys and Girls Club” held by PC Pins this past
Wednesday raised over $3,000 for the organization’s
local chapter.
FAR BELOW:
On Nov. 15, the Department of Art and Art History held
“Adrift,” an opening reception featuring the works of
studio art seniors.

JESSICA HO ’14/ THE COWL

PHOTO COURTESY OF PC PINS

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
On Nov. 17, Campus Ministry held a fundraising "We Beat Cancer” Dodgeball Tournament.

MERYL ERTELT ’13/ THE COWL

The Many Types of New England Weather

by Julia Christ ’13

REBECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
As a kickoff event for the Special Olympics Unified Basketball
Tournament this upcoming Saturday, Campus Ministry held an open
mic night in McPhail's on Nov. 28.

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor, and Rebecca Brophy ’13, Assistant Photo Editor
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How old would you be if you
didn’t know your age?

“I would be 10 because I never
want to grow up.”
Sam Shea ’13

“8 because I have a listening problem!”
Tim Dunn ’13

“As old as you think you are.”
Brian Simone ’16

“14 because I would have worked harder in
high school.”
Brenton Bauerle ’16

“Forever 21!”
Carolina Almonte ’15, Kidest Mequanent ’15

“25 because I think I am mature for my age.”
Caitlin Hagarty ’15

“I will always be
8 years old!”
Charlie Brown

Arts
&
Entertainment
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Superman Isn’t Supposed to Kill You
Dr. Michael Fowlin’s Performance Inspires

by Sarah O’Brien ’15
A&E Assistant Editor
EVENT
BOP-sponsored
speaker,
Dr.
Michael Fowlin, preceded his show,
“You Don’t Know Me Until You
Know Me” with a joke this past
Tuesday evening in ’64 Hall:
“Two guys are in a bar. Guy 1 says,
‘If you jump off the roof here, the wind
current will catch you and bring you
back to the top.’ Guy 2 tells Guy 1 to
stop drinking. To prove his point, Guy
1 jumps off the roof, and when he gets
about 30 feet from the ground, the wind
currents catch him. Guy 2 then jumps, and
gets 30 feet from the ground…20…10…
he’s dead. Guy 1 goes back into the
bar, and the bartender comes over and
says, ‘Superman, you sure is crazy.’”
“This has become my daughter’s
favorite joke,” said Fowlin. “But every
time I tell it, she says the same thing—
that’s so funny, but, Daddy, Superman
isn’t supposed to kill you, he’s
supposed to save you.” Why does his
daughter say this? “Because she does
something most people stop doing
when they become adults—she uses
her brain,” said Fowlin, explaining that
once people reach high school, they
start to rely on “automatic thinking”
by grouping people, stereotyping,
and
drawing
assumptions.

In his one-man show, Fowlin takes
on the roles of five different characters,
and through their stories, he proves
that there is more to people than
just the image they try to maintain;
they are more than their masks.
Fowlin
switched
into
the
personalities of a football team
captain, a “goth,” a feminist, an Ivy
League student, and a disabled man
in a wheelchair, showing how each
was far from his assigned stereotype.
Between each monologue, Fowlin
recited Langston Hughes’ poem,
“But I’m Still Here,” which was
powerful because many of his
characters were or had been suicidal.
Fowlin completely embodied each
of his characters; his strong acting
ability and gift for creating voices
made every story seem realistic, thus
resulting in an emotional show overall.
Some of the most poignant
parts of the performance were
when the characters removed their
metaphoric “masks” by revealing
their true personas. While playing
the captain of the football team,
Fowlin acted out a time when
his friend made disrespectful
comments to a girl at his school.
“I should have spoken up,” Fowlin
stressed. “I did what I was supposed to
do—laugh at my buddy’s joke—but
not what I needed to do. What I should
have said was, ‘Rick, that wasn’t
cool. I know she looks like Beyoncé,
but…I’m more attracted to you.”

Fowlin’s macho football player character
was gay, a twist that underlined his
point that you do not know anyone’s
story until he tells it to you himself.
Fowlin’s final character was a cowd
favorite. He took on the identity of a
person confined to a wheelchair who had
a blunt and hilarious personality. “Don’t
feel sorry for me but don’t make fun of me
either,” he said, describing a situation in
which a kid began making faces at him.
“You know the faces,” Fowlin said.
“He was trying to imitate my face,
but it’s impossible to look this good.”
He described how he felt like hitting
the cruel kid, only to have the boy’s
mother beat him to it. The mother
told her son loudly, “If you don’t
behave yourself, God will strike you
down! And make you look like him.”
Fowlin’s character admitted that
this had hurt most, since he had not
seen the insult coming. He ended the
monologue with, “If all you ever see
is my wheelchair or disability, I feel
bad for you, cause you don’t see me.”
After his performance, Fowlin talked
about a man who committed suicide by
jumping off the Golden Gate Bridge.
He had left a note: “I’m going to walk
to the bridge. If one person smiles
at me on the way, I will not jump.”
Fowlin explained that the reason
no one had smiled at the man was
because they were doing what they
were supposed to do—ignore strangers—
but not what they needed to do.
“We all have a superpower,” said

Fowlin, referring to the way people
can impact one another’s lives with
something as simple as a smile. “If
you can’t make people feel better
after meeting you than they felt
before they met you, then I don’t
care what you do in your life, what
kind of job you have…your life is
meaningless.” Fowlin left students
with this question: “How will people
remember you? What is your legacy?

