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Last Monday, you may have noticed something 
different at the Ray dish return. On Nov. 21, ECOPC 
hosted their annual Clean Plate Challenge. For two 
hours during lunchtime, volunteers from the club set 
up a table at the dish return area in Raymond Dining 
Hall and asked students to discard the leftover food 
from their plates into a tray which sat on a scale. The 
food waste was weighed and then collected in a bin 
for composting. The volunteers measured a total of 
67.18 pounds of food waste during the two hours.

“Because people were already home for 
Thanksgiving, this number doesn’t even account 
for them,” said Sam Dietel ’23, an ECOPC executive 
board member. “There is likely a greater amount of 
food waste taking place in the dining hall than was 
calculated.”

The project was intended to communicate to 
Sodexo how much food is wasted in Ray and to 
raise awareness about the problem of food waste. 
The club displayed a poster with facts about food 
waste, including that 10 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions are from food waste alone, 1/3 of 
produced food is wasted, 870 million people could 
be fed with just 1/4 of our wasted food, the U.S. 
alone wastes over 100 billion tons of food every 
year, and $1 trillion is lost globally each year from 
food waste.

by Sarah McLaughlin ’23
Editor-in-Chief
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How Much Food 
Goes to Waste in Ray?

“Clean Plate Challenge” 
Hosted by ECOPC

Students were asked to clean their plates into this dish, which was weighed Students were asked to clean their plates into this dish, which was weighed 
each time it was filled and then emptied into the composting bin.each time it was filled and then emptied into the composting bin.
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Friars Cross Country Friars Cross Country 
Teams Continue Teams Continue 

to Dominateto Dominate
by Joseph Quirk ’23

Sports Co-Editor

CROSS-COUNTRY

Under the guidance of coach Ray Treacy, the 
Providence College track and cross country teams 
have always been among the most successful in the 
country. That trend has continued into this season, 
as the 2022 cross country season has come to a 
close. The women’s cross country team is ranked 
No. 18 in the country and continues to be one of 
the best in the Northeast. And while not ranked 
themselves, the men’s team is not far behind, also 
receiving votes in the national rankings poll. 

On Oct. 28, the Friars traveled to Attleboro, 
MA to compete in the Big East cross country 
championships. 

The Friars women’s team finished in second out 
of a field of eleven teams. The story of the day for 
the women’s team was Jane Buckley ’26, who won 
the race and the individual Big East title with a 
time of 20:06. Her first-place finish was significant 
for a variety of reasons, the first being that she was 
just the second freshman to ever win the Big East 
cross country title.

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country/Page 15
Jane Buckley ’26Jane Buckley ’26

The Providence College Men’s Cross Country teamThe Providence College Men’s Cross Country team PHOTOS COURTESY OF FRIARS.COM
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Outside of academics, McEvoy is actively involved in many clubs on campus.Outside of academics, McEvoy is actively involved in many clubs on campus.

Brigid McEvoy, a senior from Brooklyn, New 
York, has been an outstanding member of the 
Providence College community over her last three 
years, as seen by her commitment to academics as 
well as her impressive involvement in clubs and 
research on campus. 

McEvoy is a double major studying history 
and Spanish, and a double minor in business 
and innovation and Latin American Studies. 
She has worked with Dr. Edgar Mejia from 
PC’s Department of Foreign Language Studies 
and researched contemporary Latin American 
female authors. She has also performed primary 
and secondary source research on friendship in 
Medieval and Renaissance literature with Dr. 
Robert Stretter from PC’s Department of English. 
McEvoy worked with Dr. Steven Smith from PC’s 
Department of History and Classics to do research 
for a forthcoming book project on Peter Force, a 
19th-century newspaper editor.

McEvoy has been part of many research studies 
on campus, one of which she conducted after 
receiving the Veritas Research Grant. This grant 
gave her the opportunity to work with Dr. Adrian 
Weimer from PC’s Department of History and 
Classics, and decipher a shorthand writing from 
Michael Wigglesworth’s diary. Wigglesworth 
was a famous poet and preacher in early New 
England, which made this a huge challenge, but 
also a great accomplishment. 

McEvoy was inducted into the Phi Alpha Theta 
History Honor Society which is yet another one of 
her academic accomplishments. She is currently 
working  on her thesis which is concerned with 
the Argentinian military dictatorship. She is 
particularly focused on the relationship between 
the culture of silence under a totalitarian 
dictatorship and how this influences survivor 
memory. 

Outside of academics, McEvoy is actively 
involved in many clubs on campus. She is 
currently on the executive board for Admission 
Ambassadors and has been a member of the 
club since freshman year. She is also a senior 

Featured Friar: Brigid McEvoy
Doing Exeptional Research in Her Fields 

Germany Introduces New Immigration Policy
German Government to Reform Citizenship Law under Chancellor Scholz

automatical ly be given cit izenship if  one 
parent has been a legal  resident for 5 years 
or more. 

At present,  Germany has restrict ions on 
people holding dual  ci t izenship.  This  legis-
lat ion seeks to ease that . 

Interior Minister  Nancy Faeser claims 
that  making cit izenship easier  to obtain is 
“an incentive for integration.”

Germany has a population of  84 mil l ion 
people.  Last  year,  roughly 131,600 people 
were granted German cit izenship,  25 per-
cent of  whom immigrated from outside the 
European Union.  This  number is  20 percent 
greater than the previous year,  due in part 
to an increasing number of  migrants from 
Syria becoming naturalized. 

Those who oppose the legislat ion are 
part  of  the center-right bloc and take issue 
with the l iberalization of  naturalization 
laws.  Conservatives believe that  5  years is 
too short  a  t ime for a person to be el igible 
for ci t izenship. 

The conservative lawmaker Alexander 
Dobrindt stated,  “Sell ing off  German cit i -
zenship cheap doesn't  encourage integra-

This week,  the German government an-
nounced its  intentions to ease i ts  standards 
for obtaining cit izenship.  The change in 
rules is  part  of  a  broader series of  reforms 
spearheaded by Chancellor Olaf  Scholz and 
his  party,  the center-left  Social  Democrats 
in tandem with the environmentalist  Greens 
and the pro-business Free Democrats . 

In a quote obtained by ABC, Scholz said 
that  Germany has become “the country of 
hope for many,  and it 's  a  good thing when 
people who have put down roots in the 
country decide to take cit izenship.” He 
continued,  “Germany needs better  rules for 
the naturalization of  al l  these great  women 
and men.”

Legislation on this  issue has been in the 
works for almost  a  year and changes the re-
quired period of  wait ing from 6 to 8 years 
to 3 to 5.  Children born in Germany wil l 

t ion—it aims for exactly the opposite and 
wil l  tr igger additional  ‘pull  effects’  for  i l -
legal  migration,” according to Bild,  a  daily 
German tabloid. 

Other German polit icians emphasize 
the important role immigration plays in 
the economy. Minister  Hubertus Heil  from 
the Social  Democratic  party of  Germany 
pointed out that  for  many companies in 
Germany,  the search for skil led workers 
is  already an existential  question saying, 
“We need more immigration.” A study 
published by the Cologne Insti tute for Eco-
nomic Research shows that  from July 2021 
to July 2022,  the German workforce was 
experiencing a shortage of  more than half 
a  mil l ion skil led workers.  Economists  also 
predict  a  future labor shortage when 12.9 
mil l ion people in the baby boomer genera-
t ion retire in the next  15 years. 

As a major player in the European Union, 
Germany’s immigration policy is  of  great 
interest  in Europe and around the globe. 

by Syd Olinger ’23
News Co-Editor
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Admission Fellow, which involves interviewing 
prospective students. 

Gaelic Society and PC Irish Dance Club are 
two more clubs McEvoy is a part of. She was the 
Vice President of Gaelic Society her sophomore to 
junior year and is now the President of the club. 
In Irish Dance Club, she is on the executive board 
and serves as the club’s secretary. 

As a student in Honors DWC, after completing 
her 5 semesters of Civ, McEvoy has served as a 
peer mentor to other Honors DWC students. 
Within Campus Ministry, she is a lector at Sunday 
masses in St. Dominic Chapel. She is also on the 
Board of Multicultural Student Affairs.

Another large organization on campus she 
is involved in is the Orientation Staff. McEvoy 
has been a member of Orientation Staff since 
sophomore year, when she was an Operations 
Team member. Junior year, she took on a huge 
leadership role as an Orientation Coordinator and 

excelled in this position. However, her senior year 
she wanted to have her own group of freshmen 
to form close bonds with, so she stepped into the 
role of Orientation Leader. 

Last, but certainly not least, McEvoy has 
been one of many of PC’s most avid intramural 
participants. She has been on 27 intramural teams 
getting very close to a win each and every time. 
It was not until her most recent win in Handball 
that she won her very first Intramural t-shirt. 

“18-year-old me didn’t know that choosing 
Providence College would be one of the best 
decisions of my life. Almost four years later, 
I couldn’t be more grateful for all of the 
opportunities that PC has given me and for all of 
the friendships and memories that I have made,” 
said McEvoy. “Although I’m sad that this is my 
last year here, I look forward to what the future 
has in store and to carrying the Friar Family with 
me always.”

McEvoy has truly made the most of both her 
academic and social experience here at PC and 
her contributions to this school will be memorable 
for years to come. 

by Emma Strempfer ’24
News Co-Editor

INTERNATIONAL
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Updates from Alpha 
Epsilon Delta

Pfizer’s Potential Vaccine Breakthrough 
Against Another Respiratory Virus

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BOSTON GLOBE 
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H o w e v e r,  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  s h a m e  s t u d e n t s 
f o r  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d  l e f t  o n  t h e i r  p l a t e s .

“ I  j u s t  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  c r a z y  h o w  I  s a w  m u l t i p l e  p e o p l e 
w i t h  f u l l  s l i c e s  o f  p i z z a  a n d  e n t i r e  p l a t e s  o f  f o o d  t h a t  t h e y 
d i d  n o t  e a t , ”  s a i d  M a g g i e  R i t c h i e  ’ 2 5 ,  a n  E C O P C  m e m b e r 
w h o  v o l u n t e e r e d  a t  t h e  e v e n t .  “ I  i n i t i a l l y  t h o u g h t  t h e  f o o d 
w a s t e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c o m e  f r o m  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  s i z e s  g i v e n  o u t 
b y  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  a  l o t  o f  t h e  f o o d  w a s t e  w a s  f r o m  t h e 
s t a t i o n s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  c a n  p i c k  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  w a n t ,  s o  I 
t h i n k  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  b e  m o r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  [ a m o u n t  o f ] 
f o o d  t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g . ”

“ A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  f o o d  w a s t e  i s  a 
p r o b l e m  b e y o n d  j u s t  w a s t e d  f o o d , ”  s a i d  K a e l i n  F e r l a n d 
’ 2 3 ,  c o - p r e s i d e n t  o f  E C O P C .  “ I t ’ s  a l s o  a n  i s s u e  i n  t e r m s 
o f  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  b e c a u s e  f o o d  d e c o m p o s i t i o n 
r e l e a s e s  m e t h a n e ,  w h i c h  i s  f o u r  t i m e s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  c a r b o n 
d i o x i d e .  M a n y  p e o p l e  a l s o  d o n ’ t  c o n s i d e r  h o w  t h e  r e s o u r c e s 
l i k e  w a t e r  t h a t  w e n t  i n t o  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  f o o d  a r e  a l s o 
w a s t e d . ”

A w e e k  p r i o r,  o n  N o v.  1 4 ,  E C O P C  h o s t e d  s p e a k e r  R o s e 
F o r r e s t ,  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  C o o r d i n a t o r  a t  S o d e x o  ( a n d  c h e f ) . 
S t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  e v e n t  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  S o d e x o ’ s 
p o r t i o n  s i z e s .  M a n y  w o r r y  t h e y  a r e  w a s t i n g  f o o d  a n d  w a s t i n g 
t h e i r  F r i a r  B u c k s .  F o r r e s t  e x p r e s s e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c r e a t i n g 
a  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  d i n i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  P C .