PHOTOS COURTESY MLIVE.COM

...............RAY-CIPES...............
An inside look on how to excel at ray cafe, one ray-cipe at a time
by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
FEATURE

This WEEK: Chicken Burrito/Burrito Bowl
Depending on how carb-conscious one may be, a burrito
(or a burrito “bowl” on a plate) is an easy option in Ray.
STEP ONE: Plain rice is always available, but sometimes
Spanish-flavored rice is there as well. It’s up to you.
STEP TWO: Ask for a wrap from the deli, add rice from classics,
beans from the salad bar (usually a good idea to heat up first), any
other vegetables (lettuce, tomatoes, onions, corn, etc usually are
available at either classics, pasta sauté, or the salad bar), chicken
from the grill (sliced), cheese (from the salad bar), and hot sauce.
STEP THREE: Roll and enjoy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF maxecono.com
PHOTO COURTESY OF menuism.com
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Why I'm Still watching: the voice
by Sarah Dombroski ’13
A&E Editor
TELEVISION
As my roommate so eloquently
put it, “I only watch The Voice for
Adam Levine.” I interpret this
deep and insightful quotation
as meaning that The Voice holds
more than pure talent, ironically
contradicting the show’s namesake.
A table of boisterous judges, a host
that takes all of us kiddies back
to TRL timez, an exciting new
concept, and obviously the voices
all blend together to make a very
powerful, very exciting show.
The concept of blind auditions
is one of substance, as there are
some very unlikely folks in the top
eight of this season. It speaks to
creating niches in the music world
with voices, as it should be. The
voice should be the highlight of
an artist, and that is what this
show manages to consistently
underscore. As a result, The
Voice receives the cream of the
crop talent-wise. It seems that
each season is more and more
impressive, as if young talent
is intentionally flocking to this
show over all of the other singing
competitions out there.
Interestingly enough, I have
not heard of much professional
success as a result of The Voice. The
winners of seasons one and two
are incredibly talented and seem

to already have a large, supportive
fanbase, but we have yet to see the
results of their success. Maybe the
extent of The Voice’s success is only
until the curtain closes, rather than
transitioning from popular show to
popular recording artist.
Moving from the talent to the
other focal point of the show, the
judges, is quite a trip for viewers.
When the show started, Christina
Aguilera was more subdued, but
has quickly made the transition
from normal to outrageous. Cee Lo
Green has always been outrageous
and has started bringing live
animals to tapings because his
presence is not distracting enough.
Blake Shelton is a country giant,
literally because he is 6’5”, and
figuratively because he
was voted best artist at

the CMAs. Last, but certainly not
least, is Adam Levine. Ever since
he made a cameo at the Victoria’s
Secret Fashion Show last year, he
has been a hot topic. All judges
provide various perspectives and
consistently positive feedback to
contestants. One edge that American
Idol (vintage American Idol) had
on The Voice was Simon Cowell. A
critic who could actually decipher
solid performances vs.
“karaoke”-sounding
hack jobs is something
The
Voice
could
certainly use.

All in all, The Voice is a very
entertaining show with true staying
power. I have been watching for
two seasons and do not plan on
stopping any time soon.

PHOTOS COURTESY http://www.eonline.com
PHOTOS COURTESY seriesandtv.com

EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Procrastination Tactic

Sarah O’Brien

Sarah Dombroski

Her Choice: Tweeting

Her Choice: StumbleUpon.com

Her Views: I’m not at all obsessed with Twitter. Okay, I am,
which is one of my many @ProllegeProbz. But if I didn’t waste
so much time on Twitter, I would be out of the loop. I wouldn’t
know about the war between @PC_Congress and @PCBOP. I
wouldn’t know when the latest glow party at @McPhails was or
when to party it up at @ClubPhil_PC. I wouldn’t get to entertain
people with my @fluent_SARAcasm. And being one of those @
PCPhAtKiDz, where would I be in life without alerts for all the
free food events. After you read @TheCowl, I know you’ll be
tweeting about how I won Editor vs. Editor...I @overheadatPC
that you’re a Twitter addict too.

Her Views: StumbleUpon is ingenious because you
can choose your interests and tailor your stumbling.
For example, I stumble upon interesting craft ideas
and pictures of puppies, primarily. There’s always
something new, and you can always change your
interests to add some zest to yo’ stumbling pleasure.
The stumbling world is almost a maze. You start just
stumbling and find all of these amazing off-shoot
websites, what is better than ~~~*&^# GeTtInG LoSt In
YoUr ThOughtS#^&*~~~ Answer: Nothing, therefore,
Stumbling Winz.

Her Views on Dombroski: StumbleUpon is cool, but unlike
Twitter, it’s not social. You can’t interact with others or keep in
touch with friends. Of course, Sarah doesn’t have any friends,
so this isn’t really an issue for her... In fact, if you stumble upon
Dombroski, PLEASE befriend her; she spends all her time on
random Internet sites in her dorm, and I’m not even sure she
knows what the outside world looks like. Unless maybe she
found a picture of it online. We can all only pray StumbleUpon
brings this poor soul to a how-to guide on having a social life.
Hashtag hopeless.

Her Views on O’Brien: Tweeting gets boring if
your followers suck. Bold, kind of rude, but I SAID
IT AND STAND BY IT. Example, what if you have an
exam during the election? Inevitably, everyone has
obnoxiously politically affiliated followers who WILL
NOT STOP TWEETING POLITICAL THOUGHTS/
TANGENTS. Twitter can either be really great or really
awful, and it is truly a double-edged sword. Sad but
true peepzz, Stumbling surpasses sassy and sarcastic
sayings. SERVED.

PHOTO COURTESY OF socialeyezer.com
PHOTOS COURTESY TWITTER.COM
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THE HOUSES WITH THE IRISH NAMES

GALWAY

EDENDERRY

LIMERICK

133 Pinehurst Avenue

98-100 Eaton Street

29 Huxley Avenue

CASTLEBAR

TIPPERARY

TOLLAMORE

127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

CLAREMORRIS

KILLARNEY

94-96 EATON STREET

93 Pinehurst Avenue

A

legacy of college homes where generations of PC’s most discerning students have
created friendships for life. The charming Houses With The Irish Names are
located in the finer, safer neighborhoods of the Providence College community.
Prestige, safety and responsive, 24/7, personalized service by the owner, differentiate
these beautifully appointed homes from typical mass student housing in other areas. We
offer fewer homes to better serve our student residents. These unique homes book faster,
so call Stan today.
Stan Kizlinski • Cell Phone, 401-316-8457 • Email, skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com

November 29, 2012
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Earn a graduate degree
that works for you.
CHANGE THE WAY THE WORLD WORKS.

Love to Write?
Join Portfolio!
Pick up an
application
at Slavin
LL04 today!

The Graduate School at Worcester State University offers 28
Graduate Programs, most for under $10k. Join us to pursue a
Master’s program in one of the following areas:
• Biotechnology
• Education
• English
• Health Care Administration
• History
• Spanish

• Management
• Non-Profit Management
• Nursing
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech-Language
Pathology

To learn more, visit worcester.edu/graduate or call 508-929-8127.

Like Money?
Love The Cowl??

Join the Business Staff!

Pick up an application
at Slavin LL04 today!

You never know when
you might need a
camera....

Join the Photography Staff.
Pick up an application at
Slavin LL04 today.
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Deer in the Headlights
by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
fiction
The darkness seemed to swallow
David’s beat-up Toyota Corolla as
we sped down the desolate, snowdusted highway. We zipped past
frozen pine trees and every time
David maneuvered through a curve,
the car made a click-clacking sound
reminiscent of a rising roller coaster.
David, unlike everyone else I knew,
appreciated observations such as
these. And, had we just come from a
party or football game rather than a
Planned Parenthood Clinic, I would
have shared them with him.
We went to a town two hours
away from our wealthy, neatlymanicured neighborhood. “So we
won’t be recognized,” David had said.
Frankly, I hardly cared if anyone saw
me. I hardly cared about anything. I
just stared out the frosted window
and tried not to relive what had just
occurred. I failed miserably.
I remembered how the waiting
room had a cold, almost impersonal
feel. For what I came to do, though,
that seemed perfect. I needed as
little attachment and consolation as
possible. I sat in a polyester plastic
chair. It poked at me and I found myself
obsessing over finding a comfortable
position. I leaned to my left, then
my right. When that didn’t work, I

tried slipping my right foot under my
backside. David, on the other hand,
sat perfectly still, his hand lifeless and
cold in mine. Every now and again, he
clenched and unclenched his jaw and
released a great whoosh of air from
his nose. I remember wondering how
he could be so very quiet. Didn’t he
feel the fear that I felt? Didn’t he spend
the previous night vomiting with
anxiety, wishing he could crawl into
his mother’s arms like a child?
I wanted to ask David what he felt
and thought. When I began to open my
mouth, though, a stout nurse called my
name in a particularly bored manner.
Her tight bun and narrow eyes filled
me with a rushing fear. I swallowed.
I stood and gave myself one last
look at David. I absorbed everything
I loved about him. His wide, almost
innocent brown eyes, his dirty blonde
hair, even the faint scar on his neck
from a childhood biking accident.
Rather than speak, however, David
simply returned my gaze. I sighed. It
seemed to me that a failure to simply
talk had landed us in this position in
the first place.
I stopped my recollections there.
I refused to recall the room that
smelled of latex and disinfectant
bleach. The room whose cold stirrups
made me shudder and squeeze my
eyes shut.
Instead, I took a deep breath through
my nose. The frigid air burned my
nostrils and gave me that wonderful