A s  t h e  e v e n t  i s  r e p e a t e d  a n n u a l l y,  E C O P C  h o p e s  t o  i n i t i a t e 
s u c h  c h a n g e ,  a s  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  S o d e x o  t o 
c o m e  u p  w i t h  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  i n  o u r  d i n i n g  h a l l s .

Student Congress Updates

On Tuesday, Nov. 29, Student Congress was pleased to welcome 
Father Sicard to our general assembly meeting. The President 
provided a brief update about the College and was open to 
questions from the members of the Student Congress. He started 
by proudly describing the advanced track the school is on with 
the largest freshman class in PC history, a new nursing school, and 
ranked academic and athletic programs. There are three things we 
are focusing on as a college: obtaining greater national recognition, 
displaying our Catholic and Dominican identity, and making our 
institution more accessible to all applicants. He made us aware of 
the statistics regarding the applicant pool for the upcoming class 
years. There is a broad range of students, including applicants 
from 51 different countries.

He then gave announcements introducing the new chair of 
the Honors Program and the process in which they are building 
existing and new programs at the school, such as Catholic studies, 
business and innovation, and a neuroscience major. They are also 
searching for around 38 new faculty members. Shanley Hall will 
be completed by the fall of 2023, the science complex renovations 
will be completed Jan. 1, and Feinstein will be ready for incoming 
nursing students in fall 2023. Residence halls Sullivan and Koffler 
will be updated to replace the housing lost with the destruction 
of Fennell Hall.

Before questions, Fr. Sicard asked for members to share specific 
topics that students feel the administration should be aware 
of. Students’ concerns included the expansion of the math and 
computer science department to relieve staff members. Also 
discussed was the future of the biology department, including the 
possibility of current biology students transferring to the nursing 
school and the staffing of the department.  More questions regarded 
the lighting and safety on campus, parking issues, concerns about 
the growth of the school, and mutual respect discussions. Fr. Sicard 
answered that there has been a plan created to have monthly open 
conversations between faculty members about pressing issues and 
concerns brought forth by the student body. He is being cautious 
about the chosen topics in order to maintain the safe environment 
that the College is committed to maintaining.

Fr. Sicard reported the retention rates for PC faculty members  
of color to be 86 percent. He assured us that he aims to support 
faculty from an institutional perspective. The associate provost 
for DEI is doing important work on the retention of faculty of 
color and more positions are being looked into to share this focus.

One member asked about the sustainability of the school in 
regard to the growing population as well as the many construction 
programs that the school is partaking in. Fr. Sicard applauded the 
work of John Sweeney, who heads sustainability projects within 
the school.

Another member asked about the issues with housing 
surrounding students who choose to study abroad for a semester 
and how to prevent so much movement among student dorms 
throughout the year. Fr. Sicard replied that they have imposed 
limits on the number of people who can study abroad in the fall 
and spring and have reached out to juniors, providing them with 
the option to live off campus.

A member asked about the continuation of the Friarside chats 
explaining the value this member got from the face-to-face 
interaction in an intimate setting as the President of the College. 
Fr. Sicard expressed his desire to restart the chats now that 
COVID-19 restrictions would not force them to limit numbers.

Student Congress was thankful that Fr. Sicard could come and 
speak with us and we are appreciative that he was extremely 
receptive to our comments. As for the rest of the meeting, the 
updated election schedule has been passed and the ethics review 
occurred Tuesday night, following the meeting. Another piece 
of legislation was passed regarding the improvement of the 
constitution by editing the pronouns used on the document in 
order to promote inclusivity of all members. 

by Kaitlyn Hladik ’25 and Tess Carty ’25
1HZV�6WD;
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Clean Plate Challenge
Continued from front page 

I n  a  p o s t - C O V I D - 1 9  w o r l d ,  a  h y p e r v i g i l a n c e  i n  m o n i t o r -
i n g  s i c k n e s s  h a s  e m e rg e d .  Wi t h  t h a t  b e i n g  s a i d ,  t h e  re s u l t s 
o f  p a n d e m i c  p ro c e d u re s  ( e . g . ,  h a n d  w a s h i n g ,  m a s k i n g ,  a n d 
s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g )  h a v e  t a k e n  a  t o l l  o n  t h e  i m m u n e  s y s t e m 
o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  v i ru s e s  w h i c h  t y p i -
c a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e  s t a b l e  l e v e l s  o f  i n f e c t i o n  r a t e s  f ro m  s e a s o n 
t o  s e a s o n  m a y  q u i c k l y  s p i r a l  i n t o  e m e rg e n t  c o n c e r n s .  R S V, 
a  re s p i r a t o r y  i n f e c t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  re s p i r a t o r y  s y n c y t i a l 
v i ru s ,  p re s e n t s  s i m i l a r l y  t o  C O V I D - 1 9  i n  t e r m s  o f  a  ru n n y 
n o s e ,  s o re  t h ro a t ,  f e v e r,  a n d  c h i l l s .  T h i s  v i ru s  i s  h i g h l y  c o n -
t a g i o u s  a m o n g  c h i l d re n  a n d  a d u l t s  a n d  h a s  re l a t i v e l y  h i g h 
r a t e s  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  i n  c h i l d re n .  A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  C e n -
t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t ro l  a n d  P re v e n t i o n  ( C D C ) ,  w i t h i n  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b e t w e e n  5 8 , 0 0 0 - 8 0 , 0 0 0  c h i l d re n  u n d e r  t h e  a g e 
o f  5  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e c t e d  b y  R S V  b e c o m e  h o s p i t a l i z e d . 
I n f e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a y  b e  c o n t a g i o u s  f o r  3  t o  8  d a y s .

C u r re n t l y  n o  p re v e n t i v e  o r  c u r a t i v e  t re a t m e n t s  e x i s t ,  b u t 
P f i z e r  h a s  b e g u n  re p o r t i n g  p o s i t i v e  n e w s  o n  t h e  c re a t i o n  o f 
a  p o s s i b l e  v a c c i n e .  P f i z e r  h a s  n a m e d  t h i s  v a c c i n e  p ro j e c t 
R S V p re F.  A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  i n  t h e  t r i a l  s t a g e s ,  R S V p re F  h a s  h a d 
a p p ro x i m a t e l y  8 6 %  s u c c e s s  i n  p re v e n t i n g  s e v e re  i l l n e s s  i n 
a d u l t s .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  v a c c i n e  h a s  a l s o  p ro v e n  t o 
h a v e  8 1 . 8 %  e f f i c a c y  i n  p re v e n t i n g  s e v e re  R S V- c a u s e d  l o w -
e r  re s p i r a t o r y  t r a c t  i l l n e s s  i n  n e w b o r n s  ( w i t h i n  9 0  d a y s  o f 
b i r t h )  t h ro u g h  m a t e r n a l  i m m u n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  v i ru s  t re a t m e n t 
w a s  a w a rd e d  t h e  B re a k t h ro u g h  T h e r a p y  D e s i g n a t i o n  b y  t h e 
F D A i n  M a rc h  o f  2 0 2 2 .  A n n a l i e s a  A n d e r s o n ,  P h . D . ,  S e n i o r 
Vi c e  P re s i d e n t  a n d  C h i e f  S c i e n t i f i c  O ff i c e r  Va c c i n e  R e s e a rc h 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  a t  P f i z e r  h a s  g o n e  o n  re c o rd  s t a t i n g  t h a t 
R S V p re F  i s  t h e  f i r s t  v a c c i n e  b e i n g  p re p a re d  w h i c h  m a y  i m -
m u n i z e  b o t h  o l d e r  a d u l t s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n f a n t s  t h ro u g h  m a t e r-
n a l  i m m u n i z a t i o n .  P f i z e r  a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a 
B i o l o g i c s  L i c e n s e  A p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  U . S .  F D A b y  t h e  e n d  o f 
2 0 2 2 .  I n  t h e  f u t u re ,  t h e  R S V  v a c c i n e  m a y  b e c o m e  t h e  n e w  f l u 
s h o t  w i t h  y e a r l y  i t e r a t i o n s  t o  b o o s t  i m m u n i t y  a n d  p ro t e c t 
t h o s e  a t  g re a t e r  r i s k  f o r  s e r i o u s  R S V  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s 
i n f a n t s  a n d  o l d e r  a d u l t s .

by Kayleigh Goebelbecker ’24
Guest News Writer

CAMPUS
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The 2022 Midterm Election “Red 
Wave” is now a symbol of false 
hope for the Republican Party and 
former president Trump. Politicians 
on the right confidently proclaimed 
that November 8, 2022 would prove 
that Americans are frustrated with 
Democratic leadership. Inflationary 
pressures and attacks on gun rights 
could not save them from doom. Even 
though Republicans claimed some 
victories, given recent historical 
trends for midterms elections, the 
2022 elections are largely a failure 
for the party. 

Despite competitive races in 
Pennsylvania, Georgia, Nevada, 
and Arizona,  Democrats have 
retained control of the Senate with 
the Warnock-Walker race still 
undecided. Republicans did gain 
control of the House, but only by a 
two-seat margin, with two races still 
uncalled. Even if Republicans win 
both races, a four-seat majority is 
nothing to celebrate. 

Historical data from Franklin 
Roosevelt to Donald Trump 
demonstrates that lower presidential 
approval ratings mean that his (or 

her) party will lose more House 
seats during the midterms. During 
President Obama’s administration, 
Democrats lost sixty-three House 
seats in 2010, for instance, even 
though the president’s approval 
rating was polled at 45 percent. The 
Democrats also lost Senate seats 
during both Obama-era midterm 
elections. Retaining control of 
the Senate is a major victory for 
Democrats. Even though President 
Biden’s approval rating was 41.4 
percent on Election Day, Democrats 
only lost nine House seats during 
this election cycle, creating an 
unprecedented situation. 

Reflecting on the 2018 midterm 
election results also demonstrates 
that the Democrats can consider the 
2022 election cycle a success. Trump’s 
2018 approval rating was polled 
around 44 percent, which predicted 
that Republicans would lose 33 seats 
in 2018. The Republicans lost forty 
House seats during the 2018 cycle. 
The Democrats should have lost 
control of the House by a significant 
margin, which demonstrates that the 
Republicans have no one to blame 
but themselves.  

Whether Democrat or Republican, 
one must acknowledge that extreme 
right-wing decisions from the 

The Elephant in the Room
Americans Have Spoken

Supreme Court paired with the rise 
of Trumpism are not necessarily 
popular among the American public. 
President Biden is not the most 
popular president. Democrats are 
not necessarily saints. For many, 
they might be the lesser of two evils. 

If Republicans want to retain their 
influence, policy initiatives must 
reflect the will of the people. With 
yet another recent mass shooting in 
Colorado, the NRA is becoming a 
liability for the party. Republicans 
should not suggest a potential 
nationwide abortion ban given that 
it is highly unpopular. Ultimately, 
actions that ignore public sentiment 
could signal the Republicans’ 
demise. 

However, the former president 
presents perhaps the largest challenge 
for Republicans to overcome. Even 
though some Americans continue 
to support former President Trump, 
there are many Republican voters 
who are quite frustrated with his 
actions pertaining to January 6, 2021. 
Without a meaningful bipartisan 
commitment to a full investigation 
of the President’s response to the 
Capitol riot, the Republican Party 
will continue to lose influence in 
American politics. 