invigorating wake-up call that winter
air so often does. Beside me, David
began to grapple with the various dials
on the dashboard.
“Heat’s busted,” he muttered. I
didn’t answer. “Abby? Abby, talk to
me… please?”
“There’s nothing to say,” I said
softly as I shifted uncomfortably in
my seat. I still felt incredibly sore. The
guilt-like pain in my chest, however,
hurt far more.
Rather than push the conversation
further, David began to accelerate the
car. The coughing engine began to
strain and the click-clacking reached
a deafening roar. For a few moments I
considered ignoring him. But when the
car began to scream, I tried reasoning
with him.
“David, slow down.” I said calmly,
wincing as I turned to face him.
“David! You’re going to get us killed.”
He didn’t seem to hear me. He saw
only the road through his angry, fire
blazing glare. “David, there might be
black ice. SLOW DOWN!”
The instant I finished speaking,
though, a blurred figure ran in front
of the car. David slammed on the
squeaking brakes, but it was no use.
We crashed into the elusive form and
a sound like a cannon resonated
through the air.
“What the hell was that?” David
asked with panic stricken eyes.
He put the car in park and
faced me frantically.

“I told you! Why don’t you listen to
me?” I asked with hysteria in my voice.
“Could you please not say I told
you so? Please? Just look and see
what we hit.”
“What you hit,” I said under my
breath as I leaned forward. I did not,
however, see anything in front of the
car. I saw only small hoof-like prints
in the snow leading to the woods and
small droplets of blood. I undid my
seatbelt, opened my door, and stood
gingerly from the car.
“Abby? Abby, what are you doing?
Come back into the car!”
“No! We have to find it!” I heard
David groan loudly, but, nonetheless,
he too emerged from the car and
followed me to its front to observe the
prints and blood.
“Did you even see it walk away?”
David said with a mixture of awe and
fear in his voice.
“No,” I said softly.
“It couldn’t have been a deer, could
it? Why are the prints so small?”
“Because,” I said as I walked
towards the side of the road, a
shivering infant deer before me, “it
was a baby.”
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Fast Fiction

Fall In Love, All Over
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff

Here's the deal: 25 words or less.
One title. An entire story.

I rest my weary head upon your chest,
And I hear your heart beat:
Parum pa dum.
I fell into the blood red sea,
And on my knees was baptized
For all to see. I gave up this life
For no small fee, and with
A snap lost all my glee.

Welcome to the Masquerade
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff

But still I rest my head upon your chest,
And I hear your heart beat:
Parum pa dum.

When the storm of seasons past came to pass, I masked my face
behind the guise as a voice whispered for only me to hear.

And then the whispering willow
Spoke no song into my ears until
My love, it ceased to grow.
So I danced around the fireside
Until the morning sun began to glow.

I Think I Can, I Think I Can
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Then I rest my head upon your chest,
And I hear your heart beat:
Parum pa dum.

Four projects, three papers, two finals, less than one month of
school—I feel like the little engine that has way too much to do.

Now wicked tongues lick my ears
In my deep sleep,
Reminding me of all these fears
And twisted gears,
That once kept me all locked up.

Finals
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff

I rest my head upon your chest,
And I hear your heart beat:
Parum pa dum.

The time of year Providence College students realize they're
attending college.

But graces lost and graces found
Surely outweigh words that betray
And seek to cut away our love.
And books with dust and books revisited
Reveal the truth of my lost youth;
With a chance to fall in love all over.

Ferris Wheel Fall-Down
by Keely Mohin’14
Portfolio Editor

Now I rest my weary head upon your chest,
And I hear your heart beat:
Parum pa dum
Parum pa dum.

The police came, took some names, and placed a sheet over the
man with a beat-up face. Daddy said we couldn't buy cotton
candy that day.

A Murder in Montana
by Amanda Brown ’14
Portfolio Staff

SMITH CENTER UPDATE
Coming up next semester...

THE ILLUSION

Thirty-seven states practice capital punishment. Twelve faces
stared with cold resolution. Two guards now escort me. One man
was killed. But I didn’t do it.

Angled Bobs Are In

February 1-3 & 8-10

CURTAINS, A MUSICAL
April 12-14 & 19-21

SPRING DANCE CONCERT
April 27 & 28

STUDENT FILM FESTIVAL
May 2nd

Department of Theatre, Dance & Film
www.providence.edu/theatre (401) 865 - 2218

by Christine Rousselle’13
Guest Portfolio
I told the stylist I wanted it just above the shoulders. I guess for
some people, shoulders means chin.
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Ripped Jeans
by Amanda Brown ’14
Portfolio Staff
Running down the street through the rain into your arms,
Feel your hands around my waist,
Your breath is all I taste.
Staring down I see
The rips in both our jeans are
Just below the seams,
That’s what it seems,
We’re what we seem
Just, what we seem.
(I’m scared)
I’ll fall and scrape my knees and I’ll
Bleed
All the blood out of my veins.
Won’t you
Catch me
Before the street lights dim and I’m
In the dark night,
Dark night. In the
Dark night,
Dark night all alone.
Letting down my hair feel the chill inside my bones
As I’m creeping up the stairs,
Run my hand upon the rail.
Groping for your door
I think of what I chose
And I try to find the truth, but it seems like no one knows,
No.
No one knows;
Why
Don’t they know
(That I’m scared)
I’ll fall and scrape my knees and I’ll
Bleed
All the blood out of my veins.
Won’t you
Catch me
Before the street lights dim and I’m
In the dark night,
Dark night. In the
Dark night,
Dark night all alone.

&

Tiffany

Ear l

Dear Fran,
You've been tricked, duped,
made an absolute fool. There
you were, a senior in high
school, bright-eyed and bushytailed, when the Friars Club
tour guide told you freshmen
and sophomores only take four classes. "Totally
fabulous," you thought to yourself, "I'm going
to have so much time for super terrific social
activities." Wrong. I think you need to organize
a meeting with your girlfriends and plan a
counterattack, like, yesterday. Stage a sitin in the library and just make out with your
boyfriends. Show the school what you do in your
time together, how sweet it is, how full of love
you are. They will be so moved, find your spit
swappin' so profound, that they will just have
to see reason and lower the core requirements.
For sure. Can't fail. Now get busy.

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

This Week:
Core Crazy
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I am a freshman here, and because of
all the new required cores, I have to
take five classes next semester! That is
not even the worst part, though. My
boyfriend is a sophomore who only has
four classes. How am I going to budget
time to hang out with him?
Love,
Freaking Out Fran

Dear Freaking,
You are totally overlooking
the existence of nighttime. Did
you know that after dinner and
before breakfast, there exist as
many as 15 hours of time that
can be filled with whatever illconceived (HEH) entanglements
your little dark heart desires? Simply exit your
chosen dining area after consuming your last
meal of the day, and instead of proceeding
to sleep, pull out your phone and send the
following text to your boy toy: “hay babe I’m
real lonely and thinkin’ of you ;)” Satisfaction
guaranteed. What’s that? Homework, you say?
Haha, I managed a triple major in sociology,
finance, and accounting, and I didn’t do any
homework at all, ever. If I can do all that, it
should be easy for you. If you can’t handle the
workload, I hear the Foxy Lady is hiring.
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Providence College’s Student Newspaper Since 1935

Read Us
The Cowl boasts six writing sections—News, World, Commentary, Arts &
Entertainment, Portfolio, and Sports. Each section aims to serve the Providence
College community in its unique way, from reporting to entertaining to creating
dialogue. Our issues, available on news stands throughout campus and online at
www.thecowl.com, are released on Thursdays.

Disagree With Us
The Commentary section is an outlet for students to voice their opinions.
Our Commentary staff weekly tells us what they think, but The Cowl is also
here to hear what you think. We encourage responses to pieces found in The
Cowl through Letters to the Editor and independent opinion pieces through
Guest Commentaries.

Join Us
The Cowl was founded 77 years ago and today is one of the largest
organizations on campus, boasting a collective staff of 100+. We would
love for you to become part of us. In addition to our writing sections, The
Cowl has business, advertising, photography, and copy editing staffs.
All staffs are seeking new talent; applications can be picked up in the
new Cowl office in Lower Level Alumni, room LL06.

. . . See you on Thursday!
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Journalism:

e
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What Every Young Journalist
Needs to Know to Break into
the Field
by
Mallary Tenore ‘07
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Thursday, December 6
The Fishbowl
8:00 pm
Hosted by The Cowl
Sponsored by Student Affairs
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What is the Best Sports In the
Town in America?

Spotlight

Philadelphia

New York

Do not mess with the Broad Street
Bullies. This city is home to the most
die-hard fans in America. Philly fans
are so intense that they have reached
a level of notoriety among other cities’
fans. For instance, it is well known that
entering a Phillies sports stadium in
anything but Philadelphia sports gear
will result in a drink being poured on
your head. They are loud, opinionated,
passionate, and nothing is right with
the world if their team is defeated. Yet
the intensity of fandom in Philadelphia
is what makes it the best sports town in
America.
Philly can afford to be this way for
the very reason that they are good.
It is hard to come by a year of sports
in Philadelphia in which at least one
team is not extremely successful. In
2008, the Philadelphia Phillies won the
World Series against Tampa Bay. Last
year, the Philadelphia 76ers made it
to the Eastern Conference semifinals
after defeating the Chicago Bulls as an
eighth seed in the NBA Playoffs.
The
truest
indication
of
Philadelphia’s sport fan awesomeness
comes from their die hard attitude
through losing seasons. Between
1996-2006, the Eagles had four losing
seasons, including one of its worst in
2005. Yet the 2006 season tickets sold
out in minutes and the Eagles ranked
second in merchandise sales—now
that is loyalty. And anyway, besides
going to the Liberty Bell, what is
there to do in Philadelphia other than
obsessing over sports?