It’s happening again and no 
one should be surprised. Mass 
shootings are nothing new, and 
the more we hear about them, the 
more desensitized we become. 
Late at night on Saturday, Nov. 19, 
another deadly shooting took place 
at an LGBTQ+ bar called Club Q in 
Colorado Springs, CO. The shooter 
murdered five people and injured 
at least nineteen others during 
this bias-motivated crime. Before 
Americans had time to process this 
tragedy, the next major shooting 
occurred. Three days later on 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, a Walmart manager 
killed six employees and injured 
six others in the Walmart break 
room in Chesapeake, VA. Despite 
all the shootings highlighted in the 
media, there are still countless mass 
shootings that aren’t publicized. 
This is truly an American problem. 
A recent study showed that the 
United States was responsible for 
73 percent of the 139 mass shootings 
that occurred globally in developed 
countries between 1998 and 2019. 
The study described how the United 
States was also responsible for 62 
percent of all 1,318 mass shooting 

fatalities from the same time 
period. How is this still a problem 
in America? Americans have 
learned that nowhere is safe—not 
the grocery store, not your favorite 
entertainment venue, not your 
place of worship, not your school. 

Mass shootings cause fear for 
most people in the United States. 
Despite this, nothing is being done 
to stop this never-ending cycle 
of violence. Politicians flock to 
Twitter to offer their “thoughts and 
prayers,” which do nothing to aid 
in ending the tragedies Americans 
face far too often. Citizens do 
not want your thoughts. Citizens 
do not want your prayers. What 
citizens need is action. Politicians 
tell Americans to avoid politicizing 
such tragedies, but how can they 
not? Gun violence in our country 
is a political issue and one that 
needs serious attention. How can 
nothing continue to change when 
employees are being murdered in 
their break rooms? When people 
are murdered at a club because 
of their sexual orientation? When 
children are murdered at school? 

The younger generation might 
remember sitting in the corner 
during lockdown drills at school 
and how exciting it was when it cut 
into class time. From the teacher ’s 

Incessant Cycle
Mass Shootings Continue in America

perspective, the drill is terrifying. 
As an elementary school student 
teacher, I participated in ALICE 
training, which teaches active 
shooting preparedness. The police 
come to a school to tell staff about 
the statistics of school shootings 
and how faculty members can keep 
their students alive. During this 
training, teachers learned how to 
barricade entryways as the police 
tried breaking down doors. The 
main focus of the presentation is 
how to keep most students alive. 
The police officers went on to tell 
the teachers that if one student 
is not in the classroom when the 
lockdown sounds, they need to 
lock that student out to protect 
the other children. Furthermore, 
if someone can make it out of the 
building, they should leave as 
quickly as possible. If someone 
sees injured people on the way out, 
they are supposed to leave them to 
avoid slowing anyone else down. 
Teachers—including myself—were 
in tears, thinking about the kids 
we love and see every day, left for 
dead because protocol states staff 
should not help them. Why is this 
something Americans need to think 
about? Why is this a real experience 
teachers and students have faced 
and lost their lives over?

The number of mass killings 
in 2022 remains about average 
compared to previous years. 
However, there has been a relatively 
higher number of victims. When 
looking at all mass killings in the 
U.S. between 2006 and now, this 
year is currently the third highest 
for its victim count. Of the 202 
killed this year, 58 were killed in 
a public fatal shooting, 128 were 
killed in non-public fatal shootings, 
and 16 were killed by other means. 
Gun violence is a major problem in 
this country and not much is being 
done to fix it. Thoughts and prayers 
don’t save lives—action and policy 
change do. Where are the stricter 
gun laws and better mental health 
screenings to prevent the tragedies 
we have seen time and time again? 
Without change, the list of the 
dead, already too long, will only 
continue to grow. In the period 
from 1966 to now, Rhode Island has 
never had a mass killing event. If 
nothing changes, how long do we 
have until this streak is broken? No 
one will feel safe until the people 
in charge start making decisions 
that enact real change and fix the 
laws that are killing their citizens. 
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Global Femicide

Global politics has always incorporated 
global femicide into its range of weaponry and 
military tactics; however, with modern panels, 
legislation, and the committee on human 
rights, global femicide should not be an option. 
Femicide, along with gender-based violence, 
is an atrocity that should not be employed 
as a military tactic. In international politics, 
this form of gender-based violence is used 
by governments to suppress certain groups 
or enemies into submission. A modern-day 
example of this atrocity is the Ethiopia-Tigray 
War, in which the Ethiopian military regime 
raped and abducted girls from Tigray, a region in 
Ethiopia. This tragedy exemplifies the popular 
social construct of commodifying women’s 
and children’s bodies for military control. All 
countries that commit these atrocities should be 
charged with War Crimes and Crimes Against 
Humanity.  

A femicide is a form of genocide that is 
enacted upon only women and girls. Femicide 
is defined as “the processes by which violence 
against women becomes socially acceptable and 
quotidian.” While it is true that femicide has 
become a socially acceptable means of wielding 
power in international relations, that does not 
mean that femicide is not genocide. For example, 
in regions like Tigray, women are brutally 
raped, murdered, and sold into sex slavery. 
Since our world has normalized this genocide of 
women, we must look to established laws and 
precedents to argue to the patriarchal society 
that these acts are inhuman and unjustifiable. 
In a world where male leaders instigate these 
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egregious acts, we must play by their rules and 
rhetoric to make them understand that women 
deserve human dignity too.  

Ethiopia’s militia must be stopped, charged, 
and punished for their crimes. Amnesty 
International’s Secretary General states, “it’s 
clear that rape and sexual violence have been 
used as a weapon of war to inflict lasting 
physical and psychological damage on women 
and girls in Tigray. In addition, hundreds have 
been subjected to brutal treatment aimed at 
degrading and dehumanizing them.” This 
dehumanization should not go unchecked in 
any circumstance. When it comes to women and 
girls, it often goes unnoticed and unpunished. 
We all need to be made aware of the tragedies 
happening daily to fellow human beings and 
become un-desensitized to femicide. Women 
and girls deserve human dignity and should 
have never been used as a military tactic 
through dehumanization, psychological abuse, 
and removal of physical agency to win a war.

BBC did an interview with survivors of the 
femicide happening in Tigray. Their accounts 
are horrendous to recall, but they chose to 
share their stories and relive their trauma. For 
example, “a 39-year-old woman reported being 
seized by Eritrean soldiers while traveling 
with her two children. “Five of them raped 
me in front of my children,” she told Amnesty. 
“They used an iron rod, which is used to clean 
the gun, to burn me. They inserted pieces of 
metal into my womb... Then they left me on 
the street.” Her story and her children’s stories 
matter. The Eritrean soldiers psychologically 
tortured children by degrading and violating 
their mothers. First, they physically burned her 
to show dominance and to scare her and her 
children into submission. Then, they inflicted 

Inhumane Actions Against Women & Children

brutal pain and dehumanization in an intimate 
area of her body. Finally, they left her and her 
children to die in the street. They wanted to 
psychologically and physically torture, and 
leave them for dead to send a message to 
Tigray’s people. This woman’s story is one out of 
thousands that are told, but there are thousands 
we will never hear because the victims are dead 
or missing. This example begs the question of 
how gender-based violence against women and 
children became a “justifiable” option in war. 

Gender-based violence that dehumanizes 
the victims should have never been considered 
by the Ethiopian military regime because all 
humans deserve dignity. Unfortunately, the 
military has made it apparent that they believe 
women’s and girls’ bodies are commodifiable 
and destructible. Our global society does not 
value women’s lives enough to outright say that 
this is a form of injustice that must be stopped, 
so we must cite the U.N.’s definition of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity to argue 
that the Ethiopian military should be punished. 
Article 8 of the Rome Statute, concerning war 
crimes,  states that “Willful killing, torture 
or inhuman treatment, including biological 
experiments; Committing outrages upon 
personal dignity, in particular, humiliating 
and degrading treatment; rape, sexual slavery, 
enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, as 
defined in Article 7, Paragraph 2 (f), enforced 
sterilization or any other form of sexual violence 
also constituting a grave breach of the Geneva 
Conventions.” More legal and moral reasons 
also constitute that Ethiopia should be punished 
for inhumane war crimes against women and 
children of Tigray, but action must be taken to 
prevent such horrors from occurring. 

by Callie Raacke ’25
Opinion Writer
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From Nov. 6 to Nov. 18 world leaders met 
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt at the 27th annual 
United Nations Climate Change Conference 
of the Parties, otherwise known as COP27. The 
two-week-long summit focuses exclusively on 
climate change, as well as the steps countries 
should take to achieve the goals outlined in the 
Paris Climate Agreement. The treaty reaffirms 
the commitment of almost all of the countries 
in the world to combating climate change, with 
countries agreeing to take the necessary actions 
to prevent the planet from warming an additional 
1.5 degrees celsius. By avoiding this number, we 
can avert some of the most severe effects of climate 
change. However, we are far from reaching this 
goal, as the United Nations recently announced 
that the planet will warm an additional 2.1 to 2.9 
degrees celsius by 2030. We’re also not close to 
reaching the deforestation goals established at 
COP26 last year.

This means that this year’s COP27 summit was 
more important than ever. Unfortunately, it seems 
like every year, people are left underwhelmed 
and disappointed by the lack of political progress 
made during the conference, accusing it of 
being performative rather than productive. The 
conference has been harshly criticized by many, 
including 19-year-old environmental activist 
Greta Thunberg, who claimed that it’s “mainly 
used as an opportunity for leaders and people 
in power to get attention,” and people need to 
“realize what a scam this is and realize that these 
systems are failing us.” When speaking at COP26 

in 2021, she publicly denounced the summit as “a 
failure,” saying that it will just “maintain business 
as usual,” allowing those in power to benefit at 
the expense of the planet. It wasn’t surprising that 
Thunberg did not attend this year’s conference as 
she has in the past.

When investigating the companies that 
sponsored COP27, it does seem as though Thunberg 
is correct in her description of the summit as “a 
scam.” Understandably, the conference received 
a lot of criticism for being sponsored by Coca-
Cola, a company that profits from plastic water 
bottles made of petroleum and oil. According 
to a report by Corporate Accountability and the 
Corporate European Observatory, 95 percent of 
COP27 sponsors had connections to the fossil fuel 
industry. as stated in another report from Global 
Witness, somehow 636 lobbyists for the fossil 
fuel industry were at the conference. There’s no 
reason this many individuals profiting from the 
very thing that is driving climate change should 
be allowed to attend a conference trying to phase 
out fossil fuels.

At this year’s conference, around 80 countries, 
including the United States, were in favor of the 
elimination of fossil fuels by 2025. However, many 
countries that rely on oil exports economically did 
not support this proposal. This was a huge missed 
opportunity to drastically decrease our global 
emissions.

There were some positive agreements reached 
at the conference. As expected, climate justice was 
at the forefront of the summit. This is important 
because the conference was held in Egypt, and 
Africa is the continent most affected by climate 
change, despite contributing to it significantly 

less than developed countries. After days of 
negotiations, leaders of developed countries 
finally agreed to establish a fund to provide 
financial support for developing countries that 
are most impacted by the climate crisis.

Developed countries have already made such 
a promise in 2009, agreeing to give $100 billion 
to countries threatened by climate change every 
year. While this number would be nowhere near 
the amount of money required to help developing 
countries adapt to this threat, it shows how 
developed countries are starting to acknowledge 
their greater role in causing environmental 
problems. However, this agreement was 
supposed to happen by 2020, but it still has yet to 
take effect. With the failure of the last pledge and 
climate change worsening, this new fund will be 
imperative to help developing countries.  

COP27: Success or Flop?
When Will Nations Act?

Content Warning: This article discusses sexual assault and violence.
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Is Student Journalism in Peril in the Digital Age?

University of Arizona Student Faces Doxxing and Harassment

by Sarah McLaughlin ’23
Editor-In-Chief

In the age of social media, it is 
not uncommon for young people to 
experience harassment from peers 
online. This can take the form of hurtful 
comments, threatening direct messages, 
or mass reporting of one’s account in 
order to get it banned from a platform. 
Those in the public eye—influencers, 
content creators, and others who have 
amassed large followings—tend to be 
the most likely victims, but it turns out 
that student journalists can also become 
targets.

On Sept. 20, Olivia Krupp, a 
sophomore at the University of Arizona, 
wrote an opinion article for her school’s 
newspaper, The Daily Wildcat, in which 
she interviewed TikTok star Lukas 
Pakter, a U of A senior. In the article, she 
is critical of how Pakter’s fanbase views 
him as a “role model” of masculinity 
and compares him to the controversial 
podcaster Andrew Tate. Despite her 
relatively tame critique, Pakter’s 
fans—and a large population of U of 
A students—interpreted it as an attack 
piece and launched an attack of their 
own. Krupp’s phone was overwhelmed 
with calls, texts, comments, and direct 
messages for days. The messages were 
extremely rude, threatened violence, 
and could easily be harmful to any 
student’s mental health.

As a student journalist and aspiring 
professional, after reading Krupp’s 
article and her interview with The 
Washington Post, I felt a need to reach 
out, offer my support, and ask her about 
her experience. 

“Being a student journalist in 2022 
means you probably also have an active 
Instagram account, TikTok, et cetera,” 
Krupp said in our interview. “We know 
so much more and are exposed to so 
much news, but with that comes the 
price of people knowing so much more 
about us. I certainly had to figure that 
out the hard way.”

Providence College is a much smaller 
school than U of A, which brings a 
much smaller readership of our student 
newspaper. Still, I and other Cowl 
writers understand how scary it can 
be to voice your opinions on a public 
platform with your name attached. 
Some student journalists fear their 
friends, classmates, professors, or even 
family members reading their articles.

“Even though it was quite difficult 
at first, I’ve been doing a lot better 
recently,” Krupp said in regard to 
her mental well-being. “It’s hard as a 
young woman to have such vulgar and 

obscene threats hurled at you from 
people you don’t even know. It’s even 
harder to tell your university about 
what is happening to you and for them 
to basically look at you and say, ‘What 
do you want us to do?’”

The University of Arizona did not 
get involved or even comment on 
the situation until Nov. 8, after the 
Post sought comment. Krupp stated 
that she believes colleges have “an 
irrefutable duty and responsibility 
to protect students who are involved 
in their programs,” including 
student newspapers. “I think a 
lot of universities are unprepared 
for problems that journalists face 
nowadays,” she said, citing doxxing 
and cyberbullying as examples. “The 
solution is complicated, but I think 
safety precautions are the first step—
only contacting interview subjects 
through email, student cell phone 
numbers taken out of [the] university 
phone book.”

Krupp went on to say that she 
doesn’t think this experience has 
changed the way she’ll write stories, 
but it has affected the way she thinks 
about her work: “At this point, my top 
priority is my safety and privacy—two 
thoughts that never crossed my mind 
before.” 

One of my biggest concerns when 
speaking with Krupp was how her 
story might affect the mindset of 
other student journalists. It’s sad to 
think that other young people might 
read about what happened to Krupp 
and approach their own stories with 
a fear of harassment at the forefront 
of their minds. But Krupp stated that 
her experience has actually made her 
confident that professional journalism 
is in her future.

“I can confidently say I have never 
been so sure and passionate [about] 
something in my life,” she said. “Even 
though it was negative, it grew this 
intense drive within me to keep going, 
to keep writing. When people tell me 
to not do something or that I can’t 

do something or that I shouldn’t 
do something—I only want to do it 
more. That is the kind of person I am 
and I think that will only further my 
career in journalism.”

I think more important than 
being a good writer is being a good 
advocate for yourself. This is what 
I’ve learned the most from my brief 
journalistic experience, and it seems 
that Krupp has learned this as well. 
I can only hope to pass this message 
onto the current and future Cowl 
staff.

Despite the backlash she received, 
Krupp said she is “super proud” of 
the Pakter article and is excited for 
her future work. “My biggest piece 
of advice would be to stand proudly 
and shamelessly by the words you 
put to paper—no matter how many 
people want to make you feel small 
for it,” she said. “Most things that 
are truthful and worth writing about 
will stir up controversy—this is a 
good thing. As long as your safety is 
not being threatened, backlash and 
criticism is something you should 
welcome, not fear.”

As a newspaper at a private, 
Catholic institution, I think student 
journalists—and students in the 
classroom—are even more wary 
of expressing their opinions or 
investigating controversial topics 
than they might be at a large state 
school like the University of Arizona. 
I encourage all students to follow 
in Krupp’s footsteps of standing 
behind the ideas they believe are 
right, while remaining aware that 
controversy can and will occur, 
and criticism should be welcomed 
with an open mind. Along the same 
lines, I hope that colleges are able 
to enact safety measures protecting 
student journalists from the undue 
harassment Krupp received or, at the 
very least, immediately condemn it.
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Survey about residential life at PC:

With questions and concerns, please 
contact craacke@friars.providence.

edu.

*This survey is a student project and is not 
CHǩNKCVGF�YKVJ�2TQXKFGPEG�%QNNGIG�QT�4GUKFGPEG�

Life.

Have feedback for The Cowl? 
Interested in submitting a Letter to 
the Editor? Want to put in an ad for 
a club or an event on or off campus?

Email editor@thecowl.com!
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Last Week’s Answers
1. What has a neck but no head? (A bottle)

2. If 2+2=4, what does 13x4=? (52)

3. What is more useful when it is broken? (An egg)

4. Who has married many women, but never gotten 
married? (A friar)

5. What is yellow and looks like an apple? (A yellow apple)

Created with the combined power of the Puzzler ’23, the Riddler ’23, and the Brain Blaster ’23

Pawsword Puggzle

The Riddler’s Rotunda
1. What wears a coat in all seasons?

2. How can you tell the difference between a dog and a 
tree?

3. What happens after it rains cats and dogs?

4. What’s a scientist’s best friend?

5. Why does Snoop Dog need an umbrella?
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ABOVE:   On Saturday, Nov. 19, Motherland Dance 

Group hosted their annual event, the Muses of Mother-

land Fashion Show. Students showcased fashion, music, 

and dance performances of African and Caribbean cul-

ture in Peterson Center. 

RIGHT: The Providence College Dance Club hosted 

their fall semester show on Saturday, Nov. 19 and Sun-

day, Nov. 20. Family and friends gathered to watch the 

dance performance held in Angell Blackfriars Theatre.

BOTTOM LEFT:  The Providence College men’s basket-

ball team hosted Columbia University on Saturday, Nov. 

26. The Friars defeated the Lions 78-64 at the Amica Mu-

tual Pavilion.

BOTTOM RIGHT: The Class of 2023 hosted Friendsgiv-

ing at McPhail’s Night on Friday, Nov. 18. The Class of 

2023 gathered for the event with friends, karaoke, and 

drinks.

SAMMI BUTTITTA ’23/ THE COWL SAMMI BUTTITTA ’23/ THE COWL

SAMMI BUTTITTA ’23/ THE COWL

SAMMI BUTTITTA ’23/ THE COWLRYAN TWOMEY ’23/ THE COWL
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EntertainmentArts&
Not the Oscars, but Close

Throughout this year, hundreds of new movies 
crossed our screens. Two years after the start of 
the pandemic, audiences were ready for new 
ÀOPV� WR� RFFXS\� WKHLU� PLQGV�� 7KHVH� ÀYH� PRYLHV�
ZHUH� UHOHDVHG� LQ� ����� DQG� ZHUH� VWDQGRXWV� LQ� WKHLU�
JHQUHV� DQG� LQ� WKH� ÀOP� ZRUOG�� ,I� \RX� KDYH� QRW� KDG�
a chance to see them yet, make sure they are on 
\RXU� PXVW�ZDWFK� OLVW� EHIRUH� WKH� QHZ� \HDU� FRPHV�

Don’t Worry Darling, Thriller/Mystery, Directed 
by Olivia Wilde
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FXO�GH�VDF� ZLWK� -DFN·V� FRZRUNHUV� DQG� WKH� FRXSOHV·�
IULHQGV��(DFK�GD\��WKH�KXVEDQGV�JR�WR�ZRUN�ZKLOH�WKHLU�
ZLYHV�VWD\�DW�KRPH��+RZHYHU��$OLFH�EHJLQV� WR�QRWLFH�
odd things happening in her community, and when 
VKH� VWDUWV� DVNLQJ� TXHVWLRQV�� VKH� IDFHV� EDFNODVK� IURP�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHU�JXUX��)UDQN��&KULV�3LQH���7KLV�
IDVW�SDFHG�DQG�EHDXWLIXOO\�VKRW�PRYLH�IHDWXUHV�WZLVWV�
DQG�WXUQV�WKDW�ZLOO�NHHS�\RX�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI�\RXU�VHDW�

 Nope, Horror/Sci-Fi, Directed by Jordan Peele
7KLV� SRSXODU� KRUURU�PRYLH� IHDWXUHV�.HNH� 3DOPHU��

'DQLHO�.DOXX\D��%DUELH�)HUUHLUD��0LFKDHO�:LQFRWW��DQG�

:LWK� WKH� VHPHVWHU� KXUWOLQJ�
WRZDUGV� LWV� FRQFOXVLRQ�� PDQ\�
groups on campus are hosting 
WKHLU� ILQDO� ELJ� HYHQWV�� 7ZR� VXFK�
JURXSV� IDOO� LQWR� WKH� PXVLFDO�
FDWHJRU\�� WKH� 3&� -D]]� %DQG�
DQG� WKH� 3&� 6\PSKRQLF� :LQGV�
3&� -D]]� %DQG·V� )DOO� &RQFHUW�

WRRN� SODFH� RQ� 1RY�� ��� XQGHU� WKH�
YDVW� FHLOLQJ� RI� ·���+DOO��ZKLFK�ZDV�
FHUWDLQO\� D� FKDQJH� LQ� DWPRVSKHUH�
IROORZLQJ� WKH� EDQG·V� SHUIRUPDQFH�
DW�0F3KDLO·V�D�PRQWK�SULRU��/HDGLQJ�
WKH� MD]]� EDQG�ZDV� 'U�� (ULF�0HOOH\��
whose enthusiasm for the genre 
was apparent in every word he 
VSRNH��:KLOH� WKH�EDQG�ZDV�VPDOOHU�
than previous years, consisting 
RI� ILYH� KRUQ� SOD\HUV�� D� GUXPPHU��
a bassist, and a keyboardist, they 
ZHUH� LQFUHGLEO\� WLJKW� DQG� WRUH�
WKURXJK� DQ� H[FLWLQJ� OLVW� RI� VRQJV��
7KLV� OLVW� ZDV� FRPSRVHG� RI� MD]]�
VWDQGDUGV�VXFK�DV�'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ·V�
´&RWWRQWDLO�µ� &KDUOLH� 3DUNHU·V�
´0\� /LWWOH� 6XHGH� 6KRHV�µ� DQG�
0LOHV�'DYLV·�DQG�9LFWRU�)HOGPDQ·V�
´6HYHQ� 6WHSV� WR� +HDYHQ�µ
+RZHYHU� � WKH� PRVW � H[F LW LQJ�

moment of the concert was the 
ILQDO� VRQJ�� ZKLFK� ZDV� D� WDNH� RQ�
6QDUN\� 3XSS\·V� LQWLPLGDWLQJ�
´/LQJXV�µ� 7KH� VRQJ� EHJDQ� LQ� ����
time, but the band was undeterred, 
recreating the epic grandiosity of 
WKH� RULJLQDO��:KLOH� WKH� ILUVW� KDOI� RI�
the song captivated the audience, 
WKH\� ZHUH� WUXO\� K\SQRWL]HG� E\�
WKH� VHFRQG� KDOI�� $W� WKLV� SRLQW�� WKH�
time signature switched to a more 
DFFHVVLEOH� �����:LWK� RQO\� D� EDVVOLQH�
DQG� PLQLPDO� GUXPPLQJ�� WKH�
NH\ERDUGLVW�� -RUGDQ� 0F%ULGH� ·����
FUHDWHG� D� SV\FKHGHOLF� VRXQGVFDSH��
SOD\LQJ�DQ� LPSURYLVDWLRQ� WKDW�ZDV�
ODUJH� \HW� YHUVDWLOH�� $IWHU� D� EULHI�
GUXP� FDOO�� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� EDQG�
came in and began to groove. 
0HPEHUV� RI� WKH� DXGLHQFH� ZHUH�
seen nodding their heads in time 
with the music, their eyes fixated 
on the stage. When the concert 
ended, the praise was unanimous.