Ok, I will admit I am a tad biased here.
However, before you turn away from
reading any further at least acknowledge
what we all know: New York is the best
sports town in America.
There is a lot of confusion about
how to measure what defines the best
sports town. Do not get me wrong, the
atmosphere and passion of the fans are a
huge factor, however, the influence that is
most overlooked is actually winning. Here
is where New York has the advantage.
There is rarely, if ever, a season where one
of the eight major metropolitan New York
teams is not making a run to the playoffs.
New Yorkers always have something to
cheer about. Name a sport and New York
is always at the top. Whether it is football
(defending champs), baseball (need I
say anything?), basketball (welcome
Brooklyn!), hockey (never sleep on the
Rangers), or soccer (shout out to the Red
Bulls), a New York team is always a force.
I will spare the New York haters and not
mention the specifics, but put simply
winning is a tradition in New York.
Passion? You are not going to find any
city more passionate about sports than
New York. With the historic franchises
and stadiums, there are some of the most
die hard fans you will find. Obnoxious?
Yes, but I think we have earned a right to
be.
To Bostonians—I will admit, you had us
beat for the past decade but unfortunately
times are changing and Brady is getting
old. To everyone else—do not hate. Love
them or hate them, New York teams win
and that should be the most prominent
factor in choosing the best sports town of
America.
-James Kirby ’15

-Julia Claudy ’13

Men’s Ice Hockey: The boys took home some hardware last week, beating
Brown in the annual Mayor’s Cup. The trophy is awarded each year to the
winner of the PC and Brown game. This year the Friars stomped the Bears
7-0, backed by Jon Gillies ’16, who had a career best 35 saves, and Kevin
Hart’s ’15 three goals. Next week the team will take on Merrimack.
Women’s Ice Hockey: The team had their own Mayor’s Cup this weekend
against Brown, however, they had to settle for a 2-2 tie. Corinne Buie ’14
collected a goal for the Friars. PC rebounded quickly smacking Union
around in a 4-0 win. Sarah Bryant ’16 notched her first career shutout. Next
week the team will square off against Boston University.
Men’s Basketball: PC basketball had quite the week last week, shooting
down both Fairfield and Holy Cross. The Friars beat Fairfield, Coach
Cooley’s former team, 66-47. PC was led by Bryce Cotton who pumped in
21 points. The Friars then took on Holy Cross, beating the Crusaders 61-42.
Cotton again led the squad in scoring, netting 27 points. LaDontae Henton
’15 recorded his 12th career double-double with 19 points and 10 rebounds.
Josh Fortune ’16 recorded a career high eight assists. The Friars will take on
Mississippi State on Saturday.
Women’s Basketball: The girls’ team got to remain at home last Thanksgiving
break, and finished the week 1-1. The team dropped a contest against visiting
Akron 81-78. Symone Roberts ’13 dropped 22 points with six assists and six
steals for the Friars. PC bounced back nicely though, dropping Iona 70-58.
Tori Rule ’15 scored 23 points for the Friars. The team will square off next
week against Hartford, and Harvard.

In the

News

Defensive Stalwart: Jon Gillies ’16 grabbed Hockey East Defensive Player
of the Week for his superb effort for the Friars. He stopped 58-60 shots this
week, with a shutout against Brown.
Oh Canada: Former Friar Genevieve Lacasse ’12 was recently named to the
Canadian Meco Cup Roster. Lacasse will be one of two goaltenders traveling with the Under-22/Development Team that will travel to Germany. The
tournament hosts women’s squads from Germany, Finland, Russia, Sweden,
and Switzerland.
Austin Moves to PC: Another nationally ranked recruit has committed to
the Friars. Brandon Austin ’17, a 6’6” guard has agreed to join ranks with the
Friars. Austin is ranked 39th overall in the nation according to Scout.com.
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Brought Back Home

by Sarah Wacik ’15
Sports Staff
profile
On Nov. 24, the Men’s Hockey
Team faced cross-town rival Brown
University in the 27th annual Mayor’s
Cup.
In this matchup, the teams
competed for bragging rights in the city
of Providence, which is the home of
the only two Division I hockey teams
in Rhode Island. Last New Year’s Day,
the Bears defeated the Friars 5-2, and
two years ago, the teams battled to a 4-4
draw. The last time that PC successfully
claimed the trophy was back in 2009
when they recorded a 4-3 home victory.
The Mayor’s Cup originally began
in 1986, and was first awarded to PC
after the Friars topped the Bears 5-3
at Schneider Arena. Every season, the
two opponents continue this tradition
and compete for the trophy and the
title of the top Rhode Island hockey
team. Through the first 26 meetings, the
Friars have had moderate success in this
matchup and compiled a 14-9-3 record.
Overall, the two teams have faced off on
91 different occasions, with the all-time
series deadlocked at 44-44-3 prior to the
game. The first ever matchup between
the schools occurred on March 1, 1927,
when the Bears defeated the Friars 4-1.

PC Brings Back the Cup

On Saturday night at Brown’s Meehan
Auditorium, the Friars entered the game
determined to recapture the trophy. Only
3:29 into the first period, Kyle Murphy
’13 blasted a shot past the Bears’ goalie to
put PC on top. From this point forward,
the Friars never relinquished the lead.
However, the game remained an intense
battle throughout the remainder of the
first and most of the following period. In
the second period, the Friars capitalized
on two of four power play opportunities,
as the Bears were repeatedly whistled
for penalties. Drew Brown ’15 and
Tom Parisi ’16 each scored for PC on
consecutive power play chances during
a span of 2:23. Parisi’s goal marked
a special milestone, as it was his first
collegiate goal for PC.
In the third period, the Friars sealed
the well-deserved win as they exploded
for four more goals. Kevin Hart ’14,
Noel Acciari ’16, Ross Mauermann ’15
and Brandon Tanev ’16 all managed to
find the back of the net for the Friars,
even though they were outshot in the final
period. In the end, the Friars emerged
from the game with a 7-0 victory over
the Brown Bears, and the Mayor Cup
trophy. Jon Gillies ’16 guarded the goal
for the Friars and recorded a career-high
35 saves as well as his second shutout
of the season. Gillies’ 35 saves were
the most by a PC goalie since alumnus
Alex Beaudry ’12 notched 42 saves in