The next day brought the 
Symphonic Winds concert, which 
ZDV� DOVR� OHG� E\� 'U�� 0HOOH\�� 7KLV�
WLPH�� WKH� VKRZ� ZDV� KHOG� LQ� WKH�
5\DQ� &RQFHUW� +DOO�� ORFDWHG� LQ�
WKH� 6PLWK� &HQWHU� IRU� WKH� $UWV��
)HDWXULQJ�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�EDQG�WKDQ�
WKH� MD]]� FRQFHUW�� WKH� PXVLF� ZDV�
DOVR�YDVWO\�GLIIHUHQW��7KH�WKHPH�IRU�

WKH� QLJKW� ZDV� ´0RYLQJ� 3LFWXUHV�µ�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKLV�ZDV� LQ� QR�ZD\�
connected with the band Rush. 
+RZHYHU��ZKDW�ZDV�RQ�GLVSOD\�ZDV�
quite impressive: most of the pieces 
performed were accompanied by 
images projected onto a screen 
DERYH� WKH� SHUIRUPHUV�� )RU� ´8UEDQ�
6FHQHVµ� E\� $QGUHZ� %R\VHQ��
SLFWXUHV� RI� YDULRXV� FLWLHV� PHOGHG�
ZLWK� WKH� PXVLF� SOD\HG� WR� FUHDWH�
a very captivating experience. 
´3UHOXGH�� 6LFLOLDQR� DQG� 5RQGRµ�
E\� 0DOFROP� $UQROG� IHDWXUHG� D�
more stream of consciousness 
approach, with each of the images 
RQ� WKH� VFUHHQ� VHOHFWHG� E\� WKH�
band members. The presentations 
ZHUHQ·W� MXVW� VWLOO� LPDJHV�� KRZHYHU��
WKH� SLHFH� ´6KHOWHULQJ� 6N\µ� E\�
-RKQ� 0DFNH\� ZDV� DFFRPSDQLHG�
by an animated video, further 
HQKDQFLQJ� WKH� RYHUDOO� H[SHULHQFH�
2QH� RI� WKH� PRVW� KHDUWZDUPLQJ�

aspects of both these concerts 
ZDV� WKH� VL]H� RI� WKH� FURZG� LQ�
DWWHQGDQFH�� %RWK� HYHQWV� GUHZ� D�
ORW� RI� VSHFWDWRUV� DQG� DXGLRSKLOHV��
which was great to see. There are 
VWLOO� D� QXPEHU� RI� SHUIRUPDQFHV�
OHIW� WR� JR� WKLV� VHPHVWHU�� LQFOXGLQJ�
VRPH� E\� WKH� WKUHH� D� FDSSHOOD�
JURXSV� RQ� FDPSXV�� VR� KRSHIXOO\��

by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor

MUSIC

%UDQGRQ�3HUHD��Nope�PDNHV� LWVHOI�XQLTXH� IURP�RWKHU�
horror movies in that it incorporates both comedy 
DQG� VFLHQFH� ÀFWLRQ�� ,W� IROORZV� WZR� VLEOLQJV� WKDW� OLYH�
RQ�D�UDQFK�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�QRWLFH�D�8)2�LQ�WKH�VN\��
ZKLFK� WXUQV� WKHLU� ZRUOG� XSVLGH� GRZQ�� 7KLV� IRUHLJQ�
REMHFW�FDXVHV�WXUPRLO� LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��FUHDWLQJ�D�XQLTXH�
DQG� IDVFLQDWLQJ� VWRU\OLQH� IRU� DOO� YLHZHUV� WR� HQMR\�

 Where the Crawdads Sing, Mystery/Drama, 
Directed by Olivia Newman

7KLV�KLJKO\�DQWLFLSDWHG�PRYLH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�EHVW�
VHOOLQJ� EHORYHG� QRYHO� E\� 'HOLD� 2ZHQV�� 7KH� PRYLH�
IRFXVHV�RQ� WKH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU��.\D�&ODUN��SOD\HG�E\�
'DLV\�(GJDU�-RQHV��.\D�ZDV�DEDQGRQHG�DV�D�\RXQJ�JLUO�
DQG�UDLVHG�KHUVHOI�LQ�WKH�PDUVKODQGV�RI�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��
6XUYLYLQJ� DORQH�� .\D� JUHZ� XS� LQWR� D� VWURQJ� \RXQJ�
ZRPDQ��$IWHU�D�PDQ�LQ�WRZQ�LV�GLVFRYHUHG�GHDG��.\D�
LPPHGLDWHO\�EHFRPHV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�VXVSHFWV��7KLV�
drama is fast-paced and keeps the viewer on the edge 
RI�WKHLU�VHDW��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�PRYLH�DSSHDOV�WR�PDQ\�
7D\ORU�6ZLIW� ORYHUV� DV� LW� IHDWXUHV� VRPH�RI�KHU�PXVLF�

The Batman, Action/Adventure, Directed by Matt 
Reeves

:LWK� DQRWKHU� LQFUHGLEO\� VWDU�VWXGGHG� FDVW�� The 
Batman IHDWXUHV� FHOHEULWLHV� VXFK� DV� 5REHUW� 3DWWLQVRQ��
=Rs�.UDYLW]��&ROLQ�)DUUHOO�� -HͿUH\�:ULJKW�� DQG�$QG\�
6HUNLV�� )ROORZLQJ� WKH� EDVLF� SORWOLQH� RI�PRVW� %DWPDQ�
PRYLHV�� %DWPDQ� �5REHUW� 3DWWLQVRQ�� DWWHPSWV� WR� VDYH�
*RWKDP�&LW\� IURP� WKH�YLOODLQV�RI� WKH�ZRUOG��%DWPDQ�
works hard throughout the course of the movie to bring 
MXVWLFH�EDFN�WR�WKH�FLW\�RI�*RWKDP�DQG�SURWHFW�LWV�FLWL]HQV��

The Woman King, Action/Drama, Directed by PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDb

The Five Movies From 2022 You Have to See Before 2023

Music in Full Swing at PC

SHRSOH� FRQWLQXH� WR� WDNH� WLPH� WR�
VHH� DQG� KHDU� WKH� JUHDW� PXVLFDO�
SHUIRUPDQFHV� WKDW�3&�KDV� WR�RIIHU�

An Overview of Two Recent Concerts on Campus

Gina Prince-Bythewood
,Q� WKLV�PRYLH� VKRZFDVLQJ� 9LROD� 'DYLV�� D� JURXS�

RI� DOO�IHPDOH� ZDUULRUV� SURWHFW� WKHLU� NLQJGRP��
7KLV� SRZHUIXO� JURXS� RI� ZRPHQ� KDV� WKHLU� RZQ�
XQLTXH� VHW�RI� VNLOOV� WKDW� DOORZV� WKHP� WR� IHURFLRXVO\�
SURWHFW� WKH� $IULFDQ� NLQJGRP� RI� 'DKRPH\�� 7KH�
JHQHUDO�ZDUULRU�DPRQJVW�DOO� WKH�ZRPHQ� LV�*HQHUDO�
1DQLVFD��ZKR�WUDLQV�D�QHZ�JURXS�RI�UHFUXLWV�WR�ÀJKW�
DJDLQVW� WKH� ODWHVW� WKUHDW� SRVHG� WR� WKHLU� NLQJGRP��
This movie is action-packed and guaranteed 
WR� NHHS� WKH� YLHZHU·V� DWWHQWLRQ� WKH� ZKROH� WLPH���

=PHOTO COURTESY OF FACEBOOK

by Claudia Fennell ’24
A&E Co-Editor
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Death-Cast is Calling

by Madelyn Young ‘25
$	(�6WD;

FILM

How Two Novels Have Taken Over the YA Charts

,I� \RX� FRXOG� ILQG� RXW� WKH� GD\� WKDW� \RX� DUH�
GHVWLQHG� WR� GLH�� ZRXOG� \RX"� 7KH� ILFWLRQDO�
QRYHO� They Both Die at the End� E\� <$� DXWKRU�
$GDP� 6LOYHUD� H[SORUHV� WKLV� TXHVWLRQ��

7KH� ����� ERRN� LQWURGXFHV� 'HDWK�&DVW�� D�
JRYHUQPHQW�VSRQVRUHG� FRPSDQ\� WKDW� LV� DEOH�
WR� SUHGLFW� SHRSOH·V� GHDWK�� 7KH� FDWFK"� 7KH\�
can not predict the exact time or reason for 
WKHLU� VXEVFULEHUV·� GHDWKV�� 7KH� FRPSDQ\� KLUHV�
FDOOHUV� WR� QRWLI\� SHRSOH� �FDOOHG� ´'HFNHUVµ��
between the hours of midnight and two 
LQ� WKH� PRUQLQJ�� 7KH� 'HFNHUV� DUH� WROG� WKDW�
WKH\� ZLOO� GLH� DW� VRPH� SRLQW� GXULQJ� WKDW� GD\��

They Both Die at the End� IROORZV� 0DWHR� 7RUUH]�
and Rufus Emeterio, two young boys who receive 
'HDWK�&DVW� FDOOV� DQG�� WKURXJK� DQ� DSS�� PHHW� XS� WR�
VSHQG� WKHLU� ODVW� GD\� WRJHWKHU�� 7KURXJKRXW� WKHLU�
DGYHQWXUH�� WKH\� IDOO� LQ� ORYH� DQG� PDNH� WKH� PRVW�
RI� WKHLU� ÀQDO� HVFDSDGH� DURXQG� 1HZ� <RUN� &LW\��

The First to Die at the End, which came out in 
2FWREHU� RI� WKLV� \HDU�� VHUYHV� DV� D� SUHTXHO� WR� WKH�
RULJLQDO� VWRU\�� ,W� WDNHV�SODFH� LQ� ����� DQG�EHJLQV�
ZLWK� WKH� ILUVW� GD\� RI� 'HDWK�&DVW·V� H[LVWHQFH��
2ULRQ�� D� \RXQJ� ZULWHU�� KDV� EHHQ� ZDLWLQJ� IRU�
D� KHDUW� GRQRU� IRU� \HDUV�� ,Q� 7LPHV� 6TXDUH�� KH�
PHHWV� 9DOHQWLQR�� DQ� DVSLULQJ� PRGHO� ZKR� MXVW�
PRYHG� WR� WKH� FLW\�� 7KH� SDLU� H[SHULHQFH� OLIH�
DQG� ORYH� GXULQJ� 'HDWK�&DVW·V� WUDJLF� ILUVW� GD\��

)ROORZLQJ� LQ� WKH� IRRWVWHSV� RI� WKH� RULJLQDO�
book, The First to Die at the End has become a 
1HZ�<RUN� 7LPHV� EHVWVHOOHU�� FOLPELQJ� WKH�<RXQJ�
$GXOW� +DUGFRYHU� FKDUW�� 7KLV� SDVW� ZHHN�� LW� WRRN�
RYHU� WKH� ILUVW� SODFH� VSRW�� They Both Die at the 
End� VSHQW� RYHU� WZR� \HDUV� RQ� WKH� EHVWVHOOHU� OLVW��
winning numerous awards during this time. 
'HVSLWH� EHLQJ� UHOHDVHG� ILYH� \HDUV� DJR�� WKH�
VHULHV� KDV� EHHQ� VWHDGLO\� JURZLQJ� LQ� SRSXODULW\�
WKDQNV� WR� VRFLDO� PHGLD� SODWIRUPV� OLNH� 7LN7RN��

6LOYHUD�KDV�D�WDOHQW�IRU�WDNLQJ�KLV�UHDGHUV�WKURXJK�
many twists and turns throughout his stories, 
D� VNLOO� SUHYDOHQW� LQ� ERWK� RI� WKH� QRYHOV�� :KHWKHU�
KH� XVHV� D� VHQWHQFH� RU� D� ZRUG�� WKH� GHOLYHU\� RI� KLV�
OLQHV� FDQ� EH� KHDUW�ZUHQFKLQJ� RU� KLODULRXV�� +LV�
WZR� ERRNV� DUH� HDV\� WR� UHDG� \HW� FRPSOH[�� DOO� WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV·� VWRULHV� DUH� FDUHIXOO\� LQWHUZRYHQ� ZLWK�
RQH� DQRWKHU�� ,Q� IDFW�� DW� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� ÀUVW� QRYHO�
there is a character map connecting each side 
FKDUDFWHU� WR� RQH� DQRWKHU� DQG� WR�0DWHR� DQG� 5XIXV��

7KHVH� WZR� DOVR� PDNH� DSSHDUDQFHV� LQ� WKH�
SUHTXHO�� HYHQ� LQWHUDFWLQJ� ZLWK� 9DOHQWLQR� DQG�
2ULRQ�� 7KH� VWRULHV� SURYH� WKDW� HYHQ� WKH� VPDOOHVW�
interaction can have an important impact. 
6LOYHUD·V� DELOLW\� WR� FUHDWH� HPRWLRQDO� VWRU\OLQHV�
IROORZLQJ� WKH� FRXUVH� RI� RQO\� RQH� GD\� �HYHQ� GRZQ�
WR� WKH� PLQXWH� DW� WLPHV�� LV� UHPDUNDEOH�� DQG� UHDOO\�
LPPHUVHV� WKH� UHDGHU� LQ� WKH� HYHQWV� WDNLQJ� SODFH��

)RU� UHDGHUV� ZKR� ZDQW� D� IXQQ\�� VXVSHQVHIXO��
and devastating story, They Both Die at the 
End and The First to Die at the End� ZLOO� VHUYH�
WKHP� ZHOO�� 6LOYHUD� KDV� HYHQ� KLQWHG� DW� DQRWKHU�
addition to the series in the next few years, 

ZKLFK� KDV� EHHQ� KLJKO\� DQWLFLSDWHG� DIWHU�
WKH� HQGLQJ� RI� KLV� PRVW� UHFHQW� LQVWDOOPHQW��

PHOTO COURTESY OF GOODREADS

Pokémon� LV�SUREDEO\�RQH�RI� WKRVH�
IHZ� XQLYHUVDO� SKHQRPHQD� WR� EH�
GHHSO\� LQJUDLQHG� LQ� WKH� JHVWDOW�
consciousness of everyone born 
EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ������ 7KHUH·V�
VRPHWKLQJ� LQKHUHQWO\� DSSHDOLQJ� LQ�
FROOHFWLQJ� DQG� EDWWOLQJ� ZHLUG� OLWWOH�
PRQVWHUV�� ,I� \RX·UH� D� =RRPHU�� \RX�
OLNHO\� KDYH� VRPH� NLQG� RI� EXULHG�
QRVWDOJLD� IRU� %XOEDVDXU� �%XOEDVDXU�
LV� WKH� EHVW� RI� WKH� FODVVLF� WULR� DQG�
\RX·UH�O\LQJ�WR�\RXUVHOI�LI�\RX�WKLQN�
RWKHUZLVH��� 7KXV�� LW� SOHDVHV� PH�
to announce that Pokémon: Scarlet 
and Violet is a fine addition to the 
rich tapestry of the pocket monster 
G\QDVW\�� ,� UHDOL]H� Scarlet and Violet 
DUH� OHJDOO\� WZR�VHSDUDWH�JDPHV��EXW�
DV� WKH� VROH� PHDQLQJIXO� YDULDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� WKHP� LV� WKH� FRORU� RI� WKH�
UHSWLOLDQ� FUHDWXUH� RQ� WKH� ER[�� ,�ZLOO�
UHIHU� WR� WKHP� DV� D� VLQJXODU� HQWLW\�
7KH� PRVW� LPPHGLDWHO\� VWULNLQJ�

feature of Scarlet and Violet is the 
QHZ�IRUPDW�DQG�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�D�IXOO�
RSHQ�ZRUOG��3DVW�VHULHV�HQWULHV�KDYH�
GDEEOHG�ZLWK�WKLV�LGHD��EXW�LW�FRPHV�
LQWR� IRUFH� LQ�6FDUOHW�DQG�9LROHW��7KH�
HQWLUH� JDPH�PDS� LV� QRZ� VSUDZOLQJ�
DQG� VHDPOHVV�� DOORZLQJ� SOD\HUV� WR�
WUDYHUVH� WKH� PRVW� IXOO\� UHDOL]HG�
GHSLFWLRQ� RI� D� 3RNpPRQ� IODYRUHG�
HQYLURQPHQW�WR�GDWH��7KH�JDPHSOD\�
LWVHOI� LV�QR� ORQJHU� WKH� OLQHDU� WUDLO� RI�
EDWWOHV�WKDW�WKH�VHULHV�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�
SODJXHG� E\�� EXW� LV� QRZ� LQVWHDG� D�

VHW� RI� GLVWLQFW� REMHFWLYHV� SOD\HUV�
FDQ� FRPSOHWH� DW� WKHLU� RZQ� SHUVRQDO�
OHLVXUH�� ,W·V� D� IDQWDVWLF� FKDQJH� LQ� IRUP��
reminiscent of what Elden Ring did for 
the Dark Souls� IRUPDW�� ,W·V� LQFUHGLEO\�
charming to see Pokémon roaming 
DURXQG� OLWWOH� YLUWXDO� HFRV\VWHPV�
DQG� WKH� VHDPOHVV� QDWXUH� RI� WKH�
ZRUOG� DQG� JDPHSOD\·V� UHODWLRQVKLS�
DGGV� DQ� H[WUD� OHYHO� RI� LPPHUVLRQ�

Despite whatever new features 
WKH� JDPH� EULQJV�� WKHUH� LV� RQO\� RQH�
WKLQJ� SHRSOH� WUXO\� FDUH� DERXW�ZKHQ�
one of these new drops happens, 
DQG�WKDW� LV� WKH�GHVLJQ�TXDOLW\�RI� WKH�
monsters. Scarlet and Violet·V� FULWWHUV�
DUH�H[FHOOHQW�DQG�D�EUHDWK�RI�IUHVK�DLU�
DIWHU�D�FRXSOH�\HDUV�RI�PHGLRFULW\��7KH�
three starter Pokémon, Sprigatito, 
4XD[O\�� DQG� )XHFRFR�� DUH� DGRUDEOH�
DQG� PDQDJH� WR� IHHO� GLVWLQFW� \HW�
cohesive. The rest of the Pokémon 
IHHO�D�OLWWOH�DOO�RYHU�WKH�SODFH��EXW�LQ�D�
JRRG�ZD\��,�JHW�WKH�YLEH�RI�´KHUH�DUH�
a bunch of good ideas we had that 
ZH� KDG� QHYHU� WULHG� EHIRUH�µ� UDWKHU�
than trying to theme them around 
WKH� UHJLRQ��7KH�EHVW�H[DPSOH�RI� WKLV�
LV�)LQL]HQ��DQ�DGRUDEOH�OLWWOH�GROSKLQ�
PRQVWHU� WKDW� IXOILOOV� WKH� VRPHKRZ�
XQIXOILOOHG� QLFKH� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
eight previous Pokémon iterations 
RI�D�GROSKLQ�WKHPHG�FUHDWXUH��$�NH\�
difference between every set of twin 
3RNpPRQ� JDPHV� LV� LWV� OHJHQGDU\�
SRVWHU�ER\V�� EXW� 6FDUOHW� DQG� 9LROHW�
PDNHV� WKHVH� WZLQV� D� NH\� JDPHSOD\�
component in addition to just a fun 
OD\HU� RI� WKHDWULFV�� 0LUDLGRQ� DQG�
.RUDLGRQ�DUH�WZR�RGG�EXW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
ORRNLQJ� UHSWLOHV�ZLWK�YDJXH�HOHPHQWV�

RI� D� PRWRUF\FOH� MDPPHG� LQWR� WKHLU�
ELRORJ\�� 7KH\·UH� ERWK� REWDLQHG�
HDUO\� RQ� LQ� D� QRQ�FRPEDW� IRUP�
DQG� DFW� DV� DQ� LPSURPSWX� YHKLFOH��
7KLV� ZRUNV� QLFHO\� ZLWK� WKH� QHZ�
RSHQ� ZRUOG�� DQG� WKH� EL]DUUH� OL]DUG�
+DUOH\� 'DYLGVRQ� ZLOO� GHYHORS� QHZ�
DELOLWLHV� DV� SOD\HUV� SURJUHVV� OLNH�
JOLGLQJ� DQG� FOLPELQJ� VKHHU� FOLII�
faces because of course they can.
:LWK� HYHU\WKLQJ� H[FHOOHQW� RQ�

GLVSOD\� KHUH�� WKHUH� LV� VWLOO� VDGO\� DQ�
HOHSKDQW� LQ� WKH� URRP�� DQG� WKDW� LV�
WKH�JDPH·V�SHUIRUPDQFH��7KH�6ZLWFK�
LV� E\� QR� PHDQV� D� SRZHUIXO� SLHFH�
RI� KDUGZDUH�� ,W·V� DURXQG� VL[� \HDUV�
ROG� DQG� ZDV� XQGHUSRZHUHG� ZKHQ�
it first came out in comparison 
WR� LWV� FRPSHWLWLRQ�� 1LQWHQGR� DQG�
LWV� SDUWQHUV� KDYH� VPDUWO\� ZRUNHG�
DURXQG� WKLV� E\� ODUJHO\� SURGXFLQJ�
VW\OL]HG� JDPHV� RU� LQFUHGLEO\�
SROLVKHG� DQG� RSWLPL]HG� SURGXFWV�
WKDW� DUH� JHQHUDOO\� XQDIIHFWHG� E\�
WKLV� OLPLWDWLRQ�� Scarlet and Violet 
LJQRUH� WKLV� PHWKRGRORJ\� DQG� DUH� D�
OLWWOH� MDQN\� DQG� URXJK� DURXQG� WKH�
HGJHV�� /RZ� IUDPH� UDWHV�� SRS�LQ�� DQG�
JHQHUDOL]HG� EXJJLQHVV� DUH� FRQVLVWHQW�
LVVXHV� ZLWKRXW� D� UHDO� VROXWLRQ�� ,·G�
H[SHFW� VRPH� RI� WKLV� WR� EH� À[HG� RYHU�
WLPH�� EXW� WKLV� ZLOO� OLNHO\� UHPDLQ� DQ�
XQSROLVKHG� JDPH�� ,� KDYH� VHHQ� SHRSOH�
WKURZ� WKLV� JDPH� FRPSOHWHO\� XQGHU�
the bus for these kinds of issues, but 
,�GRQ·W� VKDUH� WKDW� VHQWLPHQW�� ,WV�ÁDZV�
DUH� SHUVLVWHQW� DQG� D� OLWWOH� DQQR\LQJ��
EXW� 6FDUOHW� DQG� 9LROHW� XOWLPDWHO\�
remain a fun game despite them. The 
IUDPHZRUN� LV� VROLG� DQG� WKH� JDPH� LV�
ÀOOHG�WR�WKH�EULP�ZLWK�JRRG�LGHDV��WKH�

by Patrick Smith ’26
$	(�6WD;