PC Basketball’s
Imperfect World
by Joey Ciccarello ’16
Sports Staff
Column
With the Big East schedule fast
approaching, it is impossible to think
about what the Providence College
Men’s Basketball Team could be
achieving with a full squad. The buildup
for this 2012-2013 campaign began
late in the 2011-2012 season, when
the Friars were slipping down the Big
East standings, eventually ending their
season with a loss to Seton Hall in the
Big East Tournament’s first round.
Excitement was still rampant, however,
because of Coach Ed Cooley’s prized
sixth nationally ranked recruiting
class. Cooley had brought in three
highly regarded recruits: Kris Dunn,
the number one or two point guard on
every national recruiting board, Ricky
Ledo, a hometown scorer also ranked
in every Top 100 board in the country,
and sharpshooter Josh Fortune, whom
Cooley has been very enthusiastic about
for a while. Friar fans drooled watching
Dunn and Ledo in the 2012 Jordan Brand
Classic, imagining them taking the court
together this winter. These three, along
with Cooley’s returning squad, were
expected to lift the Friars to new heights
in the rough and tumble Big East, and
end years of suffering for Friar fans.
However, excitement turned to
disappointment late in the summer, when
it was announced that Dunn would need
surgery on his shoulder and that Ledo
was being investigated by the NCAA
regarding eligibility. Dunn would be
out until December, and Ledo was ruled
ineligible to play for the entire season.
Former players Gerard Coleman, Bilal

Dixon, and Kiwi Gardner all left for
various reasons. The losses did not end
there, as Cooley’s waiver to clear Arizona
transfer Sidiki Johnson ’15 immediately
was denied. Johnson will become eligible
during the second semester. Cooley was
left with a depleted roster of just eight to
start the season against NJIT.
The losses didn’t end there either.
First team All-Big East Guard Vincent
Council ’13 was lost five minutes into
the opener, and has not returned since.
Cooley played one game in Puerto Rico
with six players after guard Bryce Cotton
’14 rested an ankle injury. Nothing has
seemed to go right for Cooley this year,
and I, along with most Friar Fanatics, can
only wonder and wait to see what a full
Friar squad can accomplish. Fortunately,
Council is expected to return to the lineup
sometime mid-December, and Dunn’s
debut in a Friars uniform is expected soon
as well. Cooley has filed another waiver
hoping to clear Ledo for the second
semester, pending academic progress,
which could possibly boost the Friars
into the top half of the conference. Next
year seems even brighter for the Friars as
well, with Ledo’s return, a healthy Dunn,
four returning starters, and a multitude
of additions coming. Both the backcourt
and frontcourt will be bolstered, with
NC State transfer Tyler Harris ’15,
Wake Forest transfer Carson Desrosiers
’14, and 2013 commits Rodney Bullock
’17 and ESPN Top 100 recruit Brandon
Austin ’17, who chose PC over UConn
and Texas. With 13 scholarship players
next year, Cooley will finally be blessed
with a deep, talented roster. The Friars’
imperfect basketball world will become
a perfect world, and the agony of the last
few years will finally go away.

February 2011. On the offensive side,
Hart led the team in points with one
goal and three assists. Shane Luke ’15
and Derek Army ’14 also contributed to
the Friars’ win with two assists each.
After the Friars’ hard-fought victory,
Providence Mayor Angel Taveras
presented the Mayor’s Cup to
Kyle Murphy ’13, one of
the team’s captains. The
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Friars not only recaptured the cup, but
also claimed sole ownership of the alltime series against the Brown Bears.
The win also improved the team’s overall
season record to 6-5-1. The Friars’ next
home game is on Saturday, December 1,
at 7:00 p.m. at Schneider Arena when
they will host the Merrimack Warriors.

Austin Has
Landed

PHOTO COURTESY OF BROWN BEARS

by Daniel McNamara ’13
Sports Staff
basketball
For the next few days, you
will be hearing a lot about the
ACC/Big Ten Challenge going
on between various schools from
each respective conference. The
challenges faced on the court
will be nowhere near the one
that is looming off it. Conference
realignment, or the back and
forth of lobbying and bribing, is
happening.
Since word has been handed
down from the higher ups in
college athletics that the Big East
as we know it is long gone, the
smallest school remains strong.
This is because of its head coach,
and its re-emergence to the
recruiting battles not only in the
Northeast, but throughout the
country.
Head Coach Ed Cooley and his
staff landed another one of the socalled “anacondas” Cooley vowed
to recruit when he first came here.
The Twitter handle, @Blackjesus_1
tweeted
the
following
two
Mondays ago: “For College I Will
Be Attending………” Ten minutes
later it read, “PROVIDENCE
COLLEGE!!!”
Brandon Austin
gave the Friars his word in ink a
few days later when he officially
became Coach Cooley’s latest
recruit to spurn college basketball
powers such as Georgetown,
UCLA, UConn, and Texas. Austin
opted not to visit the Hoyas or
Bruins after his visit to Providence.

How many coaches can say they
can get a kid to do that?
Austin is listed at 6’6” and is
part of your prototypical, new
wave of combo guards. These zero
guards, as I like to call them, do
just about anything on the court
and can not only dish it out but
make sure to cash it in as well. His
size and athleticism mirror that of
Ricardo Ledo ’16, giving Cooley two
guards most teams could not begin
to figure out how to guard or get by.
Austin played a lot of point guard
in his Philadelphia high school and
is expected to share those duties for
the Friars next year with Kris Dunn
’16. This “big three” that Cooley
has assembled in his backcourt
is something college basketball
has not seen since Illinois walked
out Dee Brown, Luther Head, and
Deron Williams and went to the
National Championship.
This is not only monumental for
Providence and college basketball
fans alike, but with these three cogs,
Cooley and the Friars will be on
the short list of teams for in-season
tournaments and non-conference
games no matter what conference
they have sewn into their jerseys or
painted on the free throw line.
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The Lost
Sport:
The FaTe of PC FooTball
by Veronica Lippert ’15
Senior Staff Writer
football
When the United States entered
World War II, many universities
suspended their football programs.
These schools cited lack of players, as
college-aged men across the country
enlisted and re-allocated the teams’
budgets to the war effort. Among the
schools to cease football operations
during World War II were Boston
College, Michigan State, Oregon,
Stanford, most of the Southeastern
Conference, and Providence College.
Most colleges resurrected their
programs for the ’44 season, but
some, like Providence, never
returned.
Providence
College
played its first official
year of college football
in 1921 in a landscape
nearly
unrecognizable
compared with today’s
college football. College
athletics were less than
20 years removed from
the pre-regulation era and
the NCAA was 11 years
old. The AP Poll did not
exist, nor did any consensus
method to choose a national
champion. The only bowl
game to be played, the Rose
Bowl, ended in a scoreless tie
and featured zero total yards of
passing offense. The Providence
College Dominicans, as they were
called until 1929, opened collegiate
play against Boston College and lost
25-0. Their first win came against
RISD 87-0.
In only its second season, PC posted
an overall record above .500. The
College completed an on-campus field
for the season, and the first game at
Hendricken was played on October 21,
1922, a loss to the New London Navy.
The most impressive showing of their
5-4-0 season was a 26-0 win over the
Coast Guard Academy. Nationally, the
1922 season saw the introduction of the
PAT by the NCAA and the completion
of the Rose Bowl Stadium. In May halfback Joe McGee ’23, captain for the
first two seasons, graduated.
In
1925, Archie
Golembeski
replaced inaugural Head Coach Fred
Huggins and went 2-7-1 in his first
season with the team. Golembeski
also coached the PC men’s basketball
team, leading them to their first
NCAA-recognized win. In 1926, tackle
Jack Triggs ’26 made the Providence
Steamrollers, becoming the first former
player to make a professional team.
On the national stage, the Dickinson
system, the first NCAA recognized
system to choose a national champion,
PHOTO COURTESY OF DOMINICAN HISTORY

recognized the unbeaten Stanford
Cardinals as champions at the end of
the 1926 season.
In 1931, Providence College
compiled a 7-3-0 record, the most
wins by a PC varsity football team.
The best season in the team’s short
history was in 1935. College football
fans may recognize that year as the
first NCAA recognized Sugar and
Orange Bowls or, more likely, the first
year the Heisman was given out. At
Providence College, The Cowl began
its first year of publication and former
Friar Joe McGee was in his second
year as head coach of the Providence
College Football Team. They posted
a 6-2-0 record, the best winning
percentage in the program’s short
history. Hank Soar ’37 was named
the College’s only All-American
following the 1935 season. Soar would
go on to play eight years in the NFL,
all of them for the New York Giants.
Joe McGee’s final season as
the Friars’ head coach was 1937.
Providence’s closest battle that season
was a 7-0 loss to a Holy Cross that
would end the season undefeated
and ranked No. 14 in the AP’s final
poll. The single-score loss was the
closest the Friars would get in 17 tries
at toppling the region’s powerhouse.
Hugh Devore replaced Joe McGee
the next season and would coach the
Friars until the program’s end.
1941 was the 20th anniversary of
Providence College football and the
team’s final season. They opened
the season with a loss to Holy Cross,
though it was probably the best
showing of the season. Their last win
was November 16, 1941 against La
Salle. The last game was a 33-0 loss at
Xavier the next week. On December 7,
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
forced the relocation of the Rose
Bowl, the only post-season game
played on the West Coast at the time.
This and the US entrance into World
War II prompted the suspension,
and subsequent cancellation, of the
Providence College football team.

Quick Facts:
Though the PC Football Team
was discontinued in 1941, a club
team was formed in the early
1960s.
This league continued
throughout the 1980s, until its
discontinuation.
The discontinuation of this
program was one of the most
disputed in the history of the
school. Though the sport team was
cancelled long before the time of
the current students, many still
wear shirts advocating the return.