VIDEO GAMES

The Cultural Obsession Continues

H[HFXWLRQ� ZDV� MXVW� D� OLWWOH� UXVKHG�
,Q� FRQFOXVLRQ�� Pokémon: Scarlet 

and Violet� LV� DQ� H[FHOOHQW� DGGLWLRQ� WR�
WKH� FODVVLF� IUDQFKLVH� WKDW� SURYLGHV�
D� PXFK�QHHGHG� UHWUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKH�
FODVVLF� IRUPDW� ZKLOH� PDLQWDLQLQJ� LWV�
VLJQDWXUH� VW\OH�� ,WV� DGGLWLRQV� WR� WKH�
RQJRLQJ� FDWDORJ� RI� SRFNHW� PRQVWHUV�
DUH�ZRUWKZKLOH�DQG�FKDUPLQJ�LQ�HYHU\�
ZD\��,W�KDG�WHFKQLFDO�LVVXHV�DV�D�UHVXOW�
RI� WKH� 6ZLWFK·V� DJLQJ� KDUGZDUH� DQG�
LWV� RZQ� SRRU� RSWLPL]DWLRQ� EXW� VKLQHV�
WKURXJK� WKHVH� IDXOWV� WR� UHPDLQ� D� IXQ�
H[SHULHQFH��,�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�Scarlet and 
Violet�� DQG� ,·P� H[WUHPHO\� H[FLWHG� WR�
see where the series goes from here.

A Review of Pokémon Scarlet and Violet

PHOTO COURTESY OF POKEMON
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5 Microaggressions
(My Last Poem for You)

ONE
“Maria”
You are so lazy.
My name is one more syllable at the end
a sound I know you know well––“uh” Use 
your tongue, don’t you dare cheat.

THREE
“We wanted to make sure the grammar was 
right.”
Of my Spanish. A language you do not know. A 
language I know intimately.
My Spanish loves me more than your English.
What a thing you did–– colonizing a language 
that has already colonized
thousands. You hold a boldness in your hands, it 
is heavy, and it bleeds––
you are hungry for power. Stop hurting what is 
not yours.
 

TWO
“Where are you really from?”
Where do you think?
I want you to say it loud, tell me who you 
think I am
tell me why. Do not veil your ignorance with 
curiosity.
You have not earned the right to innocence.

FOUR
“Why are you so loud?”
You hate that someone like me could take up
space from someone like you. Do you hate it when 
my words touch you?
All I have are words. I will use them, plunge them 
deep
 Into
  Your
   Skin
           into the marrow of your bones  
          until you hear me.
 

FIVE
“You people”

We are people. Yes, we are people. 
You wish we were nothing

but dust and memories. Do we scare 
you? We people are going to “steal” 

your jobs.
No. We are going to earn everything 
you think you were born deserving.
We take it back for ourselves, lather 

in the goodness of our time, you 
will get nothing.

That is the least we could do.
We take back what you stole.

Page 12
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 For weathered forehead scars; For fathers. 
For ibuprofen bottles; To kill an ache. 
For peeled orange slices; For open 

skies. 
For confined education; To warp a 

nation. 

For Growing Up In Rain

Autumn Gold

The sun in the noon-day sky is a giant beaming dandelion 
severed from its stem,

Freely floating over the earth.
A disembodied puff of flower head

Liberated from earthly laws,
Immortalized above the clouds despite the passing

of its sister buds in the onslaught of November frost.
Upon a barren hill,

My fingers reach as headless stems
In vain to trace

Each honeyed, golden petal.
So fragrant and sweet they seem to me

As they cast their warmth unto the world below,
They greet my frosted cheeks

With floral kisses.
Days of plenty have laid themselves to rest in fallen leaves,

Now I, a beggar on a corpse of earth, reach out
To grasp its proffered petals in my palms,

Pocket as many as will fit within the confines of my coat.
Smuggled warmth stowed away

For colder days to come.

For grinded-teeth car rides; For growing up. 
For being beaten into pavement; To prove a point. 

For oily cat piss stains beneath the bed; For abandonment. 
For coins and green paper; To live in a shadow. 

For low-tide seas; For a shiny shell that breaks in a year. 
 

Litter lent my nose the scent of nostalgia 
The other day and I refuse to see it pass, 

But cometh the wind— 
 Cometh change, 

Immortal is the fleeting day. 

For teaching gender; For control. 
 

For suns that set orange, on shady beach 
sides 

For love beneath umbrellas, that fades, 
but never dies.
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Hey Last Minute Shop-
per, 

If you walk down the 
street to the Dollar Tree, 
you can find some great 
last-minute gifts at a 
reasonable price! You 
can get as many gifts as 
possible without break-
ing your bank account 
in half, and make sure 
you also buy some cute 
wrapping paper to 
wrap your gifts in!

Best, 
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Tiffany & Tiffany & 
EarlEarl

Making PC an emotionally stable Making PC an emotionally stable 
place one letter at a timeplace one letter at a time

Listomania*Listomania*
Best Study Tips For Finals

Tiff

*Listomania and Tiffany & Earl are both satirical pieces that do not reflect the views of Providence College or The Cowl. 

Earl

• Go to your professors’ of f ice hours 
• Don’t procrast inate 
• Drink water
• Meet up with fr iends from your class
• Leave your phone off while studying
• Get lots of sleep!
• EAT (Nutr it ion is key!)
• Go to the library and steal someone’s area 

in the quie t corner 
• Don’t put too much pressure on yourse lf
• Use the Pomodoro Method
• Exercise (do yoga/meditate)

PHOTO COURTESY OF FREESVG.ORG
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by Megan Brodeur ’24
Portfolio Staff

Hey Last-Minute Shop-
per, 

Just write some apology 
letters and take the L. 

Sincerely, 

Yo Tiff and Earl, 

I forgot to shop for 
Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday for my family 
and friends. What do I 
do?

Sincerely, 

Last-Minute Shopper

Aphrodite

The Goddess of Love donned a 
velvet crimson dress softer then 
rose petals. She strolled along the 
city’s cobblestone walkway as the 
water sent an autumn chill to brush 
against her skin. Lifting her gaze 
to the sky, the moon looked back at 
her, revealing only a sliver of its full 
plump figure. She rolled her eyes 
at its secrecy and relished in the 
few stars dwelling in between the 
clouds. The streetlamps 
highlighted her ethereal 
glow and drew the at-
tention of the strang-
ers who passed by her. 
Aphrodite rid herself of 
gawking men with the 
simple snap of her slen-
der fingertips. She perched 
herself on the park bench 
closest to the silky midnight 
tides. From across the bay, 
she felt a thread form-
ing between two lovers 
lounging together in a 
state of mellow bliss. 
Thinking of their home, 

her mood softened. They lived 
in a cozy cottage, tucked away 
from the obnoxious city lights. 
Inside, the two paramours 
reclined together on a well-
loved emerald green sofa with 
threadbare upholstery. Neither 
seemed to mind the condition of 
their furniture, or the paint that 
had smudged from her hands 
onto his cheek. Next to them 

was a half-finished portrait 
of him. She’d promised 
herself only a short 

break before returning 
to her work. But ev-
ery time she got up, 
he urged her to come 
back. And every 

time she got up; she 
missed the feeling of 

his arms around her. 
So, she gave in and 
with their limbs 
intertwined they 
fell asleep by the 
crackling hearth.
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Men’s Basketball 

The Providence College men’s 
basketball team bounced back 
nicely from a poor showing in 
the Hall of Fame Tip-Off that saw 
consecutive losses against the 
University of Miami and Saint 
Louis University. They matched 
up against Merrimack College 
Wednesday, Nov. 23 at home, and 
emerged with a 14-point victory, 
71–57. The Friars were led by Ed 
Croswell ’23, who finished with 17 
points and seven rebounds in the 
contest. Providence followed that 
up with another victory at home on 
Saturday, Nov. 26 against Columbia 
University, 78–64. Croswell and 
Jayden Pierre ’26 each finished 
with 13 points to lead the Friars. 

Women’s Basketball 

The Providence College 
women’s basketball team had a 
successful Thanksgiving break as 
they notched a sweep in the Friar 
Thanksgiving Classic. They opened 
the event with a 60–30 blowout 
victory against the University of 
Hartford on Friday, Nov. 25. Olivia 
Olsen ’25 was impressive in the 
game, finishing with 17 points. The 
Friars kept their momentum rolling 
the following day with a 62–55 win 
over Weber State University. Kylee 
Sheppard ’25 led the Friars in 
scoring with 15 points. The squad 
capped off a successful weekend 
with their third win in as many 
days against Bryant University, 
85–60. 

 

Women’s Ice Hockey 

The Providence College 
women’s hockey team has recently 
been riding a nice hot streak, as 
they have won their last four 
games. They only played one game 
this past week, at home against 
Brown University on Saturday, 
Nov. 26. The Friars emerged 
victorious against their cross-town 
rival with a final score of 4–3. Sara 
Hjalmarsson ’22GS notched two 
points in the game with a goal and 
an assist. Looking forward, the 
Friars have a pair of home games 
against Merrimack College on Dec. 
2–3. 

Men’s Ice Hockey

The Providence College men’s 
hockey team returned to action 
Friday, Nov. 25 at home against St. 
Lawrence University after almost 
a week off. The Friars were able 
to notch a 4–3 victory in a highly 
competitive game following two 
goals from Austen May ’26. They 
followed up the victory with a 
tough 3–2 loss at Schneider Arena 
against Brown University the 
following day. The loss moved 
the Friars’ record on the year to 
9–3–3, with a key home and home 
against Boston College looming 
this weekend. 

The Cork, Ireland native, was also 
the first freshman in the College’s 
history to win the title, as well as the 
first Friar runner to win since 2017, 
and the 13th female Friar to ever 
win the title. Even more impressive? 
This was Buckley’s first ever Big East 
competition. Post-race, she said, “It 
was amazing. I wasn’t expecting 
that to be honest because this was 
my first Big East competition [and] 
I’ve only ran three races here so far. 
This one was definitely different 
because in the last two races there 
were 400 people, so it was nice.” 
Shannon Flockhart ’24 and Lily Tuck 
’23 rounded out the Friars’ top-three 
finishers, finishing in fourth-place 
and sixth-place respectively.

The men’s team also came in 
second place, out of a field of nine 
teams. The top finisher for them was 
Marcelo Rocha ’23GS, who finished 
in sixth with a time of 23:35. The 
following top two finishers for the 
Friars were David Principe Jr. ’23GS, 
who finished in eighth, and Patrick 
Thygesen ’24 who finished 12th. 

Following the Big East 
championships, the Friars embarked 
to Van Cortlandt Park in New York, 
NY, to the Northeast Regionals. 
There they attempted to qualify for 
the NCAA championships, facing 
off against nationally and regionally 
ranked teams. During the race on 
Nov. 11, the Friars men finished in 
fourth and the women finished first, 
earning them an automatic bid to 
the NCAA championships. 

For the men’s team, it was once 
again Rocha who crossed the 
finish line first, finishing in fifth 
place overall and qualifying as an 
individual runner at the NCAA 
championships. The next two Friars 
to finish were Shane Coffey ’24 and 
Principe Jr. They finished in 24th 
and 34th respectively. 

For the women’s team, it was the 
freshmen who really shined for the 
Friars. It was once again Buckley 
who led the way, as she finished 
third overall in the race with a 
time of 20:27.4. The following top-
two finishers for the Friars were 
Flockhart, who finished twelfth, 

and freshman Niamh O’Mahony ’26, 
who finished fourteenth. 

Finally, on Saturday, Nov. 19, 
the Friars traveledto Stillwater, 
OK to compete in the NCAA 
championship. Rocha was the lone 
runner representing the Friars men, 
and, running as an individual, 
finished 73rd out of a field of 252. 
The women’s team  finished 16th 
overall to the delight of coach Treacy, 
who remarked, “I thought the best 
they could do coming in was 15th 
and we were one point off that, so 
it was a fantastic run for them. They 
all ran really well. It was probably 
the best race of the season. All top 
five are coming back next year, so 
I’m looking forward to next year 
already.”  

The athlete who must have 
really impressed coach Treacy was 
Buckley, who made history yet again 
with a time of 20:16.2 and placed 
49th overall. This was the first time 
since 2015 that a Friar had finished 
top-50 at the championship. The 
next two finishers for the Friars 
were Flockhart, who was 57th, and 
Kimberley May ’25, who finished 
112th. This was the women’s second 
consecutive trip to the NCAA 

Sports Shorts
by Will Murphy ’23

Sports Co-Editor

championship, and their 30th trip all-
time. Considering , that all three top-
three finishers were underclassmen, 
the team looks to have continued 
promise heading forward into future 
seasons. In fact, half of the women’s 
team are sophomores or younger, 
and their senior runners could be 
eligible for graduate years as well. 
It is possible this women’s team will 
exceed how well they did this year 
in the seasons to come. 

The men’s team, on the other hand, 
is a bit older. With their experience 
and development heading into 
the primes of their careers, the 
men’s team also looks incredibly 
promising moving forward. Treacy 
will now move forward and prepare 
for the spring track and field season, 
starting next semester. 

A Look 
Around 

Friartown
   
  Men’s Ice Hockey:

   11/25 vs. St. Lawerence University,  
   win 4-3

   11/26 vs. Brown University, 
   loss 2-3
   
   Upcoming:

   12/02 at Boston College
   
   12/03 vs. Boston College
  
  Men’s Basketball:

   11/26 vs. Columbia University, 
   win 78-64

   11/30 at Texas Christian
   University, Result TBD

   Upcoming:
 
   12/03 at University of Rhode 
   Island

   12/07 vs. Manhattan College 
     
  Women’s Ice Hockey:

   11/19 vs. University of Maine, 
   win 5-1

   11/26 at Brown University, 
   win 4-3

    Upcoming:

   12/02 vs. Merrimack College

   11/03 vs. Merrimack College 
   
   
  Women’s Basketball:

   11/26 vs. Weber State University, 
   win 62-55

   11/27 vs. Bryant University, 
   win 85-60
   
   Upcoming:

   12/02 at #3 University of 
   Connecticut  

   12/04 vs. #25 Villanova University 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PC ATHLETICS

Jane Buckley had a historic post-season for the Friars. She finished in first at the Big East 
championships, becoming the 13th female Friar and the first Friar freshman to ever win the title.



After a disappointing 2021-2022 season that 
ended with a 11–19 record, the pressure was on for 
the Providence College women’s basketball team to 
return to being a competitive basketball team, one 
looking to make a run in the Big East and maybe 
even the women’s NCAA tournament. 

 Well, just a season later, the Friars sit at a 
phenomenal 6–2 after a three-game win streak 
this past weekend. From Friday, Nov. 25-27, the 
Friars hosted the “Friar Thanksgiving Classic” in 
Alumni Hall and won all three of their matchups. 
This week’s “Athlete of the Week” had a significant 
impact in all three victories. 

Guard Janai Crooms ’23 transferred to Providence 
last year from Michigan State University. Prior to 
Michigan State, she began her career at the Ohio 
State University after being recruited as a four-star 
recruit and the No. 36 player in the Class of 2018 
according to Prospect Nation. After a strong first 
season at PC, she was poised to become a veteran 
leader with a relatively young team this season. 
In the Friars’ first game of the season, against 
Dayton University, Crooms scored her 1,000th 
career collegiate points, making her the 37th player 
in program history to do so. The first game of the 
Thanksgiving tournament was played on Friday, 
Nov. 25 against Hartford University. The Friars 
won that game with ease, by a score of 60–30, and 
Crooms played a big role in it. While her scoring 
numbers don’t jump off the page, with just six 
points in the contest, she shot very efficiently and 
selectively, going two-for-three from the field. But 
a majority of her impact was done everywhere 
else on the court. With guard Kylee Sheppard ’25 
still limitedfrom an ankle injury, Crooms took 
on a load of the playmaking, tossing six assists to 
her teammates. She also added in an absurd nine 
rebounds, two blocks, and a steal, numbers that one 

Athlete of the Week: Janai Crooms 

would expect more from a forward or center,not a 
guard. The next day, the Friars faced Weber State 
University and once again won by a decent margin 
and a score of 62–55. Once again, Crooms went 
crazy on the glass, bringing in an incredible 17 
rebounds, four of which were offensive. She also 
added another block, two steals, five assists, and 
eight points. In their final game, the Friars faced 
crosstown neighbor Bryant University. Once again, 
the Friars won comfortably by a score of 85–60, by 
far the highest scoring game of the three. And that 
was reflected in Crooms’ play as well, as she led the 
team in scoring this round with 19 points. She once 
again had an amazing 13 rebounds and her seven 
assists put her on triple-double watch. 

Her impact in these three victories cannot be 
understated. These three games comfortably put 

Who Will Win the College Football Championship?

As the college football season 
comes to a close and conferences hold 
their championships, many fans turn 
their attention to the looming College 
Football Playoff. All the nation’s 
best teams hope to be selected, but 
ultimately only four will be chosen to 
participate in the event. 

One of those teams will almost 
certainly be the University of Michigan, 
which will likely be one of the favorites 
to take home the championship trophy. 
The Wolverines have been dominant 
all year, and have just one final test 
remaining: the Big Ten Championship. 
Michigan will face an 8–4 Purdue 
University on Saturday, Dec. 3. The 
Wolverines are coming off perhaps 
their best win of the season against 
their bitter rival,  Ohio State University, 
who was ranked in the top four in the 
country before the contest. Michigan 
rolled to a 45–23 victory behind a 
dominant second half that saw the 
Wolverines outscore the Buckeyes 28–3. 
Michigan’s defense held strong against 
Ohio State, despite the prowess of 
Ohio State’s offense led by playmakers 
C.J. Stroud and Marvin Harrison Jr. 
This victory solidified Michigan’s case 
for the College Football Playoff, and 
barring any unforeseen circumstances 
the Wolverines will likely remain in the 
top four, win or lose against Purdue 
in the Big Ten Championship this 
weekend. 

One of Michigan’s biggest 
advantages is that they have an 
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experienced coach who has been to 
the Championship before. Head coach 
Jim Harbaugh has a championship 
pedigree and should lead his team 
into the playoffs with a very solid 
game plan regardless of who they 
will be matched up with. Along 
with coaching, Michigan’s defense is 
another notable strength that will likely 
have an impact on the team’s success 
in the playoff. Defensive lineman 
Mike Morris, who was named the 
Smith-Brown Defensive Lineman of 
the Year, terrorizes opposing offenses 
and can minimize the opposing teams’ 
running games. Mazi Smith is another 
difference-maker on the defensive 
line, who was a first-team All-Big Ten 
selection. These two, along with many 
others, have helped guide Michigan 
to a top-five scoring defense in the 
country, one that could match up with 
even the most formidable offensive 
attacks. 

In addition,  Michigan has an elite 
offensive line that bolsters a strong 
run game and a steady passing attack. 
Running back Blake Corum has 
already racked up over 1,400 rushing 
yards to go along with an impressive 
18 touchdowns. Look for Corum and 
Michigan to run their way through the 
College Football Playoff and become 
the 2022-23 National Champions. 

- Will Murphy ’23
Sports Co-Editor

University of Michigan University of Georgia
The University of Georgia is one 

of the most iconic and historic names 
in college football. Yet, it was only last 
year that the SEC darling captured its 
first national championship since 1980, 
their first in the modern college football 
playoff era, and their first under brilliant 
head coach Kirby Smart. It wasn’t UGA’s 
first appearance in the title game under 
Smart; they had appeared four years 
prior in 2017, where they lost to Smart’s 
mentor Nick Saban and the University 
of Alabama. But last year Smart got 
his revenge and finally took down 
the Tide in an exciting back-and-forth 
matchup. With an experienced returning 
quarterback, a promising young tight-
end, and many other returning pieces, 
there was certainly reason for optimism 
that Georgia could be back. However, 
there was also reason for doubt. Georgia 
lost some big offensive pieces such as 
running-back James Cook and wide-
receiver George Pickens. Georgia also has 
a historically good defense, most of their 
key pieces heading to the NFL. Returning 
quarterback Stetson Bennet was a walk-on 
at UGA and was never supposed to start, 
but an injury gave him the opportunity. 
Could he really replicate his success for 
an entire season? While they were ranked 
to begin the season, there was valid 
reason to question if Georgia could return 
to the college football playoffs, let alone 
the title game. That was all answered 
in week one, when Georgia absolutely 
demolished the University of Oregon 
49–3. Oregon was a top-25 team entering 

the season as well and has remained in 
the top 25 now into the end of the season. 
They are a good football team, but 
Georgia buried them. Georgia would go 
on to stay undefeated throughout both its 
season and SEC play, not allowing more 
than 22 points in any game. The defense 
that people were worried would take a 
step back is almost as good as last season, 
with another multiple projected first 
round picks this year. Georgia, currently 
No. 1 in the country, faces Louisiana State 
University on Saturday, Dec. 3 for the 
SEC championship. LSU is currently a 
top-15 team themselves, so even a loss to 
them should not knock Georgia out of the 
playoffs. Georgia would have one loss, 
that being to a top-15 team, and a better 
resume than most of the other one-loss 
teams just outside the playoffs. Letting 
Georgia in means unleashing the dogs. 
The No. 2 team in the country right now 
is the University of Michigan. Michigan, 
while arguably much improved from last 
year, faced UGA in last season’s playoff 
semi-final game, in which UGA won with 
ease. The other likely playoff contenders 
are Texas Christian University and the 
University of Southern California, who 
will be having not only their first taste 
of the playoffs but also have first year 
head coaches and less experienced and 
talented rosters. It is clear: the University 
of Georgia will win this season’s national 
title. 

- Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Co-Editor

the Friars above .500 and set their season off well, 
Crooms making a significant impact in each. She 
picked up the playmaking responsibilities of an 
injured teammate, prioritizing scoring less and 
setting up her team’s offense more. As the Friars 
get deeper into the season, that connectivity will 
matter significantly. She was also a defensive 
monster, playing a large part in holding both of the 
Friars’ first two opponents under 60 points. She had 
immaculate rebounding efforts in all three games, 
something that is massively important in limiting 
opponents and creating scoring chances and 
second-chance plays. Yet, when the Friars needed 
her to step up offensively, she would answer the call 
with ease and efficiency. That is why she is this week’s 
“Athlete of the Week.” 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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by Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Co-Editor

Janai Crooms had a fantastic weekend at the Friar Thanksgiving Classic. The 
Friars themselves went 3-0 on the weekend. 
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